A Note of Explanation

On June 26, 2003 | received the following email from Fred Holbrook:

“I' have A LEGACY OF HONOR BTHEBATTALION, 27TH ARTILLERY", By 3P4 Paul R. Frederick, 15 June
1867, Phuoc Vinh, Republic Of Vietnam given to me by my brother [Jerry Mike] who was in "A" Battery -
spending most of his time as ammo runner truck driver.”

In response to my email Fred wrote in part:

“The publication is 53 typed pages .., written by SP4 Paul R, Frederick dated 15 June 1867, while on duty
at Headquarters 627 ARTY, Phuoc Vinh, Vietnam. I is a history beginning in WWI1 and ends in 1967...
Thought that the booklet might fill in the History page on your website. My brother Jerry Mike was with the
battery from 1966-1967."

After having emailed fifty-eight pages to me with a few of the usual expected snafus,
Fred wrote on August 1, 2005

“I am glad to have saved the document, Legacy Of Honor. | have looked for the 6727th ARTY on the lnter-
net for years. My brother was assigned to FL Carson, Colorado to finksh oul his two years active duty thme.
He was in a company that was training and drilling to go and serve in Viet. Nam and they did not need an
experienced person and were indifferent to his memories of Lessons Learted.

He left the battery with a swagger stick and a bong.”

Mote: The originals of each page of the history were tattooed with that classic Quan Lol
orange dirt and printed on yellow paper or at least paper that yellowed from the 30 plus
years. The PDF pages have been cleaned up and the paper “whitened as much as possi-
ble up in the event that you want to print copies of this history. Anyone desiring copies
of the original orange tinted pages should download the original jpeg pages

August, 2005
John Wavra
Webmaster, www.guanlol.org
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PART ONE
FROGRESS AND HONGR 1918-1965

The year 1918 saw the United States deeply embroiled in a Werld War,

The European balance of power, which for most of the 19th century had kept
that continent tolerably free of large conflicts, finally collapsed in 1914,
resulting in World War I, Eventually almost every nation on the European
Continent had become involved, The United States, secure behind its protect-
ive wall of ocean, at first adopted a course of isolationiam, preferring to
let the Furopean powers fight it out amongst themselves. The nation soon
found, however, that its ties with the Allied powers were stronger than orig-
inally assumed, Public sentiment was clearly on the side of England and
France, When the Germans perpetrated a series of warlike incidents apainst
American shipping, the citizenry became incensed. Ever deepening economic
ties with the allies brought America stiil closer to entry into the war,
Finally, when it became apparent that our support had become necessary for
the Allied cause to win, President Wilson brought the United States into the
war 8o that "the world would be made safe for demceracy."

The US Army was unprepared to enter into actual conflict, It was woe-
fully short of men and equipment, and was for the most part untested in battle,
The draft was initiated to bring the manpower level up to the required standard
Purchases of munitions and war goods increased manyfold, OCld units were re=
equipped and enlarged, and many new units were formed. One of these units was
an organization known as Battery F, 27th Field Artillery. It was organized
at Camp McCellan, Alabama on August 2, 1918 as an element of the Gth Division,*
It was from this organization that the 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery is des-
cended,

America's entry into the war turned the tide of battle in faver of the
Allies, Their enthusiasm and fichting skiil soon put the Germans to the rout,
Hostilities ceased, and the armistice was sigmed on November 11, 1918, Pattery
F had remained at Camp McCellan throughout the entire war peried,

With the end of the conflict the Army was reduced to a fraction of its
former size. Once again the Americans began to feel secure behind their
protective cceans, They had just fought and won "the war to end all wars;"
the League of Mations now stood watech over the world situation to settle all
potential conflicts at the conference table rather than on the battlefield,

A large Army was felt to be unnecessary; consequently many units were drastic-
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ally reduced in size or disbanded completely. Battery F did not escaps
this axe; it was ginbundad and demobilized on the 8th of February 1919,
at Canp MeCellan,

Throughout the 1920's and 1930's the size of the Army remained at a
low level. The spirit of iscolationism had sgain reappeared and effectively
stifled the few proponents of preparedness. America's interests were turned
inward during this period. Even during the 1930's, when the rise of Hitler
and Mussclini signaled the beginning of a new period of tenseness in inter-
national relations, the government concentrated its efforts towards solving
internal problems rather than strengthening its armed forces,

During this period Battery F went through several changes in status
that mirrored the changing attitudes towards the military, On March 25,
1923 it was taken off demcbilized status and apain reconstituted in the
Regular Army. However, it was designated ap an inactive unit which meant
that the change was mocstly for records purposes and had little meaning in
terms of men and equipment. Fourteen years later, on October 1, 1937, it
was relieved from assignment to the 9th Division and inactivated,d

Events in Furcope deteriorated rapidly in the late 1930's, Hitler's
invasion of Poland in August, 1939 precipitated the second World War of
the century. By the end of 1940 Hitler controlled all of continental
Furcpe, with only the British Isles escaping his grasp. The hard pressed
English then called for American assistance. The lend-lease program
and other economic measures were the result, with actual American entry
into the war coming after the attack on FPearl Harbor on December T, 1941.

The Second World War again caught the US Army unprepared. Cnce again
millions of men were drafted into the armed services., The war industries
began producing prodigious amounts of war materiel. A vast military training
program was begun, for increased technology required advanced skills of the
Army's soldiers. Enlarge, refurbish, moblilize, The Army worked overtime
preparing itself for future battles,

Battery F, 27th Field Artillery found itself in the midst of these
feverish preparations. It was recalled to active duty on July 15, 1940 and
was absorbed by Battery C, 27th Field Artillery Battalion, Hhit:h was then
assigned to the 1lst Armored Division, then at Ft Knex, Kentucky.,* The years
1940=19L2 saw the 27th Artillery busily ensaged in training its men at Ft
Enox, Ft Dix and in Louisiana and North Carolina, In the Spring of 1942
the battalion received its guns, 105mm self-propelled howitgars, Shortly
thereafter it was shipped to Ireland with other elements of the lst Armored
Division.5 Further training teok place in Ireland that summer.

The first major offensive begun by the Allies in the Eurcpean theater
was a series of amphibious landings on the North African coast, Theae

“Ibid, p. 1.
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provided Battery C with its firat taste of combat., The events that followed
thereafter wrots one of the {inest chapters in the history of the 27th
Artillery.

Battery C was designated as part of Task Force Green, cornanded by
Colonel FPaul M. Hoblnett, which landed on the beach at Meraa Bou Zedjar
at 0136 hours, Hovember 8, 1942. This was approximately 30 miles weat of
Oran, in Algeria. The remainder of the 27th Artillery Battalion landed at
a point 20 miles east of Oran, as part of Task Force Red, Combat Command
B, 1laf A_mgred Division, under the command of Brigadier General Lunaford
H. Oliver,

Approximately a menth later the entire battalien found itself in Tunisia.
It had aided in capturing a sector straddling the Medjeg-Tebourba read,
Batteries B and C were ordered Lo suppert this line, which was in an exposed
area near the town of Medjeg=—el—bab, Tunisia, On the 6th of December, 1542
Battery Cl's area was strafed by 10 Messerschmitis for 10 minutes., Immediately
thereafter a Cerman force of some 30 tanks and truck=-borne infantry was
spotted heading for an area nearby known as "Hill 148," and for the tﬂ‘iﬂ:.l of
Djebel-el=guessa. This enemy force tried to penetrate between the mmericans
and their line of withdrawal, Battery C, firing in support; found that its
fires had drawn the enemy armored force onto its own position. The battery
was forced to withdraw inte a natural cul—de-sae or blind alley. All the
battery guns fired direct fire into the superior force, but to no avail;
for at 1120 hours the tanks overran the battery's position. They passed
completely through the battery aresn, then returned and passed back through
the battery's position again, raking it with fire,

Eventually all the battery's 105mm guns were destroyed by shelling from
the tanks, Every gun continued in action until the piece was destroyed or
the gun crew dispersed, injured or killed by machine gun fire, The last
section seen in action discharged its gun simultaneocusly with fire from a
tank, FEach was destroyed by the other's direct hit,

At this point Battery B arrived on the scene. It fired directly at
the tanks, causing their withdrawal. This enabled C Battery to reéassemble
its scattered remmants, During the fight all members of the battery remained
at their position until killed, injured or their equipment destroyed. The
battery lost all of its half-track mounted 105mm howitzers, buil destroyed
eight German Mark IV tanks. For thia action Battery C wmz awarded the
Distinguished Unit Citation and the Battery Commander, Captain William H.
Harrison, was awarded the Distinguished Service Crossa,

Withdrawal of American units from Tebourba began a few days later. The
remnants of the 24 Hampshires, together with remnants of other units, moved
south aleng the river bank and thence towards Tebourba Gap. The column ef
vehicles was sublected to heavy enemy artillery and machine gun fire, A
few vehlcles at the head of the column were hit and set on fire, causing the

€ Tbid, p. 1.
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column to stop, The bombardment then intensified and further forward
movement became almost imposaible. Eventually field puns, trucks, tractors
and much ammunition were abandoned at the site, with the troops infiltrating
across the countryside in small groups to Tebourba Cap. Fortunately, this
surrcunding hills had already been cleared and secured by Company C, US

6th Armored Infantry with strong supporting fire from Battery A, 27th Armored
Pleld Artillery Hgttalinn. This"sharp, short action™ had occurred the
previous morning,

The Z/th Artillery, which had lost 13 of its 18 10%m howitzers in
December 1942, was in drastic need of replacement guns. In & short time
four 105mm self-propelled howitzers, plus several towed, did in fact arrive.
The Battalion was thus able to accompany the lst Armored Division throughout
the rest of the Tunisian campaign., It accompanied the Division to Morocco
for a pericd of rest and recuperation in May, 1943.

The North African campaign having been brought to a successful conclusien,
the Battalion next saw action in Italy. The night of September 9, 1943 saw
the men of the Battalion, along with trcops from threes different divisions,
stare an amphibious landing on the beach at Salerno, Italy. Starting from
a transport ninemiles cffshora, the men of the 27th landed on the southern
section of the Salerno beach, They continued inland one-half mile under
conatant strafing from Cerman FW~109 airplanes. In spite of the constant
enemy fire they were able to hoeld their pesition. Two days later the 105mm
howitzers were landed and were able to return enemy fire that night,l

The Germans staged a bitter counterattack against the Salerno beachhead
on the night of September 13-14, 1943, It was noted later that the Americans
would probably have been pushed back into the ocean had the 27th's guns not
been there,lt The fires of the 27th were "of eritieal importance” in stopping
this countarasttack. Following this battle the Battalion moved to the ncrth
through Eboli, supporting three different divisions, primarily the 45th, as
they moved up the peninsula,lZ

The BDattalion then participated in the Anzio Campaign, firing in support
of the 2d Battalion, Ist Armored Regiment, lst Armored Division. At cone
point the British forces, then near Campoleone station, were preparing a
move to the north. The [ires of the Z7th Artillery enabled the British lst
Divisien t¢ rain a line of departure. In another battle at Angic, the 2Tth's
preparation fires weras vitally important ig exterminating a strong enemy
force caught in an Allied ladder barrage.™
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The Battalion followed the advancing Allied forces as they continued
their march into Northern Italy. In crossing the Arno line, the 27th
supported Combat Command By lst Armored Division. This suptert continued
through the erossing of the Gothie line, The Battalion was 1n general
support of the Division for the crossing of the Pe. IL then became part
of Task Force Howze, which left Castigliene on the 27Lh of April, 1945 for
Hergpamo,. Upon arrival there, it then continued on to Brivio, a village
on the Adda river about halfway between Eergamo mnd Como.l4 The 27th did
not see any more action after World War II, for the progress of the war
elsewhere socon brought the Euvropean confliet to an end, While it had been
engaged in the Italian campaign, a huge force under CGeneral Dwight D.
Eisenhower had landed at Normandy, in France, and had sueceaded in bringing
the German forces into submission. After this Army and a similar force
from Russia had occuplied the German homeland, the wear in Europe was over.
The enemy had been completely vanguished.

The 27th Artillery had compiled a long and enviable record of achieve-
ments during World War II. By the end of the war it had spent more than
550 days in firing positicns, had fired a total of 380,115 rounds of 105mm
ammunition, and hi? more combat action than any other single unit in the lst
Armored Division.

Any diseussicn of the record of this battalion's performance during
World War IT is not complete unless it incliudes a discussion of its most
illustrious Battery Commander, Major William H, Harrison. Born in Louisville,
Kentucky, and educated at Princeton University, the future hero accepted
a comrmission in the Army Reserves in 1935, He went on active duty on March 31
1941 as Battery Operator, 27th Armored Field Artillery Battalion at Ft Knox,
Kentucky. He left the continentel United States with his unit in May, 1942,
and was promoted to Captain at the same time. Captain Harrison was appointed
as Commander of Battery C,; 27th Armored Fileld Artillery Batialion during the
Tunisian campairn mentioned earlier. He was captursd by the Germans during
the fight of December 6, 1942 and was a prisoner of war of the Italian
government until the 31lst of Oetober 1943 when he escaped and returned
to allied military control, Captain Harriscn was then sent to the United
States and became, first, a student at the Armor School at Ft Knox, Kentuchky,
then an instructor at the same school. He then attended the University of
California at Berkeley until mid--1945 when once apain he went overseas, this
time to fight in the India-Burma theater. Following the end of the war he
was assigpned to Camp Atterbury, Indiana until he was released from active
duty. After being promoted to Major in the Army Reserve in 1947, he was
discharged on December 30, 1952. Major Harrison was awarded the Silver 16
Star "for gallantry in action against. the enemy near La Senia, Algerig.®
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He also won the Distinguished Service Cross "for extraordin heroism in
econnection with military operations against an armed enemy,"l{ He also
won the European African Middle Eastern Campaign Medal with three Bronze
Service Stars for participation in this campaign.l®

Following the war many of the organizations sent to Furope remained on
the Continent to serve as occupation forces in Germany. FPostwar agreements
had divided that war-ravaged nation into four sectors, each controlled by
one of the four major Allied powers (England, France, Russia and the United
States). The 27th Armored Field Artillery Battalion, after being redesig-
nated the 27th Constabulary Squadron, became one of the many units occupying
the American sector. This was begun on May 1, 1946 and remained in effect
until December 30, 1948. At that time it was once again renamed the 27th
Armored Fisld Artillery Battalion, reassigned to the 1st Armored Division,
and placed on inactive status,1?

The Truman administration, like most post-war administrations, was
forced by public opinion to reduce the size of the armed forces. This
drawdown was done in spite of the fact that the cold war had entered upon
the world scene, presenting a strong Communist threat to the democratic
nations of the world., Once again the American people had yielded to their
strong wish to "get their boys back home," and had placed perhaps too much
faith in the peace keeping abilities of the fledgling United Nations. At
any rate, when the Korean Har broke out in 1950, the US Army was faced once
apain with a massive remobilization and rebuilding program,

The 27th Artilleryt'!s history reflects this national sequence. Though
inactivated in 1948, it was recalled into the Active Army with the rest of
the lst Armored Division in March, 1951. From that date until December,
1952 the Battalion was engaged in a training mission at Ft Hood, Texas,
Between December, 1952 and July, 1953 the E&ttalisn was relegated to care-.
taker status, with a limited number of personnel, 9

With the end of the conflict in Korea (July 1953) the cold war resumed.
Now, however, the United States was aware that they had to maintain a const=
antly alert defense posture, The Soviet Union had by this time perfected
their nuclear weaponry. The threat of a nuclear holocaust, one that would
render the entire world unfit for habitation by man, became very resal. The
only way to deter this disaster, it seemed, was for the United States to
maintain an armed force so strong that any attack by the enemy would become
3o costly for them as to be unthinkable. Thus the Army, in contrast to
its actions in previous peacetime periods, remained at a high level of man-
power and readiness throughout the 1950's and 1960's,

The 27th Artillery, true to form, played an active role in this national
sequence, Following reorganization in July, 1953, the Battalion was restored

17c0 Mo. 5, Allied force Headquarters, APO 512, dtd 12 Jan 43,

1%54r, DA AG to 6/27, AGAC-55-3, Subj: Harrison, William H. 0324218
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to its training mission with the lst Armored Division. While engaged in
this missien, the Battalion tock part in a number of training exercises,
specifically Exercise Longhorn (1952}, Exercise Spearhead (1953), and Exercise
Sagebrush (1955). After completing the last of these, the Battalion was
t;aga erred to Ft Polk, Louisiana where it was de-activated in February,
151-_ '

In 1957 the Army recorganized its elements irnteo what was called the
regimental system, Under this system the 27th Artillery Battalion became
the 27th Artillery regiment. Subordinate elements were then constituted
under the regimental bamnner. The first of these was the 2d Howitzer Bat-
tealion, 27th Artillery, which was reactivated and redesignated in Cetober,
1957 and assigned to the Jd Armored Divisien in Friedberg, Germany. Though
little information is available on it, the 1st Howitzer Battalion, 27th
Artillery was activated durding this same period and H%E stationed at Ft
Berning, Ceorgia until 1963 when it was de-activated,*? The third organization
in the 2¥th Artillery was the &th Howitzer Battalien, 27th Artillery., We
will explore the histery of this organisation in detail,

The &th Howitzer Battalien, 2Vth Artillery was activated on August 23,
19562 at Ft Chaffee, Arkansas.<? The first man {an officer) was assigned on
the 8th of Cctober, and the first morning report was submitted on that date.
The first Battalion Commander, lieutenant Colonel Paul T, Lone, was assigned
and joined on the 26th of Cetober, Following this officers and men were
assigned and joined at a rapid rate, By January 29, 1963 ths Battalion had
13 officers, one warrant officer and 105 enlisted men, with an additional
deven officers and 37 men slated for arrival very shortly thereafter, Each
of the subordinate units that comprised the Hattalion were activated in the
foldowing few months., The dates of activation for each battery were as
follows:

Headquarters & Headquarters Battery = 23 Aug &2
"A" Battery - & Feb 63
Service Battery = & Feb 53
NWEN Battery - 1 ¥May 63
oY Zattery = L Zep 6325

Formal training in the Hattalion was begun in accerdance with a pres-
erioed schedule. Each battery upon activation entered inte en interim

2lybid, p. L.
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training period until it reached 75% of its assigned strength. Upon reaching
that level, a period of more formalized training was initiated. Each
battery was brought to full strength before the next one began training.
Thus the batteries attained operational readiness at different times.?

Farly activities were of course limited due to the shortage of personnel.
The initial effort was directed towards the improvements of the buildings
and grounds, The S=L opened accounts with post and technical services,
property books were prepared, equipment (including &' towed howitzers)
was drawn, training aids were ordered and work orders prepared and submitted,
Six enlisted men with clerical M0S's were sent to clerk-typlst school,
Considerable early effort was directed towards obtaining puhlicatiuns.ET

Mid=pugust 1963 saw the battalion take part in its first training
exercise, Codee-named Operation Swift Strike III, the exercise was staged
by the US Strike Command. The Battalion sent 8 officers and 60 enlisted
men on these maneuvers, These persommel were attached to other subordinate
units of the III Corps Artillery.<B

The year 1963 also saw the 6/27th celebrate its founding on the first
anniversary of its activation, This ecelebration, called Crganization Day,
was scheduled for 23 August 1963. Due to the fact that many of the Battalion's
personnel were absent on that date (due to their participation in Operation
Swift Strike III), the Orpanization Day Celebration was postponed to the
27th and 28th of September, A Military Stakes Competition was held on these
dates: this included contests in assembly of weapons, tire changing on one-
quarter ton vehicles, erection of radio antennas, erection of command post
tents and dismounted drill, Battery "E" was selected as the winner, A
parade, open house and various games Were also held. 7 It should be pointed
out that the date for subsequent Organization lay Celebrations was changed
in accordance with a request from the Office of the Chief of Military Histery,
who requested that the date selected for this celebration reflect regimental,
not battalion, Eignifinance.3ﬂ Through correspondence with the other battalions
in the regiment, August 2 (the anniversary of the organization of the parent
unit - Battery F, 27th Field Artillery - on August 2, 1918) was selected

2bpattalion Activities, p. 1,
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as Urganization E&y*jl

A series of inspections were held during 1943. A Command Maintenance
Management Inspection was held on the 9th and 10th of October. The overall
rating of the Battalion was satisfactory., A team from IIT Corps in Tt Hood,
Texas conducted an Adjutant Ceneral Inspection November 18=23, 1963, The
overall rating was excellent. In addition, the inspection team mace the
fellowing important observations: that the Battalion was not capable of
performing its mission because of a shortage of personnel and of certain
items of equipment, that scme training objectives were not met, and that an
effective chain of command had been established,3?

The year 1964 saw the Battalion reorganized and redesignated. 0Oeneral
Order Number 22, Headquarters, Ft Chaffee, Arkansas, dated 19 March 1964
designated the Battalion as the &th Zattalion (8")(SP), 27th Artillery,
dropping the word "Howitger" from the title, It was also reorganized in
accordance with TOE 6=LL5E, The Battalion was assigned to the ITI USA
Corps and attached to Headquarters, IIT Corps Artillerv with station at Ft
Chaffee, Arkansas, Tts pricrity status assizmment was (-3,33

The training program of the Sattalion was greatly accelerated; beginning
with the arrival on Jamuary 17-19, 1964 of approximately 155 men from basie
tralning centers. The 3attalion thenm put these men through an eight week
eycle of AIT tralning; teaching fire direction, communications, cannoneers
drill and survey. This training program was interrupted, however, by
Operation Desert Strike. b

Exercise Desert Strike was a mammoth training cperation in the Mohave
Desert, The Battalion was included on the troop list for this exercise as
"s player unit with Joint Task Force Phoenix attached to IIT Corps Artillery,"
The assigned strength of the Battalion as that time was 23 officers, 3
warrant officers and /19 enlisted men, The period March 21, 196k to May 3,
1954 was deveted to preparation and trainine for desert operations, Some
essential items of equipment and certain individuals with eritical skills
were borrowed from other organizations and integrated into the Battalion
for this exercise,

The Battalion lefi Ft Chaffee on May 3, 196L on two passenger trains,
arriving at Utting, Arizona LL hours later, The advance party had preceded

Hitr, 00N o 6/27, Subs: Unit Day Certificate, dtd 16 Jul 65,

jzﬂepnrt, HQs III Corps & Ft Hood Office of the IG, Subj: Annual Ceneral
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Annual Historical Summary (AKCHO=CA-27=R}, HQ, &th Bn, 27th Arty, 1 Jan 83 to
31 Dec 63, p. 7.
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them by seven days, The equipment train arrived on May 7th. Two }115
towed howitzers were assigned to each battery, with M8 tractors as prime
movers, All of the MB tractors eventually broke down in the desert sands,
foreing the Battalion to utilize 5-ton trucks as prime movers., During the
two=week exercise, the Battalion displaced 21 times, fired in support of
the 2d Armored Division, and croased the Colorado river on a fleating bridge
on 18 May. There were no casualties, one minor injury (a scldier was bitten
by a rat) and three vehicle accidents during the exercise. The Battalion
was attached to the 2d Armored Division. Battery B was detached from the
6/27th and attached to the 2d Howitzer Battalion (155m)(T), 31st Artillery
and Battery B, 2d Battalion, 3lst Artillery was attached to the &/27th.
Altogether the Battalion logged over 125,000 vehicular miles during the
exercise. The return train trip brought the Battalion home, complete, on
June 9, 1964.32

Ot July 14, 1964 the Battalion received orders to move from Ft Chaffee,
Arkansas to Ft Bliss, Texas,30 Strength at the itime was 26 officers, 3
warrant officers and 517 enlisted men. All TORE equipment and personnel
departed Ft Chaffee for their new duty station om the 23d of July. The
equipment was shipped by rail with the personnel traveling by air. Upon
arrival at Ft Bliss, an area in the Logan Helghts section of the fort was
selected as the Battalion's new home.37 The Fattalion was attached to the
&th Artillery Group (Air Defense).38 It was also attached to the lst Air
Defense Guided Missile Bripade (Training) for rations purposss,’?

