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E VIETNAM VET
TO TH A3 LluE ERAN

T0 THOSE WHO RETURNED WITH NO ONE TO GREET THEM,
70 THOSE WHO HAVE BE'E‘NT‘gsILED PTSD WOULD GO Away

T0 THOSE WHO HAVE NEVER BEEN TOLD THANK YOU oR
WELCOME HOME.

70 THOSE WHO RETURNED BUT ARE STILL HAUNTED By

THE NIGHTMARES OF WAR.

TO THOSE WHO STILL REACT TO A BACKFIRE AND
BREAK A SWEAT AT THE SOUND OF A CHOPPER.
TO THOSE WHO SUFFER FROM AGENT ORANGE EXPOSURE
AND ARE STILL FIGHTING THE LAST BATTLE.
TO THOSE WHO FOUGHT BATTLES IN THE JUNGLES OF
VIETNAM AND HERE AT HOME.

TO THOSE WHO HAVE MORE FRIENDS ON THE
VIETNAM MEMORIAL WALL THAN ALIVE TODAY.

*THANK YOUI?
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DoD Budget 2021

Five-Year Defense Plarimpact

The U.S. Department of Defense plans to propose retirir
aircraft over the next five years to shiisources toward building new capabilities to counter China and Russia,

sources tell Breign PolicyOn the chopping block are a significant chunk of the oldés$and FL6s, 17 of roughly

60 nonnuclearBB b omber s, al ong wi t hR@41Globaf Hawkhdenes. €he proposedcsits u nar m
over what i syearl | kdf arhee Aliavred wi | | be included in the
fiscal year 2021, which is set to be released @ FEB Congress must approve the plan befogoes into effect.

As the |l egacy aircraft retire, the AlSEXorlceeckviddd bMa m
F-35, and Northrop Grumann 6-281 stBalthbombeBut despi te Defense Secretary Mar

Pentagonés belt, his office, along with the military <c
cuts proposed by the Air Foi&dncluding its armed ME Predator dronésaccording to four sources Wit
knowledge of the discussionthe Ar For ceds original proposal was designec

including new fighters, bombers, and building a sophisticated network that will provide more accutiteerdata

to operators. But At hey rwemen triyikngdg ot a ot ahtkeowledgeeofean do wN
the discussionsT he f i nal proposal includes Al ess money shifted
source said.

The Air Force has tried to retire its 250 agind3$Cs and tweseat F15Ds over the years due to structural issues
with the aircraft, including most recently in 2017. Now, instead of paying to upgrade the older aircraft in the fleet, the
Air Force hopes t o us e15EX) arew and imgrgved tvamt. Neanyhild @ mumbergod s  F
the Block 25 F16Cs, which were introduced in 1984, will retire in the nev fyears, replaced by the3s. As for
theBl, the Air Force has previously said #2hstealthbotmerr aft wo
comes online, starting in around 2025. The 2021 budget proposal appears to be an acceleration of this plan.

The Air Ftoprcivigad meviewedthe cuts in September 2019, saying that the service planned to slash
certain legacy programs tnvest in advanced technology. The Air Force is |l eading the
controversial changes to our future budgets, o0 said Mat
Force Secretar . ATher eds nDwringviatial budgebdiscuskions this year, the Air Force also proposed
retiring its fleet of armed M Predator drones, its RC35 Rivet Joint reconnaissance aircraft, additiond B
bombers, and the storied2Jspy planes. However, those cuts were rejectetédffice of the Secretary of Defense

as well as the geographic combatant commander s, who ar
capability.

The Pentagon has been saying since 2018 that it intends to shift focus away from the counterterrorism fights of
the | ast two decades toward buildi ngeemrewacupradbardi ¢s @& sR
China. Both countries arednr easi ngly able to challenge the U.S. mi | i

sophisticated missiles, air defenses, and electronic capabilities that could destroy key U.S. and all@e@\ferces
U.S. aircraft carriersBut the persistent threaf terrorist groups such as the Islamic State arffghabab, as well as
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new tensions with Iran, has slowed the effdust in the past few months, the U.S. military has deployed more than
10,000 additional troops, along with an aircraft carrier, fighteosbers, missile defenses, and other capabilities to
the Middle East.

It is becoming clear that legacy U.S. aircraft are increasingly vulnerable, even in the comparatively permissive
airspace in the Middle East. Iran shot down a Global Hawk dronmatepeby the U.S. Navy in June 2019. And news
emerged last week that an Air Force BombardidrlB, used to link troops in the field to headquarters and described
as ®RWi in the sky, 0,MWlingtwolsendce inembefsthg White Hossevidl nelease its budget
proposal next week, but Congress still has to approve the changes as part of annual budget negotiations. As in years
past, itbés I|ikely | awmakers will push back o[fouseo me of t
ForiegnPolicy.com [Lara Seligman | February 3, 2020]

*kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

DoD Budget 2021

Update 01: Annual Growth Concerns

THI i’l

NTAGON

"W

Defense Secretary Mark Esper and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs Gen. Mark Milley brief
the media at the Pentagon

Pentagon | eaders arenodt seeing the kind of budget gr ow
arendét sure what kadkingdtirothe fubune,ceitheiitl nt ht enyed lyle alres lachead, we n
to 5 percentrealgrwt h annual |l y, 06 Def en séeFEERdarng antevent in Wakhimgton, fus per s
woul dnét say when that r02Dhanindiease pfabout $2bition $740/ falsafar hert b u d g e t

of that.For the immediate future, Espersaid Aiwe have to brace ourselves that at

Asked about tradeffs the Pentagon will have to make to meet the modernization goals of the services while trying
to build new programs | i ke the Navyodés new class of friq
weapons, Esper remathe v a g u e : AThere are a |l ot of chall ermgeés and
and have aPaentagomofficialsiostlinenl some of the changes coming next year to repofief&BnT hey
outlined a plan t heyy@®r$e7 biliontawdy ifromgunderperfgmirg s outdated weapons
systems and offices to some of those new techyadffgris.n Ther e 6 | | be contracts ter min
of effort in certain areas, Iseparatibns a layofstonetofiiciahsid.t her e d | |

These changes are meant to fund a modernization program aimed at staying ahead of China and Russia in what is a
burgeoing arms race in all butnaméi The Chi nese have usedeweawerkimbagtandt he | a
Afghanistan to make enormous strides with regard to the professionalization of their force, modernizing their doctrine,
building new capabilities, going aftars a sy mmet r i c Ertidally, Chinaischuming ost agwd yib5
destroyers at a fast clip, has started construction on its third aircraft carrier and is fielding new generations of medium
and longrange ballistic missiles that hold US and allied bases in their range.



With a flat budget and Pentagon officiabcing to make cuts on the baekd in order to push money toward
modernization, Esper and his staff have been laying the groundwork for what will likely be some heated battles over
military modernizatio and scrapping legacy systemfe Navy and Air Fore have already floated plans to cut older
aircraft and ships in early budget back and forth debates with the White House, a slate of early retirements that will
infuriate Congress, but might be the only option in order to get nemep and ships into tHerce. The internal
squabbles bled into the open |l ast month when Navy, Arm
fair share of the budgetary pigSource: Breaking Defeng®aul McLeary February 06, 2026+]
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Pentagon Spending
Update 03 $5.7B in Funding to be Reallocated

The Department of Defense has identified $5.7 billion in funding that will be reallocated from current offices towards
new priorities such as hypersonic weapons and artificial intelligence, department officials réveai:dhe money,
colloquiallyrefer ed t o as fisavingso found through efficiencies
so-called fourthestate offices, which include all the defense agencies not associated with either a service oaatcombat
commandAs partofthate al | ocati on, expect a fisignificantodo change |
and changes to an agency monitoring nuclear programs around the world, officials told reporters.

The review process was launched by Secretary of Defense Mpst Bfter he took office last summer as part of
sever al attempts to focus the departmentds energy and
independent of the review looking at force posture in the etemnb commandd-ourth esite agencies account for
roughly $99 billion in funds in the fiscal year 2021 budget, meaning the $5.7 billion in savings represent about 5.8
percent of the overall budget for those offices. Another $2.1 billion was transferred out of the fourth estétetlaead
services. However, no personnel will be involuntarily terminated from their jobs; any personnel reductions are planned
to come from expected retirementhe funds will be redirected to the following areas:

1 Nuclear modernization
1 Space prioritiesincluding the establishment of the U.S. Space Force

T Missile defense, withl|l dyededgapmgoaowatradshamdélimahd i m
development of the Next Generation Interceptor

1 Hypersonic weapons, with the review providingdor i maj or i ncrease in this inve
the following years
T Artificial intelligence, with review funds Asignifi

intelligent business automation and logistics, war fighter health analysistaeliigence data processing"

1 5G communications technologies, with money going towards providing test facilities for 5G prototyping

1T Response force readiness, part of Esperds plan to h
globe with a fexible posture

A trio of senior defense officials, speaking on background ahetiet #022budget releasdate briefed reporters
on the findings. The officials avoided sharing specific details of where the money was coming from, or how much of
thesavings are being rolled into specific areas of interest, due to sensitivities with the budget rollout next week. They
also declined to say how these savings might reflect over the Future Years Defense Prograyeaa fixgection
included inthedeparte nt 6 s budget request.

The officials said that there were over 130 decisions made that combined for the total; some saved a hundred
thousand dollars, and others saved millions. And the officials gave fourdeatee examples of the kind of work that
has led to the $5.7 billion.



1 The firstis rightsizing 50 medical treatment facilities by studying the workloads and shrinking or growing
the capacity at those locations based on what work is actually needed.

1 The seconadomes from transferring all remaining storage, supply and distribution missions to the Defense
Logistics Agency, something that was a-efer requirement from the 2005 BRAC effort which should lead
to savings via economies of scale.

1 A third example coms from reducing the number of operations run through the Defense Threat Reduction
Agencyb6s Cooperative Threat Reduction (CTR) progran
of mass destruction. While CTR will continue to monitor potential thrideg China, Russia, Iran and North
Korea, it was also running a number of programs tracking the work on chemical or nuclear programs from
allied nations, one official said requiring dollars and assets that could be better put to use studying and
counte i ng p ot e Mhatwadfoundhwhee we dag.intofit [is] ithad expandéd t he of fi ci al
fiThis has really turned into partnership building, capacity building far beyond the CTR mission. So then we
had to ask the question in those areas, is thate impotent than hypersonics? In a lot of those cases we
said no, hypersonics is more important than that

1 A fourth example, perhaps the most-@gtching, comes from the Missile Defense Agency, with the official
saying a lineby-line reviewof MDAlel t o a deci sion to fAdi veesgidw signi fic
gave MDA an Aopportunity to go through and | ook at
really targeted at things that had either lessened in importance or were declinireglgnetalign funding
to the new threats, o the official said, hinting tha
to R&D as opposed to buying equipment needed now, including on technologies focused on discrimination
of threatsealiWwe stadtd to say, what about bringing t
at the regional Il evel into a new underlay, o0 the off
missiles and putting more capability on the ground to stloan missiles was a higher priority than some
of the advanced R&D work which was really taking us from an already good capability to a really exquisite
capability. o

Esper has already tasked officials to continue the review in FY22, with a plenioigf mae savingsPart of the
plan for finding more savings comes from Esper empower
officer, to take a more active role in shaping the budgets of the fourth estate agencies into something thatdooks m
similar to how the services operaiéhen a service puts together its budget, it goes through an internal process, where
decisions about tradeoffs between offices and programs are fought over before a service secretary makes a final decision
and moveghe budget up to the secretary of defense level. However, the fourth estate agencies do not currently go
through such a process they drop their budgets at the same time as the services do, without that broad overview of
a service secretary.

Going forward, Esper has ordered Hershman to act as, essentially, a service secretary for the fourth estate offices,
overseeing their budget development process before presenting a unified budget alongside the services. Doing so should
provide better oversight dhe process and ensure savingsigdorward, the officials saidi We can make t he ¢
wi de account balanced, so webre not getting a bill frol
and saying [other s] officavsaid. Hawever.oafnd nope ,savings town tifieiraad, actual
reductions may have to happen.

Asked if personnel reductions could come during the FY22 review, all three officials used some version of this
phrase: AAIlIl opd iSoinnsi laarrel yo,n a hsee ct carbd ies vefeilimitedad thisscandd t hat
thatcould not be ruled out in FY22nd asked whether there is another $5.7 billion to be found in the remaining parts
of the fourth estate, the first official carefull s ai d A lr dthd rmyk tthien ks §aurce: Defenseblgove at a b | ¢
| Aaron Mehta | February 8020++]




DoD Suicide Policy
Update 14: 2019 Results

In 2019, 47 activaluty Marines committed suicidell fewer than i2018i while the Navy reported 72 suicides, four

more than a year earlier, according to preliminary totals from both serificesMarine Corps suicide rate for the

calendar year 2019 was 25.3 per 100,000 actitg Marines, a decrease from the rate o7 3r 100,00 activeduty
Marinesin2018i The Marine Corps is committed to reducing the |
|l eaders to have open dialogue with their Marings about
Thomas, a spokesperson for Marine Corps Manpower and Reserve Affairs,in an email to USNI Newé. Wh e n

|l eaders and ment al health programs and resources ackno
guilt and unamrkteaiarstkyi ,n@@ iftorhelspd stance more acceptable

I n 2019, t h -eutyMuicidg aite inceeased to 22.3 per 100,000 adiivg personnel, from the 2018
suicide rate of 20.1 per 1000 active duty service membefs. T he mo st wd mfpioghtaintg asset o f
Navy is not our ships, aircraft, weapons or technology. As vital as those things are, our Navy is about oufrpeople
the youngest seaman to the longestving chief or officer. Any death by suicide is a tragedy. Tladthesafety and

welkbei ng of our sailors and their family members is ab:
prevention programs are focused on building healthy relationships, creating connectedness and reducing barriers to
thoseimeed of help, 6 Chief of Navy Personnel Vice Adm. Jo

Preliminary Air Force suicide totals for 2019 show the service reported 84 active duty personnel taking their own
lives, which equates to a rate of 2pe3 100,000 active duty service members, according to an article Stars and Stripes.
That figure i s equ a INationally, thd suicidéaateifar allsAtmeri@l®s was 14.2 gere100,000
individuals in 2018, the most recent year data is avl@jaaccording to the American Foundation for Suicide
Prevention. U.S. Army suicide data for 2019 was not immediately available.

The Navyods 2019 suicide rate represents a modest i ncr e
service members. However, between 2013 and 2016, the Navy reported a lower suicide rate that tracked closer to the
national suicide rate of between 12.6 andiJ&ople per 100,000 residerf®esponding to the increase in 2017, the
Navy instituted several itiaitives to address the rise in suicides among aching personnel, USNI News previously
reported.

U.S. Military Suicides U.S. Military Suicide Rate

These are the total number of suicides in the U.S. military from 2012 to 2018.
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Data via Department of Defense

[Source: USNI News | Ben Werndfdbruary 6, 2026+]
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PFAS Toxic Exposure
Update 13: DOD OI G to Review Militarybés R

The Pentagonds internal watchdog -limketldhemical spreadvin pangtiite mi | i t
use of firefighting foamA class of chemicals abbreviated as PFAS has contaminated water in at least 425 military

sites, pushing Deparent of Defense (DOD) Secretary Mark Esper to take action on his first day in office and start a
taskforce to address the substanteh e revi ew from the DOD6és Office of | nspy
request speheaded Rep. Dan Kildee {M1) that asks how long the DOD has known PFAS was harmful to human

health, how the military will address cleaning up the substance, and how it will take care of service members and
communities haned by PFASHi Si mp | vy, it appear s tweghsshe algcated oefourtceband pr o b |
focus of the DOD, o6 | awmakers wrote in their July reque:

Lawmakers have undertaken numerous efforts to push the military to take greater steps to address PFAS, including
measures in the defense policy act thatiregl the military to end its usd BFASladen firefighting foamO| Go6 s

decision to review the militaryds response could be sor
to make sure funds allocated for cleg are being used effectiyel he agencyds own PFAS task
also expectedbtrelease its findings shortty.h e mi I i t aryés financi al l'iability on

original $2 billion estimate.

[Source: The Hill Rebecca BeitschFebruary 32020++]
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CommissaryOnline Benefits
New Caregiver/Vet 1 JAN Eligibles Access Delayed

It will be at least a month before the 4.1 million newly eligible shop@ersuch as all servieeonnected disabled

veteran®d will have accesso the MyCommissary portal drits benefits, officials saidl he access probl em
affect the new customers6 ability to s lotbe oningtallatiohn e ¢ o mm
benefits.Officials expect the access to be available by late February or early March, said Kevin Robinson, spokesman
for the Defense Commi ssary gAgoeunpcsy .t ofi Vee HpabkyCoehmassanpe vwh ec ussa
portal authentichitey €ost omer 9dl éhiegialocess, but it can
newly eligible to shop as of Jan. 1.

In the meantime, these customers are missing out on some extra discounts, and convenience. The MyCommissary
portal allows custoers to register their commissary rewards card and upload extra discounts and deals that are
available only to authorized shoppers. Customers pick up their new rewards card in the stores, but must register them
through the secure portal. MyCommissary albovwes customers to see current sales flyers with specific commissary
prices which candt otherwise be viewed, and to use the
four currently participating commissaries in Virgirda Fort Eustis, Naal Air Station Oceana, Fort Belvoir and
Quantico Marine Corps Base.

The MyCommi ssary portal wasnét ready to accept these
of data shared between the Department of Veterans Affairs and the ®bfansower Data Center. It took longer than
expected to complete the new authorized user validation tables, Robinson said, and work to update the MyCommissary

portal ¢ o util thasedtablebveeig icomplat@nfie tables are now complete and the cassary agencys
making needed system changes to interface with the new
must test the validation process, and make &= i t 6 s s e a nNew sustonters wilthe ahiedontedl wisen
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they have access when the caveats about access for new customers are removed from the portal. Commissary officials
will also make a formal announcement, Robinson said.

This problem doesndt affect the pool issdryshopmngleenefts s who
0 such as active duty, Guard and Reserve, retirees, Medal of Honor recipients, 100 percent disabled veterans and their
authorized family membsr The newly eligible veterans and caregivers do have access to other parts of the
https://www.commissaries.cowebsite, which are open to the public. Anyone can buy commissary gift cards; can look
at current sales flyers and informati on ocas;itfasmnatioant s al
on the commi ssary agencyds Nutrition Guide progiteam, i nc
sales for Guard and Reserve units; and food safety and recall information.

Newly eligible veterans and caregivetd s o wer eno6t able to regi stJNbuft or the
officials said that problershould have beefixed as of Jan. 27. A veteran contacted Military Times to report that he
was able to register for the travel site.

