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DEP:RTMENT OF THE /RMY
/DQUARTERS 1ST INFANTRY DIVISION
APO San Francisco 96345,

Unit Identification Code: AB

AVDB-T

SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned (RCS CSFOR-65) 1 May 1967 -
31 July 1967

I, Significant Organization and Activities
A, - Introduction

1, This Operational Report-lLessons Leamed covers the reporting
period 1 May - 31 July 1967, During this period the lst Infantry Division
continued to conduet combat operatims designed to locate and destroy Viet
Cong (VC) and North Vi:tnemese Army (NVA) forces and installations in the
III Corps Tactical Zon. (CTZ), Operation MANHATTVN continued into this
marter with a large arms cache and substantiel amounts of enany supplies
being captured or destroyed, Operation DALLAS ‘took place in an area
east of Highway 16, from the SONG BE River south toward TN UYEN, The
significent aspect of this operation was the destruction of the VINH LOI
Woods, There were no major contacts with the enemy during the operation,
The lat Division then tasked the 3d Brigade to conduct Operation BLUEFIELD
in the area extending from Highway 13 east to the SONG BE River and from
Route 24 north to the XT57 east-west grdd line. A number of small base
camp complexes and one province headquarters (XT8646) wer: located along
with the capture of moderate amounts of enemy supplics and equipment, This
operatimn alsc insured the Division that there were no large énemy forces
within rodket/mortar range of PHUOC VINH or LAI KHE, although the threat
remained, In Operation BILLINGS the lst Division initiated its first
major offensive operation into ths VC fortified jungle stronghold of War
Zone D, Two major engagements with eneny forces occurred during this
operation, resulting in two defeats for elements of the 271lst VC Regiment,

2, The Indirect Support of the GVN Revolutionary Devclopment
Program by the lst Infantry NDivision under the name Cperation LAM SON 67
continued duwidng the reporting period, The 2d Brigade, improving its
operating techniques, began to conduct numerous cordon and search wperations
in the area. Also, work progressed on the project to clear the ONG DONG
Jungle under the code name Operation PAUL BUNYAN.

3. Base camp security continuved with greater emphasis being
placed on improving the camps' securits ard fortificatioms. Numerous
resupply convoys wore conducted without a major engagement through areas
that were formerly under Viet Cong contivl. One such convoy moved from
QUAN 1L0I in the north to DI AN in the south, Snipers and mines continued
to be a major road hazard.

B, Organization

1. The lst Infantry Division continuved to occupy four major base
camps, ot DI AN (XT895065), PHU LOI (XT854160), LAI KHE &‘765380), and
PHUOC VINH (XT963490), and a forward base srea at QUAN LOI {XT818905),
The division forward command post was located at LAI KHE ‘from 10 June 1967
to 8 July 1967 when it returned to DI AN for the remainder of the
reporting period. '
DOWNGRADED AT 8 YFAR INTERVALRY
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
DOD DIR 5200.10
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2, Significant changes in organization did occur during the
reporting period, The division's tacticalstrength was augmented in May
1967 by the arrival in Vietnam of the 6th Battalion, 15th Artillery.
Attached by US.RV General Order 2433 to the 1lst Division Artillery, the
6-15 Artillery increased the artillery support available to the Division
from four battalions organic by TOLZE to a total of five ariillery battalions.
The 6-15th Artillery consists of three firing batteries and a HQ & HG
battery of 105mm towed Howitzers., The battalion operates from LAI KHE
and consists of 34 officers, 2 warrant officers, and 546 enlisted personnel,

3. A major reorganization of the disision's infantry battalions
was initlated durin; the reporting period, in aceordance with USARFAC
General Order Number 30, dated 7 February 1966, With the addition of cne
rifle company, a battalion S~-5 and a combat support company, the reorganized
infantry battalion will consist of four rifle companies, a heedquarters
and headquarters conpany, and a combat support company. The reorganigation
gives the division ninc additional line companies. By providing enough
personnel to leave three companies at each brigade camp for base security,
the rerlaccment packets release three infantry battalicns for conmbat
operations.