As scon as The men and equipment had become settled in their new home,
the Battalion worked at bringing itself up to an operational posture through
normal training opsraticns. The first battery Army Training Test was given
to "A" Battery on December 8, 1964, to Eattery "B" on December 10, 1964 and
to Battery "C" on December 14, 1964,40 These tests continued through January,
1965, all resulting in a determination of "Combat Ready," Follewing the
conclusion of these tests the Battalion received the new MI10 self=propelled
howitzers., After considerable training with these new guns the Rattalion was
administered a battalion test March, 1965. Again the Battalion showed itself
to be "Combat Ready." Continuous training was conducted thereafter, some
invelving TPI procedures. In June the 6/27th successfully completed an MTEN
consisting of preparing and leading all equipment for overseas movement,bl

32Ibid, p. 5.

3810 M-7-16, HO, Ft Chaffee, Ark., dtd 14 Jul 6L.

37 gnnual Historical Supplement, 1964, p. 5.

3860 No. 80, HQ, USAADCEN, Ft Sliss, Tex., dtd 19 Aug 6k,

760 No. 70, HQ, USAANCEN, Ft tlies, Tex,, dtd 31 Jul é4.
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PART ‘TW0

DESTINATION VIETNAM

The year 1965 saw the 6th Zattalion, 27th Artillery busily engaged
in improving its new home in Pt Bliass and in bringing its level of readiness
for combat to ever higher levels. Yowever, the Gattalion's days as a
statesice unit enzaged in peacetime pursuits had become numbered, for
events in the far off country of Vietnam were soon to profoundly affect
its course and history.

Vietnam, a small country in Southeast Asia, had been troubled for
vears by a Communist insurgency movement, Led by a flery patriot named
o Chi Minh, a revolutionary organization lmown as the Viet Minh had been
trying to overthrow the status guo and establish their own government for
Yietnam ever since the Japanese cccupation of that country in Seorld War II.
In 1945, in fact, Ho had succeeded in wresting eontrol of the country from
the Japanese puppet, the Emperor Bac Dai. When the French returned to
Vietnam to re—estabklish its eclonial ceontrol over that eountry, the Viet
'ink saw that their only hope for a place in the future of Vietnam was
through military conflict (a series of attempted accomodations with the
French having failed). Thus, in December 1946 the "Indochina War! was
pegun.

The war lasted eight years, from 1946 to 195L. Ho's rebels capitalized
on the anti-colonial feelings of the people. Their cause took on the added
luster of a war of liberation from the supposed French oppressors. The
French, meanwhile, encouraged the anti-communist Vietnamese natlonalists
to aide with them in the struggle against the Viet Minh. This maneuver
failed in spite of the fact that France granted self—povernment for Vietnam
within the French union in 1949, The dissident natiocnallsts refused to
unite behind the French appointed chief of state, the Emperor Ragp Mal.

They felt that the French had not offered complete independencs.

In 1950 the French were defeated in a number of strategic locaticns
dye. to the fact that the Viet Minh had bepun to receive assistance from
Communist China, The compurist advancee was temporarily halted In 1931 with
the arrival of inersased material aid for the French from the United States.

The years 1952=1954 saw the French positicn become precarious, The
Viet Minh, usins the techniques of guerilla warfare, incrsasingly rained
gontral of the countryside while the more conventional French forces were

—
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restricted to the larper towns and places accessible by road. At this
point, negotiatiens aimed at achieving a cease-fire were bepun at Geneva,
Switgerland. France, the Soviet Unicen, Commmunist China, lLaocs, Cambodia,
the State of Vietnam, the Democratic REBublic of Vietnam (the Viet Minh)
and the United States were represented.< Negotiations at first proved
fruitless, fer though France had proclaimed Vietnam to be fully inde-
pendent., the communists still fought on. The Viet Minh then won a con=-
vineing victoery at Dien Bien Phu, This stunning bleow demonstrated to the
world how ineffective the French effort had become, and how the French
pecple had become distinetly unconcerned about achievinr Vietnamese zoals,
Indochina had become a liability for France that was depleting its Army
and undermining its prestige in Europe and Africa. As a result the neg-
ctiations at Ceneva reflected the French desire for a cease fire more than
the Vietnamese desire for territerial unity. The eventual treaty, signed
on July £21, 1954, divided Vietnam into two separate entities, the north
governed by the Viet Minh, with a more democratic regime set up in the south;
Throughout the Indechina War, American influence was minor, The United
States, not wanting to become involved in ancther Asian confliect so soon
after the Korean War, did little more than observe the proceedings in spite
of the fact that iis delepates were under pressure from home not to give the
impression of Yappreving a surrender to Communism,"

The years following the cease fire sowed the seeds of future protlems
for Vietnam. Under the leadership of He Chi Minh, Yorth Yietnam became
"a full fledped Communist state, backed by a strong army and an ubiquitous
party,"? The zovernment in the South, under Mgo Dinh Diem, was weak,
snarled by red tape and unable to cope with the tremendous economic problems
that beset the ecuntry. Moreover, the people were displeased with Niem!s
dictatorial policies and abolition of villare eounecils and open elections.
The Hanoi pgovernment saw that the Diem regime was so weak that it could
easily De overthrown through subversion, It also noted that the American
advisers (a huge program of economic and military aid was begun) had
succeadad in convincing themselves that Tiem was "spectacularly successful®
in bringing the country onto solid focting., As the real situaticon was much
worse than the Americans believed, Hanoi may well have concluded that a
rebellion might easily succeed before the ponderous Ameriean program could
zet into high gear.® An organization called the National Liberation Frent
was created in 1960 to accemplish this. s members became the "Viet Cong.M

— - — S
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Though forced to operate in the underground for a few years, the FLF
began its program of open subversion. It concentrated at first on a system=
atiec assassination of villape chiefs and other prominent officials. These
inereased in frequency until in May 1961 President Kennedy stated in both
houses of Congress that the Viet Cong had killed more than 4,000 eivil
officers during the previous year, or about 10 a day.”7 3y isclating the
outlying villages from control by the central (i.e. Saigon) government,
the Viet Cong were allowed to operate almost at will in the rural areas,

By late 1962 the insurgents had extendsd their contrel in varying degrees

te about B0% of the Vietnamese countryside.® The Diem regime reacted by
vastly increasing the size of the armed forces., America provided considerable
materiel support and virtually trained the entire army with its MAAG

{Military Assistance Advisory Croup) advisers. However, when deployed in
tactical situations, it was discovered that this army was trained for
"conventional" warfare, rendering it sinpularly ineffeetive when fighting
guerillas such as the Viet Cong. Thus the communist terror continued
basiecally unchecked.

President Dlem's regime was toppled in 19583 by a military coup. The
country was no better off, however, for this povernment (and a whole series
of subseguent governments) proved te be even more inept and weak than its
predecessors. National inastability, caused by the feuding political and
religous factions, was predominant., Meanwhile the Viet Cong increased in
numbers, both by recruitment from within South Vietnam and by infiltration
from the North. Although the povermnment forces implemented soma fuerilla
tactics, they still could not provide a tolerable depree of security for
its people,

As the Viet Cong threat increased, American support of the government
of South Vietnam increased alse, Washington admitted in Mareh, 1962, that
American pilots were flying combat missions in Vietnam., Time magazine stated
on May 11, 1962 that the decision to "hold South Viet-Mam at all costs had
been made in October, 196l. In February, 1963 American advisers to the
Vietnamese Army were autheoriged to "shoot first." 3Still, the American
commitment was piecemeal, with troops being assigned only as advisers,?t

The United States' position slowly became intractable, Aircraft
and troops began to stream into the little country. On August 2, 1964
an incident sccurred which solidified pmerieca's intentions in Vietnam,

T1bid, p. 283,

fhernard &, Fall, The Two Viet-Nams (New York, Frederick A. Praeger, 1963),
_F'i 325!

Pioid, p. 325.

07454, pe 3373



14

Two US Navy destroyers on patrol in the Gulf of Tonkin (just off the North
Viethamese coast) were attacked by MNorth Vietnamese patrol boats, The U3
craft repelled two attacks and sank at least two attackers., President
Johnson ordered a series of reprisal raids arainst North Vietnamese shore
installations, On Aupust 7th Congress voted a resolution which "left no
doubt in anyone's mind as to Ameriecal's intentions,"l It alse left no
doubt that America could thereafter never renege on its promise without
suffering considerable National loss of face througheout the world,

The increased American commitment took the form of a tremendous increase
in the number of US trocops assigned to Vietnam, From a mid=1965 level of
about £0,000 men,lg Free Werld Forces had increased to over 224,000 by the
end of that year.13 This is in addition to the ARYN (Army of Vietnam)
forces, which by this time had grown to approximately £35,000.14 The
Viet Cong increased their commitment right along with the Americans, C
strength on January 1, 1965 was estimated at 103,000 men, Ey the berinning
af 1966 their numbers had risen to 230,000 despite their loss of 34,000
dead and 11,000 c&ptured.l5

The war grew vastly in scope, though still remaining a limited conflict.
Massive alr strikes against lHorth Vietnam rained destruction upon tne
enemy!s war industries. His lines of infiltration and supply to the south
were hit hard ty the same means. Large, mobile battalions and divisions
of American infantry scoured the countryside, foreing the VC from his jungle
redoubts, In many ways it seemed that the huge American presence had seized
the initiative f{rom the VC; yet the enemy, still adhering to the rules of
revolutionary warfare, often refused to fight unless it was to his advantage
to do so, Many American combat operations produced cnly light contact with
the enemy. As e=arly as the last quarter of 1965, it had become apparent
that thes war would not be =asily ended by throwing large numbers of Americans
into the eonfliet, The VC still remained a remarkably effective military
organization., MNeither a dramatic, quick communist victory nor a crushing
VO defeat seemed in the offing, but rather a long, dirty conflict in which
the cuteome would be vagrue, satisfying to neither side.

It was into such a situation that the 6th Cattalion, 27th Artillery was -
to find itself, The Battalion was glerted for eventual movement to Vietnam

llFall, Witness, p. 337.
L1pid, p. 312,
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lhrall, Witness, p. 337.

Lotoid, p: 340



L5

on July 19, 19&5.1“ This time frame was right in the midst of the first
large call=up of foreces for the Vietnam conflict. _

Feverish preparation for movement were bepun. 0n the 28th of July
LTC Hebert J. MeKay assumed command of the Battalien., ©On August 2 the
27th was netified that they would be assirmed Lo USARPAC upon embarkation.
All eguipment was to be ready for shipment by August 15th, all personnel
had te be ready Ly September 12th. From the date 20 the alert until the
date of embarkation, replacement and fiiler perscnnel plus more eguipment
Wwere received, Included in this was the auvgnentation of 53ix forward observer
sections; two air ohservers and a metroe section. ©On October 26th the Eat-
talion was assipned to the 23d Artillery Croup.

First to depart Ft Bliss were two officers and seven enlisted men
designated as equipment poards. They left Ft Bliss at 1845 hours, 3eptember
17, 1965, on the sguipment train. After & trip of 32& hours, the train
arrived at Beaumont, Texas with all eguipment intact, Several loacds,
particularly the hure bowxes that contained the Battalion aireraft (an O=1
“"Rirddog" and an CH=13 helicopter) had shifted and come losse, forecing the
guards to relash the bexes. The eguipment guards then observed the loading
of the equipment onto the USNS ek Lykes., Seven days later the Ndick Lykes
welghed anchor and was an its way, It passed through the Panama Canal on
Gctober 2 and arrived off Vung Tau, RVMN on October 31lat. It began discharging
its cargo at Saigon on MNovember Lth,; completing unloadineg on the Vth.

En masse movement of personnel was begun shortly thereafter on October
2, 19465, Two dinerements of the main bedy were flown via American Adrlines
from the FEl Pase International Airpert toe the 5an Franciseo Interrational
fgirport. The fTirast proup of 75 left El Pasoc at 1700 hours, October Zrd, with
the segond group of 43 felleowing 24 hours later, EHoth parties were trans-—
ported by ous directly to shipside at the Dakland Army Terminal. ‘Some of
the men were earried first class. fmerican Airlines required that each
soldier have his rifle wrapped in paper before boarding. Fach man was inst—
ructed not to tell any civilian where he was from, where he wes going or
what. unit he was in. AlL perasonnel wore fatipaes, soft c¢aps, pistel belts
and carried a combat cargo pack,l? '

The main body - 2L officers, 3 warrant officers and 54L& enlisted men
left Ft Hliss at 1820 hours, Octaber 1, 1965 by train Tor the Caldand Army

1&Hnit Historiecal Report, lﬁ&ﬁ, =
171644, p. 2.
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Termiral. The trip tock 384 heurs. To prevent civilian demgonstrations
against treoop movements, the Southern Pacific and Santa Fe railroads
prohibited telegraphic notification of the movement teo any rallroad dis-
patehers or minor officials. All arrangements wWere made by phone. The
passenger agent on the train made frequent reports when the train stopped.
The train passed through politieally tense Herkeley, California at 0300
heurs, Octeber 3d; Squads of eivilian police guarded each railroad erossing,
A few hecklers were seen yelling at the troops in Berkeley. Finally, at
0938 hours, October 3, 1965, the train pulled inte the Cakland Army Terminal
anto a pier next to the troopship USNs W. 8. Corden. There were no accidents
or inecidents throughout the trip.20 Of the total assipgned strength, fifteen
(15) perscnnel remained at ¥t Bliss because of approved deferments for
various reasona, Th&ﬁf personnsl were placed under the control of the é&6th
Artillery Group (AD).

The USNS Gordon set sail from the Cakland Army Terminal at 1700 houras,
Oetober 4, 1965, It was the ship's second voyapge since coming out of hhe
mothball fleet. Over 3900 troops were aboard, including the personnel from
the other battalions in the 23d Artillery Group. Living conditions were
extremely crowded, with troops being stacked in bunks four layers high,
Cempany grade officers were fourteen {14) to a stateroom, fie¢ld grade officers
aix (&) to a room, The Battalion had planned an extensive training program,
but some of thess offorts were cancellad due to the crowded gonditiona.
Fhysical training was conducted daily for all officers and enlisted men,

PT was cancelled only four times during the voyage due to btad weather. By
October 19th, the Gordon had reached White Geach Maval Station, Okinawa.

The men Were granted shore leave in the immediate area of the naval station,
At 1900 hours that day a fire broke out in the brig, PFC Luis Rodriguez,
US5153232L, of Battery PAN, died of smoke inhalation. SGT Richard W. Harmon
Jr, and SP5 Themas F, MelDermott were hoapitalized for smicke inhalation, and
later released, S0T Harmon was later awarded the Army Commendation Medal
for his hereic acticnd in rescuing persennel. The Gorden dropped anchor

at Qui Nhon, Republic of Vietnam, on Cctober 23, departing Oectober 31. It
then sailed to Vung Tau, RVH, stopping at Cam Ranh Bay enroute. It arrivead
at Vurp Tan on Nowvember 2, with the personnel debaridng the following dﬁy.EE

At 0900 hours November 3, LCM's (Landing Craft Medium) began taking
personnel from the ISN5 Gordon, Personnel had been on board ship 33 days.
The LGMYs landed at a US Army beach, The troops marched ashore in two single
file columns and boarded waiting 2% Lo Trucks for a ride Lo the Vung Tau
Arvmy Alr Field, There they were directed by waiting USAF personnel ‘to stand
wehind one of five numbered signs. A shuttle fleet of five €-130"z bepan to
arrive. While the enzine econtinued to Tun, 78 sScldiers boarded each alreraft,
Eafgage Was stacksd in the center aisle, The heat inside the aireralt (est=
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imated by the Battalion Surpeon to be 112 degrees) was stifling. After
landing at the Bien Hoa Air Fase the troops then boarded another fleet
of 2% ton trucks which toock them to the staging area on the grounds of
the Saigeon University.<

The equipment ship, the USNS Dick Lykes, arrived ip Saigon harbor on
Movember §. Details were senit to shipside to assist in unloading, Ten
vehicles already available were driven to the Battalion area, The how-
itzers ware unleoaded by hegvy crane onto barges in the Saigon river. These
were then meved to & pler area near the famous Saigen fleoating restaurant.
The APO's were similarly moved to the same location. These tracked vehicles
then proceeded by convoy to the staging area. This occurred early on the
morning of November & {local law reguired that convoys mevg through Salgon
enly during curfew hours to aveld the thick city traffic]). L

The Battalion spent 16 days altogether in the ataging area. While there
they proceased vehicles, drew supplies and made preparations for moverent to
tactical areas. The men alse used the time to relax and unlimber from
their long vorame.

Al and Service Hatteries were the first to assume their tactical
positicns, departing the staging area on November lOth. These two bvatteries
jointly cceupied an area east of Eien Hoa, near the idow's Villare."
Though this ares was supposed to be a permanent location, it was not, for
the batteryls fires were found to disrupt the air traffic of the Eien Hoa
Air Base., Air traffic had to be stopped whenever the battery fired to the
north. Scon better locations for the two batteries were found adjacent to
the base camp-area of the 1734 Airborne Bripade. The batteries moved on
December Sth,<2

The ersanization became a composite battalion on November 15, 19£5.

On that day feur B" howitzers were transferred to the 24 Battalion {175)
(8P), 324 Artillery, with the 4/27th receiving four 175mm guns in return,
The 13th howitzer, which the Battalicn had brought frgm Fi Bliss as a
nfloat", was alsc transferred to the 33ng .ﬁ.rtillery.E

Frave, Charlie and Headguarters Patteries displaced to their tactical
positions near the town of Phuoe Vinh on November 19th. The wheeled vehicles
moved by armed convoy from the 1lst Division staging area %o FPhuoe Vinh, while
the tracked vehicles went B eonver to the Song Ze river crossing where a
40 ton ferry {provided by the 1sti Enpgineer Hrigade, lst Infantry Division)
tosk them acrosa the river., The track vehicles elpsed intc Phuec Vinh on
the 21st,=7
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ALL three of the batteries in Phuoc Vinh at first occupied temporary
positions near the airstrip, As these areas were untenable from a ground
defensive standpoint, within & week new areas were found, Headquarters
Battery moved to an area between the District Chief's compound and the
Phuoe Vinh school, while Bravo Battery occupied the old Headquarters Bate
tery area, This move was accomplished in one day, with the Battalion ree
assuming its mission that aft ernoon, 28

The Battalion's personnel section moved within the 1st Infantry Division
staging area at Di An into the area occupied by the 2d Battalion, 32nd
Artillery, This was in preparation for the projected consolidation of all
the 23d Artillery Group personnel sections, This consolidation did in fact
oceur, with the 6/27th and the 2/32nd joining the other sections at Tan Son
Whut Airbase on December Gth,*?

Ceneral Harold K, Johnson, Chief of Staff, US Army, visited Charlie
Jattery at Phuoc Vinh on December 23d, staying 10 minutes, General Johnson
talked to Lieutenant Colonel McKay, Captain McCallum and many of the men of
the battery, He conveyed a personal message from Presicent Johnson "that
the reople of the Imited States were behind the fine effort of the troops
in Vietnam," He extended the President's best wishes for a Merry Christmas.
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FART IIL
CN THE LINE

The battalicn found itself in a combat situation whelly unlike the more
conventional patterns of past wars, The usual breakdown of embattled areas
inte front lines and rear areas did not apply in the Vietnam situation. The
Viet Cong could (and did} strike both rear elements and forward units with
aqual impunity. Sustained contact with the enemy seldom cecured for the
guerillas regularly vanished inte their Jjungle hidecuts and VC deminated
villages after each skirmish, The American's major problem was cne of tar-
get acoguisition. To give order to the search for the enemy, the TACR
(Tactical Ares of Responsibility) concept was evolved, This theory gave cer-
tain units respeonsibility for finding and destroying enemy units within &
certain specific area (generally in the gecgraphic wvieinity of base camps).
The entire country was thus placed under specific contrel, ARVN erganizatiens
as well as free world forces were given TAURs. OSupporting units within the
area assisted the primary organization in dispensing its responsibility. Wwhen
unusual sitvations in & particular area arose, assistance was easily obtained
from forces in othar TAORs,

The 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery became very familiar with this mode of
operation, EBrave Battery, Charlie Battery and Battalion Headguarters found
themselves in the lst Brigade, lat Infantry Division TACR. Alpha Battery, at
Eien Hoa, was in the area of operation of the 1734 Adrborne Brigade. Yet the
battalion's fires were not limited to a single TAOR. A system of cecordination
of fire was worked out by Battaliorn Headrnuarters at Fhuog VYinh. In this system
Battery "A", 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery, at Bien Hea, Battery "A", 2d Bat-
talion, 324 Artillery at Bien Hoa and Battery "B", 24 Battalion, 32d Artillery
at Lal Khe furnished interlocking and overlapping fires for each other. This
enabled all thres batteries to better suppert the elements in their area of
reapﬂnﬂibility.l

Artillery support was supplied to Popular Forces Hamlets, ARVN units and
Special Forces camps. Forward observers were con cccasion sent to all these
type units, particularly to the Special Forces "AY teams. While engaged in
defending the latter's base campa, these forward observers in some instances
directed fire to within &00 meters of thelr own pﬁsitinn$.3

lynit Histerical Repert, 1966, p. 8.
2The Fopular Forces were an organization of local defenders.
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Several airmobile operations conducted by the Special Forces were supported
by the Battalion, One of these netted a total of 20 VC killed, with a
probable 40 more. All of these casualties were directly atiributable to
artillery.% Because of this support the V{ operations in these areas were
very effectively hindered. The long range capabilities of the 175mm pgun
were well utilized as these ﬁgmps were & considerable distance from the
Battalion's firing positions.