[Source: MiliaryTimes Karen Jower$ February 5, 2020 ++]
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DoDPol i ti cal Dobs & Donot s
Service Member 6s/ Vets Reminder

The 2020 presidential election is in full swing, prompting the Defense Department to send out its regular reminder
aboutanddo 6csondt s f or Kkingeto get policallynactmdIbosesinclude not making any political
statements or supporting candidates while representing the military5geEBmemo fran Defense Secretary Mark

Esperi As citizens,riwetexer cviostee ocaunrd participate in gover
servants who have taken an oath to defend these princi
apolitical as we carry out our official responsibiliti

While service members are free to make campaign contributions, attend rallies or volunteer on behalf of a candidate,
they are not allowed to do so in uniform, and have to keepdhgport to their oftiuty time.Social media blurs those
lines somewhat, bws long as a service member is using their personal accountgapdiisicussions are good to go.
Veterans and reservists are also discouraged from using their uniforms or official service imagery in campaign
materials, should they choose to run forcetn themselves. One workaround is to include a disclaimer, as Air Force
veteran Sen. Lindsey Grahg®-SC)did during his 2015 bid for the Relplican presidential nomination.

iLeaders wil/ review the rul es ingaditica activities gnd direat widesti pat i c
dissemination of the guidance in this memorandum to their teams E s p eServios menibers undergo annual
ethics training thiacovers political involvement.

[Source: MilitaryTimes Meghann Myerg February?, 2020 ++]
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POW/MIA Recoveries & Burials
Reported 01thru 14 FEB 2020 [Twelve

fKeeping the Promisehf, AFul fild]l their Trustodo and fANo o
efforts of the Department of Defense to recover those who became missing while serving our nation. The number of
Americans who remain misgj from conflicts in this century as of FEB 2019 are: World War Il 73,025 of which over

41,000 are presumed to be lost at sea, Korean War 7665, Vietham War 1589-1,248N_aos288, Cambodi#8,
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& Peoples Republic of China territorial watgs Cold War 111, Iraq and other conflicts 5. Over 600 Defense
Department men and womenboth military and civilian- work in organizations around the world as part of DoD's
personnel recovery and personnel accounting communities. They are all dedicatathiglehmaission of finding and
bringing our missing personnel home.

For a listing of all missing or unaccounted for personnel to date refétpdwww.dpaa.mila nd cl i ck on 0 (
Mi s s i n g 6 https:/Rvenidpaa. mifNewstories/RecenrNews Stories/Year/2019for a listing and details of
those accounted for in 2019. If you wish to provide information about an Amerisaimgnin action from any conflict
or have an inquiry about MIAs, contact:
== Mail: Public Affairs Office, 2300 Defense Pentagon, Washington, D.C. 2030Q, Attn: External Affairs
== Call: Phone: (703) 699420
== Message: Fill out form omttp://www.dpaa.mil/Contact/ContactUs.aspx

OUR QUEST....

X 4 m
NATIONAL PO GNITION DAY
s, 8

‘s SEPTEMBER 15,2017

Family members seeking more information about missing loved ones may also call the following Service Casualty
Offices: U.S. Air Force (800) 533501, U.S. Army (800) 8922490, U.S. Marine Corps (800) 84597, U.S. Navy
(800) 4439298, or U.S. Department of State (202) &470. The names, photos, and details of the below listed
MI A/ POW6s which have been r ec o vralmsiecdthe publicatiort of theilastdRAO and/ o1
Bulletin are listed on the following sites:

1  https://www.vfw.org/actioncorpsweekly

http://www.dpaa.mil/NewsStories/NewsReleases
http://www.thepatriotspage.com/Recovered.htm
http://www.powmiafamilies.org
https://www.pownetwork.org/bios/b/b012.htm
http://www.vvmf.org/Waltof-Faces

= =4 =4 =4 =

-- U.S. Army Cpl. Arthur C. Ramirez, 19, of Pima, Arizona, was a member of Battery B, 57th Field Artillery

Battalion, 7th Infantry Division. He was reported missing in action on Dec. 6, 1950, when enemy forces attacked his

unit near the Chosin Reservoir, North Korea. His remains could not be recovered follosvattpttk. Ramirez will

be buried March 19, 2020, in Marana, ArizoR&ad about Ramirez

-- U.S. Marine Corps Pfc. Royal L. Waltz,20,was a member of Company A, 1st Battalion, 18th Marine Regiment,

2nd Marine Division, which landed against stiff Japanese resistance on the small island of Betio in the Tarawa Atoll

of the Gilbert Islands, in an attempt tacsee the island. Waltz died between the first and second day of the battle,

Nov. 2021, 1943. Interment services are pendiRgad about Waltz

-- U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Cpl. Oscar E. Koskel®2, was a member of Headquarters Company, 29th Marine

Regiment, 2nd Marine Division, when American forces participated in the battle for Saipan, part of a knajerop

to secure the Mariana Islands. Koskela reportedly sustained wounds in combat and was taken onboard the USS Solace

for treatment. He died onboard the ship on June 18, 1944. Interment services are Reradirabout Koskela

-U. S. Navy Chief Mac hi4RjsesveddastheMaval AmniuaitibraDeStrandsSelbdmarine Base

in Cavite, Philipine Islands, when Japanese forces invaded. Intense fighting continued until the surrender of the
11
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https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/Recent-News-Stories/Year/2019
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http://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases
http://www.thepatriotspage.com/Recovered.htm
http://www.pow-miafamilies.org/
https://www.pownetwork.org/bios/b/b012.htm
http://www.vvmf.org/Wall-of-Faces
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/2062303/soldier-accounted-for-from-korean-war-ramirez-a/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/2074089/marine-accounted-for-from-world-war-ii-waltz-r/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/2074061/marine-accounted-for-from-world-war-ii-koskela-o/

Bataan peninsula on April 9, 1942, and of Corregidor Island on May 6, 1942. Smisek was among those reported
captured after the surrender of Corregidor and b¢lthe Cabanatuan POW camp. Interment services are pending.
Read about Smisek

-- U.S. Navy Fireman bt Class Dan E. Reagan, 2Q@yas assigned to the battleship USS Oklahoma, which was
moored at Ford Island, Pearl Harbor, when the ship was attacked by Japanese aircraft. The USS Oklahoma sustained
multiple torpedo hits, which caused it to quickly capsiee attack on the ship resulted in the deaths of 429 crewmen,
including Reagan. Interment services are pendiegd about Reagan

-- U.S. Navy Fireman 1st Class Hadley I. Heavir23, of Baxter Springs, Kansagas assigned to the battleship USS

West Virginia, which was moored at Ford Island, Pearl Harbor, when the ship was attacked by Fapaatsen

Dec. 7, 1941. The attack on the ship resulted in the deaths of 106 crewmen, including Heavin. He will be buried May
23, 2020, in his hometowRead about Heavin

-- U.S. Navy Fireman 1st Class Rex E. Wis@1, of South Haven, Kansasas assigned to the battleship USS
Oklahoma, which was moored at Ford Island, Pearl Harbom Wieeship was attacked by Japanese aircraft on Dec.

7, 1941. The USS Oklahoma sustained multiple torpedo hits, which caused it to quickly capsize. The attack on the
ship resulted in the deaths of 429 crewmen, including Wise. He will be buried AprilZ2,i@Braman, Oklahoma.

Read about Wise

-- U.S. Navy Fireman 2nd Class Joseph W. CarrolR0, was assigned to the battleship USS Oklahoma, which was
moored at Ford Island, Pearl Harbor, when the ship was attacked by Japanese aircraft. The USS Oklahoma sustained
multiple torpedo hits, which caused it to quickly capsize. The attack on the shifedein the deaths of 429 crewmen,
including Carroll. Interment services are pendiRgad about Carrall

-- U.S. Navy Fireman 2nd Class Martin D. Young, 21was assigned to the battleship USS Oklahoma, which was
moored at Ford Island, Pearl Harbor, when the ship was attacked by Japanese aircraft. The USS Oklahoma sustained
multiple torpeddits, which caused it to quickly capsize. The attack on the ship resulted in the deaths of 429 crewmen,
including Young. Interment services are pendiRgad about Young

-- U.S. Navy Seaman 1st Class Warren C. Gillette, 2fyas assigned to thattleship USS Oklahoma, which was

moored at Ford Island, Pearl Harbor, when the ship was attacked by Japanese aircraft. The USS Oklahoma sustained
multiple torpedo hits, which caused it to quickly capsize. The attack on the ship resulted in the d@&lseihen,

including Gillette. Interment services are pendiRgad about Gillette

-- U.S. Navy Seaman 2nd Class Cecil H. Thornton, 2tyas assigned to the battleship USS Oklahoma, which was
moored at Ford Island, Pearl Harbor, when the ship was attacked by Japanese aircraft. The USS Oklahoma sustained
multiple torpedo hits, which causedatquickly capsize. The attack on the ship resulted in the deaths of 429 crewmen,
including Thornton. Interment services are pendidegd about Thornton

-- U.S. Seaman 1st Class Joe R. Nightingale, 2@as assigned to the battleship USS Oklahoma, which was moored

at Ford Island, Pearl Harbor, when the ship was attacked by Japanese @iner&af§S Oklahoma sustained multiple

torpedo hits, which caused it to quickly capsize. The attack on the ship resulted in the deaths of 429 crewmen, including
Nightingale. Interment services are pendiRgad about Nightingale

[Source: http://www.dpaa.mi| February 14, 2020 ++]
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https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/2073986/sailor-accounted-for-from-world-war-ii-smisek-l/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/2066981/uss-oklahoma-sailor-accounted-for-from-world-war-ii-reagan-d/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/2021923/uss-west-virginia-sailor-accounted-for-from-world-war-ii-heavin-h/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/2024444/uss-oklahoma-sailor-accounted-for-from-world-war-ii-wise-r/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/2066983/uss-oklahoma-sailor-accounted-for-from-world-war-ii-carroll-j/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/2068167/uss-oklahoma-sailor-accounted-for-from-world-war-ii-young-m/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/2069063/uss-oklahoma-sailor-accounted-for-from-world-war-ii-gillette-w/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/2069074/uss-oklahoma-sailor-accounted-for-from-world-war-ii-thornton-c/
https://www.dpaa.mil/News-Stories/News-Releases/PressReleaseArticleView/Article/2066976/uss-oklahoma-sailor-accounted-for-from-world-war-ii-nightingale-j/
http://www.dpaa.mil/

VA Caregiver Program
Update 61: Should Someone Else be in the Room Initiative

In coming months, physicians at Veterans Affairs hospitals will start their patient visits with a seemingly mundane
but potentially r andei ocnael eglusees th eo MhenmduSlibquar rbfcd maew itiatice Dy

VA leaders and the caregivBycused Elizabeth Dole Foundation to make sure that spouses, parents and loved ones
providing direct care for injured veterans are included in every $tepiomedical planning and treatment, something

that happens inconsistently today.

Advocates said the goal is not only to improve health care for veterans but also for their families atidethe e
department health systefin.( Car egi v eresr)a nrsa meegde cvaeti on é They do their
up, 6 said Dole, a former North Carolina senator and calt
Bob Dole. fAThey are the f i rllpossilédutcoenesosuicidkieT leense highad emrs th é
provide care that is extensive, intimate and around the clock. Just imagine the insight our medicalnaisfésse
t o gai n fAscardimg to past research with VA, roughlytvch i r ds o f iveesteported difficiltyc ar e g
accessing their |l oved onesd medical records or being fi

The new initiative, staedat three regional department netwolkBEB, includes training for hundreds of doctors,
nurses and sogil wor kers on how to better include caregivers i
they are invited to appointments, asking for their observations and input, and including treiatidn in medical
charts.VA officials said for many yanger medical professionals, those practices are already part of their normal
routine. But the approach has not traditionally been part of past medical school training, and is not alwagdnequi
outside medical system8.T h i s -birsa i an err aidfLisar Pape,sdepaty chief officer for patient care services at
VA. i We should be engaging these caregivers in treat mel

The efforts are separate from a congressioralyn d at e d e x [ stipead pmgranofdr cagivérs, which
awards monthly payouts to individuals who provide-fiie monitoring for injured or infirm veterans. That program
is currently open only to po&/11 veterans. Expansion to other groups has Hekayed until latethis year.Pape
said the new training program will be expanded from the first three sites to the rest of the VA system later this year,
after a short trial period to troubleshoot any issues. Veterans and caregivers may not see results immediately, but
hopefully will notice a gradual integration into VA captans over the next two yearSteve Schwab, CEO of the
Dole Foundation, said numerous outside medical systems amdadsty monitoring the effori We want t o cr ea
new standar d efs@sidMocraer ei nffeorremadt iton on the initiative is
https://campaignforinclusivecare.elizabethdolefoundation.¢®&purce: MilitaryTimes Leo Shae Il | February 1,
2020 ++]
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VA Video Connect
Update 01: An Easier Way to Obtain Medical Care
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Veterans who live in rural areas have experienced difficulty over the years in gettingarhedid r e at ment t h
convenientThe VA Video Connect program addresses that issue by enabling the health care provider and veteran to

meet faceo-face by way of a smaphone, computer or tablé€asey Durham, a psychologist the VA Austin Clinic,

spends three days of her fiday work week usig Video Connect to see patient&he Austin clinic is one of the

largest VA outpatient cligis in the country, Durham sail.mission of the VA for several years has been to increase
veterans6 access to ment al a n dis gnénoy thei wayas to comreeat with eeterarsar e,
who live in hardto-reach aread.he Central Texas Veterans Health Care System area of service covers 35,243 square

miles in 39 counties.

The technology that makes Video Connect possible has been addwiedheartedly by veterans living in rural
areas, but is also popular in places such as Austin, where commutes can be anxiety inducingsaemngthy in
respect to timeVeterans living in urban and suburban areas are using Video Connect because filletirae stay
athome parents who donét have family or friendsngwho can

each way for an appointmerit.| f I see them on telehealth, they can sc
napsad stil | have access to needed servicesrenbur hami sgi
rur al Thewvidea appoimtments are welcomed by veterans who have mobility issues, and those who are working
full t i me a redours affrvdrk, shie aald.eThetemploged veteran might be able to take an early or late

lunch and keep the appointment with their doéh an empty conference roofmBei ng mor e accessi bl e
tremendous amount of good and veterans realize the ¥4dr@e above and beyond in its effort to connect with them
to meet their needs, 0 Durham said.

Since 2018, 432 providers within the Central Texas Veterans Health Care System successfully used virtual
capabilitiesd telehealth and VA Video Conneét to connect with veterans to address their health concerns,
according to Deborah Meyer, public information officer for the Central Texas Veterans Health Care System. The
providers include nurses, pharmacists, nutritionists, blind rehab staff, physical medtiabilitation staff and
othersVeterans who live 30 minutes away from a VA provider can opt out of eave and seek community care.

The community care physicians ar en 0 onbétwekneptowdersdiffctd t e d u nd
As a psychol ogi st, Durham said, her understanding of :
community woul dnoét | iitareseryice bman individuafdso, if one & loet patierits mentidns

they have a questionrfdis or her primary care physician, Durham can get that message to the doctor.

The veteran determines what medical care theyt teareceive via Video Conneddurham said she has veterans
she sees via telehealth, but also sees them in persoly ifithgart of a grqu she meets with at the clini¢gideo
Connect hasnoét changed t he restultedirtcféewercencetatiorsiezn pateatsnéhe day ,
dondét receive their medical car e t brrincidegtihastmadestiig¢éoa |l t h  ha
the clinic a problemFor people who are living with significant depression, mobility issues or chronic pain, which
many veterans struggle with, prding an alternative is helpfuMinimizing barriersis always a benefit,h& said.
AiWe want to get people outside, moving around and soci

ment al and physical heal th, 6 Durham said. ABut first wi

Durham said people can use theeo feature on their phone for the appointments but she recommengishgsin
biggest screen availabié.l t opti mi zes the experience and is more | ik:i
t he same r oThenVAvaluedveterans, Dudhn said, and is always looking at ways to better reach and
connect with theniThose veterans who have difficulty getting to VA clinics for care for whatever réasunbility
problems, caring for children or elderly parents, or working full tdneneed totalk openly with their medical
providers about the things that get in the way of getting to their medical appointments.

Check and see if your physician is willing to provide car¢hrough Video Connect, Durham saMA providers

want to be the choe for our veterans, shesaidT he bottom | ine is that teleheath
are, o0 Dr. Leonie Heywort h, a VA clinician who served
publ i cVvaetdiroen .nda k iexibde andh o myg e n if é nDurhanosaid dheesges b5 to 20 veterans a week
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using Video Connect.To learn more about VA Video Connegirogram visit the VA App Store at
www.mobile.va.gov/appstore[Source: Temple Daily TelegrarhJanice Gibbs | Febary2, 2020++]
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VA GeroFit Fitness Program
For Vets 65 & Over

The Canandaigua VA Medical Center, a member of VA Finger Lakes Healthcare System, started a unique fithess
program back ir2014 called GeroFit. It was one of only fodA pilot programs nationwideBack then only four

Vet erans were enrolled in the Canandaigua GeroFit prog
there are 110 Veterans active in the prograchaound 400 enrolled in the program. Today, nationwide there are 15

VAs offering the GeroFit program.

Donald Van Epps, an 8¢earold Pittsford Army Korean War Veteran, joined the program over three years ago
and has been dedicated to the prograanding at least three days a week. Even when he is away six months of the
year either in the Thousand Islands or Florida, he uses his free VA issued iPad to video in at 8 a.m. to take both the
chair and floor exercise classése s ay s, i Beli ntgh e8 6e X e rnceiesde all can get! o He
GeroFit program, he said, fibecause at age 82 | had no
bal ance. 0

Veterans need to be 65 years of age and enrolled in VA to be part optrgised tailored exercise program that
is designed to help Veterans stay physically fit and indepén@iba GeroFit program is fre¥eterans are referred
by their VA provider and their fitness progress is reviewed and documented in their patient rEtigratgormation
is placed in a national VA portal to be accessed by VA researches to analyze and report findings as to the benefits
exerck e pl ays i Notsumrsidgly orte eeaelarthhabstract showed there is a 25% reduction-ipearl0
mortality rate for participants; they are living longer; 75% improvement in mental health; a greater reduction in
medication use and participants continue to experience improved physical function five years after enrolling in
GeroFit, according to the VA. Vatans in the GeroFit program live longer, healthier, happier, more independently
and economically (due to less prescription use).

It is one of the few VA programs that allows spouses to join the program with their Veteran. As Teri Kopp, PT,
MBA explains, this is because when a spouse also joins GeroFit it motivates the Veteran to consistently attend the
program and achieve their health goals. The program has added Tai Chi and will soon be adding yoga to its curriculum
which focuses on balance and s¢resduction for a longer healthier life.