RBattery "A" formed plans for long range interdietion fire in War Zone
nph in addition to furnishing artillery firee on call, Cable commnications
were established between the battery and the Dong Nai sensitive area so
that the, battery could receive intelligence information and furnish fire
quickly.ﬁ

The Battalion discovered that a cirewlar line of contact was the usual
method of operation in Vietnam, It was found that the batteries could
operate effectively throughout their entire 6400 mil range (though the
fire direetion centers had to modify their standard operating procedure
a bit). One chart was used for both 8" gun and 175mm gun plots, Two
different grid scales were used on the same chart; 8" grid squares were in
red, 175mm grid squares were in black., TDeflection corrections were rec-
orded on the graphical firing tables (GFT), Four sets of GFT's, each
labelled for a different direction of fire, were maintained. It was not
unusual for each piece in a firing battery to be pointed in a different
direction. In the batteries, two aiming circles were set up, Although
this system was complex and required close supervision, it was very effective,

Intelligence information was received primarily from lst Bripade, lst
Infantry Division Overlays, Intellipence Summaries and Special Forces
reports, Personal contacts were established with the lst Brirade, lst
Infantry Division 5-=2, Special Forees, Criminal Tnvestigation Division and
the Military Assistance Command adviser in Phuoe Vinh., A liaison was effected
with the US Air Force Forward Air Controllers.® Unfortunately some reports
received by the Battalion were old and ountdated, some by as much as five days.
This severely impeded their usefulness., The problem was solved by the lst
Brigade's more frequent use of long range patrols.

7
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A prime source of intelligence information was the Battalion's
aviation program. Using two O-1 "Birddogs" (small observation planes)
and an DOH=13 helicopter, the area around Phuoc Vinh was thoroughly scanned
daily for signa of VO activity., This proved to be a frustrating as well
as hazardous undertaking. Hecause of the dense jungle (large areas were
covered with double and triple tree canopies), the aircraft at times had
to be flown at an altitude of 50" above treetop level in order for the
observer to see through the dense foliage. Daylight visual reconalissance
seldom yielded positive identifications, for the VC preferred to move under
cover of darkness,t Night flights were then scheduled te increase the
chancea of obaerving "live" targets. In spite of the cbvious difficulties
inherent in nighttime operation, this proved to be the case. By the
gecond quarter of 1968, ever 1LY of all flights were at night. Landings
and takeoffs under cover of darkness were hazardous. HNight lights on the
planes could not be used because of the tactical situation {the threat
of sniper fire near the airstrip was great ). Battery operated runway
lights could not be used without exposing ground personnel to sniper fire,
Departures were usually instrument take-offs. Landings Were accomplished
either by moonlight or by use of flare illumination fired by mortars on
order of the pilot. ThHe results of these visual reconalasance missions
were sent to the 2332 Artillery Oroup and the lst Bripade, 1st Infantry
Division in intellipence summaries, and posted on the Fattalion activity
overlay,:l

Experience soon proved that the O-1 gireraft was far superior to the
OH=13 for observaticon and adjustment of artillery fire. This was due to its
higher inherent stability, lessened crew fatipue, ability teo remain aloft
and the fact that it could more easily fly at nisht and in poor weather.
The helicopter proved invaluable to the Battalion Commander for reconaissance
and instantly available transportation to subordinate units.l?

Mipght flights teook on added sipgnificance with the addition of a Starlight
Seope to the wisual reconaissance program. This lipght intensificatien
device enabled the aerial ﬂbEETV§r$ to detect VC personnel and vehicular
movements more easily at night.l

Tmmediately upeon arrival in Phuoe Vinh the Battalion's communications
section found that one of their first prioritiss was the censtruction of a
pattalion coremunications center. A structure had to be designed that would
afford protection against attack for the switchboard and AM radic sets,

The problem was solved through the use of "GI" ingenuity. Empty 175mm and
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8" powder cans were filled with dirt and welded together end to end in
groups of three and six. These were set vertically to form the walls,
Eeams were then laid across the tops to form a roof. Four layers with
a plastic sheet (for waterproofing) sandwiched between the sccond and
third layers were laid on the rcof to provide protection., One layer
of sandbags was placed around the walls for additional protection. The
result was a bunker that could withstand any attack the enemy in the area
were capable of launching. The radio bunker, located adjacent to the
switchboard bunker, was of similar construction, Space inside the bunker
was reserved for two conex transporters in which the AN/GRC 4& radios
were placed, Holes were drilled in the transporters for cable hookup.
Space was also reserved for parking of a M37Bl three-quarter ton truck
to be used as an emergency power source, Construction of the walls and
roof of the bunker itself was the same as that used for the switchboard
bunker.

Wire lines were laid out in both the Phuoc Vinh and Bien Hoa areas
as soon as the batteries assumed their positions. Wires were laid so as
to use a rminimum of routes, There was a scarcity of trees in both areas
and poles were not obtainable. Substitule poles, made by welding together
two eight foot enginser stakes, were used to put all wires overhead., The
placing of wire lines along common routes enabled the wires to be "eabled",
providing a stronger line run, reducing the maintenance reguired, and
presenting a neater appearance. A total of 42 miles of wire were laid in
the construction of the Battalion wire lines.l

The firing batteries discovered immediately upon arrival that their
firing pads were inadequate. A variety of materials were used to solve
the protlem, Each was shown to have certain disadvantages, Crushed rock
damared the road wheels and caused tracks to be thrown, conerete slabs
did not provide enough cushioning., Laterits proved adequate during the
dry season, but it was observed that tgese pads would turn into a quagmire
with the onset of the monseon season,l

Te better serve both segments of the Zattalion, the Battalion's supply
saction was divided into two parts. The Se4 Officer, Assistant Battalion
Supply Sergeant; Supply Clerk, two Assistant Supply Clerks, and one heavy
truck driver operated the supply section at Service Fattery (or South Camp,
as the Fien Hea areas of MAY and Service Patteries were called). The Sat-
talion Supply Technieian, Supply Serreant and a heavy truek driver operatec
the Phuoc Vinh (or North Camp) supply section. A 1200 pallen diesel fuel
tank was installed in Phuoe Vinh for the Fattalion, as well as a 600 rallor
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pod for pasoline. Service Battery installed a4 1200 pgallen tank for
gasoline, which it filled from a filling statien to whiech ther had
access, Truckﬁ.necgsanry for transpeorting this fuel were alsc brought
to both locations,t

Logistical support for the Battalion was initimlly Irom the lst
Logiatical Command and freom stock control and issuing services in Saigon.
After November 14, 1965 support was provided by the lst Infantry Division
Support Command for all items except Class V supplies, Satteries A"
and Service at Bien Hea were serviced by the 2d Forward Siupport Detachment.

Because of its isoclation, supplies could be brought to Phucc Vinh only
by armed convoys or airplane, The initial convoy (November 19-22, 1965)
brought orpazaticnal supplies, equipment, Class TV and enough other supplies
to keep the Batfalion's Phuoc Vink elements supplied for 4O days. A
second convey (December 20=30, 19465) bronght in similar supplies for a L3
day interval.l'? Conveys were then scheduled at monthly or pi-monthly intervals
thereafter. Hatteries "A" and Service were located close to sources of
supply, enatling them to resupply themselves almost at will.
Armmunition resupply was the responsibility of the Battalion smmunition
section, which had elpghteen Plve-ton trucks for this purpese., The ammunition
supply peint was at Long Binh, approximately 21 kilomaters from Service
Battery. Armunition wes. brourht to the firing batteries in Phuoce ¥inh
mainly by convoy, wsually at the szame time that other supplies were trucksd
te Phuoc Vinh. Adﬁﬁaiﬂnal rounds wera {requently flown in, especially when
stoclkpiles ran low. _

Owerleedineg of trucks caused some problems on these resupply convoys.
As the Army permitted a 1007 sverload on all trucks, the Sattalion's
vehlcles often carried loads far in excess of the norm. It was discovered,
however, that a 100% everload should be applied only on hard, smooth
surfaced reads. Operation of overlecaded trucks on secondary roads caused
damare to the frame, sprinrs and steering linkare., Armunition trucks caused the
most eoncern, for most itypes of ammunition overloaded % vehicle far pefore
the volumetric capacity of its carze area was reached,<t

Some supply problems were caused 5y inefficient packing before the
Battalion's departure from ¥t Rliss. Many unseparated, unrelated items
were packed together in boxes, Others were not packed in a neat and
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orderly manner. ©GSome items were exchanged for newer eguipment at the
last moment, causing packing and unpacking pretlems. Nobk all conex
inserts were placed in_trucks, which caused econsiderable damare to the
cargo carried in them,

" The Pattalion discovered upon aprival that many unnecessary items were
lacking and that proecuring these items was difficult, The meterolopical
section arrived in Vietnam with a sixty day supply of expendable items
such as ballons and radicsondes. Thoursh numerous Teaquisitions for resupply
were submitted, they were not filled until months later, The metero—
lopical secticn alsc had extreme difficulty in petting repair parts for
its. egquipment. Their radic antennas and other piecea of equipment were
rare items in Yietrnam and were not aimilar to other items in rFreater supply.
Thiz these weather men experienced long delays in repair of their equip-
ment, Radietelebtype parts were also in extremely short supply. HMFalfunetions
in these particular pieces of eguipment seversly hampered communication
within the Tattalion, for Lthese freguently wWere the only means of com-
munication with the outlwyinrs firing batteries. “ilding materials were in
short supply, as were sandbars, Gun carriares (107 and M110} were often
non=operational doe to lack of repair parts, Hydraulie line leaks; broken
spade braces angd broken elevation and traverse cears were the majior causes
of breakdowns,

The 6H/27th was not alone in experiencinz supply difficulties, Tha
rapid influx of many units inte Vietnam undeniably placed some strain
upori the swpply system. Yet it is Bo the credit of the logisticians involved
that this Zattalien at least was never sipnificantly hampered oy the lack
e snppiles,

Crdnance support was st first provided by the B5th Ordnance Company.
oh Hovembers 19, 1965 this support was taken over by the YO0lst Maintenanee
Zattalion., DCompany "3" of the P0lst supported Service and '"AY Satteriec
at Fien Moa, while Company "M supported the other batteries at Phuoc Vinh,
Poth companies provided direct support for all equipment: i.e, avtomotive,
armament , ‘sirnal, chemical, engineer anc q;artermaster.ﬁi

Yehicle maintenance was performed at both the battalion and cattery
levels., The Battalion naiptenance seéction at Phooe Tinh tock care of
problems the indivigcual battery maintenanece sections ecould mot resclve.
Teams Were sent to Sian Hoa to solve maintenance probtlems in MA" and Service
Hatteries, Periodic¢ inspections of all equipment, as well as guarterliy
and ‘semi=gnnual maintenance services were periormed o all maintenances
sections, =
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Procurement of replacement personnel was never a problem, in fact
‘aleven men Were received while the Hattalion waa still in the staring area.
It was found that fregquent trips had to be made to the 90th Replacement
Battalion to determine if the personnel asaiened to the Battal?on had
arrived in-country. If this check was not done these personnel were liable
to Be assimed to another organization: This information could not be
determined hy telephone as this type of commnication was seldom reliable.
In spite of these problems the system worked =0 wall that acute persnnagl
turbulence never resulted in-a lack of suitable replacement personnel,

The flow of administrative correspondence was rreatly hindered by the
separation of the personnel section from the Battalion headquarters element.
Ag this correspondence had fo e flown oat of Phuoe Tinh the number of
distriation runs waa limited by the number of available flights. Use
of the Battalion's TO&Y giraraft to movres correspondence insured its
deliveryr, but such flirhts were Tew ag combat regquirements for these ajip-—
eraft came firat. Field telephonss were used to the maxdmm, but this
method was inefficient and time corsuming. Connections were weal and
often lost in the middle of a conversation. The radioteletype was used,
but Egmhat use of this Iinstrument took priority, limitins its administrative
uae,

Mistribution of publications was very alow, Diractives and remilations
from higher headguartera wers often sent at never received, Compliance
with these remilations was thus made diffienlt,

Efficiency reports were prepared by the 81 (Adjutant) insteasd of by the
Fersonnel Officer who, due to his ssperation from Bsttalion Headguarters,
could not meet suspense dates, Deadlines were not always met because there
wae only one clerk, 8 converted wireman. He waAas not accustomed to such
meticulous work, Paperwork increased in the combat gone, instead of decreased
as was oricinally assumed, 28

Casualty reportine was Jone on an abbrevinted form due te the separation
of the personnel section from the Battalion Headguarters., HRasic Inflormation,
immediately available at the batteries, was placed on this form, The
balance of the information was suppllsed Trom the 201 Tile by the personnesl
section. This precedure resulted in timely, accurate casualiy reporting.

APD 96307 was asalrned to the Battalion prior to its Adeparture from
the IInited States, Mie to the wide dispeprsion of the wariouns Battalion
elementa the Battalion Mail Clerk wags stationed at Tan Son Mhot Airbasze,

267544, p. &,
271hid, p. 5.
287kid, v, 5,

'Eqﬂpﬂrﬂtimnal Repotts May sty ims 5



26

He was thus able to pick up the mail directly from the Base Post O0ffice,
one of the larpe central mail breakdown points. He then broke the mail
down oy batteries and placed the mail for Yeadguarters, Prave and Charlie
Batteries ontoe a mail helicopter. BService and Alpha Batteries picked up
their mail directly from the clerk at Tan Son Nhut, He monitored address
changes of new arrivals, personnel who departed from the Dattalion and those
who transferred within the Battalion. A sub=AP0 in Fhuoc Vinh distributed
the mail to the Battalion's elements there,30

Promotions were readily availahle to the men who deserved them with one
major exception., The Hattalion had left the United States with an excess
of five 3taff{ Serceants (FA) becauae the forward chserver ausmentation to
the TORE was staffed with five men who were one rank above what was avthorized,
This created a bottleneck and & detérrant to morale. This aurmentation
should have been filled with E-4's.31

Parhaps the meat unusual aspect of the American Army's presence in
Vietnam was its emphasis upon establishing and maintainine pood will with
the Vietnamese people, America's poal was to assist the Vietnamese peopls
in their strurrle arainst the communist acrrrassion from the north and to
ald in the ereation of a atrones regime in the sonth, one that could cope
with the messive ecopomic and social proclema of the countryry, Thus com=
siferable ener=v was devoted to civie action and other "nation btuilding"
proijects. AllL units in Yietnam contribuntesd in some wWay.

Civil affairs oceupled g larre place in the Rattalion's affairs,
Cordial relationa were established with the MACY ASvisory team and the
local Ristrict Chief, On Movember 28, 1985 it was decided to assist the
Phuoe Vinh schecl (located adiacent to the Headguarters Battery grea) in
several profects, AS the schosl was located in a low lying area, soil
was trucked in by Headouarters Pattery to eliminate starpant pools. A
flappn%e, a4 fence and & vollevball court were constructed, mainly Ty volunteer
labor,~2 The well was repaired, as were the pump and eigtern, The
Battalion S5=5 {Civil AfTairs) Offiger arranced for the hirine of a Janitor
for the schoel. HFe waz paid on & daily basis from indirenous laboer funds
allodated to the Area commarder,3d

Phuoc Vinh, like mpst Vietnamese towns, was woeMilly short of medical
tregtment facilities for its cditigzens, To alleviate this the Pattalioen
Sur~eon held sick call for the townspeople once a week at a small eivilian
iapengary. Retween 50-75 patients were seen on each visit, The Jurceon
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found that many health problems were caused by the simple lack of soap.
This problem was alleviated by the men of the Pattalion, Entirely on
their own, they requested their families and friends at home to send bars
of soap, The response to this campairn was excellent, Fnourh scap was
peceived to rive one cake to each patient at these weekly clinical
sessions. 3

The Battalion was well established bw the end of 1945, TIis positions
were well fortified and it had adopte? methods of cperation that were well
suited to the situation at hand, Moreover, in twe months of opsration the
Battalion had made a larre contribtution to the war effort in the Phuoe Vinh
area, The presence of heavy artillery in the Phuoc Vinh “ase camp made a
direct attack on that camp by the enemy more diffienlt, VC operations
within rance of the bir guns becams risky endsavors for them, Harrassment
and interdiction fire kept him at consideratle distances from the base carp.
Reconaissance patrols became more effective, for destructive artillery fire
could easily be brousht upon the enemy when contact was made,

This reflected the situation throurhout Vietnam oy the end of the Viet-
nam Defense Campaim (December 2k, 1965). By this date the American presence
was of such size that much of the initiative of batile was wrested from the
VC. The enemy was simply not squipped to pose a real challenge to the overall
strenzth of the friendly forces, He was forced to concentrate on what he
could do best = effective harrassment of friendly forces and willages, UHis
only real hope now laid in his ability to wear down the American's will to
firht, Assumine that the voice of the protest marchers was the voice of
the people as a whole, the enemy may well have conclurded that the men in
Vietnam would tire easily of the war and would ¢réck and commit errors under
the pressurs of combat., He was wrone. The American soldier was able to
see instances of Communist ascression not noted by the eritics at home, If
was painfully cbvicus to him that if the Americans were not in Vietnam, the
Communists would be, and that the South Vietnarese stood a far ~reater chance
of determining their own destiny under an American heremony than unter
Communist influence, MHe justified his own presence in Vietnam kv faith in
freedom and the explicit promise of the American government that self-
determination for Scuth Wietnam would be accomplished as soon as th-
Communist threat was erased. This faith went deep in a surprisins number
of American soldiers, and zave them a resolve and determination far otevond
what the Viet Cons expected him to have,

The Tear 1966 Aawned with a faint burst of hope on the Tietnamese horizon
A larre, strong, well equipped, dedicated Army now stood on Vietnamese soil,
ready and moré than willineg to Tirht the W, The next phase of the war, the
Tietnamese Counteroffensive Campaipn, saw exactly that. -
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PART IV
THE VIETHAM CCUNTERCFFENSIVE CAMFAIGN

With the beginning of the Vietnam Counteroffensive Campaign in Janruary
1966, the first effects of the American buildup began to be felt. Though it
was a alow end laboriocus process; the friendly forcesz did eventually succeed
in wresting the initiative of battle from the enemy.l Yet progress was
difficult to chart due to the unusual nature of the war.

American strategy in Vietnam was a complex blending of several different
programe, One of these involved the creation and deployment of large, mobile
ground forees, These were deployed in various tactical situvations, aiming
primarily at destroying the enemy's ability to fight. The emphasis was on
mobllity. Through the use of helicopters, ground forces could be airlifted
rapidly into areas of VC dominance, often giving the Americans the advantage
¢f surprise in their attacks. %When the tide of battle turned against the
Americans, reinforcements were easily brought to the scene by the same means,
many times altering the outcome of the battle. Use of helicopters also, by
and large, freed ground forces from being tied dowvn.to their lines of supply.
Artillery and other support elements could (and often did) accompany the
infantryman on these missions, This of course greatly increased the firepower
and effectiveness of the aggregate force. The helicopter assault proved to
be the most prevalent, most successful means of derloyment in the Vietnam war.

The size of these heliborne units was as a rule kept small (generally
battalion size or smaller) for two primary reascne: to retain mobility and
because the VO elements encountered by them generally were below division size
themselves, It was & war of small engagements., large scale confrontations of
entire armies never occurred at this stage in the conflict, Achievement of
larger tactical objectives was accomplished by well organized, pre-planned
tombat operations. These were generally of battalion size or larger, and were
code named. Ground forces ware deployed by both air and ground means and
usually stayed in the field for several days to several weeks, It was by this
means primarily that the war brought to the enemy.

The 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery furnished fire support for a large number
of these operations. Cn most occasions the batteries did not have to leave
their base camps to furnish this fire due to the great range of the 175mm gun (it

1ltr, MACOI-C, Subj: Summary of Events, First Suarter, Calendar Year
1966, p. 3.
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could reach targets in excess of 20 miles). Thus the Battalion's total number
af tactical moves was low. The 8" platoon accompanied the infantry units to
the field more readily than the 175mm platoons {particularly in Alpha Battery).

The Battalion's first operation was JINGLE BELLS, held, appropriately,
during the Christmas season, 19 - 20 December 1965.2 Tt was followsd by
LAVENDER HILL, notable chiefly for the fact that the Battalion's fires produced
a large secondary explosion,3 and by Operation BLUE BALL.4 RED BALL IV saw the
batteries at Phuoe Vinh provide support fire for the lst Brigade, lst Infantry
Division as the latter staged & resupply convoy to Phuoc Vinh.? After support-
ing QUICK KICK II, Battery "B" dieplaced to the village of Bo Mau II (1% miles
east of Phuoc Vinh) in support of Operation QUICK KICK IV from 24 Januwary 1966
to 11 February 1566.5 Battery "A" moved from Bien Hea to Long Thanh in support
of Uperation MALIET on 2% Janvary 1966, It assumed a new position during the
same operation on 11 Febrmary and returned to base camp on 18 February 1966 s
Another resupply convoy oparation, RED BALL V, followed on 29 January 1966 to
1 February 1966.8

fmae of the Battalion's finest hours ccecurred during Cperation RCLLING
STOME, 10 Februery 1965 to 20 February 1966. This operation produced the
first major contact between the VC and the lst Brigade, 1lst Infantry Division.
Three confirmed, and possibly five battalions of VC had tried to overrun tha
field position of the lst Brigade. The 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery (at
Phuoe Vinh) was called upon to fire numercus countermortar plots located by
the countermortar radar of the lst Battalion, 5th Artillery. These fires ef-
fectively silenced the enemy mortars. The Battalion's guns also fired at
numerous suspected VO treop locations, and placed & ring of defenaive fires

ZCommander's Daily Situatlon Reports, HQ, &th Bn, 27th Arty, 19 Dec &5 and
20 Dec 65,

ISITREFP, dtd 3 -~ 7 Jan 65.

LSTTREP, dtd 12 - 14 Jan 66,
SSITREP, dtd 15 = 19 Jan &6.
GSITREF, dtd 24 Jan &6 - 11 Feb 66.
TSITHEP, dtd 29 Jan 66 - 18 Feb 66 .