The Bath VA Medical Center opened a GerFit Program this past November and is in the process of enrolling
Veterans and setting up video conferencing to help rural &edestay fit without the drive/A Finger Lakes
Healthcare System at Canandaigua and Bath offer other telehealth service options to Veterans in the home, the clinic
and in the hospital. For more information visitvww.canandaigua.va.gov/services/Telehealth.asp
www.bath.va.gov/services/Telehealth.asfyou can call the Canandaigua VA (585) B3B892 or Bath VA 60664
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4490 to learn more about telehdadiervices.Veterans who are not in ti@anandaigu& AMC service area should
ask their local VAMC how to sign up for and be issued aifPaeto participate this VA program. [Source: Genesis
County Express| January 31, 2020 ++]
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VA Together We Can Program

Two More Subjects Added to Info Series

The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has added two new information summaries to its Together We Can
series: isSafe Home Environmento and fAiStaying Safe on P
the home can become a dar@es place very quickly. Keeping the home safe from firearms, medications, and other
potentially lethal items through safe storage can help protect children or grandchildren and help prevent accidents or
injuries from occurring.

fisSafe Home Environmedt i nf or ms Veterans and their families abou
medications, and other potentially harmfnis can enhance safety and reduce the likelihood of accidents or dying
by suicide. For example, using gunlocks and safes can build in additional time and space between an individual and a
firearm during a moment of destha pesple whoAkdpsstheir fieearmsildcket ort er a t
unloaded were at least 60 percent less likely to die from suicide compared to those who stored their firearms either
unlocked, loaded, or both. Veterans and families can learn about safe storage optipractices at the National
Shooting Sports Foundation.

fiStaying Safe on Prescription Opiodds f @s®mopioid misuse and steps Veterans can take to stay safe while on

prescription opioids. This information also highlights the importance of having open and honest conversations with
your health care provider regarding family history, risks or possisis for overdose, and avoiding unsafe use of
prescription opioids. Atttps://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/suicide prevention/resourcey@asgpcan read the full
information shees and access more useful resources by downloading and sharing the Together We Can information
sheetsBacked by research, this series provides practical information and steps that family members cabetake t
there for a veteran in their liveAdditional topics include:

1 Connection and Sense of Purpose

1 Help Is Available for Your Emotional Pain

1 Coping With a Suicide Loss

9 Talking to Children Who Have Been Affected by Suicide or an Attemtecide of Someone They Know

[Source: VA News Releas¢February 52020 ++]

VA Sexual Trauma Claims
Over 2 Years20% Wrongfully Denied/Improperly Handled
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https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/suicide_prevention/resources.asp
https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/suicide_prevention/docs/Together_We_Can_Connection_and_Sense_of_Purpose_CLEARED_508_11-5-19.pdf
https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/suicide_prevention/docs/Together_We_Can_Help_is_Available_for_Your_Emotional_Pain_CLEARED_508_10-1-19.pdf
https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/suicide_prevention/docs/Together_We_Can_Coping_With_a_Suicide_Loss_CLEARED_508_12-19-19.pdf
https://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/suicide_prevention/docs/Together_We_Can_Talking_to_Children_CLEARED_508_12-19-19.pdf

For nearly two years, about one in five veteran military sexual trauma claims were wrongfully denied or improperly
handled by the Department of Veterans Affairs, officials told Condré¢dsB.In September 2019, VBA completed a
review of about 9,700 preuvisly-denied MST claims from Oct. 1, 2016 through June 30, 2018. Of the 9,700 the agency
reviewed, about 1,900 "required additional development" so they were initially wrongly denied or improperly handled,
VBA Undersecretary for Field Operatis Willie Clak told Congress.That amounts to about one in every five MST
claims during that period being wrongly denied or handled incorrectly.

Since September 2019, of the 1,900 still being worked on, Clark said VA found that about 460 deserved to be
approvedand have their disability percentage increased. Another 500 are still being worked on, Clark said, and about
900 claims decisions wesustained or remained deni€tark said VA approves thousands of claims Rdaincluding
survivor claims:'We do gethese right in some cases," he said. "Where we get them wrong, we need to know about it.
If we don't, then we discourage magoeople from coming to the VA.The information was revealed in a House
Veterans Affairs Committee hearing on how VA supports mijlissexual trauma survivors.

In a press conference held simultaneously, VA Secretary Robert Wilkie said when he took office, about 25 percent
of women veterans used VA andw that number is 41 percetitVe are leading the change inlitary culture; Wilkie
said. But sexual harassment and assault are not uncommon at VA, though the agency is the leguliogd=iréor
survivors of MST. About one in four women veterans experience sexual harassment or assault at VA facilities.
Generally, women vetans are about seven times more likely to experientiargisexual trauma than meissault
and harassment have also been linked to deaths by suicide arlddsmass among women veterai®omen veterans
are more than twice as likely tmmmit suicideas nonveteran women. MST survivors face nearly twice the risk of
homelessnesgSource: ConnectingVets.comAbbie Bennett February 05, 2026+]
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VA Budget FY 2021
Update 01: $243.3Billion Requested

The U.S. Department dfeterans Affairs (VA) has a proposed $243.3 billion budget for fiscal year (FY) 2021. The

10. 2% increase from FY 2020 will allow VA&és continued

care and timely access ddetreqhestwikensure ¥eteeansdndsheinrfamilias experienéeT h e b
health i mprovements and technological moderni zation ad
evidenced by the i ncr ea sd thatnotonlyidceeasesalth came desvices and beaefits e c e i v
to Veteran® but allow VA to |l ead the way in forward thinking

The FY 2021 budget provides robust funding for the sec
of $13.5 billion or 14.1%above 2020) in discretionary funding and resources for health care, benefits and national
cemeteries. Additonal 'y, therebés $133.8 billion (an increase of
for benefit programs, specifically: compensation and pensions, readjustment benefits, housing and insurance. Budget
highlights include:

1 MISSION Act: Beginning June 6, 2019, VA launched its new and improved Veterans Community Care
Program giving Veterans a choice about how best to meet their health care needs. More than 5,000
Veterans per week are accessing the new urgent care benefits provided theoMgBSION Act. The FY
2021 request would provide resources to support expansion of the Program of Comprehensive Assistance
for Family to eligible Veterans seriously injured in the line of duty on or before May 7, 1975.

1 Preventing Veteran Suicide: $102 billion ($682 million above 2020) for mental health services includes
$313 million for suicide prevention programs, a $76 million increase (32%) over FY 2020. Part of this
funding will support President Tr umpwesVetttaneanditi ve Or
End a National Tragedy of Suicide (PREVENTS) program.
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T Womeno6s He2@Gmmilltom ($53 million or 9% above FY 2020) forgendep eci fi ¢ womends h
care. This increase will expand access to gynecology, provide more primary garessir women and
enable VA to continue to identify and serve the health care needs of women Veterans.

1 Electronic Health Record Modernization (EHRM): $2.6 billion ($1.2 billion above FY 2020) to
continue implementation of a single longitudinal elegitdhealth record (EHR) from active duty to
Veteran status and ensure interoperability with the Department of Defense. In addition to funding continued
EHR deployment to further sites, the FY 2021 request will accelerate nationwide deployment of the
Centrdized Scheduling Solution.

1 Transforming Business Systems$221 million in the request will support the continued deployment of a
modern integrated financial and acquisition management system. The request also includes $236 million
for VA to transform itssupply chain system through the implementation of the LogiCole solution (formerly
Defense Medical Logistics Standard Support) and other supply chain improvements.

1 Blue Water Navy (BWN): $137 million to continue implementing the Blue Water Navy Vietnam
Veterans Act of 2019 (BWN) by ensuring sufficient staff are hired to support claims processing, handle call
center activity, and conduct quality reviews. In FY 2021, VA expects to receive an estimated 70,000 BWN
claims and appeals. VA has received moeni,000 BWN claimg) since Jan. 3 and has already
issued $7.5 million in retroactive benefit payments to 218 BWN Veterans and survivors.

1 VA National Cemeteries: $360 million for increased burial access, partnering with stakeholders and
preservingg et er ans®é | egacies. I n 2019 the National Cemet
customer satisfaction index for any organization in either the public or private sector from the American
Customer Satisfaction Index.

1 Capital Investments: $1.9 billion f or VA®ds t ot al construction program
American Lake (Tacoma, Washington) and Long Beach (Long Beach, California) projects.

[Source: VA News Release | February 19, 2020 ++]
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VA Mission Act
Update 13: After 8 Months VA Unable to Forecast Cost

\

Eight months after the Department of Veterans Affairs launched a new program to connect veterans with private
sector doctor s, the agency doesnot knowmhaeWw miagby appgoi
taxpayersThe VA Mi ssion Act, a bipartisan measure intended
subject of a congressional hearing Wednesday. Members of the Senate Veterans Affairs Committee quizzed VA
officialsforrear | y t wo hour s aulseand ondoingempementgtiBenmdrsTestédd-81T) said

18



he was frustrated that the VA could not forecast the cost. Congress needs to know its funding requirements, he said,

especially since President Donaldifrp 6 s budget proposal for the agency in
next week.
AEi ght months into the new ¢ ommuiiorcannotpeovidé thenmumbgr am, t h

of referrals that have abacomeAnappg diurst, men tdso,nod tT essetee rh o w
dollars are associated with those appointments and whether the usage is in line with what you egtienateid

pr ogr am wGosgresserovidadmboat $15 billion for community care inttded s | at est budget . \
asked whether that would be enough, Richard Stone, executive in charge of the Veterans Health Administration,
replied: Al think you asked the key question that keep:

Stone said the VA is waiting tolla reimbursement claims from privatector providers in order to determine
how many appointments were completed and at what cost. He provided the committee with a rough estimate: about
$1 billion to $1.1 billion each month spent on outside care. Atrdttat the program should fall within its funding
levels, he said. Stone promised Tester he wouldrretuery quarter with an updafel 6 m as frustrated &
Stone said. ABut at t hUmgerheadldn/eteramuuCGhoice Bragy which wae iefdased s o | i d .
by the Mission Act, the VA repeatedly ran out of funding in its budget for community careVPh&ecretary David
Shulkin went to Congress on three separate instances in 2017 askimgrédomoney to keep it viabl8tone said that
shoul dndt be thiHe nc e fti ldiesntt iamhe.t hi s point that we are ¢
asking for additional dollars, o he said.

Senators brought up other concesrizEBabout the implementation of the Mission Actluding whether it would
decrease the amount of time veiss wait for care, asintendddT hi s commi tt ee has concerns

building out the network and its abi l(RKS), the commiee t vet e
chairma.Mor an brought up a recent report from the VA I nspe
could worsen under the Mission Act. The | Gbds office bas

1.6 million veterans acrossdtlda, south Georgia, Puerto Rico and the Caribbean. VA officials in that region referred
more than 206,500 requests in 2018 for community care at clinics outside the VA network, with veterans facing a 56
day wait on average before receiving care, accgrttirthe report.

During the first month after the Mission Act went into effect, the number of community care consultations in that
region increased by more than 1,000, the IG found. The VA has predicted that under the Mission Act, the overall
numberof veterans eligible to receive community care nationwide will irsdeom 684,000 to 3.7 milliofi Gi v e n
the current workload and potential increase in patients eligible to receive community care, it is critical that [the VA]
ensures sufficient stafirgnd ef fi ci ent processing, o0 the | G report st a

The VA is creating regional networks of privatector providers to care for veterans under the new law. The first
region, which stretches from the northeastern United States to th&tlandic, recently deployed its network, Moran
said. The other three networks in the continental U.S. are expediedaonched by the end of 2020We must t ak e
opportunity to learn from region one and have honest conversations about difficulties that couldttreesemorks
well before it is fully developed, 06 Moran said. AWe ow

Mul ti ple senators voiced concerns about the VAS&és abil
under the Misgn Act. Sen. Mike RoundfR-SD) said two large health care providers in his state are collectively
waiting on more than $5 million in retmrsements from the VAThe agency is working through 2.5 million
backlogged claims from private providers, said Kaneen Mat t hews, the VAd&ds assistant
community care. The total inventory daims stands at 3.4 millioiThe VA hopes to eliminate the backlog by Sept.
30, the end of the fiscal year, she sdiflource: Stars& Stripes| Nikki Wentling| February 5, 2026+]
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VA Cancer Care
Update @: Artificial Intelligence Being Studied to Diagnose Cancer

A team of researchers at the James A. Hal ey Veterans®o |
is documented by enlisting the help of a computer to diagnose the disease in one of the largest patient populations in

the nation: veterans. Sophisticated artificial intelligence is capable of drastically altering how cancer is diagnosed and
treated by larning to distinguish imagery of tissue containing cancerous cells from pictures of healthy tissue, a recent
study in the Feder al Practitioner journal cl ai ms. iBas
disease process, the computan be trained to evaluate and recognize new and unique images from patients and
render a diagnosis, 0 the studyds authors wrote.

To test machine learning software, researchers uploaded hundreds of microscopic images of commonly diagnosed
forms of the disease, such as lung or colon cancer, along with pictures-céimzerous cells. At the conclusion of
the test, the softwai®@ both Googleand Applebased versions were test&dnot only distinguished cancerous cells
from noncancerous tissue with a success rate of better than 90 percent, but it also indicated the exact form of cancer
it was analyzing. The ability of usétiendly machine learning software to learn and efficiently perform traditional
human tasks in less time will alleviate some of the demand on medical practitioners who are already being stretched
thin, the authors claim.

By coupling Al with a growing list btelehealth options, specialists have the potential to reach patients from
anywhere in the worl d. Greater accessibility would esp
system, many of whom live in remote, rural areas where sisgial facilities needed to treat unique diseases are
scarce at best. A collaborative doefdrsystem can also diminish patient wait times and effectively eliminate the
time-consuming paperwork analysis that has always bogged down practitioners. Whanitbt d o , accordi n
of the studyds authors, is replace its Homo sapien cou
can be rolled out in the entire VA system so that pathologists who are working solo, or maybe there are two
pattologists in some small VAs, would have the benefit of having something that is helping them become more
productive, help them prioritize the workload and i mpr

And while the hope of machine le@ng enthusiasts is to eventually applya@dsisted healthcare on a global scale,
early testing using the VAO6s expansive patient base al
The myriad imagery generated from the nearly 50,000 calimgnoses of veterans each year, for example, will enable
Al software to analyze more data, learn faster, and expand application to other demographics and diseases at a pace
ot her healthcare systems cannot tadds tlovercomnk before Aliceanbd s not
considered entirely viabl@ ensuring the impeccable accuracy of its decisi@king paramount among them.

In 2019, Googleun Al software was fed hundreds of images and tested to determine whether it couldhpeedict
early onset of a deadly kidney disease. Two of every thregeAerated results yielded false positives. Significant
diagnostic errors like that can be detrimental to practitioners who then follow up on phantom diseases using valuable
time that couldbe spent treating patients in dire need, Mildred Cho, associate director of the Stanford Center for
Biomedical Ethics, told WUSF News. Continued success in machine learning trials like the one at the James A. Haley
Vet eransd Hospitad ,Alhdwefvietryr éd oidmp lwehmhé ntf @ati on i nto heal
evolving software, such as Appteoduced Al that is now capable of recognizing images that have been rotated,
flipped, or cropped, will help alleviate a glaring industvige trerd.

The fAnumber of pathologists in the U.S. is dramati ce
physician shortages, especially in fields of specializ
models could readilyssist physicians in underserved countries and impact shortages of pathologists elsewhere by
providing more specific diagnoses in an expedited manr
concluded, will be immeasurably beneficial in diaging and documenting everything from various forms of cancer
tononcancerous di seases, brain hemorrhages, blood disorde
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these technologies to improve health care delivery to veteran patientstedsrianited only by the imagination of
the user. o [ Sour ce: MilitaryTimes | J.D. Simkins | F

Womends Health Transition Tr ai
WHTT Registration Ongoing

The number of women in the military has increased tlverast few decades. As a result, the number of @mom

Veterans also has increas®¥@ wants those women who are transitioning out of the military to know about the many
specialized health carersizes available tothematVA. A6 s Wo me n 6 s oH Erairding (WHTT) program t i

was devel oped by VA Womends Health Services, with the
Program (TAP). A woman Veteran who uses VA health care teabbdsurhour, voluntary courselhe training

includes:

1T Therange of available womendés health care services o
contraception and gynecology. In addition, VA offers cancer screenings, whole health and mental health
care services.

1 The process and eligibility requiremeifds enrollment into VA health care.

1 How to stay connected with other women Veterans through networks, resources and prograarsipest

All service women who are transitioning within the next year can attend training. The WHTT is offering 100 in
person training events and 18 virtual training opportunities. The training is available bothéthinited States and
overseasln-person traing runs from 8:30 a.m. until 4 p.m. local time. Dress is uniform of the day or civilian casual.
Bring notetaking supplies and lunch. Virtual sessions will be available on the Adobe Connect Online platform. You
will receive the direct link to access ttraining via emil message after you registérfull list of upcoming training
events, as well as the agenda and registration details, are availatps:#www.whttforyou.com/registration

In fiscal 2018, there were 1.9 million women Veterans. Of these, over 780,000 have enrolled in VA health care.
While thatds 41% of all women Vmberghroaghshe WNTA progaAvor ki ng
has a dedicated Center for WomenvBmrs office and a Women Veterans Program manager at each VA Medical
Center nationwide. Veterans who are interested in receiving care at VA should tentezrest VA Medical Center.

The highest percentage of military women during the Vietnamvi&s 2%, and 11% during the Gulf War.
Currently, more thai9% of active duty is femal&/A assigns women Veterans who receive VA health care to a
dedicated primary care provider. That provider provides general primary care aradafysprainedinwomae 6 s car e .
For more information on VA benefits and services provided to women Veterans, call the Women Veteran Call Center
at 1-855VA-WOMEN or 1:855829-6636. Register todayttps://www.whttforyou.confior atraining near you

[Source: Vantage PointHans PetersepFebruary 12, 2020 ++]
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VA Fraud, Waste, & Abuse
Reported01thru 14 FEB 2020

Las Vegas, NV-- Claudia Ann Merrill, 61, of Farmington Hills, Michigan, pleaded guilty today to defrauding the U.S.

Department of Veterans Affairs out of more than $1.75 million in veterans benefits, announced U.S. Attorney Nicholas
A. Trutanich for the District of Nevad
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According to court documents, from on or about January 1, 2014, through October 1, 2019, Merrill devised and
executed a scheme to defraud and to obtain money and property frgm.theerrill admitted that she submitted false
applications in theames of veterans, as well as the surviving spouses of veterans, in connection with VA health care
programs known as Veterans Pension and VA Aid and Attendance. In furtherance of the scheme, Merrill altered
medical records to ensure that the veteranorisur¥ ng spouseds physical or ment al
for the benefits. She then fraudulently directed benefit payments into bank accounts she controlled, and concealed the
benefits from the veterans and surviving spouses. As a result ahibms, Merrill fraudulently caused the VA to pay

out $1,755,412 in benefits that it otherwise would not have paid but for the scheme.

Merrill is scheduled to be sentenced by U.S. District Judge James C. Mahan on May 15, 2020. Merrill faces a
maximum penalty of 20 years in prison and a $250,000 fine. As part of her guilty plea, Merrill agreed to pay
approximately $1,755,412 in restitution. Any sentence, however, would be determined at the discretion of the court
after consideration of any applicabtatsitory factors and the Federal Sentencing Guidelines, which take into account
a number of variablegSource: DoJ Middle District of Nevadaly . S. At t o r| dapuarg 31, 2000 #+ c e

-0-0-O-0-0-

Boston Mass-- A vendor for several Veterans Affairs medical facilities was chaf#gE&B in connection with a
scheme to profit by billing for, but failing to perform, critical medica gaspections at VA facilitiesChester
Woijcik, 49, of Agawam, Mass., was chargeith one count of wire fraud.

It is alleged that from May 29, 2014, through March 5, 2015, Wojcik, as the owner of Alliance Medical Gas
Corporation, engaged in a scheme to defraud the VA by creating false invoices and reports for medical gassnspect
that never took place. Medical gas supply systems deliver piped gases, including compressed air, oxygen, nitrous
oxide, nitrogen, and carbon dioxide, to operating rooms, recovery rooms and patient rooms. Medical gas supply
systems must be inspectedianaintained regularly to ensure the safety of patients and medical professionals. Wojcik
allegedly failed to perform, and then lied about, scheduled inspections of medical gas systems at VA facilities in Sioux
Falls, SD, Tuskegee AL, and Montgomery, AlWWojcik was allegedly paid $8,981 by the VA for services that his
company did not perform.

The charge of wire fraud provides for a sentence of up to 20 years in prison, three years of supervised release and
a fine of up to $250,000 or twice the gr@ssn or loss from the offense. Sentences are imposed by a federal district
court judge based upon the U.S. Sentencing Guidelines and other statutory Twodetails contained in the
charging document are allegations. The defendant is presumed twberihunless and until proven guilty beyond a
reasonable doubt in a court of lasource: [Source: DoJ District oMass.| Uu. S. At t oFebnuary® s Of f i ¢
2020 ++]

-0-0-O-0-0-

Knoxville, Tenn -- Southeastern Retina Associates ("SERA") has Bai& million to resolve False Claims Act
allegations in the United States District Court for Heestern District of Tennesseks part of the settlement, SERA

entered into a fivgrear Corporate Integrity Agreement (CIA) with the U.S. Department of HeathHuman
Services, Office of the Inspector General (HB&5), requiring the implementation of a risk assessment and internal
review process designed to identify and address evolving compliance risks. The CIA requires training, auditing and
monitoring desined to address the conduct at issue in the case. Southeastern Retina Associates has over 250
employees in offices throughout eastern and middle Tennessee, northern Georgia, and southwestern Virginia.

The settlement resolves allegations that, fro@2through 2016, the practice improperly used the Modifier 25
billing code to charge Medicare and Medicaid for exams that were not separately billable from other procedures
performed on the same day. The settlement also resolves allegations that cediaaréMand Medicaid billings
during the same period included charges for exaniégaier levels than appropriatét is important that medical
providers present appropriate and reasonable charges for services that are paid for by the taxpayers.Enisivféic
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committed to ensuring that publicly funded healthcare systems are not charged more than what the billing rules
prescribe,” said U.S. Attorney J. Douglas Overbey.

"Healthcare fraud and abuse impacts every American. The critical resoutca®ttemoved from our health care
system due to exploitation results in higher health care cost for everyone. The FBI will continue to work closely with
federal, state, and local partners to investigate those who abuse federally funded healthcare'psagtamseph E.
Carrico, Special Agent in Charge of the Knoxville Division of tieeléral Bureau of InvestigatioiWe will continue
to pursue doctors that use deceptive billing practices to make more money. These types of schemes cost federal health
care programs millions of dollars and cheat taxpayers in the process," said Derrick L. Jackson, Special Agent in Charge
at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Inspector General in Atlanta.

"The Department of Veterans Affairs Ofiof Inspector General is committed to working with our law enforcement

partners to identify and investigate those who defraud
VA-OIG will continue to aggressively investigate anyone who ovelbils pr ograms i ntended to ca
veterans," said Kim R. L a mp-Qli GhddssAtMntidfieldcGffiaelTheAngestigationi n Ch ar

was prompted by a lawsuit filed in 2015 under the qui tam or "whistleblower” provisions Balde Claims Act,

which permit private individuals to sue on behalf of the government for false claims and to share in any recovery. The
rel ator 6s s h anrthe casef willbeh$270,008 e alainesrsettled by this agreement are allegatiolys on

there has been no determination of liabilif{source: DoXEasternDistrict of Tennesse¢ U. S. Attorneyos
February 42020 ++]

-0-0-O-0-0-

Charleston, W. Virg. -- Julie M. Wheelerentered a guilty plea for federal health care fraud, announced United States
Attorney Mike Stuart. Wheeler, 43, of Beckley, faces up to 10 years of incarceration, a $250,000 fine, and three
years of supervised release when sentenced on May 20, 202WillSHiso be subject to an order of restitution in an
amount ranging from $302,131 to $469,983, with the final determination to be made by the Court at sentencing.

Wheeler defrauded the Spina Bifida Health Care Benefits Program and in the process stole hundreds of thousands
of dollars from taxpayers, o0 said United States Attorne
VA of hundreds of thousands dbllars and deprived the victia child diagnosed with spina bifidaf services. The
VA provided health care benefits to certain Korean and
spina bifida through the Spina Bifida Health Care Beséfibgram. Spina bifida is a type of birth defect where there
is an incomplete closing of the spine, potentially leading to complications including difficulty in walking, poor bladder
or bowel control, and di ff i c,udcdivgd suclma dimagnbsis larid fqualified foAin v et er
home care through this VA program.

Wheeler was related to K.L and was also the owner of a homecare services company, JRW Homecare Support
Services. Wheeler was hired to provide servicesto K.L.@luelk. L. 6 s spina bifida conditic
of $736 a day to provide eight hours of daily services
changing K.L.&6s clothes and etfoockintakears Efastgles Wheedes solmmittedt e d  wi t
fraudulent applications where she filled out VA forms and was overpaid for providing care for K.L. Specifically,
Wheeler did not provide K.L. the care for and during the time period described. Wheeler submitteddlaénvst
stating that she provided care for K.L. eight hours a day, seven days a week, from October 2016 to April 2018 at the
full daily rate of $736 a day.

Wheeler gave a statement to the VA and the FBI admitting that she greatly inflated #reratelity of the care
that she provided to K.L. This was corroborated by other witnesses who provided statements that Wheeler did not
provide eight hours of daily care. Wheeler further admitted that her conduct defrauded the VA of hundreds of
thousand®f dollars and deprived the victim of services. The viatinthe spina bifida diagnosi&.L., has since
passed awaySource: DoJBoutherrDistrict of W. Virginia|] U. S. At t debruaryld20200f]f i ce |
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*Vets *

Medical Marijuana
Update 01: Survey Indicates Vets Using but Costis a Barrier

Military veterans are using marijuana to treat chronic pain,-fpaginatic stress disorder, anxiety and depression,

among other ailments, according riecently released survey dathut t he <cost of medi cal ma

covered by insurance, is a barrier, even if cannabis is usedattsative to pharmaceuticalsnal results from the

2019 Veterans Health and Medical Cannabis Study, which looked at 201 veterans inhMeetsscand 565
respondents nationwide, were presented at the Cannabis Advancement Series held Wednesday at Babson College in
Wellesley.

The study, which was done March 3 through Dec.2R9was conducted by Marion McNabb, a public health
researcheand CEO of Worcestdrased Cannabis Community Care and Research Network; Steven White, professor
of management and marketing at University of MassachtBattsnouth; Stephen Mandile of Uxbridge, an Irag War
veteran and cannabis advocate; and AnumB CED of Joint Venture & CoMore than half of the 201 Massachusetts
veterans who completed the survey through outreach by veterans groups, social media sites and marijuana dispensaries
were age 50 or older. Most, 54%, had served in the Army. The sample evadelmingly male, 90%, and 84% were
white, norHispanic.

Chronic pain, PTSD and anxiety were the top medical conditions facing veterans. Nearly one in three, 30%, of
veteran respondents were currenthhad been homeless in the pabhety-one pecent of respondents reported using
medical marijuana. Recreatial marijuana was used by 59%.large majority of veterans who responded to the
survey reported that cannabis provided relief for their major medical troubles. In fact, 77% reported agtigely t
reduce the use of ov#he-counter or prescription meghtions with medical cannabi$op symptoms treated with
medical cannabis included: pain, 51%; sleep problems, 50%; depression or mood, 45%; anxiety or panic attacks, 41%;
and aggression, 24%.

ilt surprised me, but ités not that surprising, 0 McNa
medi cal cannabis.elThefy6re medilTmd fscuardvheayhd ss fuisrediongs s he

on previously pulished research on medical marijuana, also reported at the Cannabis Advancement Series last week,
by Staci Gruber, director of the Cognitive and Clini
Center and associate professor of psyirhiat Harvard Medical SchoolGruber told the audience that almost
everything researchers know about the impact of cannabis on the brain and cognitive functioning comes from
recreational users, most who began using the drug as teenagers, while their bralhdeaslsting.

Studies conducted by Gruber and colleagues have found that after three months of treatment, medical marijuana
patients demonstrated improved task performance accompanied by changes in brain activation patterns measured in
imaging. Furher, brain activation patterns after treatment appeared more similar to those in healthy controls, who
werendt usi ng meatmentwiahnmeedical marijuan&raber sadrhertresearch suggested medical
marijuana use may affect the brain diéfetly, compared with brain impacts angorecreational marijuana users.
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Consistent with the veterans survey, Gruberds study al
how they were feeling and notably decreased use of prescription gdautisularly opioids and benzodiazepines, after
three months of treatment.

Mandile, an Uxbridge selectman, became an advocate for medical marijuana after he was seriously wounded in
Irag while deployed with the Army National Guard in 2005. His Depent of Veterans Affairs doctors put him on
57 medications, including nine opioids, over the ensuing deta@@13 he attempted suicida.2014, an ultimatum
from his wife prompted Mandile to wean himself from prescription drugs by using marijuamethsog he
accomplished in five monthsde founded a nonprofit organization, Alternative Treatment for Veterans, to raise
awareness and work with dispensaries to offer discounts on medical marijuana to veterans who are rated 100%
disabled by the VA. The pduct discounts have been picked up by 11 marijuana dispensaries across the state.

Mandile also testified last week on proposed legislation, H. 4274, filed by state Rep. Michael -Batkingham,
that would allow veterans to use their VA paperwtwlqualify for a medical marijuana card, instead of requiring
them to pay hundreds of dollars to get a card from a separateeredibealth care professionBhe Joint Committee
on Cannabis Policwas toreport on the bill byp FEBMandile began workig with McNabb a little more than a year
ago to push for data on veterans6é access to medical ma |

The 2017 state law legalizing aduke marijuana called for the Cannabis Advisory Board to make
recommendations to the Cannabis Control Commiseitated to costs associated with the purchase of medical
marijuana by U.S. military veterans and individuals insured through the VA, and to make recommendations on
improving costeffective access. But a study and recommendations were never done bytiie &8, dedline in
the law, Mandile saidi As much as they (legislators) can feel the ¢
ithey needed something more concrete, more data driven.

The new survey found Massachusetts veterans speasesage of $79 a week, or $317 a month on cannabis.
Nearly threequarters, 72%, purchase cannabis from regulated dispensaries. About ohéivay 19%, grow their
own. Money to purchase marijuana products and get a medical marijuana card were W hiapriers eported in
the veterans survefi. | n t he veterans community, we often hear, 6Th
was an opportunity for the Legislature and people of Massachusetts to actually do something to help veterans, more
than just a thank o u[Saurce: Telegram.conj Susan SpencefFglruary4, 2020++]
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Fisher House
Update 08: New Albuquerque Facility W elcomes First Family

After several years of anticipation, a year of constructioncandtless hours of preparation, the Albuquerque Fisher
House has officilly welcomed its first familyPaula Parker and Linda Eastman (pictured aleft)e both of Carlsbad,
New Mexico, made the fivhour drive and now have a safe, comfortable home yarstd he house is within walking

di stance of Paulads husband, who is recdvéaei Frgsaert Heu
really is a home away from home. There is a family at
Eag man, the Veteranbés sister. Al have also enjoyed maki
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When Parker learned last month that her husband was going to be admitted to the VA medical center for an
extended amount of time, she haddecide whether to stay at a hotehwake the drive back and forth. t 6 s such a
benefit to be so close to the hospital and within minu:
in the hospital. At least here we can unwind front ¢hlittle. It saves us the outside expenses of food and lodging and
gives us a sense of securitp, b wi ng we ar eHearimg theses@rimentssdlidifiesavhydhe facilities are
SO important.

Christina RamirezAlbuquerqueFisher House mamger and her program assistabipnald Keeverhave been
getting the house ready for this moment. Since the dedication last October, Ramirez and her team have hit the ground
running. They have ensured the rooms are ready for occupancy and any items #thaddegssing were done prior

to having the families residé.Peopl e are al ways i mpressed with how beau
house until I got families in the door. N o veomparifoa a | i vi
to the warmth and instant | ove that these families hav:

Donations appreciated

Fisher House accommodations depend on eligibility and availability. Fisher House staff consider families who
meet eligibilitye qui r e ment s. I't al so c¢onsi diegtsthedahiliyA Rishetélduger ands h
is NOT a temporary residence, treatment facility, hospice, or counseling center. It is a place where family members
can be closer to their hospitalizeatéran.Criteria for admittance isstablished locally by hospital or installation
commanders. Families do not pay to stay at a Fisher House. Fees at Army, Navy, and Air Force Fisher Houses are
underwritten by Fisher House FoundatiBisher Houses havall-time salaried managers, but depend on volunteers
and voluntary support to enhance daily operations and program expakdistnof current houses and contact info
can be found ahttps://fisherhouse.org/programs/houses/hdasetions [Source: VAntage PoihRon Bassford
February 62020++]
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Vet Toxic Exposure | K2 Black Goo

VA Ready to help and asks Sick Veterans to Come Forward

WELCOME TO

| KARSHI-KHANABAD, UZBEKIS

Department oiVeterans Affairs Secretary Robert Wilkie acknowledged publicly 5 FEB that service members who
deployed to a Uzbekistan base used after the 9/11 attacks may have been exposed to toxic substances, asking for them
to come forward togpetoulrelspm.l dii Rewer slaiy®oarss ai rmen in
come up from the ground. We are working with the Depar:
who was speaking at the National Press Club and took questionssiponters.

In December, McClatchy exclusively reported that the Pentagon knew about contamination at the Karshi
Khanabad, Uzbekistan base, known as AK2,0 before it de
launch airstrikes and pport operations against@aeda and the Taliban after the 9/11 attacks. Beyond the black goo,
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which may have been fuels and other solvents, McClatchy also uncovered documents showing that the Pentagon knew
the base had been contaminated by enriched wraand chemicalveapons remnantsOn Wednesday, Wilkie
acknowl edged McClatchyo6s reporting on the issue and pl
different than the challenges they have faced in getting help in the past.

iMcChwatbas reported on this extensively, o Wi lkie sai

Secretary of Defense | ast week, I want all veterans wh
AfBe it those wh @someathing at K2 leert BleeX\aterdNavg veterans, be it those who still suffer
the i mpacts of Agent Orange, come see us. File the cl ai

the paperwork I s going t dalveestpelo®|lye aresa,ddy Wiol khied pa d dienca.
to K2.0

Some of the men and women who served at K2 have been struck with various cancers or other chronic ailments.
They have struggled for years to get help from the VA or get the depattecbgnize their illnesses as connected
to their time at the toxic base. Instead, they have tried to help each other through a private Facebook group. During
the time K2 was open to U.S. forces, roughly 7,000 served there. The Facebook group, winigmiless for their
military service at K2, has rapidly grown to 2,900 members. At least 310 K2 veterans in the group have acknowledged
they have been diagnosed with cancer.

Several K2 veterans are in Washington this week, meeting with congressional committees to raise awareness of
the illnesses there, and last month, the national security subcommittee of the House Oversight and Reform committee
sent letters to Wilkie antb Defense Secretary Mark Esper, seeking information about contamination at the base.

Asked about Wil ki eds comment s, for mer Air Force Staf"
di sappointment. 0 Blumke depl oy ellSpecal OFerationsnwing 8nd is inand 20
Washington this week meeting with Congress on the issu

6Come to the VA and seek the VA, d when many tpésmess t hey
at K2,0 Blumke said. fiWe need the VA to identify and p
ground in Uzbekistan, to | et them know they have been

Rep. Stephen Lynch, a Meschusetts Democrat who chairs the Oversight and Reform Subcommittee on National
Security, sent letters to the Pentagon and VA seeking information on K2. The deadline to respond has passed, and
both federal agencies have asked for more time. But Lyncksaithe of K2 &6s veterans dondt h
of these folks are stage four and have not been given
have to resort to subpoenas, 0 Lyn cyhera Sodhosk couldbe@omeng got a
out . | 6ve already spoken to some of our Republican col |

Previously, the VAds official statement to McClatchy |
among veterans wheerved at KarsiKk hanabad. 6 When notified of the number
Wednesday, the agency -rgporéng to thegioem [Sounce: Mc@ldatcbyrDE& h &aka Cape || f

February 05, 2020 ++]
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Mil itary Sexual Trauma
Update 07 House Hearing on VA Support of MST Survivors

On S5 FEB the House Veteranso6é Affairs Subcommittees on He:
hearing to discuss how VA supports survivors of military sexaalma (MST). Survivors of MST often exhibit

symptoms associated with PTSD, such as anxiety, sleeplessness, intrusive thoughts, agitation, and an inability to
concentrate. Many survivors of MST do not report their assaults to their commanders or meftisaigmals, which

makes it difficult to develop a claim for VA benefits. At the hearing, Ranking Member Jack Bergrvéiy $kated,
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AfwWe need to make sure that veterans applying for benef
evaluated a i Mo watctothe2 hourhearinggo to https://youtu.be/gAKsplgl5t8 [Source: VFW Action Corps
Weekly| February 7, 2020 ++]
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Gl Bill

Update 301: Housing Allowance ChangeOne-Time Transition Relief

VA has recently implemented Sections 107 and 501 of the Harry W. Colmery Veterans Educational Assistance Act of
2017, commonly referred to as the Forever Gl Bill. The law requires student veterans to receive their montlgly housin
allowance based on the zip code of the school where they actually take the majority of their classes, not the zip code
for the main campus. This change could cause student v
offering impacted individuals the opportunity to apply for -gimee relief to help with the transition to a lower rate.

Those affected will need to fill oMA Form 2210204 and submithe form through thésk a Question Portabr mail

the form to the Regional Processi@dfice of Jurisdiction or call theEducation Call Center at 1 (888) 442.4551.

[Source: VFW Action Corps Weekly February 7, 2026+]
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Vet Fraud & Abuse
Reported 01 thru 14 FEB 2020

Brooklyn, NY -- Attorney General Letitia James announced the sentencikticbfel Erber, 62, of Brooklyn for

stealing money intended to pay the rent of homeless New York City veterans from four Community Based
Organizations. Erber was sentenced to a term of imprisonment of2l0ygars. On January 21, 2020, Erber was
convicted after gury trial of four counts of Grand Larceny in the third Degree and one count of Scheme to Defraud

in the First Degree. Erber was also convicted of one count of Grand Larceny in the Second Degree for stealing lottery
winnings from a disabled veteran.

According to evidence produced during trial in Supreme Court, Kings County, Erber operated an organization
known as MAGV, a New York notfor-profit. MAG-V recruited homeless veterans with promises of housing and job
training, posting fliers with numerodsmeless shelters and community based organizations. Erber also personally
recruited veterans and case managers from these organizations. As the evidence proved, after selecting veterans in
need of housing, MA&/ entered into master lease agreements laitdlords in Brooklyn and The Bronx, and then
Mag-V subleased with the veterans. MAGthen obtained federal funding intended for homeless veterans or veterans
at risk of becoming homeless, for their re®}t ailn pdgwehdrs
City. Unbeknownst to the CBOs or the veterans, Erber did not pay the landlords any of the funds provided by the
CBOs to pay the rent where the veterans were housed. As a result of this scheme Erber stole more than $3,000 each
from four sepeate CBOs, more than $67,000 in total.