BaTTREP, dtd 29 Jan 66 - 1 Feb 66 .
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around the lst Brigade perimmter. The combination of all these fires con-
tributed significantly towards the lst Brigada's repulsing the enemy attack.
A body count made the next morning diselosed that over 140 VC had been killed
in the battle. Many of these casualtles were atiributed to artillery fire.?

Operation SILVER CITY was a jolnt operation with the l&t Infantry Division,
1734 Alrborne Brigade and the 10th ARVN Diwvision. The 6th Battalion, 2Tth
Artillery served as a general support headquarters throughout the antire oper-
ation. Battery "D", 8th Battalion, 6bth Artillery was attached to the Battelion,
with Battery "B", 2d Battalion, 332d Artillery providing reinforcing fire for the
Battalian, ALl in &ll the Battalion tactically controlled the fires of five
widely aeparated hesvy artillery batteries during SILVER CITY. This control was
exercised through the use of FM/AM radics ard by sole use/common use VHF
elreuits. AL eone point in the operation a battalieon of the 173d Alrborne was
nearly surrounded by VG, The Battalion massed the fires of Battery "CN, Ath
Battalion, 27th Artillery and Battery "D", 8th Battalion, &th Artillery onto a
whole series of concentrations that surrounded the 173d Airborne's parimeter,
In the resultant firafifht artillary and air strikes were credited with a VC
body count of over 380, Q Battery “D", Bth Battalion, Ath Artillery received
mortay fire during Operation SILVER CITY on 9 March 1966. O(me man from their
battery was killed in action, and twe men from the &th Battalion, 27th Artillery
ware wounded. One vehicle from the &th Battalion, 27th Artillery was damaged
during the attack,il

On 30 March 1966, Bottery NAY moved to Cam Tam in support of Operation
ABILENE. It assumad a slightly different position in support of the same cper-
ation the following day, and returned to base camp wshortly thereafter.1? The
Battalicn then supporied a series of small operations from its base camps.
These were: MIAMT (16 April 1966 to 20 April 19486),13 WILIWCOD (17 April 1966
to 24 April 1966),1% and CHATTANCOCA (22 April 1956 to 24 April 1966).1% Resuprly

TMaritorions Unit Comuendation, dtd 26 Fov &6 p, 2.
10Meritorious Init Commendation, dtd 26 Nov &5 p. 2.
IlsyyREP, dtd 10 Mar &6
1ZSITREP, dtd 30 Mar &6 and 31 Mar &5,
135ITREP, dtd 16 Apr 66 and 20 Apr 66.

UiSITREP, dtd 17 Apr 66 and 24 Apr 66«
158ITREP, dtd 22 Apr &% and 24 Apr 65.
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convoys (RED BALL VI AND RED BALL VII) alsoc oceupled Batteries 98" gnd npn
during this period,l0

Uperation BIRMINGHAM saw Battery "A"™ move to Tay Ninh Province to suppert
the lat Infantry Ddvision's search apd destroy efforts in that area. The Bat-
tary was atbached to the lst Ddvision Artillery on & May 1966 and moved to Cu
Chi that same day in preparation for the move further north. Battery "A" re-
mined under the operational eontrel of the 1st Divisien Artillery until the
termination of BIRMINGHAM on 17 May 1966,17 The battery's effactivensss
during the operation wa2 hampered by the onsst of the torrential rains of the
moneoon season. At one point the spade of an 8" howltzer was completely burled
in mud due to the digging effect of a night of particularly hard shooting.l8

The first half of 1965 was completed by the Battalion's participation in
4 nuuber of smeller oparations from thelr base camps, These were: ADELAIDE I
(31 May 1965 to 9 June 1964), ADBLAIDE II (7 June 1966 to 10 June 1966) ADELAIDE III
(7 June 1986 to 10 June 1964).19

Yet. in spite of this considerable suppert of operations, the Battalion was
engaged in other aapects of f{ire support that proved of equal importance. The
Battalion supported Special Forces camps in its area, This proved of primary
importance, for the instantly available fireapower made sach camp much less
vulnerable to frontal attack by the VC. The Battalion made the cost (in terms of
VC easualties) of such an attack too high for the VC to attempt, The net result
was that esch camp sc aupported by the Battalion remined secure throughout 1%66,20
Fira support wae extended Lo new camps as they were built in range of ths Bat-
talion's wespone.

The Bettalion supported numsrous operations conducted by the Special FPorces
parsonnel, six duwring the sumner and fall of 1966 slone.?l On one occasicn the
Battalion's air observer sighted ysllow emoke and small explosions in an area in
which the Special Forces were conducting an operation. An estimated VO force of
two battalions was sighted. HRadio contact with the Special Forces personnel on
the ground was witbheld until they requested a fire mission. Artillery was used
to mark enemy positionms for the bombers that wers called in by the US Adr
Force Forward Air Contreller (who had also arrived on the scene), Artillery
pounded the cnemy both before and after the bombers had deslt their dest-
ruction. Howubes of enemy approach and withdrawal were sealed by artillery.

lﬁEITﬂEP, dtd 5 Mar 66, & Mar 66, 28 Mar &5 and 1 Apr 66,

LTSITREE, ded 6 May 86 and 17 May &4,

18Tnterview, 1iT John D, Klaitz, A Btry XO, 25 Aug 66,
Yeritorious Unit Comrendation, dtd 26 Nov &6, p. 1,
2Glntervi-ew, LT Edwerd S, ClConnér, Bn Cmdr, 19 May 7.

2']'.1..-151‘,. HS, 6th Bn, 27th arty, AVGE-YL, Subj: Uperational Report on
Lessons Learned (U}, dtd 31 Cet 66, p.
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In all sixty 2" rounds and fifty-seven 175mm rounds were ewpended.gg

Artillery support vas extended to various Popular Forces outposts
and hamlets in the RBattalion'!s area, 0On at least two ocecassions its
support plaved a large role in preventing these camps from being everrun,
On Mar 17, 1946 the Popular Forces outpost at Ap Bo la bepran receiving
rortar and small arms fire from three different locations. Four /" rounds
were placed on all three tarrets, effectively silencing the enemr Tire,
Avenues of escape were also blocked by artillery fire., %hen the attack
was over, the parrison commander commended the Batitalion on its speed and
accuracy of fire,?? On .June 19, 1946_the villare of Ap Bo La began to
receive small arms fire., The fattalion responded almost instantecusly
with 26 rounds., Contact was broken immediately. The same night the
Battalion fired at the location of three VC companies in the immediate
area,

Defense of the Phuoc Vinh base canmp on cccassion cceupied the £/27th,
Nightly harrassment and interdietion fire from the Pattalion, as well as
from the 105mm howitzer and L.2 mortar units also in Fhucoe Vinh, was an
effective deterrant arainst a major rround attack. Eecause of this, and
because of the extensive program of patrols launched oy the lst Brigade
and the various ARVN units in the area, Phuoc Tinh was never hit by a
large ground offensive in 1966, HQ, B and C Natteries all maintained a
system of ocutposts to protect their perimeters, The mards in these out=
posts seldom reported enemy activity. C Hattery did receive sniper fire
on the evening of December 6, 1965. The perimeter puards spotted the
sniper, fired at him, and reported that he had dropped to the Pruuag. How=-
ever a check made the followinrs morning could not loecate the bedy.

Phuoe Vinh did receive a number of minor mortar attacks in 1966,
Curing the mortar attack of February 24, 1966 the Eattalion regEived five
direct hits within its area. There was no damage or injuries.,™ On March 8,
1966 a larse mortar attack hit the camp bepinning at 2230 hours, The
Aviatien Officer from the 234 Artillery Group (who happened to he flyines in
the area) observed lirhts., WHe directed the firins of illumination and EE
rounds at these lichts and extiresuished them, After swpendine 30 rounds in
a countermortar prorram, the snem mortars were extinruiahqd.ET Another )

——
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mortar attack came on the evening of iApril B, 1966, Rattery "B" received
eight rounds in its battery area, A total of 104 eirht inch rounds were
fired by the Battalion at likely mortar positions and avenues of withdrawal
during the attack,<8 Four days later, on April 12, seven rounds from a
175mm recoilless rifle were fired at Phuoe Vinh.29 Wone of these attacks
inflicted many casualties or caused much damare,

As the months passed by, the 6/27th was enrared in many other profects
outside of its tactical missions, Pase camp areas were improved, living
conditions were bettered and relations with the Vistnamese citizenry were
promoted,

The Battalion's personnel section completed a permanent chanre of station
on June 8, 19866, movine from TanSen Nhut to Long 2inh, collecating with
the personnel sections from the other battalions in the 23d Artillery Grnup.jﬂ
Battery "A" moved also, from Fien Hea to Pearcat, This occurred on June 9,
1966, The battery assumed a new mission there, that of peneral support/
reinforecing the lat Pattalion, Tth Artillery., This was a permanent chanre
in both location and mission, On June 19th the battery converted one 2"
howitzer to a 175mm gun,3l

Tue to normal rotation of persomnel and the distinet lack of school
trained replacements, the Battalion faced an acute shortare of FT'C and
firing battery personnel in mid=196&, This problem was solved or eonducting
an intensive on=the=job training prosram for the new personnel, 32 Training
in the art of junsle fichtine was provided to the men of the £/27th by tBE
Jungle Devil School, operated by the lst Arirade, lst Infantry Diwvision.
Training new air observers proved to be rather difficult, takins much
longer than was anticipated (L0 to 70 hours)., These new observers had to
become so familar with the terrain below that thev coul? notice subtle day
to day chanees. He also had to he able to sense the sun=tareet line, as
often the firings battervy was out of sifht. Additional trainings had to te
given for nircht flirhts.”

The Battalion continued to actively participate in the Civic Action
Program, The men of "B" Battery repaired the furniture cf the Phucoe Vinh
school, A box of hospital women'!s supplies donated by the Albion Women's
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Club, Albion, Michigan was given to the Phuoc Tinh dispensary. A box of
children®s clothing donated by relatives of the Headgquarters Battery
Commander was diastributed te the needy children of Phuoc Vinh, Vietnameae
laborers were utilized to clean the classroom of the school and to police
the schoclyard. Over 200 pounds of soap were donated to an orphanage in
Saigon.35 The medical section engaged actively in the Medieal Civie
Action Program (MEDCAF). Visits were made to various villages in the
Phuoc Vinh area to conduct clinics for those Vietnamese stricken hy illness
or injury. Technical uaaiﬂgance and vital medieal supplies were given to
the Phuce Vinh dispensary.”

The Battalion experienced a period of severe personnel turbulence in
September and October 1966, when large numbers of personnel who had served
with the Battalion since its arrival in Vietnam completed their tours
of duty and returned to the United States, Among those who departed was
the Battalicn Commander, Coleonel Robert J. Meckay. He was replaced by
HﬂjuréEdward C. C'Comnor, who assumed command of the Battalion on September
1_- .1? 'E-'q.

Troop merale (though always high) tock a bit of an upsawing in the
third quarter of 1966. This was attributed to: an inerease in the
operational and materiel readiness posture, the R & R program, Special
Services activities and the Battalion's building pregram. An Enlisted
Man's Council was established. Two men were chosen from each battery
to bring the grievences of the enlisted men to the Battalion Comander.
These monthly meetings often brought legimate protlem areas out into
the open. An increase in troop morale Was the result,

In spite of the fact that the Battalion was in a combat zone, con=—
siderable emphasis was placed on individual and unit training. Eeginning
in December 1966 gunner's tests and maintenance exams were administered
by=-monthly to the gun sections. To inecrease motivation and a sense of
competition among the gun sections, an award systen was devised whereby
the section with the highest score on these examinations received the
"Beat Cun Ssction in the Battalion" Plague. Should the same section
win this award three consecutive times, that section retained permanent
possession of the plague. Fire Direction Tests were similarly piven.

In this test an actual mission was given to each of the battery Fire
Direetion Centers. Both batteries fired at the same target, which was
of equal distance from beoth., The batteries were scored on speed of
computed data, accuracy of computed data (checked by the Battalion FIC)
and accuracy of the actual round., A plagque was given monthly to the FIC
that secored highest, with permanent peossession being retained by the
FDC that won the award three consecutive times. Additionally, a gunnery

axam was administered monthly to all company srade artillery officers

L = ==

330parational Report, Jul &6, p. 5,

3ﬁH@ritﬂriaus Unit Commendation, MNov &6, p. 2.



35

in the Battalion te keep these officers current in the artillerymen's
specialty. The only difficulty experienced in administerine these tests
in & combat zone was due to occassional interruptions caused by tactical
commitments, 37 '

Cther aspects of training were conducted as well, Maintenance classes
on the 175mm gun were conducted by representatives from the Artillery
Transport Detachment at Ft 8ill. Additional classes were given by various
technical representatives, Weapons familiarization firing for all personnel
was conducted on a monthly basis, Personnel fired all TO4E weapons to
include hand grenades.38

Cn September 19, 1966 the Zattalion was alerted by hirher headquarters
to prepare & heavy artillery battery for rapid movement to Quang Tri
Province (near the DMZ), It had been decided that the Marine elements
operating in that area desperately needed heavy artillery support. As the
Marines did not have & weapon as large and as powerful as the 175mm sun
in their arsepal, it was up to the Army to provide this weapon,

In order to send the best possible unit to the DMZ, Major 0O'Connor
created an aralgamated battery at Phuoe Vinh, mating the best portions of
"E" and "C" batteries. The result was called Task Force 6/27 (or "IV Hattery,
from whence the major portion of its men and ecquipment came). The Task
Force left Phuoc Vinh on September 23, 1966 and went to a positien just
south of the Scng Be bridge, where it remained for two days. It then moved
to the Service Battery location at Leng Binh where it was completely resupplied
ant the vehicles rechecked. Two 8" howitzers were converted to 175w euns
during this peried. On September 29th the battery!s equipment was driven
to Sairon and loaded onto an L5T (Loading Ship Transport). Altogether 26
vehicles were loaded onto this boat, marking the first time a 175mm pun was
transported anywhere by LST.J9

The L3T then sailed to Ca Nang, taking four days to do so, At Na Rang
the equipment was transferred from the LST to six ILU's (Landine Craft
Utility) for further shipment to Tong Ma. This was necessary as the LST
was too larre to sail up the Cam Lo river to Tong ¥a, whereas the smaller
LCU's gould. The major perticn of the tattery's personnel was flown to _
Tong Ha and met the equipment ships there, TFollowing unloading, the battery
moved overland to their new home at Camp J. J, Carrell, on the "artillepry
plateau™ near Cam Lo. Approximately two and one~half hours later the
vattery fired the first heavy artillﬁﬁy round in support of Marines in the I
Corps tactical unit by an Armv unit.,E
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On October 19, 1966 the 2d Battalion, 94th Artillery arrived on the
artillery plateau, "B" Battery was attached to this organization shortly
thereafter, eventually becoming known as Delta Eattery, 24 Zattalion, P4th
Artillery., An unfortunate side effect of thisz was the loss o the battery'ls
and former &/27's call sign,; "Redleg". Interestingly, the &/275h taught
the 2/94th a great deal about combat operaticns in Vietnam. The latter
unit was newly arrived in Vietnam from Ft S5ill and knew little about £LOO
mil eperation. They eventually adopted almost all of the standard Dp&ﬂiting
procedures used by the "B" Fattery Commander, CFT Gary E. Vanderslice,

The battery received little control from the 2/9Lth on fire missions.
The battalion usually supplied only the coordinates of the targets to be
shot., All computing and checking of the fire data was done entirely within
the battery's own fire direction center. Some misslions came directly from
the Marine elements, k2

In Octoter and November 1966 "B'" Dattery's operations became somewhat
hampered by the onset of the monscon season. Torrential rains created great
discomfert and prodigious amounts of mud, The men were not equipped with
adequate wet weather apparel, compounding the problem. Further discomfort
was caused by the plummeting temperatures (readings in the 30° - LO® range
were recorded). The battery could do little building because of the constant
rain. Eventually the 2/9L4th supplied "hardbacks" (wooden tent frames and
floors) which rot the men out of the mud at least.

Brave Battery experienced a number of other minor provlems during its
first few months at Camp Carroll. Ordnance support was neglipgible even
theugh a team from the 125th Maintenance Battalion secccmpanied the battery
on its trip to the I Corps area. ©Supplies were hard to come oy. "B"
Hattery received its supplies through Marine channels at first, In spite
of this an adeguate supply system was not placed in coperation for the
battery until other Army units arrived in the area.

Meanwhile the rest of the Dattalion continued ite normal operations.

In order to keep the Battalion Commander informed of daily progress in the
various areas of endeavor within the Battalion, morning and evening _
reports were begun in the Fall of 1966. The Eattalion Commander, Executive
Officery S=l1, S=2, 5-3 , Communication Qfficer, Motor Cfficer, Aviation
Officer, Surgeon, Battery Commanders (when in the Fhuoe Vinh area) and the
Serpeant Major attended the morning briefing., The Battalion Commander,
Executive Officer, 5-2 and §=3 attended the evening briefing., The morning
meeting was a review of the previous day's activities, current status report
and a review of future plans. It allowed the Battalion Commander to pin-
point problem areas and to coordinate action to correct these areas. As
all the primary staff personnel were in attendance, they were all informed
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of what was going on within the Battalion, The evening briefings were &
review of the Battalion's tactical operations. The harrassment and inter=
diction fire plan for that evening was discussed and appropriate changes
made based upon the tactical worth of the targets. OCround mansuvers of
friendly troops were discussed as well, Aerial reconaissance and fire
support of these operations were planned at that time, b

A comprehensive maintenance program was initizted in mid-September.
The battery and battalion maintenance sections were collocated in Phude
Vinh to insure proper supervision and utilization of all maintenance
personnel. Formal motor stables were conducted, Maintenance records
were axamined and instruction glven on proper methods of keeping records.
The USARV (US Army Vietnam) Resdiness Assistance Team (R&T) tested
maintenance procedures and assisted in establishing correct maintenance
procedures and Prescribed Load Lists,%

Beginning in the Fall of 1946 the 6/27th launched a major building
program to get its men out of tents and into substantial buildings. It
proved o e a prodigious undertaking, spanning many months. Building
materials wers received through both official (primarily the 168 FEngineera)
and unofiieial channels. Troop labor was used almost exclusively in
this self-help program. Direct engineer support was minor throughout.
Though the labor invelved was prodigious, the program was so successful
that "HQ" and "C" EBatteries were out of tents by April, 1947. The same
feat was accomplished by Service Battery by June, 1967, while "A" Hattery
succeeded in housing all of its men in tents with wooden frames (con=
_siderably more substantial than their predecsssors) by May 1967, It
should be noted that semi-permanent tuildings could not be built at Cuan
Loi; tent frames were the best that could be provided.

Frogress of the bullding program can be gauzed by progress in Heade
quartera Battery. 3By October 19, 1966 the battery had built quonset huts
for the cperations section, the medical section and the orderly room. A4
mess hall, three small BOQs and the framework for the Headquarters building
completed the battery's substantial structures, Persconnel at that time
lived in 18 tent HEQs and two tent B0Qs. By June &, 1947 the battery had
constructed 11 troop billets, 2 BOQs, 1 BEQ (for NCDa), an Officer's Club,
an EX Club, remodeled a cuonset for an NGO Club and completed an orderly
room, a mess hall extension, a metro building, the Zattalion Headquarters
bullding, Eattalion maintenance bullding and large apron pad and a hospital
at Nuoe Vang. AlL this was done by & crew of six to eight men, primarily
from the wire section, Captain Charles M, Hood, the Base Development
Officer, drew the blueprints and determined the location of buildings. The
plans were in accordance with directives from USARV. Layineg of pads was
greatly facilitated by the use of a cement mixer procured by the Service
Battery Commander. Originally the building crew was comprised of men from
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all batteries, After these perscrnel retated home, "HQ" Battery provided
all of ita laber,

The "CM Battery building program was equally comprehensive. Begpinning
in late November, 1966, the battery built steadily until April when they
began to experlence & shortage of materials. Eight troop billets, a
supply quonset, a mess hall, a shower-latrine complex, an NCO Club, an EM
Club, an executive post and an FP'C were all built by troop labor with
engineer assistance. In addition, wooden gun pads were constructed, These
kept the puns clean, improved maintenance by keeping mﬂ$ from the working
parts on the puns and provided a level firing program,

"A" Fattery's bullding program was plagued by its many moves., While
at Bearcai, the battery had constructed a mess hall, an orderly room=NCO
Club, an EM Club, an X0 Post=FOC, a BOQ and ten wooden tent frames, ALl
this was left at Bearcat when the battery moved to Lai Khe in December 1956,
Building was not renewed until after the battery became settled at Quan Loi
on February 4, 1967, There they built 20 tent frame billets, a communicatieons
center, an X0 Post, an underground, cement structure FIC, a mess hall (only
one at Quan Loi), en Officers-NCO Club and an EM Club. Here toe troop labor
was used exclusively. Materials were brought from Service Battery by plane
or convoy, or purchased on the loeal economy through the club funds,

Serviece Batteryls building program was in two distinect stages. The
battery built a large building to hours the 23d Artillery Group personnel
section, another %o house the Battalion 5-L, a mess hall, a B0Q, an orderly
room=-supply room, a building for battery maintenance, an NCO Club and an
EM Clut. These projects were begun immediately after the batteryls arrival
in Leng Binh and were completed by September, 1966, Further building was
hampered, however, by the faet that the permanent location of the battery
had not yet been firmly decided, A permanent home for the battery was
established in February, 1967 through a series of conferences between the
Battalion Commander, 23d Artillery Group Cemmander and the Long Hinh Post
Cormander, The new area was immediately adjacent to the old area and was
part of Leng Binh Post, a huge complex which was slated to become the head-
quarters of the US Army in Vietnam., From that date onward Service Fattery .
began erection of Adams huts. These were personnel billets made of light-
weight, highly reflective aluminium and were highly refleetive. These
billets were designed espeeially for use in Vietnam and boasted extraordinary
eoolness on the inside, By June, 1967 eight Adams huts had been built.