I n addition to stealing money from the CBO6s, the Attt
stole money directly from the individual veterans who were being housed bywMElge federal fuding from the
CBObds was mpaoney teahselp gettthe veterans out from the streets and shelters and into stable housing,
enabling them to eventwually start paying rent on thei
veterans pal rent money directly to Erber, but again, Erber pocketed the rent money and did not pay the landlords.
As a result, all of the veterans were evicted for-papment of rent.

The jury also convicted Erber of Grand Larceny in the Second Degreegdtingt$200,000 from John Pickett, a
di sabled veteran, who won a |lottery jackpot in 2015. Ac
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the lottery, Mr. Pickett was constantly pressured by Erber to invest the lottery winnings wittMMk@xchange,

Erber promised the veteran a paid positonon MA@ s board of directors and offer e
housing, as well as a paid job with M&gnone of which Erber ever did. Based on these false pretenses, Erber stole
approximatey$ 200, 000 from the veteran. Based on bank recor ds
demonstrated Erber spent more than $110,000 on rental cars and more than $41,000 to buy a car. The defendant was
sentenced by Judge Donald Leo in Kings Coudtypreme Court Part 16. The defendant has two prior felony
convictions. [Source: NY Attorney General Press Release | Letitia James | February 6, 2020 ++]
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Military Retirees & Veterans Events Schedule
As of 14 FEB 2020

The Military Retirees & Veterans Events Schedule is intended to serve astopnesource for retirees and veterans
seeking information about events such as retirement appreciation days (RAD), stand downs, veterans town hall
meetings, resource fairs, free legal iady mobile outreach services, airshows, and other beneficial community
events. The events included on the schedule are obtained from military, VA, veterans service organizations and other
reliable retirebveterans related websites and resources.

The current Military Retirees & Veterans Events Schedule is available in the following three formats. After
connecting to the website, click on the appropriate state, territory or country to check for events scheduled for your
area.

1 HTML: http://www.hostmtb.org/RADs and_Other_Retiéeterans Events.html
1 PDF: http://www.hostmtb.org/RADs and_Other_Retieterans Events.pdf
1 Word: http://www.hostmtb.org/RADs_and_Other_Retiéeterans Events.doc

Note that eventsdied on the Military Retirees & Veterans Events Schedule may be cancelled or reschigeides.

traveling long distances to attend an event, you should contact the applicable RAO, RSO, event sponsor, etc., to ensure
the event will, in fact, be held ondldat&ime indicated.Also, attendance at some events may require military 1D,

VA enrollment or DD214. Please report broken links, comments, corrections, suggestions, new RADsadher

military retiredveterans related events to the Events SchedMlanager, Milton.Belll26@gmail.com

[Source: RetiredVeterans Events Schedule Manager | Milton Be#iruary 142020 ++]
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Vet Hiring Fairs
Scheduled As ofLl4 FEB 2020

The U.S. Chamber of Conrence 6s ( USCC) Hiring Our Heroes program em
conjunction with hundreds of their hiring fairs. These workshops are designed to help veterans and military spouses

and include resume writing, interview skills, and @meone mentoring. For details of each you should click on the

city next to the date in the below list. To participate, sign up for the workshop in addition to registering (if indicated)
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for the hiring firs which are shown below for the next month. For more information about the USCC Hiring Our
Heroes Program, Military Spouse Program, Transition Assistance, GE Employment Workshops, Resume Engine, etc.
refer to the Hiring Our Heroes websitgtps://www.hiringourheroes.org Listings of upcoming Vet Job Fairs
nationwide providing location, times, events, and registration info if required can be found at the following websites.
You will need to review eacsite below to locate Job Fairs in your location:

1 https://events.recruitmilitary.com

1 https://www.uschamberfoundation.org/events/hiféirs

1 https://www.legion.org/careers/jobfairs

First Civilian Job

Forty-one percent of veterans surveyed indicated they left their firsthpitiry job within one year. Another 31%
indicatedsdd they left their first civilian job to make ends meet and never intended to stay. Another 30% left as the
result of finding a better job, while 19% left because the job did not align with their expect@tiinsl2% left
because the position was terminated or they were laidlodfreasons for aying at a job depend greatly on financial

and longterm opportunities in the comparfyixty-five percent of veterans say they will stay at a company for better
pay, while 55% stay for a clear path of career growth. Other activities, like veteran resource groups and volunteer
activities, seem to have less impact on whether veterans remain or leave theiguinse: Recruit Military, USCC,

and American LegionHebruary 14 20 ++]
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State Veteran's Benefits
Nevada 2020

The state of Nevada provides several benefits to veterans as indicated below. To obtain information on these refer to
the attachment tVetStathBesefitB WNIVIdar anioverview of theebdlgw bénefits. Benefits are
available to veterans who are residents of the state. For a more detailed explanation of each of the below refer to
http://www.veterans.nv.gov

Veteran Housing Programs
Financial Assistance
Employment

Education

Recreation

Other State Veteran Benefits

=A =8 =8 -8 -8 -9

[Source: http://lwww.veterans.nv.gov &  http://www.military.com/benefits/veteragtatebenefits/nevaa state
veteransbenefits.htm| Februar2020++]
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Note: To check status on any veteran related legislagiorto https://www.congress.gov/bill/116thcongressfor any House or Senate bill
introduced in the 116th Congress. Bills are listed in reverse numerical order for House and therB8israte.normally initially assigned to
congressional committee to consider and amend before sending them on ¢oiskeeoHSenate as a whale. read the text of bills that are to he
considered on the House floor in the upcoming week refettits://docs.house.gov/floor

VA Patient Care Needs
S.3089 Proposal Seeks t@etter Match Facilities to Needs

TheBuild for Veterans Act (S.3089)abipartisan bill (33089) introducedecember 18, 201id the Senateseeks to

better match the availability of VA facilities to its patierdre needs, an issue that has been the subject of numerous

reports and proposals in recent years pointing to usgigply in some r@as but ovesupply in othersi Too of t en,
veterand and the dedicated VA employees and medical providers who servé fireinVA facilities outdated or
cramped for space. And unfortunately, the process for
sponsor Sen. Jon Tes(®-MT) ranking Democrat on the Veterans Affairs Committee.

The bill woul d expedite Congress6 approval process of
more flexibility to lease unused VA property and facilities for vetdoamused services amgperations; require that VA
regularly collect the views of veterans and VA employees and use that information to plan for how to improve or build
facilities; study vulnerability of existing facilities to extreme weather events and take steps to lesseisitipand
study space and ot her ong bedlth records$ initiatesdihe bilbalsd woeld r&agidré sache | e c t r
major VA facility employ staff responsible only for facility planning and management of construction projects.
[Source: FBweek | January 31, 2020 ++]
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PTSD Assistance
Update 05: H.R.4305 Puppies Assisting Wounded Servicemembers for Veterans Therapy Act

The House of Representatives approve®.4305allowing the Department of Veterans Affairs to launch a pilot

program to treat veterans with PTSD bwiring them with therapy dogshe Puppies Assisting Wounded
Servicemembers for Veterans Therapy Acwhich was introduced 12 SEP 2019 and had 324 spampsssed FEB

by voice vote It would have the VA award grants to nonprofit organizations that would not only provide veterans with
puppies to become therapeutic service dogs but would also cevergthof training the puppie8.A s ol di er unde
command during Operation Iraqi Freedom recently told me what his service dog means to him: he was able to fly on a

pl ane for the first time in 10 years and he took his f
lead sponsor, said whelmet bill was introduced.

Currently, the VA does not coordinate with nonprofit programs that provide veterans with therapy dogs or training
sessions for the puppies and owners. The task of finding therapy and service dogs usually falls to thegdtignt,
the process more arduoéisl r ecently met with veterans in my district
medi cations or no |l onger needed them because of the 1o
Michael Waltzsaid.Service dogs must undergo training programs, whether conducted by nonprofit organizations or
the veterans themselves, but the requirements for training programs vary. A VA program would streamline the training
process and ensure that all traininggrams have met certain quality standards.

While the National Center for PeStaumatic Stress Disorder says there has not been enough research to show that
therapy dogs can help treat ptrstumatic stress disorder symptoms, veterans who have tethesdogs alleviate
many of the symptoms. Veterans say their service dogs help them by turning on lights and waking them if they show
signs of having night terrors, improving sleep, and sweeping rooms for safety before thejSentare: Washington
Examiner | Cassidy MorrisgrFebruary 05, 2028+]
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Traumatic Brain Injury
Update 75: H.R. 5739| Blast Exposure ProtectionAct

Rep. Nydia M. Velazquez @Y) has authored legislation, tBdast Exposure Protection Act to extend health care

benefits to veterans who suffered blast injuries and hearing impairment while in the line of duty, helping close a gap

in our medical care system for thosho served in conflicts abroad.Our v et er ans r i sokf tuhseior | i
said Vel 8zquez. iwWwe must honor their service with not
ensure our veterans receive the care they deserve. o

Until recently, a veteran receiving benefits through the Veterans Adnatist (VA) was required to provide
documented proof that an injury was obtained in the line of duty. This created a devastating coverage gap for those
who developed servieelated injuries or illnesses later in life. Unfortunately, blast victims ardy likee suffer
repercussionskie PTSD throughout their liveFhe National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) for Fiscal Year
2020 took steps to close this coverage gap in the future by requiring that, going forward, blast exposures in the line of
duty be doamented to ensure coverage of health problems that arise in the future. Unfortunately, this change does
not address health problems from veterans who previously experienced blast exposures and whose health problems

are only now beginning to manifest. Vedjgm e z 6 s | egi sl ati on woul d assist vet e
exposures.

AWhil e NDAA made i mportant strides for veterans who
afford to leave behind veterans who were injured in Afghaais |, Il raq or other conflicts, o

to introduce this bill and will be workingwithmypcd | eagues forfiTtaumdvaaockemainh . idonj u
conditions associated with bl as hewdgyleAssaciate Digkectoe Natioead y s er i
Legislative Service, Vet erans of Foreign Wars said. fi M
service, which makes it difficult to prove that these conditions were caused by an event in skeAgeWTis proud

to support the Blast Exposure Protection Act of 2020, which would ensure that veterans who were exposed to blasts
during military service receive the careamdme f i t s t hey Weels8zeguaetzell sy bnieleld . hdas bee
HouseVeterans Affais Committee for consideratioiSource: VFW Action Corps Weekly February 72020- ++]
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Vet Hotline
S. 351 |Veterans Assistance Helpline Act

Legislation that would establish a simple thdégit hotline forveterans to gain assistance related to their Department

of Veterans Affairs benefits and othergices has been introducddhe Veterans Assistance Helpline Act, introduced

by U.S. Senator Gary Peters, would direct the Federal Communications Comri&@nand the VA to create an
easyto-remember hotline with live operators for veterans and their lovedidn®% must ensure veteran
and across the country can easily access the VA benef
Commander in the U.S. Navy Reserve and a member of th
introduce this bipartisan legislation that would establish anasgmember, thredigit number to connect veterans

with VA resources and services. o0

In the past, Peters has led numerous efforts in the Senate to support Michigan veterangcandesabersLast
year, the Senate unanimously passed a bipartisan bill he introduced to expand appipemtpyEstunities for
veteransNumerous bipartisan provisions have been signed into law to help our service members and their families.
These measures are providing our troops a 3.1% pay rai ¢
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families from receiving their full wvivor benefits, providing National Guardsmen a record of service after their
retirement or completion of service, and improving coordination between various federal agencies to help veterans
transition to civilian life. [Source: UpNorthLive Devon Maiieu| February 62020++]
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Wyoming National Guard
HB.0090 |Defend the Guard Act.

A northeast Wyoming lawmaker is proposing a bill that would require U.S. Congress to formally declare war before

the Wyoming Mitional Guard can be called uphe Defend the Guard Act, or House Bill 98, says that members of

the Wyoming National Guard could not be sent to an active duty combat zone without a declaration of war or official

acton from U.S. Congres§undance Rep. Tgr Lindholm proposed the bill and is a U.S. Navy veteran. He said he

believes the wars in much of the Middle Eastndt have any clear directiom.] t hi nk t hi s i s a gr eaf
to stand up and hold Congress accountable. If we are goin@tgechur National Guard with the responsibility of

putting on their boots and defending our country, then Congress should at least take the responsibility of voting to
declare war, o Lindholm said.

Cheyenne Sen. Stephan Pappas, who is a retired Usbie Brigadier General, said he does not support the bill
because the federal government financially supports t
repercussions from the federal governménEr om my per s p e cirgs work betweeh thd&nmmilitaw anldo w t h
the political and civilian sides, should we pass a bil
the federal military agencies that webesi ovtleu isrnte Ds Pwiptpha.
Pappas said he also questions the legality of the proposed law.

h

Lindholm said while he has received support from veterans on the bill, he welcomes the criticism, especially from
his legislativ colleaguedi| f ul | ygeixmpgctto I[lbamve some push back on this
have the conversation. I d cbthiséconveksationvor anyithang likeVityinoregarto g h as €
foreign po Lawmakersin other states iard putting fortiikr legislation. Lindholm said he hopes the
bills push Congress to bring troops back from atiroaestablish a clear missich.Ther eds no mi ssi on |
accomplish. Ités everything from this wiidgkoverthere,pet s o me
handing out coats. Thereds no actual goal for an end i

Lindholm also heads the Wyoming chapter of Bring Our Troops Home, a national organization of veterans that
looks to end current U.S. militaigpvolvementin the Middle EastLindholm said there will be a rally in support of
the bill at Wyoming State Capitol did FEB which will feature an appearanérom Kentucky Sen. Rand Paiil.|
think itds an important conwmembatri @i tConlyawves,s tthatfdasc tg
talk about the stateds sus@lpég nign ftohl iwAgtheebith mades,ftdiwayxeé nga it d
through the legislature, Lindholm said veterans will be coming to the Capitol to loblnefbilltas well as the Bring
Our Troops Home causg¢Source: Wyoming Public MediaQatherine WheeldrFebruary 11, 2020 ++]

* Military * |

33


http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrTcXnVDYtSxZAAsKOJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIybmJkMmI3BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZANmN2M4YThiYTcxNzE2YTRmYjNlNDE4NjY0YTYxZjVkOQRncG9zAzgEaXQDYmluZw--?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?_adv_prop=image&va=military+logo&fr=yfp-t-900&tab=organic&ri=8&w=1593&h=1044&imgurl=www.dingking.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/Military-Logo.jpg&rurl=http://www.dingking.com/gi-bill/&size=503.9KB&name=<b>Military</b>-<b>Logo</b>.jpg&p=military+logo&oid=f7c8a8ba71716a4fb3e418664a61f5d9&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-900&tt=<b>Military</b>-<b>Logo</b>.jpg&b=0&ni=21&no=8&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=110o0jeie&sigb=13b12r8s6&sigi=11tc3o6v1&.crumb=56Y089kbxWn&fr=yfp-t-900

Army Budget Request| 2021

$178B to Meet Modernization, Combat Readiness & Personnel Needs

The U.S. Armywants $178 billion for its fiscal year 2021 budget as the military moves forward with a multiyear effort

to modernize weapons systems designed to counter adversaries such as Russia and China, the service said 10 FEB.The
budget plan also would give a slighgost to regular Army end strength, which would rise to 485,900 sofli&,900

more than 2020 levels, Army officials said.

The budget plan would be a slight reduction from the
says ithas realigned funds to ensure that its top priordiesmodernization, combat readiness and personnel rfeeds
are met. Most of the reductions in the 2021 request were the result of cutbacks in overseas contingency funds, a result
of scaling backintheMidl e East, Army budget director Maj. Gen. Pal
forces preserve peace through strength, o0 the Army said
be prepared to prevail in conflict in a complexugrity environment where strategic completion from revisionist powers
is the predominate threat to our national security int

The budget zeroes in on a range of weapons projects that have been in the works for several years, including
improvements to longange precision fires, the development of Hyaded hypersonic missiles and future attack
reconnaissance aircraft. The Army budget also calls for the modernization of combat vehicles including the Bradley,
Abrams, Stryker and Paladin. Nea#i35 billion will be spent on research, development and acquisition, while $21.7
billion will be dedicated to procurement for weaponry, Chamberlain said. The Army said it is undergoing its most
comprehensive modernization effort since the late 1970saamdley 68 0s, when maj or syst ems
Bradley Fighting Vehicle, Black Hawk helicopter and the Patriot missile defense system were developed.

Another focus for the Army has been on boosting the readiness of the force. To that éndgtt expands initial
entry training for armor, cavalry scout and engineer units. The increase from 14 to 22 weeks of training follows similar
extended infantry school training that was implemented last year. In 2021, the Army also plans to hold Batgficle
a major exercise that involves rotating large numbers of forces from the U.S. to the region for drills. The Army is
conducting a similar exercise this year called Defender Ewopeh e ser vi ceds | argest exerci
years, inwlving 25,000 soldiers.

The budget adds $3.4 billion to fund training and readiness initiatives. In all, the Army intends to spend $30.9 billion

on readiness efforts, budget documents st at esuportiidear | y ¢
contingency operations in Syria, Iraq and Europe, where soldiers regularly deploy on a mission to deter potential
Russian aggression. The Army said its soldiers are res

requirements abroadSource: Stars & Stripes | John Vandiver | February 10, 2020 ++]
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USMC Budget Requesi{ 2021

Funding Dip, Personnel Reductions in $4B Request

The Marine Corpsd annual budget request wildl shrink in
proposal released Monday. The Marines will use the 2021 budget to maneuver the service alongside the Navy in
alignment wi tNhattihoen aH e nDteaf geonrsées St rat egy, which refocuses
adversaries |ike China and Russia The Marine Corpsd re
billion. The Mari nes6 decahgedrom $dodbiliah inl2@20, § Cdahgrdss approves the a
pl an, according to the budget request rel eased Monday.
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$1.8 billion. The Marines®d oper at ijoatyof whichlis fon axpeditiopanya n c e f |
forces.

Overall, President Donald Trumpds administration is r ¢
for inflation, Deputy Defense Secretary David Norquist told reporters 10 FEB at tteg®enThe service would
eliminate 2,100 spots for a total end strength of 184,100 Marines, down from 186,200 in 2020. Of those, 21,670 would
be officers and 162,430 would be enlisted. The Pentagon budget request includes a 3% pay raise for personnel. The
reduction in Marines will be seen in areas such as headquarters with excess capacitpirational units, according
to Rear Adm. Randy B. Crites, the deputy assistant secretary of the Navy for budget. The reduction in personnel is part
of a larger effrt by the service to allow for it to reinvest in modernization efforts, according to the budget proposal,
which include policy reforms and business process improvements.

The Navyds aviation pd which ndudes MarinerCerpsiucefsdt is foral21 aifci@f® 1
costing $17.2 billion. The Marine Corps aims to maintain its current aviation fleet. Forwirgdaviation
procurement, the Marines are asking for 383 and 10 £35B Lightning Il fighters and five K€30J refuelers. For
rotary aircraft, the service is asking for seven83K King Stallion helicopters, three M22B Ospreys, nine TH3A
training helicopters and five new VBI2 A hel i copter s, which are used as th
unmanned aircraft are beingueested.

The Marinesd procurement budget for expeditionary eq
Tactical Vehicle®d the Combat Tactical Vehicle and the Combat Support VeBiclwith configuration kits, 512
fewer than in 2020. Tdy also want to purchase 72 Amphibious Combat Vehicles, 16 more than in202@e: Stars
& Stripes | Caitlin M. Kenney | February 10, 2020 ++]
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USAF Budget Request 2021
Manning Growth Slows To1500in $165.6B Request

TheArForce is planning for its smallest end strength i nc
budget for fiscal 2021The spending plan, announced by the Pentd§@oREB would increase the total Air Forée

including the newly createSpace Forcé by 1,500, to 512,100. Since the tyear, sequestratiedriven drawdown

ended in 2015, the total force has typically grown by about 4,000 or 5,000 each year. Last year, thregatatifo

strength grew by 4,40 2018, Air Force ChiefoftSa f f Ge n. Dave Goldfein said he h
strength growth at about 3,300 each year after fiscal 2019. But this budget would fall far short of that goal.

On the active duty side, the Wulbdgeof wo@0 dmade ahmament a
activeduty members of the Space Force. This would bring the Air Force atityeend strength to 333,100, and the
Space Force activeéuty end strength including some transfers of airmen to the Space Férde about 600, for a
tot al of 333, 700 -dutydnae strefgth for fiscal 202® i 332,80E&he AirvFerce Reserve would
grow by just 200 to 70,300, and the Air National Guard @waubw from 107,700 to 108,100he budget also includes
6,434 authorizations that would kteansferred to the Space Fortée Air Force said in budget documents it also plans
to move some airmen from legasystems to newer capabilities.

When Goldfein in 2018 discussed his hopes of growing the force, he baililireg end strength was a crucial first
step in fixing morale troubles plaguing undermanned and tmedeurced bases the continental United States.
iMor ale and readiness are inextricably |linked, o Gol df ei

Nearly half of the Air Forceds 2021 growth would go toc
duty side and 157 in the reserves. The budget said the
operational squadren, 6 and supports -85fightersingd K@6oPedasus tangersoThe Air Eorce F
spent years correcting a severe shortfall in maintainers that at one point left the service short by 4,000 airmen.
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As the Air Force has struggled to stamalarming increase in deaths by suicide, the budget calls for expanding the
Task Force True North program with 80 additional actiuéy airmen at higltempo units. Task Force True North, a
mental health and resiliency program that began in 2017, enfibedsed clinical social workers and mental health
providers in units so they can interact with airmen on a daily basis. Deaths by suicide among Air Force service members
and civilians spiked by orthird last year,d 137.Also among activeluty airmen, lie Air Force also wants to add 108
more airmen in combat support, 68 more trig, and 19 more cyber airmdrhe budget also calls for 43 more aviation
reservists. This will help it prepare to increase crew ratios as the Reserve moves from the dli@grtdt®er to the
KC-46.

The Air National Guard would gain 50 cyber airmen, 83 space, nuclear and command and control operations airmen,
150 logistics airmen, 101 security forces airmen, and 16 combat support airmen. These increases will sugport the 9t
Air Force Joint Task Force, space and cyber missions, the budget overview said, as well as increasing the deployment
readiness of the g¢uarimds of it embateAir Fofcedindtke badged calls foefurthee a d
integrating the virtuareality program known as Pilot Training Next into how the Air Force trains its aspiring pilots.
[Source: Air force Time $tephen LoseyFebruary 10, 2020 ++]
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USSF Budget Request2021
$15.4B Mostly for Research, Developmengnd Testing

The U. S. Space Force requested a $15.4 billion budget
new, sixth branch and invest billions on research and design aimed at improvingetisedeff key U.S. space assets.

The reuest marked the first full budget proposal for the Space Force, which was established in December. Like the
Space Force itself, the budget was largely carved out of existing assets that have moved out of the Air Force.

The budget would allow the SgaForce to grow from an expected 38 troops by Oct. 1, the end of fiscal year 2020,
to about 6,434 in 2021, according to documents detaild@
Those troops include most of the Air Force personnelat@expected to transfer into the Space Force once systems
are established to ensure they can be paid properly. Space operators from the Army and Navy are not expected to
transfer into the service until 2022, senior Air Force officials said last weake3orce only has one official member
now.

The | argest chunk of the Space Forceds budget is a $
evaluation focused on space. The fundi spgceassetsksildmore dev el
resilient and defendable architectures, and develop of
according to the budget documents. That funding includes money for upgraded GPS systems, better protected
commun cations satellites, and other fispace warfighting e
for new spacecraft technology and development of a new command and control system for space.

The Space Force budget would provide $2libh for procurement that was previously managed by the Air Force
and would fund acquisition of spacecraft, launch services and products to ensure communications security. It would
also fund three space launches for national security programs and tvazeghdsPS satellites. While the budget
foresees thousands of service members moving next year into the Space Force, it leaves some $800 million in personnel
costs within the Air Force budget until a new accounting system can be established for theitrgursfeps. The only
official member of the Space Force is Gen. Jay Raymond, the chief of space operations. Some 16,000 Air Force troops
and civilians are assigned to work for the Space Force, but remain employed by the Air Force. Service officials said
last week that they expected nearly all Air Force space operators to move into the Space Force, which is expected to
grow to about 16,000 troops within five years. [Source: Stars & Stripes | Corey Dickstein | February 10, 2020 ++]
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Army Expeditionary Warrior Experiments
Woobies |Aerial Blood Delivery|Exoskeleton Braces

U.S. Army and British soldiers will participate in a forop-force experiment to test out battlefield techs ranging from
thermaldefeating woobies texoskeleton knee bracekhe Maneuver Battle Lab at Fort Benning, Georgia, will host

the Army Expeditionary Warrior Experiments (AEWE) 2020 from Feb. 4 to March 17. A platoon of British soldiers
will join two platoons from Benning's Experimental Companfight against an opposing force (OPFOR) made up of

a platoon from the 4th Infantry Division in an effort to create a realistic environment for evaluating dozens of prototype
technologies, such as unmanned aerial systems, communications gear and degdlssticars.

"All units, including the OPFOR, will have advanced capabilities, so what we are trying to replicate is not only what
an opposing force might have now, but what they might have in the future," Eddie Davis, director of the Maneuver
BattleLab, told Military.com. "It kind of levels the playing field because other armies are getting advanced to a certain
degree, so we want to make sure we are fighting a challenging threat.”

One piece of kit soldiers will test is a therrsidinature defating blanket similar to the belovednato liner or
soldier "woobie.™That is kind of what intrigues us because we have looked at theefedting blankets, as a loose
term in the past, and they have worked, but they were very rigid, fficpid to carry,” Davis said''So this could
potentially serve as similar thing you do with a poncho liner and also have thasfeating capability. That is
interesting to us. It gives us the ability to hide ourselves from the thermal signature, which is ity e added.

The experiment will also evaluate unmanned aerial systems that have been modified to transport blood to forward
areas ér emergency medical treatmelifo deliver blood on the battlefield it's very sensitive to temperature ... so
this is just showing an application that says if you have a drone available that we could get whole blood to the forward
edge of the battlefield," Davis said, adding that Benning looked at a similaotegly during last year's AEWELast
year, we got tiee days where it kept it the temperature within the band of acceptability, so that is interesting," he said.

Throughout the exercise, soldiers will also have a limited number of pneumatic exoskeleton braces, made by Roam
Robotics, for the knee andlde that are designed to increase performance and reduce fatigue while rumminiggcl
or carrying heavy load8We are making exoskeletons in a different way and, as opposed to the metals and motors that
dominate traditional machines, we are making r®wvices that are primarily made out of fabrics and plastics,"
according to a promotional video on the firm's website. "The concept is really singueer is good and weight is
bad. We can add more power for less weight thamaaghine we have seendate."Davis said the Army routinely
evaluates exoskeleton devices, and this is the first time Benning will test out the Roam Robotics technology.

"We are constantly evaluating systems to try to stay tuned to what industry has ... to give usoé whese
technology might be," he sailenning officials' plan is to brief senior leaders at the end of theiexgr at a March
Insights Day:'The good thing about it is we report out at that event the things that we theerghsignificant,” Davis
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sad. The Maneuver Battle Lab will then compile a report designed to advise the Army on possible paihs fiorw
some of the technologyGenerally, we try to outline a path forward for that capability in terms of whether we are
going to write a requiremendr it ... or are we going to recommend that it be picked up by a particular lab for further
development," Davis saidSource: Military.com | Matthew Cox January 302020++]
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F-35 Fighter Jet
Update 03: Gun Woes

Addagunt hat candt shoot straight to the prob3emganmt hat do
including more than 800 software flaw$he 25mm gun on Air Force models of the Joint Strike Fighter has

Afunacceptabled accurang is mMounied gnohodsitaggehat s cr
said in its latest assessment of the costliest U.S. weapons system.

The annual assessment by Robert Behler, the Defense I
doesndt disclose any major new failings in the planeébs
said shouldberesolvedi ncl udi ng 13 descrfiibxd iatse i@saattelgatr ya fif diantu ssaf e
-- beforethe F356s upcomi ng $22 The ruhberoohsoffvére deficiendies potalads8&3 as of
November, according to the report obtained by Bl oomber
down from 917 in September 2018, when jifteentered the intense combat testing required before full production,
including 15 Category 1 items. What was to be a year of testing has now been extended another year until at least
October.

fiAlthough t he pr ogr defitiencied, new discdveries\are stilkbieinggnade aesdlting<in only
a minor decrease in the overall numbe the assessmentisada vi ng 0|
addition, the test office seindicdykedr sacprievyofisurpeonabrt
The report also cites issues with reliability, aircraft availability amaintenance systemsh e assessment does
with findings that are emerging in the current round of combat testing, whiclnelilide 64 exercises in a high
fidelity simulator designed to replicate the most challenging Russian, Chinese, North Korean and Iranian air defenses.

Despite the incomplete testing and unresolved flaws, Congress continues to acceérptedhase adding 11
to the Pentagonbés request in 2016 and i n -350ohtihyeste@ 0 i n f
attract new international customers such as Poland and Singapore. Japan is the biggest foreign custeaaebyfol
Australa and the U.KBy late September, 490-35s had been delivered and will require extensive retrofitting. The
testing office said those planes were equipped with six different versions of software, with another on the way by the
time that about 1,000 planesll be in the hands of the U.S. and foreign militaries.

A spokesmen f or35grdyram dffieenhcang mmédmte domment t he t esting of fi
Brett Ashworth, a spokesman for Bethesda, Marylarals e d L o c k h e e d gh we havednottsderathe fial t h
report,the 35 continues to mature and is the most | ethal, s
Areliability continues to i mprove, with the gl obal fl
operdionalunitscos i st ently per Soimingtheate3b¥Wwng office said fAn
F35 fleet Awas able to achieve and -Pdaiesse Secratary Jan Matéspt e mb e 1
that the aircraft be caple 80% of the time needed to perform at least one type of combat mission. That target is
known as the fAMission Capableo rate.

AiHowever, individual units were able to achieve the 8
report @i d. Al the aircraft model s | agged IAbgf afiFalrilgeMimas
CapabiTlhiet yAid -Formedesl Fhad the best rate at being full)
Asuffered from &,pathtei tcelsarbyfpecer dai dt mMhewdpoi het @e e p
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the other twoThe Air Force and Navy versions are also continuing to have cracks in structural components, according
to the report, saservicelife anthelnbed foreaddftienal inspextion rEquirements are still being
determined. 0

The three F35 models are all equipped with 25mm guns. The Navy and Marine versions are mounted externally
and have acceptable accuracwnt &8diti ndied@itrhdoplcaenenodaends

the accuracy, as installed, unacc e phaatb | deidod ndéute nbheoe tfi nsi pseac
The mounts are also cracking, foraiomgg atmhe fAiirc eF diracse fAtma
with changes to gun installationdo to i mprove accuracy

[Source: Bloomberg | Anthony Capaccio | Januar2820 ++]
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USS Gerald R. Ford
Update 16: Testing Suggestiot Yet Readyto Defend Itself

The USS Gerald R. Fo@d the US Navy's $13 billion supercarrier that is over budget and behind sciBedsiirot

yet ready to defend itself in combat, according to the latest assessment fRantdogon's testing and evaluation office.

Fiscal year 2019 testing aboard a test ship revealed deficiencies and limitations with three important combat systems,
namely the SLQ 32(V)6 ele8tMahite WwWantar en s @arratve ( MFR) |
Engagement Capability (CEC), the Office of the Director of Operational Test and Evaluation (DOT&E) reported.
"These deficiencies and limitations reduce the overaltdefiinse capability of the ship,” DOT&E explained in its

report.

During developmental tests, the MFR and CEC "failed to maintain directions and tracks for one of the threat
surrogates in the muitarget raid,” and the SLQ2(V)6 electronic surveillance system "demonstrated poor
performance that prompted the Navy to deldgitional operational tests until those problems could be corréthed
testing office revealedlThe US Navy only conducted only one of the four planned &@8Nselfdefense test ship
(SDTS) tests during FY 2019. "If the Navy does not conduct all ofehmining events, testing will not be adequate
to assess the operational effectiveness of the CVN 78 combat system," the report explained.

The Navy's selflefense test ships are usuallgnea decommissioned vessel that has been turned into a testing
platform for various cmbat systems for newer vesséisthe case of the three problematic systems mentioned in the
DOT&E report, the Navy would have run them through different scenarios aboard the test ship to see how they track,
manage, and communicate othersystems about specific targefss Bloomberg, which first reported on the Ford's
self-defense setbacks, wrote, the various-defense capabilities of a carrier are important, especially given rising
concerns about their vulnerability to staofflweapons, such as arghip missiles.

"Those three systems are intended to provide thalséise function for the carrier,” Bryan Clark, a defense expert
and fomer Navy officer, told Insidef'The SLQ32 is designed to detect active missdedars and also jam them," he
explained, adding that this system can inform the Ford'slséhse capabilities, such as the Rolling Airframe Missiles
and Evolved Sea Spamv Missiles and closé guns."The multifunction radar is supposed to pick up teitact," he
added. "And, then that gets passed by the CEC to maybe a nearby ship that can hefutfigoveto engage the
target."These combat capabilities, Clark told Insider, are "necessary to defend the Ford class carriers. But, also, if it
doesn'twork right, it is missing a huge opportunity to be able to be part of a battle network as opposed to simply being
the defended asset."

The Navy's older Nimitzlass carriers have limited sensor capabilities and are very dependent on the cruisers and
destroyers that escort them for rattacking and missile defens&@he Ford has improved sensors," he explained, "that
should be able to at least detect potential threats or be a part of the network of sensors that is detecting threats and shar
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that iformation. So, if these systems can't work together, then the Navy misses out on a lot of the investments they
made in seldefense for the Ford."

The Navy insists that it is working to make the Ford into the carrier it was meant to be. "Comp\iredzalass
ships, USS Gerald R. Ford is equipped with significant updates to its integrated combat system," the US Navy told
Insider, adding that the Ford "continues to progress in a series of rigorous test events to demonstrate the effectiveness
of the ship'scombat system in setfefense."The service addethat the Navy has conducted more tests events on the
Ford than any previous carrier, explaining that it plans to "execute additional developmental and operational tests on
CVN 78 over the next 15 mdms as the ship prepares for Combat System Qbaglification Trials in 2021.The Ford
is, the Navy said, expected to complete its final shipd&fiénse testing on schedule in 20dSource: Business
Insider |[Ryan Pickrell Felruary 3, 2020 ++]
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Army Aviation
Incentive Pay Rates Increased

The Army just bumped up its Aviation Incentive Pay rates for the first time in more than 20 years to compete with the
civilian market, according to new pay charts postgdAbmy Human Resources Commanthi | e t he ser vi
aggregate number of pilots is suitable, there has been an imbalance between juderelnddd senior aviators

across the force, Army officials havekamowledged over the past ye&ilots with more tan 10 years of aviation

service can receive a $1,000 per month incentive pay, which is the maximum the Army is allowed to offer by law.

The rates begin to decrease after a pilot has more than 22 years of aviation experience, with the exception of warrant

of ficers, who stay in the fAOver 100 c aftTeegatesysedtorequall r et i
about 25 percent of a pilotds base pay in the |l ate 199
Army said in aseparate news release.

iThe Army understands the high demands on the aviatio
for Army pilots in over 20 years, will result in an increase of pay for most pilots in the regular Army, Arropdilat
Guard, and Army Reserves, 0 said Maj. Gen. David J. Frar
and Fort Rucker, in the news releaBeT hi s adj ustment is just one of many e
readiness and ensure soppto the joint force," Francis added.

The Army has also been working to address its pilot shortfall through exit surveys to figure out exactly why pilots

areleaving for the private sectadi.One question | often geetti nags kyeoduri ss,h oarte at
Gen. Michael C. McCurry, director of Army aviation for the Office of the deputy chief of st&fbF, said in
September. A wel | the short answer is, we dondét know. W

us why an aviato is getting out of the force.The Army has also targeted retention bonuses to junior pilots with

between six and 13 years in service, and senior warrants with between 19 and 22 years, hitting the pointsoshen aviat

are most likelytogetut. The service doesnét have trouble recruiting
problem with producing them at the schoolhouse and keepindewetl soldiers in the cockpiMcCurry said the

service has been working to increase production&or t Rucker, Al abama, the Ar myods
home to the Army Aviation Center for Excellence.

The operations tempo for Army combat aviation brigades has naaded over the pastfewyedisToday, every
active componentCABs al l ocated or on mission, o0 McCurry said in
not subsided, as the receiver of continual requests for aviation forces in the fight from the [Combatant Commands]
that appetit helneresased spixd pay eateesthckawith the 3.1 percent military pay raise recently
approved by Congress for all service membéggaurce: ArmyTimesKyle Rempfer] February 1, 2020 ++]
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USS Fitzgerald (DDG62)
Update 24: Underway After Being Badly Damagedin 2017 Collision

The U. S. N-aissjieddestrayer Fitdgerdld, which was badly damaged in a 2017 collision off Japan that
claimed the lives of seven sailors, is underway in the Gulf of Mexico for its first signiiaat time since arriving

at Ingalls Shipbuilding two years agbhe Arleigh Burkeclass warship will get a full shakedown of its navigation,
mechanical, electrical, propulsion, communications and combat systems to verify it is ready to rejoin the fleet,
according to a release from NavaesSystems Command.The under way refl ects nearly t
restoring and modernizing one of the Navy's most capab

At the end of the shakedown, the ship will urgtefinishing touches in the Mississippi yard before returning to the
fleetthis spring, the release saidtWe ar e excited to take the next step to
belongs, d Fitzgeral dés c¢commniad dii mgt lod fdtcetre lenrdtr.. fSMy tdr €
moving on board the ship and continuing our training to ensure wearady t o r et The mpaitsco t he f
Fitzgerald were particularly difficult because the force of the collision warped theédshi s uper structur e,
off the careful alignment of the SPMD radar.

Fitzgerald collided with a civilian tanker off Japan following the failure of almost every safeguard the Navy puts in
place to prevent maritime disasters. The accidenbffea twoy e a r |l egal battle over the
Fitzgeral dds former commandi ngyresgofisible forrthe acCiseditte.chalBasy ce Be
were dropped last year and Benson was allowed trceretigrade with full beneB. Fi t zger al dds si ste
destroyer John S. McCain, also was damaged weeks later in a 2017 collision near the Strait af kHiagclO
sailors on boardl'he McCain was mended at its home port of Yokosuka, Japan, and those repairs were @agmplete
October. [Source: DefenseNews |David B. Larter] February 32020 ++]
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Tax Tips for Military Life
Some That Could Reduce What You Pay

Gather tax documents first.