In addition the EM and NCO Clubs were remodeled. The building erew received
engineer assistance only on the first hut. Three men from VHQ" Zattery
were sent to Service Battery to ausment the ouildine crew,49
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The Battalion began controlling the fires of the baitteries from the
battalion FIC in September 1966. An elaborate aystem of double checks was
devised whereby both battery and battalion Fire Nirsction Centers double
checked their computationa, The battalien FIC then checked the batteriea?
computations and made the decision to fire. This system worked well and
did not cause any loss in reactien time, If communication with the batteries
was lost, they assumed tactical control of their own fires after two minutes.
The £/27th was the only known orzanization in Vietnam to tactically econtrol
its fires by this system. It resulted in a complete elimination of artillery
ineidenta {several were detescted at the battalion level and stopped before
any damage was done), It alsc placed the battalion's most experienced
officers at the decision-making area, thus fully utilizing the knowledge
they possessed, 0

Cther safety checks were inatituted. The lay of each plece was
checked by an officer or by the Chief of Section. Prior to the firing of
ezch round, the Chiefs of Sectiocn were instructed to read sack the guadrant,
deflection and azimuth to the Executive Officer,”l

An Adjutant General Inspection was held in the Sattalion in October, 1966,
Preliminary inspections were conducted by teams from within the Cattalion and
from IT Field Forces in preparation for this inspection from USARV. The
results of the AGT were guite gratifwing., Pericdic re-inspections were
conducted in the following months by teams from the Battalion and from the
294 Artillery Gréup. Maintenance inspections were generally held soncurrenily.
A continually high state of materiel and personnel readiness was the result,

In order to improve the quality of intelligence informatlion within the
sapttalion's area of operation, a series of meetings were can&ugtuﬂ in the fall
of 1966 and the Spring of 1967, In attendance were the Eat@&l;ants srganic
aviators, observers and intslligence parsonnel , representatives frqm other
units in the Phuoc Vinh base camp, the variocus supported Special Forces
camps and the Air Force Forward Air Controllers, ARVN Advisers and others,
These meetings resulted in a cleser working relationship. Information
was passed amonpg these perscnnel at more freguent intervals. New methods
of impreving artillery support were discussed, 32 _

The &£/27th continued its civie action program throurhout the last
quarter of 1966, The medical sectien conducted seven MENC AP operations
during that pericd, examining a total of 309 patients. Of these more than
LO were reported to be sericusly ill. This program received increased
with the arrival of & replacement surgeon. A Thankagiving Tay dinner was
served to 50 children of the Phuse Vinh school. A Christmas party was held
for 320 children from the same school. The children were ziven refreshments
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and & gift. A third party wes held en 30 Janugry 1967, in celebration of TET,
the Vietnamese Wew Year. The Battalion provided musical entertginment and each
child received a gift.53 In a small way, each of these affairs aided in bridging
the gap between the Americans and the Vietnamese,

Even greater opportunities for internationzl gooc-=will occurred when the
Battalien launched an extensive program of hiring indigeneocus personnel to
serve as laborers and XKPs. GBoth Amerdcans and Vietnamese pgained knowledge of
the mannerispe and mores of the other's culture throusgh daily contact. GSome
relief from the poor econcmic situatien of the Phuce Vinh villapers was afforded
these laborers, In addition, the men of the Zattalion were freed from having
to perform some cf the more odicus tasks that had to be done., This program was
eventually extended to include all the batteries of the Battalion.

A pradial improvement  in the Sattalion's supply pieture was noted by
Oetober 1966, due to improvesents in port faecilities and stock accounting pro-
cedures, Aipl units began Yo receive mere adeguate rations., Munition supplies
flowed in regularly and were never in short supply., Some problems were still
axperienced in direct exchange of clothing, as the stockpiles of clothing were
inadequate, Construetion materials for treop billets were as a rule not avail-
able through official sources for self-help projects (yet the building program
pushed on anyway).34 Ey February 1967, replacement clothing began to be re~
ceived in larpe quantities, The only difficulty remaining was that popular
siges wers 5till in short supply. The Zattalion received five frogen food
cabinents, four £5=T70 ecu, ft. reefers and two ice making machines. These aided
mess hall operation considerably. A new supply problem had arisen ty that time.
The Battalicn's usage of electricity had dincreased considerably, creating a
requirement for three l5kw generators. Considerable diffieulty was experienced
in obtaining these.iﬁ Many of these supplies were brourht to the Sattalion's
Phuce Vinh elements by large convoys that were controlled direetly by the Eat-
talien itaself. OFf the sight conveys that broughi supplies to Phuoe Vinh between
Septenber 1956 and May 1967, three were controlled directly by the Af27th (the
1st Eripgade, lst Infantyy Division centrclled the sthers). Each of these con-
voya was a large logistical operation, invelving as many as L350 wehicles, and
averaging four to ten days in duration. Houtes 13 and 1€ had to be secured by
infantry units esach time the convey ran: In addition a cavalry itrcop generally
provided tanks and armored personnel carriers to provide seeurity for each march
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Battalion controi of these cénvoys was exercised from a helicopter which
flew surveillance over the entire longth of the convey for as long as it
was on the road., Constant monitoring of its progress from this aerial
cbservation post enabled the Convoy Commander to keep it moving at all
times. HRapid deployment of security forces or medical evacuation aircraft
could alsc be eesily accomplished from this helicopter. In addition the
Battalion's operations center relayed information of possible trouble spots
to each march unit commander, ferewarning them to be especially watchful.
The 6/27th never lest a vehicle or suffered a sericus injury on the conveys
it controlled, Ocecasasionally vehiclea were damaped by mines, and at least
ene medical evacuation flight was required on one occassion, but units
other than the £/27th were involved in every case, 56

A prime booster of morale for the Battalion was the RER (Rest and
Recreation) pregram. Through this program each soldier was given the oppor=
tunity te visit one of several Far Eastern cities (later Hawaii was added
to the list) for five to seven day perieds, with transpertation provided
free by the government, In order to determine if the program was being
adequately utilized, the Battalion conducted & survey. It was found in this
comparative study that during the peried June, 1966 to January, 1967 only
172 of 331 BER quotas were used. This lew percentage of use (51%) demon-
strated that an increase in R&R quotas does not necessarily cause an inereasd
in the financial capacity and desire of individuals for reereation. 37 .

Charlie Battery added a new term to the artilleryman's rocabulary
beginning in November, 1966, when it engaged in annumber of "turkey shoota",
Thess were a series of moves by the battery to positions cutside the base
camp, made to bring new targets into range that would otherwise have been
out of reach, An average gain of 5000 meters was pained on each turkey
sheot, A total of five shoots were conducted by "G Battery during December
and January, MEDCAPS were held in conjunction with three of these firings,
On cne oceassion & direct fire exercise was held, Both the 8" platoon and
the 175mm platocn participated, Four VC base canps were destroyed by bthese

of thess exarcises, Net results were: increased proficiency of units, an
inerease in morale (by allewing the cannoneers to move ocut of a static

firing position), and destructicn of the enemy's belief that he could operate
with immunity outside the range of the big puns,58

In October, 1966 "A" Battery was relieved from its mission of general
support/reinforeing the lat Battalion, Tth Artillery and was assigned the
miasion of general support/reinforeing the 24 Battalion, 77th Artillery,
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This change came about as a result of the transfer of the Bearcat base
camp from the lst Infantry Division to the Uth Infantry Division, The
pattery was zlso givag the mission of general support/reinforcing the
Shth Artillery Group. 9

Battery TAM also engaged in a series of moves, The first occurred on
December 27, 1966, when they moved from Bearcat to lai Khe, Wo incidents
gegurred during this move, A second permanent change of station occurred
of February 3, 1967, when the batfery moved to Quan Loi, Again no incidents
gecurred,

During November and Decenmber, 1966 the Battalion conducted tests with
the 175mm run to deternine the effectiveness of the various types of fuges
(quick and dalay) in the jungle, Reounds were fired into single canopy
jungle, double canopy jungle and triple canopy Jjungle, and into cpen areas,
An evaluation team consisting of the Babialion Commander, the 5=3 Officer
and EOD persconnel entered the test ared in each type of jungle after each
type of fuze was [ired to see which was the most effective, TIb was fournd
that fuze gquick was Detter than fuze delay in single canopy jungle, IR
avoided the deep purrowing action prevalent with the latter, Fuze delay
was better in double and triple canopy jungle as it penetrated the primary
growth, The sffect of fire was not abserbed by foliage, Fuze gquick yielded
tree borsts,>™ :

The target area survey project was besun in December 1966 and enabled
the Battalion o produce more gecurate Diring data. The project worked in
the following manner: the Battalion survey team set up a series of known
survey points on Lowers throughout the Battalion's tactical area, These
points were visible from the alr, An air ovserver then flew in a helicopter
Lo gertain prominent terrain features, When the aircraft reached a point
direstly above the target area, the air observer instructed the pilet to
hover at that point, The OH=13 (visible frem the towers) was then inter-
sected ov Lwo ground observers at the command of "Mark!, The coordinates
af the aireraft and of the tarpet below were then gsent to the Fire Dirsction
{enters as a repistration point, This system was fully operational Ly the
Spring of 1947,

In January, 1967 the Battalion Commander read in a magazine about a
new, gophisticated targel acquisition device known as the Manpack Personnel
Detector (Chemical)., This deviee was able to locate versontiel hy detection
of thelr body odors, Nicknamed the "spifferY, it reacted to the smmonia
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emitted by humans, and to smoke. Shortly thersafter LTC 0!'Connor and CPT
Jack Jones (then the Battalion!s Aviation Officer) secured twe of these
machines from ACTIV in Saigon to test their effectiveness in the Battalion's
aerial reconaissance program. As the Personnel Detector was at that time
still in the experimental stages, the Battalion had no previcus experience
from which to draw, The Dector was mounted behind the back seat in the [=19
aireraft, with the detector probe being mounted on the wing strut., The air
observer then meonitored the dial as the pilot flew at low level over sug=
pected enemy locations, When the dial indicated the presence of personnel
helow, the pilot then flew back and forth over the "hoi" area to determine
the exact enemy location, HReadings were generally downwind from the actual
enemy location., Results o¢f use of the sniffer were generally encouraging.
Several base cemps were discovered by the sniffer, It was used to support
several operations conducted by the Special Forces and the lst Brigade, lst
Infantry Division. The Battalion suggested twe modifications to the machine,
The dial was moved from its original position on the probe to & new location
inside the aireraft, and the sound indicator (which gave an audic indicatien
of the same information as appeared on the dial) was modified so that it
could be comfortably used inside the aireraft. Both of these medifications
were adopted by ACTIV. The Manpack Personnel Detector proved useful enough
to be ubtilized by many other units, including the lst and 9th Infantry Divisions,
The Battalion's experiences with the detector undoubtedly aided other units
in their own use of the machine.®2

The &/27th steadily improved its ability to communicate throughout early
1967, A 70! high FM mast was constructed on the Battalion Headquarters
building, It increased the range of the FM radios and improved the clarity
of transmission by 75%, The KW-7/TSEC radios were modified so that daily
settings could be accomplished in two minutes instead of twenty. Wire lines
were laid to seme of the RF/PF outposts near Phuoc Vinh, The radio repair-
men in "HQ' Battery constructed control boxes for the Esttalion FDC, These
enabled one operator io operate and transmit from any one of three radios,
They also constructed a "Cease Fire" alarm system so that the operaticns
section could rapidly inform the FDC of & check fire, A training program
for new radiotelelype operators was begun, These men were refreshed on
tuning procedures, telefype Erncedures and given practice for two weeks
before being put on the Jjob.

In January, 1967 ground was broken for the Battalion's biggest civil
affairs project to date - the construction of a small hospital for the
villagers of Nuoc Vang, This hamlet, like most in Vietnam, had been troubled
for many years by the lack of medical care for its citizens, Though the
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dispensary at Phucc Vinh was only four miles away, the villagers could
make the trip to it only with the utmest difficulty., Thus the idea of
the hospital was conceived to alleviate this situation, It was a co-
cperative project between the men of the Battalion and the villagers,
Assistance was given by the Phu Giag District Chief, Major Iu Yem, and
by the MACV adviser feor this area; Major James hell, The project was
placed under the overall contreoel of the Battalion Surgeon, with the WHOW
Battery Commander in charge of the actual construction.

This building was not constructed without interference from the VC.
Although the villarers cooperated willingly with the Americans at first,
the VC stepped up their campaipgn of intimidation in Nuce Vang, hoping
to undo with coercicn what the Americans would do with friendship and
cooperation, The lst Battalion, 26th Infantry conducted a search and
seal operation in the WHucc Vang area to provide tamporary security.ﬁh
A permanent scolution did not occur, however, until a Fopular Forces
cutpost was construeted near the village. This project was initiated
by the £/27th. "HOQ" Battery's wire section laid an eight mile long wire
line between this outpost and the District Chief's compéunt in Phucc
¥Yinh., The wire was placed overhead the entire eight miles. The school-=
house adliacent to the hospital was painted at the same time by the men of
Headgquarters Battery, The hospital was dedicated in a ribbon=cutting
ceremany on May 24, 19&67. This was the same day that the Battalion fired
its 125,000th round in Vietnam, and its L00,000th round in the I1T Corps
Tactical Pone., A 175mm gpun was brought to Nuee Vang for this commem=
orative firing. This ceremony effectively demonstrated the contrast bet=
ween war and peace that was typical of the war in Vietnam. As LTC O'Connor
explained, Uuoc Vang typifies the reason, the justification, of the
human and ! :mancial effort inveolved in firing 125,000 rounds." Iargely
through the .f#forts of the 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery, the residents
of this village were able bto live with a consideracly higher degree of
security. Moreover, the hospital stood ready Lo give modern mediecal
treatment to those that were sick, The hospital was a symbol of the
friendship of the Americans of the &th Battalion, 27th Artillery for the
Vietnamese of Nuocc Vang, a symuool that gguld endure long after the smoke
of the Battalicon's guns had blown away.

Though there was a promise of hope at Nucc Vang, progress in bringing
a better life and more security to other areas seened slight. A great
increase in the tempe of Free World Forces operations supported by the
&£/27th artillery could be noted in the last guarter of 196& and the first
half of 1967. In the eleven month period between Hovember, 1965 and
September, 19566 the Battalion fired approximately 47,000 rounds, From
Oeteber, 1966 through June,; 1967 the Battalion fired over 87,000 rounds,

&4 The Redleg GCourier, Veol, 1, Mo. 4, p. 1 and p. &.

EEExtracted from draft of speech deliverad by LTC O!'Connor at Muoc
Vang, 24 May £7.
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Thirty thousand of these rounds were fired in the I Corps T"“'"bﬁ"" Zone,
with the remainder being fired in the III Corps Tactical Zone.

The Battalion continued ites support of combat operations through the
latter part of 1966 and into 1967. CEDAR RAPIDS I (1B July 1966 to 24 July
1966), CEDAR RAPIDS IT (24 July 1966 to 25 July 196£), UMIONTOWM (9 August 196
to 14 August 1966) and CALLUP (16 August 1966 to 21 August 1966) were all
operations which the Battalion supported from its case camps.

On Operation AMARILLO, the Battalion supported the lst Brigade, lst
Infantry Division, the Phu Giao District Forces and the 4Bth ARVN Regiment
in elsaring and securing Route 16, This was a search and destroy cperation.
On the morning of August 2L, 1966 contact was made with the famed Phu Leoi
Battalion, who were then in their base camp. The 6/27th fired 1,396 rounds
At this base camp in support of friendly forces in the next 48 hours. Many
of the 172 VC who were killed in this battle were attributed to artillery
fira,

Cperations LINCOLN (8 September 1966 to 12 September 1966), LONGVIEW
(24 September 1966 to 30 September 1966) and TULSA (2 October 1966 = 15
Octover 1966) follewsd. The Battalion was assigned the mission of general
:upp-nrt.,u"r-inrnrcin;: the lst Brigade, lst Infantry Divisicn during Operatiocns
BATTLECREEX (10 November 1966 to 19 November 1966) and BISMARK (25 November
1966 to 9 December 1956). The latter operation secured Route Red for a
resupply convey f{rom Phuve Vinh te Di An,

During Operaticn CANARY (11 December 1966 to 19 December 1966) Battery
"A" displacea an 8" howitzer platcon to an area scuth of Bearcat to support
the 1734 Airborne Brigade. Operation CEDAR FALLS (8 January 19467 to 17
January 1967) was a huge push into the famed "Iron Triangle", a hitherto
unapproachable castion that was the headquarters of the Phu Loi Battalion,
It was the largest operation of the war to date. Battery "A" moved from
Bearcat to Lai Khe to participate in it. On January 6, 1967 the battaery
exchanged two of ita 8" howitzers with crews for twe 175mm guns with crews
from Brave Battery, 2d Eattalion, 32nd Artillery. This was directed by
II Field Force in order to better support Cperation CEDAR FALLS. Both the
8" and 175wm gun sections of Battery "A™ fired extensively in support of
this operation, performing in a general support/reinforeing role for the
lst and 25th Infantry Divisions. During Operation Saratoga (25 January
1967 to 29 January 1967 the Battalion supported the lst Brigade, lat
Infantry Division in ﬁn search of the Bong Trang jungle. This was followed
by a resupply convoy.

Support of Special Forces camps by the Battalion was considerably
intensified throughout the Winter and Spring of 1967. The target area
survey was expanded to each camp. The survey section from Headgquarters
Battery visited sach camp in the Phuoc Vinh - Quan Loi area (five in all)
and determined the exact cocrdinates of a series of points in and around

—

66ﬂp~¢ﬂti¢ml Status, 13 Juns 1967.

ETMeritorious Unit Commendation, 2& Nov 66, p. 1.

681vid, pp. 1-2.
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each camp. These were then plotted on an everlay. Use of these overlays
bv the Camp Commander epabled him to supply the Battalion FOE with exact
coordinates when his camp was under attack, This significantly improved
the Battalion'se reaction time during cne of these attacks.

In May, 1967 the Battalien 5-3 conducted a serles of classes at each
supported Special Forces camp. Artillery technigues and tacties (to include

fire planning) were informally discussed, Four points were emphasized:
how Lo pet a round to the tarpget area; what to do with il ohee it was

there, and how to plan fires and characteristics of heavy artillery. These
classes enabled the Special Forces perscnnel to effectively Péﬁ“ artillery
fire without the aid of a liasiscon officer f{rom the Battalion.

Support of Special Forces patrels and gperations increased in this same
time frame. The £/27th deternined future Special Forces operations through
freguent liaison visits to esch camp. This advance notice enabled the
Battalicon to pre=lay a tube in the direction of the future operation area,
ceutting the Battalion's reaction time and gave the Special Forces better
artillery support. Lisison officers, and in some cases forward cbservers,
were sent from the Hattalion te the Special Forces elements to assiat in
fire planninre. This resulted in more timely artillery support and better
utilization of effective [irepower. On one occassion the presence of a
liaisan officer at the Tong Le Chan Special Foreces camp greatly Teduced
the time lapse lost in retransmission of fire data te the fire support
headguarters, That camp's China Boy element had been nearly surrcounded
by an enemy gﬂrca, it rapid utilization of artillery broke the back of
the attack,?

On the avening of February 1, 1967 a patrol from the Dong Xoal camp
rade eontact with & small VO foree., Artillery was immedistely called in,
The first round landed sgusnrely upon the trail that the VO ware using., A
short while later this same patrol began receiving nachine gun fire,
Artillery was again ca%{ad in, bul contact was broken before the second
volley could be Tired.

On May 7, 1987 the Special Forges WSipma' detachment made contact with
an estimated VO platoon nosth of Dong Xoal. Contact wasa brief, but intense.
The forward ooaesrver team consisting of two officers and two enlisted men
from the 6/27th immediately called for clese artillery support. As there
were no 105mm howitzers within range, 1750m guns from Charlie Fattery; £th
Battalion, Z7th Artillery had to be utilized in a close supfort role,
Rounds wera cirected to within LOO-G00 meters of Triendly positicons.

i —

6q1ntur?icw, BT Oeorfe F. Palladine, fn S5=3, 6 Jun &7F.

Tﬂlnter?iww, CPT fGeorre F, Palladine, BEn S=3,; & Jun 7.

?la: 5 SEaff call, 2 Feb 675
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Ten rounds were fired, all of which landed squarely on target. These
defensive fires of the 175mm gun were felt to be very effective,’2

On May 11, 1967 another Special Forces patrol (the Sigms detachment)
made contact with an estimated 400 VO, According to reports this enemy
force was enroute to one of its base camps and had become lost in the jungle,
Artillery and air strikes were called in. Charlie Battery fired 130 eight
inch rounds and 179 one seven five millimeter rounds, LTC O'Connor directed
the firing of these reunds from his OH-13 helicopter. A total of 43 enemy
dead was the result of the severe pounding of the area by air and artillery.
The Sigma force was able to capture 2% tonz of medical supplies from this
enemy unit.??

Cn May 27,May, 1967 a patrol consisting of 85 CIDG personnel and two
advisers was attacked by an estimated two VC companies, The Battalion
Comuander lmmediately flew to the home base of this patrol (Chi Linh Special
Forces Camp) to gather information, Ye found that this patrol was overrun
by the enemy, resulting in three friendly casualties, Battery "CV had
fired in support of this patrol, but was forced to cease fire due to a denial
of air clearance,’% Two days later the Chi Linh camp requested preparatory
fires on two lecations., The Battalion S-2 {lew over the target area three
hours previous to the beginning of the fires, He noted immediately that the
friendly forces were not in the area given as their location by the Camp
Commander. He ordered the friendly trcops te mark their location by smoke,
The 5-2 then ordersd an immediate check fire, probably saving lives by his
alertness,”5

Orie of the Battalion's more notable accomplishments was its continued
destruction of VO base camps, 4 total of 14 of these Camps were destrgyed
in December, 1966 alone, with an additional 11 more in Jamuary, 1967,7
Though most of these were small, consisting mainly of a few huts and bunkers,
an occassional battalion sized base camp was found, One of these was discovepred
in & remarkably preserved state (even after it had been fired upon), This
particular camp was visited by approximately 20 persons from the Battalion
on January 29, 1967, This was done so that these personnel would have a
clearer picture of what they were shooting at, This base camp was then

?‘;SITREP, dtd 7 May 67,

?jinterviewJ M2C Austin Price Jr., En Cpns Set, 12 May &7,
MSITEE?, did 28 May 67,
T3SITREP, dtd 2 Jun 67,

g
'6h5 reported on the "Redleg Scoreboard", a daily swnmary of cattalion
accomplishments,



La

partially destroyed by artillery directeg to the camp by these personnel
from a position some 800 meters distant, 7

On March 19, 1967 the Popular Forces outpest &t An Linh (some three
miles from Phuoc Vinh) was subjscted to intense mortar and smrll arms fire
from a large enemy force. Several casualties were sustained, creating a
necessity for ground medical evacuation. The Battalion Commander dispatched

a medical aid team and small security foree to the scene. This force was
able to successfully extract the wounded Popular Forces soldiers in spite

of the fact that they were exposed to hestile fire, No friendly casualties were
sustained during the extrantiﬂn.T A few days later the Popular Forces
outpost at Nuoe Vang received a similar attack. Again friendly casualties
ware sustained. The Battalion's medieal section plus a two AFC security
force from Charlie Battery was dispatched to the scene. The casualties
were successfully brought to Phuoe Vinh by this force.??