Before filing, organize paperwork and establish a specific place for all incoming tax documents;Jikerws, as

they arrive in the new year. You may need to track dowl
and other informatioffior everyone included in the return. Take another look at that Leave and Earnings Statement
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withholding. Taxpayers will want to check to see if their 2019 federal income tax withholding will unexpectedly fall
short of their tax liability for the year. Thegn check this by using tieax Withholding Estimatoon IRS.gov.

Determine if taking the standard deduction is a better deal for you.

The standard deduction for married filingndy is $24,400 for tax year 2019. For single taxpayers and married
individuals filing separately, the standard deduction is $12,200 for 2019, and for heads of households, the standard
deduction is $18,350 in 2019.

Get tax credits, deductions and exclusius for your classes and much more.
The IRS allows you to take certain tax credits on your tax returns, including:

1 TheLifetime Learning Credits for qualified tuition and related expges paid for eligible students enrolled
in an eligible educational institution. The LLC can help pay for undergraduate, graduate and professional
degree coursdsincluding courses to acquire or improve job skills. There is no limit on the number of years
you can claim the credit. It is worth up to $2,000 per tax return and applies to 20% of the first $10,000 of a
taxpayer's oubf-pocket expenses.

1 TheEarned Income Creditip to $6,557 for taxpayers filing jointly who have three or more qualifying
children; check ouihcome and credamounts.

1 TheChild Tax Creditexpanded to $2,000 per qualifying child and is refundable up to $1,400, subject to
phase outs. The bill also includes a temporary $500 nonrefundable creditdogualifying dependents.

1 The maximum credit allowed for adoptions is the amount of qualified adoption expenses up to $14,080 in
2019. This credit is nonrefundable, which means it's limited to your tax liability for the year. However, any
creditin excess of your tax liability may be carried forward for up to 5 years.

While the IRS allows taxpayers who itemize to deduct a range of expenses, alimony payments are no longer
deductible starting in tax year 2019; the recipient does not have ¢ot r@pnony as income any more either.
Meanwhile, one exclusion common among military families is the foreign earned income exclusion, which is up to
$105,900 for tax year 2019.

Take advantage of the Military Spouse Residency Relief Act.

Active-duty servce members have always been able to keep one state as their state of legal residency for tax purposes

T typically their home of record even when they move frequently on military orders. A state of legal residence is also
considered theisi diedho i sitlaee.oSimce 2009, when the Mili-t
military spouses may keep their state of residency to that of the service member, regardless of which state they currently
reside.

Get automatic taxreadeployehsi ons when youbd

When youdre deployed, your service want s|RSautomaticallyf ocus
extends tax deadlines for U.S. Armed Forces personnel deployed to a combat zone or in support of operations in a
qualified hazardous duty area. The deadline for filing returns, making payments or taking aagtathexith the IRS

is also extended for at least 180 days after the last day of qualifying combat zone service or the last day of any
continuous qualified hospitalization for injury from service in the combat zone.

Exclude home sale profits from yourtaxes.

Many military families buy a home knowing they may have
to know about capital gains tax ahead of time. If you make a profit from the sale of your main home, you may qualify

to exclude up t&250,000 of that gain from your income, or up to $500,000 of that gain if you file a joint return with

your spouse. This is called the Sale of Primary Home Capital Gain Exclusion. To be eligible for this exclusion, most
people must have owned the homedbfeast two years and lived in that home for at least two of the last five years.
However, service members who have moved due to PCS, before being able to meet these requirements, may still qualify

for an exclusion. In those cases, they may not be taitbdhe total capital gain for the sale of home.

Donét worry about the penalty for not maintaining mini.

42


https://www.irs.gov/individuals/tax-withholding-estimator
https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/individuals/llc
https://www.irs.gov/credits-deductions/individuals/earned-income-tax-credit/earned-income-tax-credit-income-limits-and-maximum-credit-amounts
https://www.irs.gov/publications/p972
https://www.irs.gov/publications/p972#en_US_2018_publink10002676
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/financial-legal/tax-resource-center/special-tax-considerations/ins-and-outs-of-filing-military-taxes-when-you-are-deployed
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/financial-legal/tax-resource-center/special-tax-considerations/ins-and-outs-of-filing-military-taxes-when-you-are-deployed

Changes to the Affordable Care Act may affect your tax return in 2019. The most notable change is that the individual
mandate has gone away. This means that you will no longer pay a penalty if you did not have health insurance in 2019

Report and claim casualty losses from disasters.

If you have property in an area determined by the president to be eligible for fedéstlnagl such as a region

devastated by a hurricane or forest fire eligible for assistance from FBMA can claim unreimbursed expenses from

casualty losses on your federal tax retdfryou are eligible to claim a loss on your tax filing, U8 Form 4684
fiCasualties and Thefts. o Refer to | RS Publication 547
(ACasualty, Disaster, and Thef ationAddtienalWsouréeban bekkotindorf or mo 1
the IRS website.

Dondt ignore-2frmcorrected W

When isuing pay to more than 6.6 million customers, the Defense Finance and Accounting Service notes there may
beafewW2 f orms that include incorrect information-or rai
2:

1 Call the Military Pay customerare center at 88832-7411 to request a corrected-2V

1 Use AskDFAS,; clickable icons are located on the myPay and DFAS homepages. FAQs are available for
information and the application allows members to submit a secure message to the appropriate DFAS
military pay office.

1 Military finance offices can provide assistance in correcting tax statement information.

If you receive a corrected \&, or W-2C, then file an amendment according to the year the correcieddVers.
Tax

Know about tax deductions fo reservists.

Reservists whose reseruglated duties take them more than 100 miles away from home, each way, can deduct their
unreimbursed travel expenses on Form 2106, even if they do not itemize their deductions. They can also deduct the
purchaseandkpe ep costs of wuniforms that they candét wear whil
costs. Taxpayers can request a free transcript of tax returns covering the past three y@atsI rEmscripon IRS.gov

is the fastest way to get a transcript.

Remember your retirement plan contributions.

An IRA or 401(k}type plan might mean saving for retirement and cutting taxes at the same time. Service members
who contribute to a plansuch as therhrift Savings Plan may also be able to claim the RetiremeawiSgs
Contributions Credit.

1 IRAs are different from 401(k)s and TSPs. By the end of the year, a single person can make an IRA
contribution of $6,000, or $7,000 if you are age 50 or older, or your taxable compensation for the year was
less than this dolfdimit. If you file a joint return and have taxable compensation, you and your spouse can
both contribute to your own separate IRAs. You can contribute up to $6,000 to a spousal IRA in 2019 or
$7,000 if you are 50 or older.

1 Ina401(k), you can contribaithe maximum of $19,000. If you are 50 or older, you can make an additional
catchup contribution for as much as $6,000, for a total of up to $25,000. The TSP maximum amount you
can contribute is $19,000.

1 There are two kinds of IRAstraditional andRoth. The Roth is preaxed and can be withdrawn after the
age of 59 % without penalty. The traditional is taxed at the time of withdrawal and will be penalized if you
are not 59%. You can deduct your contributions if you qualify with a Traditional IR/ARath IRA
contributions are not deductible.
-0-0-O-0-0-

Stuck? Questions? Unsure of the next stefg?l i t ary OneSourceds tax coAssaaultants
service member, the tax implications of combat pay, deployment or multiple moves can be daunting. With MilTax,
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https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-form-4684
https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed/disaster-assistance-and-emergency-relief-for-individuals-and-businesses-1
https://www.irs.gov/individuals/get-transcript
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/military-life-cycle/new-to-the-military/getting-connected/thrift-savings-plan-options-making-your-retirement-dollars-work-for-you

service members have quick access to consultants who are experts in the tax code and how it applies to military life, as
well as easy and sere preparation and free tax filing softwaké.MilTax services are 100% fre€all 8003429647

or live chat 24/7 to schedule an appointment with a MilTax consultant to get answers to your tax questions.
OCONUS/International€lick here for calling optionsMilTax efiling softwareis available until Oct. 15.

Edi t o r :0Militaly ©@neS&ource is a government funded organization whose servicesstiieted to active duty
and reservists personnel serving and up to one year after their separation.

[Source: BBB Saluting Trust February 2026+]

U.S. Space Force
Update 17: Troops Not to be Called Spacemen or Space Cadets

The newly established Space Force will grow from its one member now to an estimated 15,000 to 16,000 troops in the
coming years, Pentagon planners reported this week to Congress, but it remains unclear what Space Force members
will be called.Space Forcplanners are taking the naming of their troops very seriously, said Air Force Lt. Gen. David
Thompson, who is assigned as theexdommander of the Space Foritd. t 6 s somet hi ng wedve spen
and energy on, o0 Thompgoanttohd Pepbarggens WeHdeeesedare a c
what we might be called and some pretty strong opinion
we can é and consider what that ought to be before we |

Planners have sought guidance from the language department at the Air Force Academy, from the Defense Language
Institute and they have conducted crowdsourcing with troops expected to transfer into the Space Force to determine
what their s ewilhbe to sofiliers, saibors, awvnaeh, Marines and Coastr@smenThey have made a

few determinations on what Space Force members wil/ n o
or fispace cadet s. 0 Htbataffieidslare coesileringbis justdoreraspect of manyaunkaosvns
that remain in the development of the first new milital

service aims to be much smaller than the others, built almost exclusifetgeds focused entirely on space operations.
It will rely heavily on the Air Force to provide support troops, such as medical, logistics and security troops, Thompson
said.

But it will still be months before the Space Force has actual troops. Now, about 16,000 pérabonel3,400 Air
Force officers, 6,200 enlisted airmen and some 8,000 civiliame assigned to the Space Forcerbutain a part of
the Air Force.To date only one person has been officially transferred into the Space Fdhee Chief of Space
Operations Gen. Jay Raymond. But of ficials expect som
officially transfer into the new service by the end2600, according to the report provided to Congress on Monday
and obtained by Stars and Stripes. The officials expect space operators now serving in the Army and Navy will begin
transferring into the Space Force in fiscal year 2022.

The transfer proas is somewhat complicated, and Thompson said it will take some time to sort it out to ensure it
is done smoot hltys gmd di &v eornycbhe mpor layssout the tnapsfeeproeeds. for troops
who wil |l j oi n the tHpeanembers wilk farmeally radignaheidcomnsssign or terminate their
enlistment with the Air Force, Army, or Navy, andaemmissionorr@ nl i st i nto the Space For
APl anners are actively develsotpai mugt bes ped beforfe ibeginng waosées s e s
processes. 0

Thompson also said planners are deciding on criteria for how Space Force members will be judged for promotion,
as airmen will compete with longtime members of the Army and the Navy, whidafiftesent criteia for advancing
their troops.While troops working in space operations, which includes space intelligence, space engineering, space
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communications, and space acquisition, among other jobs, will be expected to transfer into the Spabeywitle,

not beforced to do so, ThompsonsaidlAs a gener al princi pl &,offidertkorgrdisted ar e i n
memberd t he assumption and the expectation is that you wi|
maynotvant to for wvarious r eas o0 n[Sounsee Stdrsi& Sthpasy Greylcksteimahi s ms i
February 6, 2026+]

Base Housing
Update 17: Tenant Bill of RightsSITREP

I f youdre a resident whfenmiyloiutbddy stteeu yiong wemdaaerni gl | of
Department and military department leaders are still working on the tenant bill of rights and other initiatives that were
included in the defense authorization act signed into laweiceBber, according to DoD spokesman Chuck Prichard.

ANone of the details of their work are ready for relea
have yet to hear word on when we wi Inbn, directer ofagoverinnemt| t e n e
relations for the Military Officers Association of Ame

by Congress, it is frustrating to know the process is lacking timeliness and transparency.

I t 6s besmee miitaryspauses first testified before lawmakers about black mold growing out of the walls,
rodents, and water leaks in their family housing, and their frustration dealing with landlords and the military to get it
fixed. A few weeks after that heag, the service secretaries announced they were drafting a tenant bill of rights, which
woul d, among other things, allow for the tenantds rent
being heard by a neutral decision maker. Th&nt i s generally the service membe
The tenant bill of rights was ready last fall; the service secretaries testified before the Senate in December that they
were awaiting final passage of the authorization law, in orderakerany changes before the final product. The law
makes sweeping changes in the military housing privatization programs.

The services have been in discussions with the private companies for months about the issues and possible fixes,
and have been doing parallel planning waiting for the law to be finalized. The Army announced that all the service
secretaries met with egutives of seven companies that operate privatized housing on military bases on Wednesday,
to discuss implementation of the dispute resolution process, development of a common lease agreemient, move
moveout procedures, and the public availability ofite-maintenance histories. Information was not available at press
time on timelines for these initiatives.

At |l east one military |l eader has said he doesndt wan
tenant bill of rights willa hi e v e . I n an interview with Military Ti mes
want service members and family members to have the wr
of rights] and alll oBnaeyswddéed. i téo6édsgbheregfbantdaet Don th
achieve our goals. 0 Perna, who is commanding general of

| eaders with the mission of f i sUndeg thd neveprofisiomsyirbtise lap/,rthev at i z
tenant bill of rights must include minimum rights for residents of military housing units, including the rights to:
1 A housing unit and community that meet minimum health and environmental standards;

1 A housing wit that has working fixtures, appliances, and utilities; and a community withmegfitained
common areas and amenity spaces;

1 Prompt and professional maintenance and repair, and to be informed of the time required. If such repairs are
necessary to ensithe habitability of the unit, the tenant must be relocated into suitable lodging or other
housing until repairs are completed, at no cost to the tenant;
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1 The ability to report inadequate housing standards or deficits of the housing unit to the lahdlohgin of
command and the housing management office without fear of reprisal or retaliation. The law outlines six
examples such as interfering with the tenantods care

evict the tenant, interferingiwt h t he tenant és right to privacy and r
1 A dispute resolution process if other methods are exhausted;

1 The withholding of the Basic Allowance for Housing payments from the landlord, to be held in escrow, until
the dspute is resolved;

1 The maintenance history of the prospective housing unit before signing a lease;
1 A written lease with clearly defined rental terms;

T A fiplanquageo briefing before signing a | eansle and 3
on all rights and responsibilities of the tenant;

1 Enough time to prepare for and be present for minvand moveout inspections;
1 Access to a military tenant advocate through the housing management office of the installation;

1 Property managementrsees that meet or exceed industry standards and are done by professional, trained,
responsive and courteous employees;

1 Multiple, convenient ways to communicate directly with the landlord maintenance staff, and to receive
consistently honest and respomscommunications from them;

9 Access to an electronic work order system to request maintenance or repairs and to track the progress of the
work;

1 Advice from military legal assistance on procedures for resolving disputes and for filing claims against the
landlord;

1 Advance notice of any entrance into the housing unit by the landlord, housing staff or chain of command,
except in the case of emergency or abandonment of the unit;

1 No nonrefundable fees or withholding of rent credits.

The Fiscal 2020 National Defense Authorization Act do
tenant bill of rights. However, in a related section, the law describes a deadline of 1 MAR for the Secretary of Defense
to submitalisttd he congressional defense committees of any | an
the law.The law makes sweeping changes in the housing privatization program that could affect agreements made
between the services and the private compasmésred into a decade or more ago, and the private companies must
agree to the changes. The | aw requires DoD and the serv
military officials enter into or renew any future contracts for privatiaglitary housing. [Source:MilitaryTimes |
Karen Jower$February 82020 ++]
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Army Housing

Update 01: Private Housing Managing Companies Discussions

After a year of news highlighting the dismal conditions many military families experienced in base housing, the Army
has finalized an incentive fee structure with the private companies that manage the units, a service news release said
6 FEB.The details bthe plan were not immediately clear, but it "puts families first and holds companies abéglinta
according to the releashlilitary families have reported lead contamination and pest infestation in surveys by the
Army and the Military Family Advisory Btwork. Congress stepped in with hearings about the issues, instituting some
change via the fiscal 2020 defense budget.
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Those 2020 National Defense Authorization Act provisions were also discussed in the latest hé&&iBg
between Army Secretary By McCarthy, other officials anthe private housing companie8Ve have made
significant strides over the last year to provide quality, safe and secure housing, but we have more work to do," said
Gen. Gus Perna, head of Army Materiel Command, in a statetivée are focused on investment and reinvestment
strategies to ensure loitgrm viaility and quality of housing." The NDAA directed the Defense Department to
develop a disputeesolution process, move in/move out procedures and a common lease agri¢érasd. to make
homemaintenance histories publicly available.

Attendees also discussed a need to review the Basic Allowance for Housing process to ensure payments are
"accuiately" reflecting market costSo far, the release said, these meetirey® led to quarterly town hall gatherings
at every installation, hiring more staff, giving garrison commanders full access to work orders and creating a mobile
app to submit and track work ordefSource: Military.com | Dorothy MillsGregg| Felruary7, 2020++]

*kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

USAF Dress Standards

Update 01: ReligiousAccommodationGuidelines Issued

Airmen will be allowed to wear up toiBch beards under a new Air Force guidance that outlines grooming standard
for religious accommodation$he updated grooming policy, published-EB also allows members of the Sikh faith

to wear turbansral Muslim women to wear hijab&irmen must have religious or medical exemptions to grow beards,
the policy saysThe guidace for beards grown under a shaving waiver remains unchanged: Such whiskers must not
be trimmed to give a sculpted appearance and cannot exceed a-impeartarlength, the updated policy states.

The Air Force is following the lead of the Army, whiin 2017 became the first service to allow Muslim and Sikh
soldiers to wear head coverings and beards in line with their religious beliefs. A similar accommodation was extended
laterto Norse pagan service membexsviuslim airman first was allowed to wea beard in 2018. The following year,

a Sikh and at least two Norse heathen airmen were granted beard accommodationsgaocardémiew of media
reports.The new guidance does not limit how long a religiously accommodated beard can be but siatesishae

rolled or tied so that it does not extend more than 2 inches below the chin. A connected mustache must not extend past
the line of the upper lip, the guidance says.

Turbans,undet ur bans and hijabs must alobortmbchhsely edembdes thesassigreedl e d m.
uni form,d it states. Designs other than a camoufl age p
must be worn in a neat and conservative manner and, when directed by a commander, needetoffir@rasistant
material. Turbans may be worn in placerafditional military headgea¥ing commanders or the equivalent, colonel
and above, may grant waivers for the sacred scruff or holy headgear after a chaplain has interviewed the applicant to
ensure a request is based on sincerely held religious convictions. In the past, chaplains had to certify it was part of a
doctrinal or traditional observance.
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Requests for beard, turban or hijab wai nggosernmemtoul d b
interest, 0 such as safety, or would negat i cpineyheaf f ect
regulation statesAccommodations may be suspended or withdrawn if an airman is assigned to hazardous duty or
environmentssuch as where chemical weapons threats eRmiamands may also demand an immediate shave or
removal of headgear to ensure a proper gas mask fit in the event of an attack, say sample approval memos included
with the new regulatioriSource: Stars& Stripes| Chad Garland | February 11, 202€]

Navy Terminology, Jargon & Slang
6 Gtbh rQi vée Way o
G 1 (Aviation) The acceleration forces felt by aircrews when maneuvering.

Gangwayi (1) Today, more properly called a brow, "™ the tem
pier. (2) A call to get out of the way, which originated as a call for junior personnel to give precedence to a senior while
crossing the gangway.

Gankedi Stolen. "Hey, who ganked my sandwich?"

Gashi (1) Garbage or rubbish. Also used to refer to any unwanted item. (2) Uncomplimentary term for a woman.
Gate - Aviation term for use of maximum afterburners. Aka 'zone five'.

Gator i Vessel of themphibious force.

Gator Freighter i Amphibious warfare cargo ship.

Gator Hashmarki A grease stain on oneb6és wuniform, gained by 1| ea
which are found on and about Gators.

Gawkers, Walkers, and Talkers- Off-duty personnel. They can usually be found cluttering up passageways or decks
where real work is being done.

Gear (the)- Arresting gear.

Geedunk, Gedunk- (1) Dessert/junk food/candy, or a place to buy same. Aka '‘pogey bait'. (2) "Extras" or benefits,
awards, ribbons, or medals. (3) Easy or "sweet" duty. Can be used as noun or verb. "Gedunk" may be a corruption of
the German "ge tunk”, which means to repetitively dip something. This supposedly goes back to when bread was
usually pretty stale and its tastould be improved by dunking it in milk. It was carried over to the practice of putting

ice cream into soda. Gedunk apparently was first used specifically to refer to ice cream sodas.

Gedunk Medali National Defense Service Medal. Considered meaningtesas awarded to anyone who served in
a certain time frame during and subsequent to the Vietham War.

Gethomeitisi The tendency to ignore potentially significant problems when homeward bound.

GIB - "Guy In Back". More common in Air Force usage, reterthe backseater (pilot, nggilot, or NFO) of a 2place
tactical aircraft, aka Ot he b eseat UBN/USWC fightehsemone commanky ' (th
called the RIO. In A6's, the Bombardier/ Navigator or BN, even though hel@side the pilot rather than behind. In

S-3 Vikings, more properly an Overwater Jet Navigator (OJN).

Ggi(1) Smal/l boat carried aboard ship, e.g. the Captain
GigLinei On a sai l or 6fsorumei df obrym,t hae Ibiuntet oned shirt, a crease
I f your gig l|ine isnét straight, you hear about it at |
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Gin Pennanti ( UK) An unofficial flag flown to siagelebfaton t hat a
underway. Usually green with a wine or cocktail glass on it.

Give Way i (1) An order to oarsmen to begin pulling. (2) In the Rules of the Nautical Road, a ship which must
maneuver to avoid another ship is called the "give way vessel."aBliyniit may be used to refer to getting out of
someonedbds way.

Note: 'RN' denotes Royal Navy usage. Similarly, RCN = Royal Canadian Navy, RAN = Royal Australian Nayy, RM
= Royal Marines, RNZN = Royal New Zealand Navy, UK = general usage in militariee @drmer British Empire

[Source: http://hazegray.org/fag/slangl.hfrfebruary 14, 2020 ++]

* Military History *

HISTORY

Battle of the la Drang Valley

Tenets of Air Land Battle Analysis

The Vietnambattle of the la Drang Valley [IDV] was actually of series of engagements between the US 1st Cavalry
Division and the B3 Front, North Viethamese Army from 18 OCT to 24 NOV 1965. Many considered it to be the US
Army's 1st battle in Vietnam. It was certajrthe first battle between of US division operating under of field force
headquarters and 3 NVA regimefiise 32d, 33d and 66tbperating under a front headquarters. It may also have been
the last battle between NVA and US forces of equivalent sizevidweof the battle is provided in the attachment to

this Bulletintittedd Bat t | e o f . 1{tprevidds an afatysisrofghe events of the battle using the four tenets of
Air Land Battle as defined in the 1986 edition of US Army Field Manual (FM)3,0@perations"[Source: Military
Reviewhttps://hadit.com/battia-drangvalley-idv | LTC Kenneth R Pierce | January 1989 ++]

Park Chung-heeAssassination Attempt
Failure Led to USS Puebl obdés Capture

On the afternoon of January 17, 1968, an&in, hanepicked team of North Korean commandos who had been training
together for two years and were experts in knife fighting cut through fencing along the DMZ, crosseithtRéver,

and set up camp on a nearby mountdiimmei r mi ssion: infiltrate South Koreab
House) and assassinate Southréan president Park Chuhge Kimll-sung, t he grandfather of |
leader, KimJagun, told his men that if all went well t he Repl

glorious revolutiono that would see the wunification of

Two days later the commandos, wearing South Korgaforms to avoid detection, wepotted by four South
Korean brothers. When one of the brothers grew suspicious and asked questions, the four men were immediately
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surrounded, taken into cosly, and threatened with deafretending to go along withlangthy explanation by the
commandos on how their mission would bring a new workers paradise to the people of South Korea, the brothers
promised not to tell anyone of the infiltrasod pr es enc e a Md they bad @lanned hlleabrsg etidey
immeditely reported the incident to the police. The welined commandos, however, had slipped into the night.
There was no trace of them anyava.

T e g " ‘,‘. .
E - : y —] - \ e i -
e . . § - N e

The "Blue House," (left) is the official residence of the president of South Korea, Kim Shijo center) at apolice station in Seoul after being
captured, Jan. 22, 1968, and the monument erected in 2012 in Korea in honor of the 130 American and KATUSA (Korean Augmentees
the US Army) servicemen who have been killed in active combat in Korea since the Korean YWamistice was signed in 1953

Despite increased security in and around Seoul, the commandos made it to within 350 yards of the Blue House
before being discovered. In the intense firefight that followed, numerous ROK police and civilians werin killed
flurry of gunfire and exploding grenades. One North Korean commando was captured but immediately committed
suicide. The rst of the infiltrators escape®n 23 JAN as South Korean officials hunted down the remaining
commandos, the North Koreans, ragfed that the assassination attempt had failed, attacked the US Navy spy ship,
USS Pueblo (AGER), claiming falsely that it was in North Korean waters. After firing on the ship with 57mm cannons
and killing an American sailor, the communists boardedPtneblo, captured her crew, and then began blindfolding
and beating them.

The 82 captured Americans spent the next 335 days locked in North Korean prisons, where they would endure
torture, mock executions, and almost constant interrogations and wustrmdoctrination lectures.In Seoul,
meanwhile, the manhunt had come to an end. By the last day of January, all but two of the North Korean commandos
were dead. One had made it back to North Korea, where he became an immediate national celebrityadnghate
level military leader and politian, and the other was capturgtie captured North Korean commando, Kim Sjain
was interrogated for more than a year and released whe.
anyone durig the assassination attempt.

In an extraordinary twist of fate, he became a South Korean citizen, married, and had two children. When his wife,
a devout Christian, eventually convinced him to attend church with her, he experienced an overwhesmiofbcsdm

ard peace and became a Christian. t ri ed t o ki I | the president, 0 he | ate
Korean people showed me sympathy and fomgees. | was touched and movel1 més f ami |l vy, howeve
shown the same merdyy his former countrymen. Several years after the raid, the communists executed his parents
and six siblings who were stil!l l'iving in North Korea.
recalled ina 2018 interview with NBC NewKim Shin-jo became a Presbyterian ministerl@77 and is still alive

today.f | i ved, but my heart aches when | think about my
"This is something I have to carry with me to my grave.

President P& Chunghee, whose wife was inadvertently killed in an assassination attempt on him in 1974, was
assassinated by the head of the Korean Central Intelligence Agency (KCIA) in 1979. His daughter, Ragleban
11th president of South Korea,iisjail on corruption charge§.he USS Pueblo remains in North Korean to this day.
It is moored on a river in Pyongyang as part of the " Vi
of school children and adults visit the Pueblo every yeartalesa bout t he #Aevils" committed
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Twenty-six South Koreans and three Americans died during the Blue House Raid. The US soldiers, Sgt. Paul Martin,
Pvit . Salvador Mojica and the third (kildlandiefightsavittethet he au:
commandos attempting to cross IZ and return to North Kore&ince the signing of the Korean War armistice in
1953, approximately 90 Americans and 40 South Korean KATUSA soldiers have been killed on active duty in Korea,
many on the DMZ. They are memorialized on a monument that was erectedgsavidBarrison in Seoul in 2012.

Lest we forget[Source: The Fishermarhttps://nedforney.com/index.php/2020/01/26/bhaeiseraid-usspueblo |
Ned Forney February 12020++]
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Six Triple Eight Monument
Honors Contribution of 800 Black Women in WWII

The contributions of over 800 African American womeho sorted mail in a segregated unit during WWII were

recognized in NOV 2018 in Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, wit
was the motto of the 6888th Central [Abican Arericahiandedc t or y B
female unit during the SecondTrigeekil gdhtWad .t HOf temi tr eWweaes rma
and officer women, who were originally from the Womeno:

While many African American nurses served overseas in combat zones, WAC units remained separated and women
of color were only allowed to serve overseas depending
African Americans WACSs taerve in overseas components and eventually a request for 800 women to serve in the
European Theatre was approved. In 1945, warehouses and Red Cross workers in England became overwhelmed with
a backlog of mail and packages addressed to U.S. service meifieisundreds of women who eventually made up
the 6888th were selected to train for this exact mission. Under the direction of Lt. Col Charity Edna Adams, the women
traveled to Camp Shanks, New York after enduring boot camp, and eventually arrivirgningdiam, England, in
1945. Upon arrival to Europe, the women were welcome to a dimly lit afafeated warehouse with mail stacked to
the ceilings.

Of the over 800 servicewomen, five were present at their monument dedication ceremony at Feonvaehy
iServicemen want their mail. That 6s -yaarsoid theniCapotalKKiogst er , 0
worked among other women in the warehouse identifying miswritten pieces of mail and ensuring the men fighting
received letters fronheir loved ones. By dividing their work in shifts that ran 365 days a week, the women processed
an average of 65,000 pieces of mail per shift, clearing the previcusosith backlog of letters in just three months.

Designed by sculptor Eddie Dixotlie monument features 841 of the 855 women of thd Bpte-Eight, a bust of
Lt. Col Adams and iconic photos highlighting the unité
tributes on Fort Leavenworth. From honoring the first Afridemerican West Point graduate to the first African

51


https://nedforney.com/index.php/2020/01/26/blue-house-raid-uss-pueblo

Americanfours t ar general, this monument wil/ be another addi
war. [Source: ConnectingVet.com | Kaylah Jackson | November 29, 2018 ++]

Nazi Killing Centers
Operation Reinhard

Before the Nazis developed the killing centers and extermination camps, they used the Einsatzgruppen to kill the Jews
and other undesirables. But those massacres showed that there were glaring jpnbelemisin the extermination of

masses of people, among them were the need of speed, efficient and complete body removal, secrecy, and disposal of
belongings. Killing centers, however, provided both expediency and secrecy, and the later exterminpsanamen

possible the full range of physical and psychological abuse that the Nazis wished to employ in the destruction of the
undesirables.

ReichsfuhreiSS HeinrichHimmler designed the killing centers exclusively as places of secret and iss&tht

Today there is widespread misunderstanding and ignorance about the four killing centers, which were all on isolated
occupied Polish territory and had short histories. Writers often confuse the centers with the camps. Very few people
survived the ceters, and those who did have seldom written about them; almost nothing remains of the centers; few
people have visited them; all are located deep in rural Poland, and the Polish government would like them to remain
obscure because they are reminders epaate form of dying for Jewshese factors all contribute to the confusion.

The key to understanding is that the killing centers were only killing céntbey had no other function. The prisoners

there did not die on the way to deatthey were kiled.

In 1941 Himmler called in his gassing specialist, Christian Wirth, known as the Technocrat of Destruction, and
ordered him to design and implement an extermination program with Chelmno as the pilot project. Sometime in 1941
Hitler gave the verbarder for the Final Solution, treating it as a secret of the highest order. Hitler and Himmler created
Operation Reinhard the camouflage term for the Belzec, Sobibor, and Treblinka progrander the command of
Odilo Globocnik. Instead of reporting the SSWVHA, as did Majdanek, Auschwitz, and other concentration camps,
Operation Reinhard reported to the office of the Fiihittie Reich Chancellery Office. Although keeping the control
of the program close to him, Hitler delegated responsibilityHempractical aspects to Himmler. The staff turned to the
euthanasia program {4) for ideas and trained personnel. They selected the sites and sent out constructionrdeams. T
construction workers helped with the buildings. And Higvel T-4 personnel camto the centers after the revolts to
deliver funeral operations for their fallen SS comrades.

Operation Reinhard German camp workers were not told of the program goals and their precise duties until they
reached the centers. Upon their arrival 88 officers oriented them by comparing center goals with the euthanasia
program, which was very familiar to the workers. Then the SS swore them to absolute secrecy. Each worker signed a
pledge that contaed the following commitments:

1) | have been instruatethat under no circumstances will | discuss with anyone outside of @Rk@rs

anything dealing with the operation.

2) I understand the top secrecwpnl bdbedfiidewieh Reé¢ocatcuomneé
3) | may not take any pictures.
4 Al promips emyt owokred t o the best of my ability. o

5) | understand that after completion of my service, this oath of secrecy will still apply.

Operation Reinhard issued in a new phase of mass murder. Himmler replaced the mobile killing units with stationary
death &ctories, and the gas chamber period began. The authorities had no intention of accommodating prisoners in the
killing centers for any length of timehey exterminated them almost immediately upon arrival. Administrative
structures were very simple. Besauhe centers were never linked to the war effort, only minimal industrial activity

existed. And most inmates or transients were Jews, although there were some Polish Christians.
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The Nazis built Sobibor, Belzec, Treblinka, and Chelmno as killing cefdethe sole purpose of extermination the
Jews of Europe and as many Gypsies as could be found. All four were constructed on Polish soil primarily because of
the widespread Polish railway system, which had stations in the smallest towns. In additi®aligh countryside,
which was densely forested and thinly populated, made secrecy possible. Not one killing center existed longer than
seventeen months. The SS obliterated each of them, intending to remove all traces. Polish scholars estimate
conservatiely that in these four camps, 2,000,000 Jews and 52,000 Gypsies, one third of whom were children, were
killed. Yes, the concentration camps had their gas vans, their gas chambers, their crematoria, and their mass graves.
People were shot in them, givendofions, gassed, and hundreds of thousands died of starvation and disease. But even
in Birkenau, where some have estimated that 1,000,000 Jews were killed, there was a chance of life. In the killing
centers the only inmates kept alive for a short time Werse selected to process the bodies of their fellow Jews.

First came Chelmnbthe pilot extermination projettrude and crude, conferring death by three gas vans, borrowed
from the Eastern Front. No crematoria, just mass graves in the woods.nShekemplified extermination in the
primitive style. Then came Belzec with its diesgh gas chambers, which were inefficient and time consuming, and
its primitive openpit burning to dispose of the bodies. Sobibor, in a small and obscure corner of, Raantkext. It
too had gas chambers and mass graves.

»
Members of SSTotenkopfverbande from Treblinka

And finally came Treblinka. Learning from the mistakes at the other three, Nazis were here able to construct an
unusually efficient destruction itrement that managed to destroy the lives and bodies of 1,000,000 human beings in
only twelve month$ a truly monstrous carnage. In order to create a killing center with such efficiency, it was necessary
to invent the killing machinery and process. Andtfmat, the SS technicians and experts had no precedents on which
to rely. They had to depend on original thinking to accomplish the task. It was at Treblinka that the technicians finally
triumphed over the insurmountable difficulties of secretly destgatia lives, bodies, and possessions of huge numbers
of people in a short period of time.

After the Sobibor Revolt, Himmler ordered the centers closed. He sent the German camp personnel to the Trieste
area on the Adriatic Coast, to continuethedpdgraon t here. Assigned to a group kno
was to carry out the technical preparation for the mass killing of Jews in that area. In a rice factory near Trieste they set
up a burning facility. Partisan activity, however, made paogimplementation impossible. On November 4, 1943,

Gl obocni k wrote to Himmler from Trieste: il have on Oc
camps. 0 He asked for special medal s ftoask.id®d Hiemmlier rrees
warmly to AGl obosd on November 30, 1943, thanking him f

partisans had killed Wirth and Sobibor Commandant Reichfeit@tobocnik committed suicide. [Source:
https://remember.org/fact.fin.lazartr.htrhJanuary 24, 2020 ++]
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John W. "Jack" Hinson
A Civil War Sniper Hell Bent on Revenge

John W. "Jack" Hinson, better known '&ld Jack" to his family, was a prosperous farmer in Stewart County,
Tennessee. A nepolitical man, he opposed secession from the Union even though he owned slaves. Friends and
neighbors described him as a peaceable man, yet despite all this, he woudggidg on a onenan killing spree.

Jack's plantation was called Bubbling Springs, where he lived with his wife and ten children. When the Civil War broke
out in 1861, he was fiergetetermined to remain neutr&l/hen Union Brigadier General Ulysses@ant arrived in

the area in February 1862, the Hinsons hosted the man at their home. The General was so pleased with the plantation
that he even turned it into his temporary headquarters.

Even when one of their sons joined the Confederate Awhile another joined a militia group, Jack remained
strictly neutral. They were content to manage their plamadgspite the ongoing conflicdkrant had stayed at the
Hinson estate after capturing Fort Henry and Fort Donelson. In taking the last, tezlsegital gateway to the rest of
the Confederacy. The Union's victory at the Battle of Fort Donelson was also its first majanaantheistart of the
Civil War. His victory also meant that Union troops became a permanent fixture in the Kefeiwhgsee border,
where the Hinsons lived. While the family had no problem with that, othersadidithe Hinsons would pay dearly for
it. In the end, so would many Union Soldiers.

Since many in the region were sympathetic to the Confederacy, some torgeelrilla tactics to deal with the
better armed and trained Union Soldiers. These were called bushwhackers because they hid in the woods where they
could attack Union troops fre fading back into the wildt wasn't just Soldiers they went after, hosge There were
many cases where they'd target Unionist farmers and sympathizers, as well. Still, others were not so politically
motivated. Some bushwhackers were bandits who took advantage of the deteriorating ¢awer situation to prey
on isolated bmesteads. In some cases, thegneattacked entire communitiésfter the fall of Fort Donelson to Union
troops, guerrilla attacks on Union Soldiers and their supporters increased. As a result, it became policy to torture and
execute any suspected bushekexs without a trial.

In the fall of 1862, Jack's 2#arold son George Hinson, and hisy€arold brother, Jack, went deer hunting about
a mile from their home as they always did. Unfortunately, they came across a Union patrol whtedubpewf
being bushwhacker$he boys were tied to a tree then shot, after which their bodies were dragged back to town. There
the corpses were paraded around the Dover courthouse square as an example of the Urioleszeeopolicy
toward resistance. Themains were then decapitated and left there, while the heads were brought to the Hinson
plantation.Before the entire family, the heads were stuck on two gate posts as an example of Union justice. The
Lieutenant in charge wanted to arrest the HinsonsHheir relationship to the two alleged bushwhackers but was
informed about Grant's stay on the property. He was also told that the Major General would not take kindly to any
mistreatment of the surviving Hinsons, so they weredlefhe.That was the Lieutemt's second mistake of the day.

Of Scottishlrish descent, Jack could not let the murders of his sons go unpunished. He buried his children's remains,
then sent the rest of his family and slaves to West Tennessee to staglatittes.He then comissioned a special
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