Charlie Battery continued to go on turkey shoots throughout the
Winter and Spring of 1967, displacing a total of six times to various
locations around Phuoe Vinh. On two occassions they displaced to the village
of An Linh to support Special Forces operations, firing preparatory fires
against a VC base camp. The most spectacular turkey shoot occurred on May 28,
1967 when the #C" Battery 8" platoon displaced to & position south of the
Song Be river to support Operation DALLAS. Although the battery was sch=
eduled to shoot preparation fires around a landing zone to be used later in
the day, it not do this as they had no air clearance, Meanwhile the Sipgma
team of Special Forces reported an estimated two VG battalions dug in north
of Phuoe Vinh, The Battalion Commander immediately requested and received
permission to withdraw the battery!s support of Operation DAITAS. The 8¢
platoon was then taken to Nuoc Vang where they joined the 175mm guns (in
base camp) in firing at this enemy force. A total of forty=five 175mm
rounds and fifty-three 8" rg&nds were fired at twenty-five fargets in phe
area of the two battalions,

Battery PA" partieipated in turkey shoots also, displacing a total of 11
times, During some of their turkey shoots the battery stayed in the field
for pericds of up to a week. The battery supported a read clearing operation
during Operation JUNCTION CITY and supported at various times the Special
Forces camps of Tong Le Chan, Minh Thanh, Chon Thanh and Bo Duc., On one
occassion the battery!s lires were able Lo break the back of a mortar attack
against Tong Le Chan, On another cccassion (March 18, 1967) the 8" platoon,
then in the field south of Quan Lei, fired 70 rounds in 20 minutes supporting
an element of the 9th Division. This friendly force was engaged in brutal combat

77The Redleg Courier, Vol. 1, No. &, dtd 12 Feb &7, p. 3.
7860 3480, WY, lst OInf Div, dtd 21 May 67.
7960 3342, HO, lst Inf Div, dtd 17 May 67.

80s1mRER, dtd 19 May 67.
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with a medium siged VC Eirce. Twenty-seven VC were killed and fourteen
bunkers were destroved,

On March 17-19, 19567 the Battalion stumbled onto seme pood shooting
quite by accident. By monitoring the lst Brigade, lst Infantry Division
radic frequency, the Battalion was able to find that the 1lst Squadron,
5th Cavalry was receiving intense contact near the village of Bau Bang.

The S-3 immediately offered the Battalion's servieces, which resulted in
approximately 300 rounds of 8" and 175mm fire against the enemy's position,
Other artillery units from Phuoc Vinh as well as from the base at Lai Khe
joined in the melee. Cver 200 VC were killed.in actiocn. The &6/27th fired
blocking fires and defensive concentrations. 2

The Phuce Vinh base camp was hit by three consecutive mortar attacks
cn the evenings of May li=-13, 1967, No direet hits were received oy either
Headguarters or Charlie Batteries, though several rounds landed close,

The worat of the attacks occurred on May 11, 1967, when nine helicopters
from the 162d Assault Helicopter Company were destroyed by mortars., Twelve
peracns were wounded by shrapnel. Two persons from Headquarters Battery
received shrapnel wounds in the attack of May 12, 1967, The bubble on

the Fatfalien's OH-13 helicopter was damaged that same night,

The Phuoc Vinh base campls countermortar program was controlled directly
from the Battalion's operations center during the absence of direct support
artillery headquarters, The response of the various artillery units to
these enemy mortars was rapid and impressive, Direct communications had
been established between the Battalion's operations center and all other
fire direction centers in Phueoe Vinh., The first countermortar round was
launched against the VC peeitions on an average of three minutes after the
first enemy rounds had landed within the Phuoc Vinh perimeter, A& total of
511 rounds of countermortar fire were expended the first night, 1,920 the
second night and 1,909 the third night, It was felt that the countermortar
program of May 12, 1967 triggered the enemy's attack prematurely, causing
it to be erratic and of short duration. Air strikes and gunships also
pounded the VC mortar positions, This continued US offensive eventually
silenced the enemy mortars, Continued practice of the countermortar program.
resulted in even better reaction times for the participating artillery units, 8-

dravo Battery continued its operations in the north throughout this
period. On February 20, 1967, at 2314 hours, this battery became the first
US artillery unit to fire into North Vietnam, The targets were a series
of anti=-aircraft weapcons that were firing at a US spotter plane, The

Elinterview, CPT Ervin F. Kamm, A Btry CO, 7 Jun E7.
EEInterview, MAJ Carl W, Haustein Jr., BEn ¥0, & Jun 67,

EjInterview, MSG Austin Price Jr., En Opns Sgt, 6 Jun 67,
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pattery wis credifed with destroying one anti-aircrall weapon and damaging
an sdditional three others,®h

Battery "EV supported at least two operatiens econducted by the Marines,
Gri Pebruary 2, 1967 a platoon of 175mm puns plus the FOC section displaced
to Dong Ha to support the 12th Marines on Operation CHIKDOK. They stayed
12 days. On March 2L, 1957 the vattery displacsd to Gic Linh, two miles
south of the DMZ., This was to relieve another Battery of the 2d BEattalion,
g4th Artillery on Operation UIGHRISE.2?

The war along the DMZ significantiy escalated dering March, 196Y. 4s
& result, Eattaty WEN was hit by a number of large mortar and rﬂcket attacks,
Cn Mareh &6, 1967 th& pattery, still at Camp Ji J. Carroll, was hit by over
450 incoming mortar rounds, Approximately 45 rounds landed in the battery
area itself. Some quns and vehicles were slightly dsmaged and four men
were wotnded by shrapnel (none serionsly), Several tents received direct
hits and all were damaped by shrapnel. Gne mARr was in one end of a tent
whert & roong landed in the ether end, gaﬁ uninjured. Some of these
rounds were 140mm fin stabilized rﬂckets

HEh Battery received mere of bthe same treatment after their arrival at
Gio Linh. They averaged 20 incoming mortar rounds & night for the first
two wesks, To protech themselveﬁ, the battery moved undergrourd, Only
the guns and the mess tent remgined on the surface, This procedure afforded
fairly adequate protecticn for the men, as shown by the battery's low
casualty fiéures (as of April 24, 1987 no sipnificant casualties had been
snstained).

As a result of the severe mental pressure of living under the constant
threat of mortar attacks, and because of the primitive living conditions,
morale of the men of Battery "B" began to slip a bit. Several men approached
nervous breakdowns, and one man was sent Lo & psychiatrist for consultation.
In order to give the men asz much respite as was poessible from their hard
lives, the BAR program was enphasiged, fisld showers and additional fort-
ifications were constricted. Religous services were held and & good program
of keeping the men informed of the situation arcund them were instituted.

Shortly thereafter Zattery "3 became invelved in some spectacular
action. On May 2, 1986% the North Viethamese hit Gic Linh with 1,000 rounds
of artillery fire frem 11 differents in North Vietnam and in the DMZ, The
gommunists fired 105mm artillery and 282me movrtar rounds onto the hilitop base,
giming specifically at the 175mn "Long Toma' used to fire across the DMZ
into Worth Vietnam, Two Marines were killed and 73 wounded during the
attack. A second attack just after midnight poured fifty 52mm mortar rounds
onto Gio Linh, wounding foupr Marines. At the same time the Marine base at
Dong Ha was hit &y 30 rounds of Russian made L&0mm reckets and BZ2mm mortarse .
Eleven Americans were killed and &7 wounded at Deong Ha. Marines swept

.
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inte the Communist positions after the atiacks and found 50 rockets and
30 rocket sites, A third attack that same evening hit the Phu Bai air-
field with 100 rounds of 82mn mortars,SB

A week later the battery was involved in the pitched battle for the
Special Forces camp at Con Thien; two miles south of the DFZ, While two
reinforced North Vietnamese battalions attacked Con Thien, mortar and
rocket attacks were launched simultanecusly apainst three nearby artillery
pases in an attempt to disrupt artillery support of thal camp, Battery
HH" received 130 mortar rounds that inflicted light damage to US artillery,
Carp Carroll was nit by 20 Chinese 100mm rockets and Dong Ha was hit by
30 Russian made 1l0mm rocksts, Highway One from Dong Ha to Gio Linh was
cuf. off at the same time. The attack on Con Thien was repulsed afier a thre
hour battle during which the North Vietnamese broke through part of the
perimeter delense, destroving a number of bunkers by throwing satchel
charges into them. As the enemy withdrew, heavy artillery fire from Dong
Ha and Gio Linh blasted their escape routes, along with air strikes. '
Information received from ten captured NVA soldiers indicated that artillery
scored direct hits on the Communists, Friendly ecasualties at Con Thien
ineluded 35 persons killed and 109 wounded, wh%%e the enemy suffered 179
killed, Ower 100 enemy weapons were captured,

Eattery "BEY received two more attacks shortly thereafter. On May 10,
1967 twenty Americans were wounded in a series of mortar, artillery and
rockst attacks on Gio Linh and Con Thien. Hardest hit was Gio Linh, where
f6 artillery Pgunds and thirty 8Z2mm mortar reunds landed inside the camp
at 1020 hours,”’0  The next nizht a similar attack peltsd Gio Linh with
85mm, 100mm and 122mm artillery fires, some from guns with ranges of up
to 12 miles, Some of these weapons were fired by the enemy for the first
time in the war., Ten Americans were wounded during the attacks,?1

Battery!3's two months at Gio Limh had resulted in their firing of
an amazing number of rounds, From March 23d to May 18th the battery fired
13,056 rounds, meny of which were into Merth Vietnam,92

88Stars & Stripes, & May 47.
Motare & Stripes, 10 ¥ay 67.
Wstars & stripes, L4 May 67.
Ilstars & Stripes, 15 May &7,

92 tr, CPT John H. Hiser to CPT Pobert L. Koska, dtd 17 May 67,
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EPILOGUE

As of this writing the 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery is continuing
to serve valiantly in Vietnam, The story of this battalion is far from a
complete one at this time, yet certain truths are obvious even now. In
spite of the fact that the US Army was well into the missile age in 1966-
1967, the Redleg Battalion has provided the kind of definitive, usable
firepower that was necessary to provide security to American and Vietnamese
units in the Vietnam war., Its 8" howitgzers and 175mm guns seemed Some-~
thing of an anachronism, yet they were able to place explosive charges
gpasily and accurately where they were needed (even at long distances).
The results could not but be noticed in the Battalion's areas of operation.
Small, liphtly fortified camps became fortresses when surrounded by the -
battalion's protective ring of fire. The outcome of ground contact with
the enemy was many times swayed by the judiecious placing of heavy artillery
rounds, Harrassment and interdiction fire kept the VC on the move and
denied him the use of secure base camps. The net result of this artillery
fire, plus continued engagement by the ground ferces, plus overwhelming
American air superiecrity was such that a weakening of VC strength could
be noted by May, 1967, The enemy found it inereasingly difficult to mount
an offensive, for his munitions, foodstuffs, medical supplies, even man-
power, all seemed to be in short supply. His life was one of constant
harassment, and his morale suffered because of it,

The introduction of certain new weapons and suppllies served to relieve
the situation a bit for the VC. He now had rockets at his disposal, and
he used them with impunity, particularly along the DMZ and against large
installations such as Da Nang and the Bien Hoa Air Base, There alsoc seemed
to be an increase in the number of North Vietnamese (as opposed to indipenous
V0 ) combatants. There seemed to be a slight shift in the characteristices
of the war in some areas. The enemy seemed less of a puerilla and more
of a conventiocnal soldier (this trend it must be admitted was slight if
perceptavle at all by May, 1967). The enemy remained as elusive, as cunning,
as jungle wise as ever, However, the American presence was immovable alse,

The: situation faced by the Battalion in May, 1957 seemed fairly typical
of the situation throughout Vietnam, After 17 months of combat, real progres
for the American cause seemed slight, The enemy was clearly under more
stress, but had been able to keep up the pace of combat., There was some
progress in the psychological and idealogical aspects of the war, for the
GVN's position remained stable throughout the entire 17 month pericd. This
gave the government an aura of strength that aided considerably in the
government's gaining popular support for itself. Many of the more pragmatic
Vietnamese supported the government because America's support of it effered
obvicus economic advantages to him that the communists could not hope to
match. Idealogical commitment was bound to follow,

Thus, the outlock was one of hope in both the military and ldealcgical
conflicts. The gfoal of a strong, stable, free povernment for the people of
South Vietnam did seem more attainable by mid=1957. There was still no easy,
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painless solution to the problems of Vietnam, for the communist element
within the country seemed strong enough in May, 1967 to harass the populace
for many years, Yet diligence and persistance would see the Vietnamese

and their American friends through to the realization of both their
aspirations, The 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery would of course continue

to do its part, as it had done in the past,
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_ Bravo Batbery contimed to mark many "firsts" in Vietnam History, in

that they were the first 175 mLimeﬁarfE inch howdtser artillery uait to

fire into HWorth Vietizm and destroy surface to air missile bases; they were
the first exmy artillery wnit to fire in support of marine operations; and
they were the firat heavy ertillery vmit to fire direct fire vhile wmder
attack. The batteryls impressive record of fire support Tmought favorabla
comment from all concerned, including Genmeral D.A. Hocmmuth, Gormanding
Genersl of 3d Marine Anphibious Force, upon their deperture from the I

Corps Tactical Aves end their release from sttachment, which nc:cmeﬂ
September 11y 1967.97

During Brave Botiory's detachment from the 6th B;:ﬁ‘tﬂlmn, 27tk Axbillery,y

they were acving 2= a semi-independent vnit, making moves from Cemp J J
Cerxoll to Ta. Neng to Hue to Gio Linh and return. While making these moves,
they were engaged in the following compaigns: HIGHRISE, KIWCFISEER,
CUMEERIAWD, CROCEEIT AND CIMARRON. They returned to Bien Hos, a beittle-
worn tui-high spirited fighting force, on September 15, 196T.§ ’

On September 15, 1957, the seme day that Browvo Battery, 6th Bottalion,
27th Artillery returned from the I Corps Toctical Zone; Brave Battery, Tih
Botislion, 8th Artillery wos atiached to the 6th Betialion, 27th 5:1::111&1-5.
In irmedizte tacticel reguirenent celled for a heavy axrtillery umit at Fhuoc
Binh, Revublic of Vietnonm to support Specisl Forces wnits in the surround-
ing oxez. Browo Eotbtery, Gtk B_t'hzllon, 27th Artillery, had boen designated
for this task, however due to their worn condition, they could mot fecsably
meet the suspense date. For the first tizme in ithc history of the Vietnom
compaign, 2 heovy axtillery unit wes airlifted from Bien Hoay Republic of
Vietnom to Phouc Binh; Republic of Vieinom, as Brove Battery, Tih Betiolion,
8th Artillory took the comitment, This took an emnzing 27 C-150 sorties,
mnd was accomplished in o stoggering minimim time of 12 hours fron fivst
sortic to complete operaticmal status.’? .

On October 19, 1957, the persomnel of Bravo Bottery, Tth Betfalion, 6th
Artillery end Bravo Bettery, Sth Dottolion, 27th Artillery were cxchanged
ond Brovo Dottery, Tih Bottalion, 8th Artiilery wes relecsed from atioclment.
Brovo Bettery, 6th Bottalion, 27th Artillery ossunmed control of the fire
gurport ‘n\a.ﬂna.é

Two monkha later, Decamber 19, 1967, the fire surzort base occupled by
Bravo Bottery, 6th Battolion, 27ih Awtillery was designated as "Comp Marin.
The ozder reads in poxf:

"Pregoht ares ccoupied by Battery YB*, 6th Bettelion, 27th drtillery
in the vicinity of Pimmoc Binh, Republic of Vietnom, Ga:zrp Martin
dedicatad to the memory of Privete Firat Clasz Leonord J. Marting
TS 52 663 862, vho while serving with Boattexy ¥B", G6th Battalion,

# 27th Artillexy, wos kHlled Yy hostile artillery f:.re ot Gip Linh
> on the 30th doy of Amedil, 1967.097

-

9Bltr, Ha, Gth Bn, 27ih Axty, AVUE-T, Subj: Meritorious Unit Comendotiony

dtd 7 Fedb 68,
Itﬂ.ﬂ., 5 l- L]
iEr, HQ, 6th Bn, 27h Ariyy L‘JGE—'EI}, Subj: ORLZ (C), Dtd 31 Oct 67.
S6iFR, History of the 6th Botitelion, 27th Artillery =

5Tc0 &7, 6th B, 2Tth Arky, HQ; dtd 19 Dec 67.
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Doing the p&nad Broavo Battory conducted its moves; oll othexr
battaries. renained stationsry oxcept for ﬁ::.ﬁ'nl'mﬂﬂcnts o conduct extillery
assoulis. lotable ameng theso werc: Ropid Fire ITj 6-10 Hovenber, 1957; ..
Rapid Fire IV, 14-27 Movenbory 196;& Yollowastone I, 8-23 December, 19673
end ST Wick, 18-25 Decamber; 1957.

Everything remnined quiet, cnd herrossing mortor fire wos the only
oction experienced By any of the botteries of the Battalion excopt for
Llxzhe 6tk Bottalion; 2Tth Lrtillery. Vhile ell remtined quict, the
batteries varticipated in mmerous civie sction progroms to include MEDCAFS

- (Medicel Civic Zc¥ion Progrom), Boy Scouts, recrestionsl sctivities ond
construction prograns,

The Botiolion contimied o strong civic action progrom, Steff Sergeont

Son, the Botfolion ..nterpmtar, continued to instruct the locel nationcls
in mneldgh

Durdng this pewiod, the Dotialion siaff continued %o test new ways of
chaniccl anclysis towond wotor murificotion of the strosms aad mtﬂr
cround Fhuoc Vinh, The Battolion continued am active MEDCLP

. conducting 10 MEDCATS during the fourth cuarter of 1967.” 9

3 On July 11, 1967, there wns o well coordinated attock cgoinst the
&2on Ioi bese camn ond Alpha Bottery, 6ih Bottelion, 27th Lriiliery.
Doring the sorly morsing houxs, several Viet Cong eloazeniz catered the |
canp thwoush the 'ga-."imatat: borriende. YNoober three g wos destroyed by
satchol chorges cnd thare were 6 cosualtien '-ﬂ'l:h:-.n the bottery. There wore
T Viet Cong dend by actucl body cmm.., and o ﬁti"'tﬂ 10 oore ﬁzaa
the etiack was Finelly brouwght wnder control, |

: In late December "C" Zettery, Sth Dettaliony 27th Lxtillexryy begen &
series of moves that took then first from Fhwoo Vinh, Republic of Vietnmam
to Fim Ioi, ‘iag:.blic of Vietnon, From Phu loi, several sun sections were
digplaced to five heavy extillery support for LRVN(iwmy Regublic of
Viotnan) ond Speciel Forces ozerations. The word £o move ocmin renched
Charlie Bottery during the first week of Jemmory 1968, cnd while the
hepdquarters ond two gun sectione prepored to move from Phu Lol to their

supporting activities and begutx & 2otor econvoy to tle randesvous point,
Quan Ioi, Remublic of Vietasm,

Prin, ma, 6th Bn, 27th Arty, ATOE-Ye, Subj: ORIL (C); ata 31 J=u 68
99Tnterview, OBT John A, Loper, HEB, 6tk Bny 27th Arty, S-1, dtd 2 Sep 68
1;1901.*@, Hq, 6th Bny 27th Arty, ivge-YA, Subj: ORIL (C),.d%d 31 Jen 68

In‘f:ernewf"SEG Phillip H. Huif, Ghief of Eat:tinn Gun iy & Btoyy 6th
R‘L, 27th Lrty, did 15 Sep 66.

&tﬁ!&?’i EH %%m J. Hextung, C Btry, 6th In, ZTﬁhﬂIt::!’: Btry
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Le the convoy moved out, morale ond Esprit Do Corps was high: at, the
next two months were to be the most trying doys of commonders and sube
ordinnates slike, 411 clements of Cacxlie Bottery merged ot Guon Ioi cnd
contimied Forthenst to Ioc Hinh, Republic of Vietnom, Bveryone hed heexd
of the small bettle growmd of = fow months previous, and now, they were
to defend it. Tae firc boase was no lorger fhon ‘r:&i; batteryts Compound,
ond the Viet Cong formd the ronge within one week,! 97

Work begen to carve o livable area from the foce of the jungle.
Engineer support from the 82nd Engineer Bottalion was moved inko loc Ninh
Just 36 hours after the battery became oporational, ond troops from MM
Dottery, Hecdguarters Battery, and Service Battery were airlifted or con-
voyed from Suon Ioi and Long Binh to casist the ensineor vnit under the
self help-program. Within three wecks, the fire surport bosce beccme kmowm
ag "Tho Quarter of a Million Doller Project". ot only o vost amomnt of
sunplies and menpower hod been poured inte the area, but with ecch round
fired, the Viet Conz =nd Forth Vietnomese Army supply roubes were
ceverily damaged, =

Suddenly the order to move out coame ognin, apd 'CY Battery left Ioc
Fiph ond =11 the work behind os ihe rood worn trucke begon their long

-Fhm:ll to the Bien Box axen, Lithouzh the order to move come unexpectediy,
evar more wmexpected wos the order to detach two gmun gections to the
First Infaptry Division bese comp at Di in, & total of five moves within
2 month hod left ihe bottery in o still vnbelievobly high stote of morsie.
Theny suddenly in the first week of February the TEP Offensive shook
South Victmon,

In order to more effectively conirol and commmicote with the ontlying
balteries; the Battolion Headgquerters bhod moved to Suon Toi on 8-S Jonunry
1968. The nevly assimed position vhich hod been park of the botberyls
cren had few wmdergromnd living cusrters, only fighting ukers and slit
trench bamkers when the TEP Qffensive gstruck, With cn wmbeliewvable
mofessionnl 2ititude for o non-—combai-element, the Ueedguorters Dathery
continued to coordinate counter/rocket, counter/moxtor fires, suppors
fires for the 1st Brigode, 1ot Infantry Division and close artillery
surport for the Reguler Force/ Populaw Force Specinl Torces groups.
Llthouga not involved in on cetucl conflict, the strain of sleepless nisghits
and foll worxkdays could be seen in officers and enlisted men oalilce. The 104
dexlc hours of TET cxiended %o £ll of Vietnan omd no one wos left unscorred.  *

Sorvice Bottexry supnoxied Headquorters II Field Foroe Vielnen with en
aorial observery, and L7 Bottery supplied two forwnrd Observers for the
plantation perineter. Becouse of their cceurebe recommaissance and
artillexy fire adjustment, neny serious incidents vere ovoided. Bven though
the TET Offensive kept rozds closed in the Snigon, Cholon, Long Bimh cad
Bich Hon arens, Service Bettery still moved amrmnition vic airlift snd
motor convoy to all batferies. On Felmuory 5, on crrumition comvey fronm
Iong Binh arrived ot Ouan lodi, Lt 2100 hours 5 Februory,the %uon Loi base

105, g

10 ' :
4Intmiw,' HLJ Bose ¥. Crossley, HHB, 5th Bn, 27th ixty, S-3,
21 iug 68.
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comn come under one of the most savoge rocket ond mortar ottacks of
the TET Offemnive. The srmunition tmucks with Sermvice Potiery personnel
were dispersed thiroughout the arec of "L Batery's medor pork, whem o con-
mnist 122 m rocket eaxploded as a direct-hit on two 5 ton truclks, Schroymel
demaged several Service Bottery trucks, which were ptill loaded with
175er/8 inch howitzer projectiles. Fire exploded the gas fonks ond MAM
Tettery and Service Bottery persomnel fought the fire whils powmds -
contimued to fall in the sren. is one citation reads in pert:

"The Tiet Cong launched a2 mortar ond rocket sttack, end a dirvect

hit set fire to vehicles in the motor pool. Despite the polentdal
denger of exploding gos tonks and the contimuing etieck, ke fought
the posoline fires with dir%, sond end water. His fearless efforis-
helped bring the fire wmder mn%l’,’ soved puch veluable equirment
ané awveried possible disoster." '

The irmedicte nction on the part of persommel from both batteries 1im-
ited the emuipment lose to two of A" Batteryls 5 ton trucks. This is
just one exomple of the hardships suffered ond the valorous mammer in wiich
betteries vorked togmether to o¥ercome these troubled tines. )

The cormnmist offencive ended and the Viewncpese begen the slow, never
ending tesk of rebuilding their homes cnd lives from the rubble ond weste

5 3 A ARE R e
'n]riq':%t et ,'T?'Iels Rl R %ﬁ:&?&?ﬂﬁﬁfﬁogi I e oy il
building and renovating their respective arecos., Everyone was busily enfaged
in construction on = messive scole, cxcept "C" Battery, which wos still
gpiit, 4s a tepent rether than o perooment wmit, "CV Bottéry conducted fire
suoport from Di An ond Bien Hoa.

One of the two fiving secliozs ot i in were moved to Cu Chi end ome
gsection from Pien Hoa wes moved to the oren arowmd Trong Bong, since these
two srens were still ezperiencing direct effects of the TER OF fensive 0T

Lisgon Officers cnd Von-Cormdmaioned Officers were atiached to the
Resgional E‘nrce[?um:lm: Foroe Specinl Forces vnite, which the detached ¥CV
Battery elements were supporting. The 8 inch howitzer plotoon at Ii Sa
contimed to fire sapport for the 1st ond 25th Imfontry Divisions, 5th
Infontry Division (ARVE) ond the Copital Militoxry Iistrict. On Febwuwcry 25,
1868, the bettery nimus of Bion Hoa motor merched to Di fn and joinzd the
8 inch plotoon. The battery supported operetions from DA fin until 10 Horchy
ot which Hine the bettery moved 1o their originsd position at Phwoe Vinh,
Thus ended & three month period of almost conbtimwous moves. L fired,
convoy-weary ond gteoined orewy had retuwrmed oftoer being rejoined as a
complete unit in Di 433,108

g —— — m—y

1§Intmiw',' 114 Helemore, (0, THB, &th Bn, 27th irty, 11 Sen 68.

10?&0 AT, 00, TSARV, dtd 17 Lpr 68 "

1ﬂaﬁa‘tmiw,' ¥AJ Ross Y. Crossley, EHD, Gth Bn, 27th Lrty, 5-3y 21 Lug 68
Ly, FHB 23v¢ On, LAVOE-C, Subj: ORLL (C), dtd 1 ipr 68.
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On March 1%, 1968, Alpho Battery, 2nd Botialion, 1ith Artillewy was
ctbached to the 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery oné begen support fire with -
their 155 m guns of the. 101at Lirborne Division, jrd Erigade. Tirdng-in
coordination with "C¥ Bottery from Pawe Vinh, -the teom .of hemvy end medium
artillery begon denling death blows to the waits, operations and supply
routes of the Tiet Cong/ Horth Victnonese fomy units. :

On June &, 1968, The Battalion Operations Section moved to Fhuoe Vinh from
Qon Toi 4o coordinete the oxrbillery fires in the base camn defense of Fhuoo
Vinh. Eletients of the 3vd Drigede, 101st Aixrborne Division were displaced
to Pleiku, ond relurmed to Pmoc Vinh on Jume 9y 1968. Lt this time the oper-
ations returned $o0 Cuon Ioi, They were ogain moved Yo Fwwoc Vinh on July 24,
1968, where they aasumed responsibility for $he Afr Warning Control Center(LMCC),
Fire Support Goordinotion Center (PSCC) ond crtillery fires of the defense plonm,

. Bech move wos eccomplished by airlift using C-130 and CH-4T7 airoraft.

On fug 1, 1968, the Baticlion fired its quarter-millionith round againat
Viet rth Vietnamese Army forces in Vietnen.'®® Llso on this date;

B iL e l':‘.mhazﬂ S. Bullock ascumed compond of the Batialion renlacing INC Bugene
J. 0'Grady. : .

Thic wes o period of intense sctivity for the Dettolion. Cormand and
coptrol were mch morz difficult thon hormel due o the three woy split of
Heodguarters: Supsly at Iong Binh, Operctions at Pimoc Vinh, ond iHdministraticn
at-Quen Ioi. The firing batteries too remnined widely.scottered, covering over
10;000 squore kilometers of terrifory with thoir conbined range fons,110

In addition 3o the duties menitioned above; the Operntions section of the -
Battalion cesuvmed the responsibility of cleawing oll fires in the 3ud Trignde,
10tst Lirborne Division oven of operations cround Fhuoe Vinh. . Replacing the
ond Bettolisn; 319th Artillery vhich poved Forth with the 101s%, "C" Botlery ond
Alzhe Dttery, 2nd Dottalion, 11th Artillery assumed the duties of direct
sunpors artillery for the remeining mepeuver Bettolion of the Division in thig
aren. Concurreat with this wmique role ‘the ﬁ;{'es of 211 orsonic botleries
vere vlanped znd conirolled fronm Pauoc Vinh,

AW Pattery, Znd Battolion, 11th Artillexy; which has been attached from
the 101st, wos also sxtremely isy. Most of ihe Division vos moving Hoxth
Their Betitclion was olready ot the Deniliterized Zone ond the baliery's stotus - o
wos somewhat imsettled., This d4d not stop the bottery from perticipating in
severnl operctions however, ' )

s e, e e Y P o e e e

1?3511;@%; LT Ross V. Crossley, H3, &th In, 27ih Artyy §-3, 21 lug 68.
1O%terviow, MLJ Jomn B. Zimnernsn, TED, 6th B, 27th Arty, S-3j 15 Fov 68,
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= ; Tron July 26 to lugust 9, a platoon of the batteryls 155m howitzew
supported operction CELfL IOY II fron o position ot Bu Don; Republic of
Vietnome On the 9th, ther moved back to Pruwe Vinh vio CH-54 and C-1 20
aireraft. inother platoon moved to the wicinity of Tong Ie Chon on Lugast
13 and esteblished o firing position ountside the Special Forces corp %o
provide direct support fo Debochments A-354 and B-56, Company "AY, 5th Specicl
Forced Group in the conduct of Operction CADE. I0Y IV.  This o-mre.tmn ended
with the nLtoon g 14f% hy 01235 and G130 mi‘h to: rejoin the ettery ot
Pmioe Tinh. 1
For over one month, until October 2, the 'Ix-..ttezg* rencined in position——
almost an RER compered to their usunl move, shoot ond move asin operations,
Then one plofoon nowed to support Detachment D=34, Company "AM, S»ecinl Forcea
Greur in Operction CEINL BOY VIL., Ther arrived in position and thet nisht fired
direct fire on what was o rolotively guick night for the Thien Nppn Svecinl
Forces comp. -The hext momning found two. Bottalions 6£°lie3iTe Strike Torce in
contoct with o large eneny. elenment nesxr the Cambadm torder on the Io Go Rnod.115
Lecording to the U.S. Ldvisor o these Mobile Strike Battolions and the
U.S. Cormander of the B-34 Detnchnent, the ropid accurnte fire of the »latoon
wos responeible for saving mony friendly lives and holding the eneny foxce ot
bay until TAC Lir errived and the "m:: Dottrlions joined forces after o =~
notely six hours of hesvy contaet,]
¢ On October 4, the plotoon mvatl to Teonz Sup ,..ne. c-.mn":.imﬁect to support the
opexation uatil October 9 when it displeced to Toy Finh cad then onto i in the
: fallamrtg dzy by convoy. On October 13 they were joined by the rewining four
o of the bottery end essumed $he mission of Gmml Support Reinforcing the
1st Infoniry Division.
Doth during CHIRE TOY IV and CHLEL B0OY VII; o ‘linison tenn G'lﬂl‘ﬂi‘-ﬂﬂ with
the Strike Forge, B Debachnent to pexform the duties of fire Bupwrt :
coordinator.
In the other 'ﬂatteries of the Bottalion this wes nlso o 'brm:)- tine, In nddi-
$ion to providing hecvy ortillery fire support, the Botialion whs Ireparing for *
the lmmual General Imspection. A sewies of courtesy inspectione ifplemented
tr Battolion ond Group tecms and, by wequest; fron the 510 Meintenonce
Battolion. These .inspections and much hard work hrousht the Sattalion o the
enﬂ. of Septenber completely prepored for the Inspoctor Generalls visit fron
antember 30 to October 4. 3Based on o robing of Setisfoctory or Theatisfaetory
onl._.r, dha Battalion was j-a.d@g% ES“LtiBfacﬁo:y with pony arcoe roted excellent and
cedled to special atfention. : '
This neriod fxon Lusst to October, wos one of continued Civie Leotion
orojects also. Hoicoble crong these were the extensive remair ond rdiabilitotion
of the in Ioc Monbogmoxd Joerding Scheol, ($he nunber of boys enxolled has grown
fron 28 %o 300 im the past seversl nonths), the Ioi in Kindersorden ond the
Vietnomese Orphencre in An Ioc, The Bottalion conbimued, 21lso, o support the
in Loc Boy Scout troop, which hos doutled ifs size (75 to 150 boys) in the lost
three ronths, by prundnmg, among other itens, wniforns for the troop.il7

113:Tn1=i, Phed=3a
Interview, CET Clennon E. Famenser Jr, EE'.B, 6th Dn, 27th Srty, I¥D,
15 How 68,

Mdpoa. |
113308 coroz-65 (1) (C), op. crt., P. 3.

116, srmn) General mspection; FY 69, of 6th Dny 27%h irty, Exit Inberview,
IEC Hogepeyar
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On 1 Wovember 1568, Batbery I, 16th lrtillery dieploced from Phuoe Vinh,
RN, to Tongz Le Chon, BEVM, closing at 2400 hours, The agsipmed mission was
GSR to 18t Infentry Divislon Artillery in operation "Figh Hook", The per=
gonnel and equipment were twonsported by O-130 edreraft, A fire base was
established nearby the US Special Forces cemp at Iong Le Chon, secured ini-
tially by the 36th ARV Ranger Battalion. Exbensive engineer assistence was |
required to olear fields of fire and cut ocut additional area from the jungle.
On 12 November 1968, the mission woe changed to GSR 1t Cav Diviaion Artillexry,
snd the sécurity of the fire base was vrovided by one company of the 5/7 ua;;ﬁ o
Battalion. The Battery hes remcined at Tong Le Chon throwshout the period.

With the sxrrived of the 1st Divieion (AM) into the III Corpe Tactiocal
Zone in early November, the rlissicn of the Battolion was chenged. The 1st
Cav Division (AM) revlaced the 1et Infantry Division in the ares surrounding
all Tiring bitteries of the Battplion. On 12 Nov 1968, the mission of the
batteries were nssigned os ghown:

Battery A, 6th Bottelion, 27th Artillery: GSR 1s% Cav Division
Battery B, 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery: GSR 1st Cov Division
Battery C, 6th Bottalion,”27th ixtillexryt: GS IIFFORCEV
Battery ¥, 16th Artillery: CSR 1ot Cav Division Arby

On 1 Hovember, one forword observer norty wos provided to the 5th ARVH
DEvigion to aapist in fire planning and artillery adjustments The party
returned on Hovamber 8 1968,

The responsibility for tho operation of the aircraft woming control
center and fire support coordination center .at Phuoc Vinh wes transferred fron
the 23rd Artillery Group to the 1st Cav Division(AlM). Consequently, on 15
Wov 1968, two officers sand six B! rojoined the Dattalion operations section
at CQuon Tod, RV,

On 5 Hovember 1968, plonsz were submitted to II FFORCEV irtillery., The
Dattery wae nesigned the responsibility of being prepared to move two
howitzers end required fire divection equipment by fixed wing or rotory wing
sircraft to any point within the II FRORCEV arep of interest within thirty(30)
ninutes of notifications To dete, the final plans hove not yet been sopproved.

On 25 November 1968, the 260th cnd 234th FMield Jrtillery Detachments
(Radar) ossumed operotions at fuen loi ond Pimoc Vinh respectively. Althoush
attoched to the 6th Betialion, 27th Artiliery, they were under the operational

control of the wnit respongible for bese cemp defense,! 19

On 26 November 1968, tho 254th (ULCFKX) end the 260th (UIO:G35) Field
Artillery Detachments were attached to the 6th Fettelion, 27th Artillexy for-
21l purposes, to include promotion, tronsfer and requisitioning of persomnel,
by General Order 104, Hendquarters, 23rd Artillery Croup, Effective 30 Hov
1968, Dattery A, 2nd Battalion 11th Artillery (UIC:A2H) was detached from the
2%rd Artillery Group and subsegquently, the &6th Dattalion, 27th Lrtillery, by

Tnited States Army, Vietnam, General 5590, doted 4 December 1968, By the some

118 | :
Lt HQ, 6th Bn, 27th Axty, AVGE-YC, Subj: ORLL, p.3, 8 Feb 69.
119 '
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Genercl Ordor, Battery F, 16tk Artillery (UIC:A2K) woe ossigned to the 23xd
Lrtillery Group, and further abttached to the 6th Dattolion, 27th Artillery.
There was no change of persomiel involved, only & chonge in unid Le&lgnatmn.
The 254th Field Artillery Detochment (Rodar) wos detached fronm the &th’
Dattalion, 27th Artillexry by the 2%5zd ..rhill%ﬂroup Generol Oxder 122, doted
26 Dévember 1968, effective 26 Decemhor 1968,

' On 30 Fovember 1968, the Gth Dattalion, 27th ﬁrtillary mmﬁlatﬂd one of
the most successful months while scrving in Vietnam. The batteries of the
bettalion fired in support of US forces in contact missions that resulted in
206 encoy Ikilled by artillery, tactical cir strikes and }meuve:-: forces. The
6th Battalion, 27th [xrtillery received dirvect credit for 47 XRL. 121

On 1 Docenbar 1968, a platoon of 8 inch howitzers from Battexy A,y Gth
Bottolion, 27th Artillery displaced from Muan Loi to Ioo Ninh, RWN by swrfcce
convoy. . The misaslon rennined the sanme; lhowever, the L‘Li:!*glacﬂnan# anatled the
platoon to more effectively atback hord terget compleses in the ares, and to
further assgist the %rd Brigade, 1gt Cav Division (A1), The plotoon occupied
"Relly™ (XU732084) which was securcd by the 2/12 Cov Batinlion, Inroute the
convoy was anbushed, with negative cosualiies or danage; however, it deson-
spratod the requirenent for adequate convoy security. Artillery coversse was
recdily avoedlable and the roapid reaponse provented ony demoge. Resupply of
cloes 'was acconplished by C-130 aircraft, On 6 December 1968, the pla:t.tunn
returned to Quon Iodi where it rejoined its hattery.l122 .

In the nidet of batile, Christnes come to Vietnom. The norale of soldievs
awoy from home was lifted considerably by "Operction Vietnonm 19687, This
potriotie progron wos started by the students of L.Y. Thurston Juniow High
School,y Yestwood Mossachusettes, For the post four yemrs these petriotic young
Lmerdcons hove sent Christros gifts to the &th Dattalion, 2Tth frtillery. On
T Hovember 1968, the students of E.W. Thuraton Junior High School mailed
thirty-four (Sﬁ,s packeges, weighing 700 pounds totel. The postage for nediling
the gifts was poid for by locpl civic action groups such 25 Lions Club and
Yonens! Organisations, 41l of the packpses arxrived prior to Christmos
wmseathed, On Christnes Bve, the presents wexce distriluted to front line
infantry of the 18t Cav Division; to Lir Force personnel cnd the officor and
enlisted men of the Battolion., On 2 Jonunry 1969, this Dattelion fired its
300,000th rowmd in **u‘mi:rt of Tree Vorld Forces in the Republic of Vietneam.
In appropriste covemony wos mn&:mte:;-. end this round was dedicated fo the
3,4, Thurston Junior High School. 4 cltation and eppropriate Dattalion plaque
‘commemorating the event were sent to the studonts ond faculty, Through the
'ﬂutﬂtmﬂ:lng offorts of the 2%rd Artillery Group PIO geotion, this vory

woxthvhile project weceived wide press and radio coverage in the Maﬂtwmd,
Massochusettes pxan. 12

ey e ) il el
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List of tosks performed, 8-3, _th Dn 27th Arty.

122 ] , .
It Hg, 6th Bn, 27th Lrty, AVGE-YC, Subj: ORLL, 8 Feb 69, p.d.
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During this period, T Dattery, 6th Dattelion, 27th frtillery wns

owarded the moritorious Uhit Citation fox nction fron October 1966 to June
1967 during which tine Bravo wos credited with being the first United Stotes
hArtillery element to fire into Horth Vietneon. The Citotion rends in pert:

"heir resourcefuiness ond determinotion were key factoxs

in the devestating fire wvhich they ploced upon Commmist forces.,

During the 9 month period from October 1956 o June 1967, Botiery

B, 6th Battalion, 27th Lrtillery fired thirty-thousand rounds in the

I Corps Tecticol Zone, inflieting heavy casuslties upon the

hostile elements. Throuzh their exenplary coursge, esprit de

corps mnd total dedication to mission eccomplishment, the Dottery's

porsoimel contrilbuted irmeasurably the United Stotes nilitexy

affort in the Republiec Of Vietnon,®

In the fisld of civiec sction, the Dottolion hes contimued to exext preat

effort in the continuing battle to tnild = healthy, cducated sociely ibet
will be less vulnernble %o the false promises of Comrmnism, During the lest
quarter over 400 Vietnonese olvilisns hove been treated in the Iattalion
dispensaxry. A4ll schools supported by the Battalion hove received extensive
ald in construction projecta. 4 new school hwne been sdded to the progran
sponsored Ly the Service Dattery near Scigon. The Tan Loi school ot fuan
1oi has been expanded fron o kinderzorden o include the first throush the
third grades. Two Znzlish langusge cleeses hove been added to the Tan Loi
and in Ioc achools.i2D

124

G0t 73, Departuent of the lrmy, 27 Fov 1968,
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The new year sow o contimed emphasis being placed on gan crew
d¢rill and FIC section training. 4 gunnery evaluation tesn was orgonized
within the batizlion operations sections The longer ronge oim of the
eveluntion tesn wos to conduct monthly inspections of each firing botiexy,
gasist eech unit in develulﬁrﬁ gumnery procedures, and the detec-
+ing of errors in proceduraes. By eliminnting mechandcael, mental; and
physical fanlis, the tecn would be a safegunrd sgeinst artiliexy incidents
and an insuwrance of safe, responsive, tinely, and accurzte ardillery fire.

On 11 Feb 69, Battery B expended 285 rounds of 6" cnd 175m omourd Eion
agoinst an estinated two {E) battalions of WA troops. While flying an
acrial recommaissance mission in Phuoc Long Province, en aireraft fron the
15t Cav Division (4M) w2z shot down. The &th Batinlion, 27th Artillery,
momitoring this aircrefi's control fregquency for possible forgots,
immediately directed em AF FAC flying for the 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery
to the scone of the dowmed chopfer. Seversl rescue anireraft received
ground fire and were damaged. To assist during the extraction of the
sireraft, Battery B expended 120 rounds as suppressive fires on the two (2)

*YC batielions. Battery B fired o total of two humdred eighty-five (285)

rounds of heavy artillery and was credited with thirty (30) confirmed KEA.
Contimous firine by Battery B, and air strikes tlroughout the night
resulied in a iotal of sixty-five (65) eneyy KBA.1ST

With the stert of the encey Iumar New Yoor Offemsive (TET Offensive)
on 25 Feb 69, 21l batteries experienced incressed operations. 4n eerly
norning ground attack on the Pmice Long Province capitnl at Song Be City
required Battery B to provide close support fires for seversl days. When
the MACV TOC was destroyed, Battery B, 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery
teoporarily assuned the role of AWCC and assisted the MACV persommel in
reesteblishing commmicntion and conitrol in the area. Several days of
heavy fightine ensued while Batitery B wos the only artillery support
eveilable. & 1st Cov Division (&M) maneuver battalion was moved into the
arez and with firc support provided by Battery B, wos eble fo underteke a
very successful canpeigm against the VO holding pordions of the districk.
The battery's 8" hovitzers and four (4) Quad .50 caliber machine guns
located around the batiery position provided close support for both TS and
ARVH forces in the area. Beczouse of its knowledge of the axrea and of |
artillery and aircraft control procedures, Battery B wos able to lend
merimm assistarce in order to restore control and security in the eves, 128

kT

126 .
It I3, 6tk Bn, 27th Arty, AVEE-YC, Subj: ORLL, 8 Fob 69, 5-5. -
Lrd
Recormendation for MUC, 7 Sop 69, p.2.
128
Ihiﬁ.l’ P-ll‘ 2.
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At the start of the new year, Battery P, 16th Artillery, wns
locnted at Tong Le Chon, EVN. On 28 Februnry, with the elosing of the
1st Cov Division (AM) overations in the zrea of the "Fish Hock", Battery F,
16th Ar¥illery displaced from Tong Le Chon io the Quan Loi Base Coamp. The
perzonnel end equipnent were tromsported by C-130 aircrafts The firing
battery inmitially occupicd o 105mm howitzer position nnd then moved info
thedir new pormenent location. On 25 Mar 69, the bettery reer departed Phuoc
Vinh and all elements of Battery F were together for the first time since
{1 Hov 68 at Swan Toil. 122

13 Mor 63 saw the tgt Brigede of the 15t Infontry Division return to
Guan Loi and sgoune responsibility for the aren. Onece agein the 6th Bate
talion, 27ith Artillery faced the gitusntion of supporting the tactics and
mrocedumes of another division. BExtensive coordinntion with the 1s% Brigeds
was required because of mumerous porsomnel chonges and o four (4) nonth
period of disasgsociation ywith the brigade. Imnmediately, ortillery lizison
was egtablished with the direct support artillery batialion %o contimie
the excellent artillery support rendered by Batteries A ond F to the
Brigade at Quon Loi. Both botterics hod their missions changed to GS-R,
1st Infantry Division Artillery and begen rendering veluable firepower to
the 18%'Drigade moneuver elements.?30

The period of 18 Mbx«26 Mar 69, the battalion was inwolved in
Operation "ATLAS WEDGE". A platoon of 8" howitzers from Batiery A displaced
by convoy to Fire Support Base "THUNDER ITI" to perticipate in o muilti-
division operation in the vicinity of the Michelin Rubber Plantation. 1Its
nission was GS-R; Bih Battelion, 6th Artillery which wos in DS of the 11th
Lrmored Cavelry Regiment (ACR). The m=in US effort was a sweep of the
Michelin, ériving the VC out of their estnbliched base comps. Although the
pain groumd contact rensined outside the platoon's range capabilities, the
heavy artillery support provided by the 8" piatoon influenced the
operation by dermying the enesy the use of forilior infiltration routes snd
routes of withdrawnl.

129
Lt H,6th Bn, 2Tth Arty, AVGE-YO, Subj: ORLL, 5 May 69, De3s
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One unigue fact about the Viotnon Conflioct is ite gropt demand [ox
ropld movement of both men and equipnent.” Mobility has been the key to
success enjoyed by the US Army in Vietnans. The 6%h Battalion, 27th
Artillery with ite heovy artillery has also been a part of this new trend
and toctic == ATRMOBILE ARTTLIERY .31

On 15 Apr 69, a platoon of 155m howitzers fron Battery F, 16th
Artill wae disploced to Loc Minh Specisl Forces Camp to ba in Direct
Support (DS) of o Specinl Forces Comp Strike Force Operntions The move of
the howitzers and frucks was by rotary wing (3 CH-54 sorties and 3 CH-47
gsorties) from Quan Loi. Necemsary supplies were flown by C-130 oircrnft
from Bien Hoo to Loc Ninh., The platoon supported o combat assunlt by the
Comp Strike Force and provided support for two ﬂnis. On 17 Ay 69, the
platoon returned to Quan Toi by G-130 airoraft.!”

Oporotion "MONTANA SCOUT"(23 Apxr=12 May) saw the bettalion once
again involved in a complex militery operation. A4 platoon of 8" howltzers
from Battery A displaced by convey from Quan Loi o LZ "JOE" necr Minh
Thanh; to provide heavy artillery suppert for olemonts of the 1at Cov
Division (AM). The oparation was very successful because of the heavy
artillery!a devastobting firepower on jungle base camps deep in War Zone C.
In mony engagenents it wos the close ertillery eupport of Battery A that
provonted US forcos from rocoiving hmvg fire by enemy firmly entronched
in well constructed bunker complexes.1?

A11 six (6) botteries of the battalion muccesefully completed o
USARV CMMI and received commendable ratings during tho poried 27 Jen-
30 Apr 69« It is especially noteworthy that the inspectors used CONUS
stonderds In o conbot zoric.

At 0100 hours, 12 Moy 69, the Quan Loi Base Camp received an intense
mortar /REG atiack followed by a ground atincke Although atincked
directly ty VC infiltrators, Heodquarters Bettery and Battery & fought
bravely. Gallantly defending their guns and position arens by rapidly
deploying reaction forces, both batteries successfully repulsed the enemy
atfack, killing five (5) V€ and espburing larpe guantities of mimd o and
oquipnent. At approximetely 0333 hours, Battery B, located at Plmoc PBinh,
cane under a heavy ground atlnck. Barly detection of two (2) attacldng

-

134

132 :
4o T 6th Bmy 20t Ary, AVOB-YO, Subf GRLL, 5 Moy €9, Deds

Reconmondation for MUC, T Sop 69, Dede

"ATRMOBILE IRTILIERY", Captain David L. Cole, Septenber 1969.
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colums of VO and the rupid deploynent of artillerymen oround the camp
perineter stopped the modin attock. Providing illuminetion with its 81mm
nortoara, the battery delivered devnstating firepower repulsing the VC
ettacks Az & result, twenty-cight (28) VO ware killed in 4he perineter
wire, two (2) V€ surrendered; and large quantities of arms and equipment
were captured to include flome throwers, radios ond torpedocs. L careful
search of the aren found a VO conmand post and wire lines indienting a
well coordinated VO attack bad been defented. Both sctions on this date
can only be described as superb. Officers and men courngeously defended
their gung in keeping with the Mghost traditions of the artillery.!?4

15 Moy=-30 Mey 69 found a platoon of two (2) 155mn howitzers of
Bottery ¥, 16th Artillery wng airlifted 4o Bu Dop Specinl Forcsea Camp to
provide support for an encircled Camp Sirike Force. Receiving the
tacticnl emergency miesion at 1500 hours, the platoon had the firet of
tidrteen (13) C=123 sorties in the afir at 1630 hours. With speed and
precipion gained from mmerous such moves, the nmen of Bottery T hed the
last sortie on the ground at the new location af 1830 hours. The plotoon
occupled tho position rapidly, was loid and reglstered by 1600 hours, ond
mointoined constant readiness throughout the operation while continually
inproving their firing positions. The operation terminated om 19 M=y, and
the platoon immediantely prepared to support a second Camp Strike Force
Oparntions The Civilian Irroguler Defonse Group (CIDG) force with a
forword observer from the 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery conductod
operations adjacent to the Cambodion border, deep into enemy held jungle.
Although the force did not establish conbact with V¢ forces, valunble
informetion woe gathered from extensive ground recommnissance of the area
and bomb danage assessment of recent Be52 bombing nisaions. 159

The early morming hours of € June revenled an intense mortar/REG
attack followed by a ground atinck directed at the Quan Loi Baso Camp.
Headquorters Battery and Batbery A agoin deployed resetion forces that
rrevented penetration into the battery arens nlthough the pevimeter wive
had been breached. Tenm (10) HVA were lilled short of the baitery wire,

arns and mupitions were found meaxby, and four (4) AVA, WIA were
capturod. ' -
1354
Ibiﬂ.-, 11139
ﬁﬁm
dey Dodle
136

Ibidi, Pi4l



DELCLASSFiEU
NND w2l |

U RS e TERINRS R R R SRl M LTy

T

F;T;ETWM ' e
(]

-

(37 67

On 23 Jun 69, the 6th Battalion, 27th Ar#illery assumed the
rosponsibility for the AWCC ot Quean Loi ond the artillery portion of
tho boge defenso. Concurrent with the plocement of the 11th Armored
Covalry Regiment OFCON to the 1st Cav Division (AM) on 23 Jun 69, the
6/27 Axty's nmission of GS II FFORCEV and GS-R 1st Cav Division (4M)
Artillery was modifiod. Due to the proximity of the 6/27 Axty to the
11th ACR this battelion wos tasked with the added misslon of coordinating
the fires of the 11th ACR orgenic howitzer batteries and the fires of
bottories of the 23d Artiliery Group positioned within the Tacticel Ares
of Rospongibility of the 11th ACR. Dircot coordinntion and lisison weare
established with the 1t Cov Division (AM) Artillery. On 27 June, the
responeibility for the axrtillery on of the bose defense was
tronsferrod to the 15t Battalion (AM), 21s% hr‘hill&r;r-ﬁ"l"

The 1st Infantry Division*deperted from Quan Loi, possing
responsibility for the arex %o the 1st Cov Division (iM). The mission
of Bottery A, 6/27 Arty and Battery ¥, 16%th Artillery was changed to
GS-R 18t Cav Divieion (Mrg Artillexry. The mission of Battexrdics B and C
remedined GS IT FFORCEV.1S

On 27 Jul 69, Licutencnt Colonel Loonnrd F.B. Recd Jrs ossumed
command of tho battalion succeeding IIC Richard 8. Dulleck. Immediotoly)
Colonel Reed foced the myriad of duties and responsibilities involwvod
in leading the largest axtillery battolion in South Vietnone

On %1 Jul 69, o 175mm Gun Platoon, Bottery C, 6/27 Arty disploced
by convoy from Phuoc Vinh (Camp Gorvad) for o "HIP SEOOT" ir the vieindty
of CGrid YT 030631. The mission of the 175%m Gun Platoon wos GS=R, 15t
Cav Divigion (AM) Axtillery. The platioon ploced cighty (80) rounds on
suspect base comps in tho vicinity of Grid YT 2474. The platoon refwrmed
to Pmoe Vinh before nightfall the sme doy.139 :
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10 Aug 69 found one (1) 175mm gun from Battery B, 6th Battelion, 27th
Artillery, disploced by convoy fronm L7 "BUTTOMS" (Canyp Moxrtin) o the
vicinity of Grid YU 183115 for o one (1) day operation of "psychological
operetions" by plecing 175mm artillery rounds in the Bu Gi Map aren—-a VC
hwen{&r%ﬁ.ch heretofore hnd never received on artillery round froa allied
gunse

During the hours 0110 to 0600, the morning of 12 Aug 69, 1Z "ANDY"
(Quan Loi) received an unknown mmbor of RPFG, 82mm mortar ond 107mm rocket
rounds, AK-47 rifle fixe, autonatic weapons fire and five (5} ground probes
by an estimated 800-1,000 WVA/VC infontry and o VO Sapper company. The nain
attnck wog dircoted at thoe southwest end of the perimcter where an
estinoted ensmy foree of 200 NVA/VC chomneled their cttock on a complex of
five (5) bunkers. They werc beaben back by subematic wenpons and soall arms
firo fron porsomnel of thé 11th ACR with ground snd cexianl rocket crtillery
and USLP "Spooky" support. An stinated 70-80 NVA/VC encmy breached tho
bago comp perimeter wiro west of Hesdquarters and Headquertors Battery ond

¢ Battory A, 6th Battelion, 27th Artillery. The eneny foxco penetrated

towerds the batteries! perimeter wire but were stopped by porsomnel of
Headqunrters and Headgunrbers Battory and Battery A. MNumerous other ground
probes were reported from bunkers oround the perimeter. At 0600 hours, a
sniper locoted west of Bottery Als position fired ccross the beiicry aresn
and into the bottelion's Tectical Operation Conter (TOC). 4 renctionsxy
force fren Bottory A spotted and killed the sniper. Encoy cosualtios wero
75 WVA/VC KIA ond 7 NVA/VC POW'S. Friendly casunltios woro three (3) KIA

and 23 mi only four WIA wore poxsonnol of the 6th Battolion, 27Tth
Artillery. 141

The battolion TOC deordinnted and directed the artillexy fires of nine
(9) artillery batteries. The unique operations of the TOC coordinnted and
chacked the fires of two (2) 105m howitzex botteries, four (4) 155m
howitzar botterics, and throo (3) 8"/175mn battarics. Approximately 11,000
rounds of oll types of artillery were placed on the enery in dofonse of
American and ARVN forcos throughout tho Bing Long and Phuoe Long Provinces
and contributed to the approximetely 612 WVA/VC cnemy killoed in action
during the 12 Lug=-15 Lug poriod. -

:MI‘J
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Tho 8=12 Sop period saw the 6th Battelion, 27th Artillory undergo
the USARV Amrmal General Inspection. Weeks of preporction finally
resulted in the batialion attoining on exeellent rating out of 2141 areas
inspected. The battalion's excollence in all aspocts of its mismion wns

noted by USARV rocognition and ranked it ns the highost artillery undt in
the 254 Artillexry Group.

The 6th Battalion, 27th Artillory, a composite 8"/175m hovdtzer -
bottalion and its attached 155m artillery firing bottery, Battexy ¥, 16%h
Artillery, hove been recommended for a Meritorious Unit Citation (MUC) for
scrvice performed during the poriod 1 Feb-31 Aug 69 for supporiing rumerous
cembat operations in RVIl and an cotive participation in an oggressive

Civiec Action program. In supporting US and ARV forces during this moven
month span, the battalion fired 87,233 rounds of 155:m, 175mm, ond 8"
ermmition Qwring 26,355 missions without o single ardillery incident. 142
Iuring this period, the bottalion wos oreditod with 192 WA/VC confirmed
KA, 98 possible KBA, 614 bunkore destroyed and 88 seoondory cxplosionss
The battories sustained 194 enemy’rocket/mortar and ground atlecks
receiving an estimated total of 2i1%7 rounds cougsing % KIA and 45 WIA
emong porsommel of thoe battalione 4 Tho bottalion's Civic Action Progrem
provided support, asesistance, and guidance for tho Vietnanese peoplee Two
Girl Scout and two Doy Scout troops were established, o Montagnord
boarding school was built, ond a vigorous MEICAPS progran wes inagurated
in conjunction with MACV advisors end province health teans.

As of this writing, the 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery contimues to
serve voliantly in Victnom. The active role of the bottolion is evidenced
by its total expondituros of 420,070 rounds of 155nm, 175mm, and 8"
ammand blon fired in counter rockot/ nortar and support fires for the st Cav
Division (i), 1st Infantry Division, 101st Lirborne Division, Sth ARVI
Division, 11th ACR, ond close artillery support for Regular Force
Force Specinl Foroecs Camps during its 4 yoeoxs hore in Vietnans This totel
surpassed the 303,562 total rounds of 75m and 155mm amrnmition fired
Auring the 27this three years of porticipation in World War IT.144

The 6th Battalion, 27th Artillory hos indeed compiled a long and
anviable record of achiovement during the Vietnom Confliot. The "Connon

Kings" illwxmnteéd by post glory look forwerd to contimmed service in the
comge of froedom.

142
I'biﬂ.-,pd .
143
Ibideypetls
144
Amrnuind tion Status Choxt, 31 Aug 69.



| Cedassiiad HOMNGS 0F H Dot AlEves

_...._:__

[ 70

On 17 Cctober, the &th Battalion, 27th Artillery wes relieved from
comand and control of the 23rd Artiliery Group and was assigzed directly
to the II Field Force Viatnem Artillery, Battery F, 16th Artillery was
detached from commavnd end control of the 6th Battalion, 27th Artlllery
and waz then attached to the 2nd Battelion, 12th Artillery, 23rd Field
krtillery CGroup. The mission of Battery A, 6th Battglion, 27th Ariillery
was changed %o Generel Support, IIFFORCEV, The missicn of Basisry 35 wnd
Baswery C, Gth Ba%talion, 27th Artillery romained unchanged., Svice
Buttery, 6th Battaiion, 27th Artillery moved by convoy {rom Long Blnh,
Repuniie of Vietnsm Yo Plantetion, RVHN as a reemit of reassigmment from
the Z2¢0q Artiloery Group. With the move, Service Battery rélinquishﬂ
rospensibliity for operation of the 23rd Field Artillery Croup Rear,i43:

Cn 28 Cotocher, a paitoon of 175mm Cuns (SP) from Battery B, #/27%th
Lrty displaced by corwey from Phwvoe Eiph (Camp Mzrtin) for an eriillery
rafd, The mission of %he platoon was to engage hard targets in the vieinity
of Sk Du Cle Maep Alrsgtrip., The platoon expended 103 rounds of 175mm and
poturzed to Camp Martip vefore nightfall of the sama dw.l‘ié

Inring the months of November, December, and Januery, the babtalion ol
participated in geveral operatlions, On 28 November, a plateen of 175mm - )
Guns of Battery A, 6/27th Arty &) splecad by comvey from Quar Lol for en o~

artillery r2d, The masion of the plsboon was to engage harl itariois L3
in tha "Flat Iron" erea, The plaloon a}?pnﬁad 63 rourds of 175mm axrd
returned pfere nightfall the same dsy, !

Cn 25 December, a platoon of 8" Howltzers of Battery C, 6/77ith Arty
displacad by convoy from Phuoc Virh 1o Thunder III. The Battery
Hesdcuariors remained at Phuoc Vinh, 48

On 27 Docember, a platoon of 8" Howitzers of Battery A, 6/27th Arty
dispiaced by convoy from Quen Loi to Landing Zone (LZ) "Marge", Ths
Battery Hoadquerters remained at Quan Loi, '

1458 4r, HQ, 6th Bn, 27th Avty, AVGE-YC, SURJ: QRLL, 1 Nov 69, Puly
ldﬁﬁg” Pebe -
YTy te. HQ, 6th Bn, 27th Avty, AVPB-FA-BG, SUBJ¢ ORLL, 14 Feb 70, p.3.
1&33_31-9“: Pedie
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On 12 Jamaery 1970, a platoon of 175m Guns of Babtory C, 6/27th
Arty displaced by corver from Phuoe Vinh to L% "jake", Also, a platoon
of 8" Fowitzers of Nlutisry 3, 6/27th Arty displaced by comvoy from
Thurder IITI to 1Z “icked ttery C's administrative headquarters
rexained at Phuce ?iﬂh-‘h&g

On 33 Jamamy, e nlatoon of 175mm Guns of Battery B, 6/27th irty
A% gplased by convoy from Phuoe Binh (Camp Martin) for am artiliery
vani, Tas migsicn of the 175mm pletoon was to engage hard tergats in the
vie:wulsy of the Bu Gia Map Alrstrip, The platoon expended 143 rounds
ar roturrsd Yo Camp Martin before nightfall the same day., Ca i3
Jss, w7¥, a platoon of 8" Howitzers of Battery B, 6[2’?1;% Arty displcead
by coneoy from Phuoe Binh {Gamp*!-[artin} to L% Meen, 1o

n 27 Jamary, Ife9isnant Colonmel Dan H, Ralle assumed cc.aand
of *he bavtuiion succusding Iieutenant Colonel Lecnard F.B, need T,
Tmsadiotely, Colovsl Ko''s was faced with the myried of duties axd
rﬂa.ﬁ-ﬁhﬂ.ﬁliﬁ-iﬂﬁ imvelved in 1&3!11!‘!3 & hgm artiilory battoliion.

T
14¢ Ihides mode

150
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During 1970, the batbtalion continued to suppirt both US and ARWN units in
Military Region III, During the months of May and June, the battalion parti-
cipated in highly successful operations in Cambodia, conducted by US and ARW
units which drove the enemy from mumerous sanctuaries,

On 15 July 1970, LIC Georga G. Mays assumed command of the battalion. The
battalion had just returned from operations in Cambedia end LTC Mays immediately
lsunched an intensive maintenance program. The batialion successfully passed
the Anmial General Inspection in August.

Following cross-border operations in Cambodia, the battalion occupied posi-
tions in nothern Binh Leong and Phuoc Long Provinces. Fire bases such as Bu Dop,
Wade, Haymaker; Alpha, Beverly II and Song Be became synonomous with the &th
of the 27Tth. The battalion supported cross-border operations conducted by ARVN
maneuver units from the 5th, 18th and 25th ARVH divisions, the 3rd Armored Brigade
and the 3rd, 5th and éth ARVN Ranger Groups, In addition to providing tactical
support and constructing semi-permanent firebases, the batteries conducted
numero®s artillery raids attacking VC units both in South Vietnam and Cambodia.

During 1970, the draw down of US units accelerated, The number of non-
divisional artillery battalions in Military Region IIi was progressively reduced
through redeployment., At peak strength, II Field Force Artillsry Headquarters
had consisted of the 23d and 54th Artiliery Group and a totsl of four heavy
battalion consisting of three L0 MM duster batteries and a quad ,50 machine gun

battery, By years end, the number of battalions had been reduced from thirteen
to seven,

In July of 1971, B Battery turned in its equipment and the battery's guidon

" was redeployed to Fort Lewis, Washington for inactivation. Battery C was

located at FSB Wade near the town of Loc Ninh in support of the ARVE 5th Infantry
Division which was conducting cross-border operations near the Cambodian village
of Snoul, A number of hard fought engagements between NVA divisions and ARWN
units occurred during that period. To maximize the use of the small number of US
Artillery batteries remaining in Military Region III, Battery A was split into
two firing platoons. One platoon supported the 2d Squadron, 11th ACR in Bimh
Duong and Tay Ninh Provinces while the other platoon was deployed approximately
sixty (60) miles to the Past near the city of Xwan Loc at FSB Olesen in support
of the 3rd Brigade of the 1st Air Cavalry Division, Thus, with only two firing
batteries remsining in Vietnam, the battalion was supporting ARVN forces and the
only US mamuever units located in Military Region III, 3

On the 22nd of July, a change of command once again tock place ard LTC Neil
A. Menzies gssumed command of the battalion. During the months of August,
September and October 1971, the battalion continued its mission of provisfing
general support reinforcing fires for the Sth ARVN Division in Birh Long Frovince,
the 24 Squadron of the 11th Armsred Cavalry Regiment and the 3d Brigade, ist
Cavalry Division. As in the past, timely and accurate artillery fires were deli-
vered without incident, During August, the battalion successfully completed the.
Anmual General Inspection conducted by Saigon Support Command. The folicwing
month the battalion successfully underwent an inspection conducted by the Office
of the Inspector, General, Headquarters MACV.




WEW Haidings of $ha hational Archives-

L RN L g e
L | R
;{ﬁ&eﬂm&_ﬁ 4 e e
=Y

.
i

Mm 73

On 18 October 1971, the 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery commenced redeployment
operations and 21l equipment wes turned in through supply channels., The majority
of the personnel subseguently departed for CONUS for separation from the Army and
reassignment while approximestely one third of the officers and men were reassigned
to units in Tietnam, Redeployment operations were completed on 20 November 1971
and the colors were sent to Fort Lewis, Washington for inactivation, thus c¢lesing
another proud and brilliant chapter in the hirtory ~F the 6th of the 27th Field
Artillery Battalion,
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