a. 3Jecrganization of the rifle company, the hecadquarters
and hcadquarters conpany, and the combat suprort company will be according
to USARFAC MTCE's 7-18., 7-16E, and 7-176T, resyuctively, DMNodification
by a lst Division General Order will attach the reconnaissance platoon
and surveillance suction to headquarters ani headcuarters company from
the combat supjort company. The headguarters company commander will spend
the major portion of his time at the battalion forward command post during
field operations and will be responsible {or forward command post activities,
The combat support compeny commander is to be responsible for command rost
activitics and sceurity activities at the battalionts rcar base,

b, Additional personnel for the ccmbat support company
and the fourth rifle company will come from replacement packets sent from
CONUS and from existing division resources. On 22 July 1967 the fourth
rifle companies (about 130 personnel each) for the 1st and 2d Brigades
arrived in VUNG TalU. The 3d Brigade!s D Company packets arrived in VIWG
TAU on 28 July. The three existing linc compenies of each battalion have
provided a percentage of experienced personnel, not exc.eding 15% of their
authorized strength, in exchenge for new D Company persornels at the ond
of the reporting pericd the new rifle companies had begun a 70-day
training periud before they engage in regular combat operations by
rotating in the field with the other companies cf the battalion. The
training program includes individual environmental training, unit and
company training, and base camp patrolling and security.

Ce. Intellipence
1. Enemy Order of Battle

as. The total estimated strength of the enemy military
threat in the 1lst Infantry Division area of interest is 17,515 personnel,
This figure represents a combat strenght of 15,515 and 2,000 logistical
personnel vho support main force elements,

. be Reinforcements arc available from outside the division's
arw, of intercst, From the west is the 10lst NVa Int Regt; from the
southwist, D14 Local Force Bng from the south, lst, 2d, 4th, 5th, 6th,

7th, and 8th battalions of the 1854 Reglment, COf these battalions from

the 1654 Regt the primary intercst is with 2d, A4th, and Tth battalions,
From the southeast is the DONG NAI VC MF Inf Bn and the 2d and 3d battalions
of thc 275th VC Inf legt; from the east is the seéurity clement of MR-1,

and the 8Li NVA Artillery Regiment.
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¢e The 7th NVA Division consists of 165th NVA Infantry
Regiment, 141st NVA Infantry Regiment and probably acquired control of
the 10lst NVA Infantry Regiment in May 1967, to provide it with a full
complenent of subordinate tactical units. The division has been o the
move with the Division Hezdquarters element located in TAY NINH Province
(XT4280) in early May, then moving imto BINH LONG Province (XU010) in
July 1967. It is belioved that the 52d NVA Regiment has been deactivated
to provide replacemonts for other main force units,

(1) The 165th NVA Infantry Negiment remained unlocated
throughout the reporting period, but is believed to be in War Zone "Ch,
The possibility also exists that the 165th NVA Inf Rert has taken over
the security mission of the WFish Hook" (XT5595) area in place of the
2724 VC Regt, which departed during the last week in June and there is
also soms evidence of an unidentified regiment west of CHaN THANH (XT766630)
which may be the 165th NVa Inf RQegt.

(2) The LAst NVa Regt remained in cast-central
War Zone "C" until early July when it moved to the vieinity of AN 10C -
QUAN LOT and is belicvid to still be in that general arco west of the
SONG EL fiver, Recent contacts by USSF SIGMA teams reveal the presence

‘of mein force units vicinity XT8799, which could possibly be clements of

the 14lst legts The unit is considered to be combat effuctive, despite
losscs sufiered during the encounter of 11=-12 July, and coasequently

.poscs a threat to friendly installations in BINH LONG Province,

(3) The 101st NVA Inf Regt has remained in the 25th
Infantry Division's TaOl, However, as lcng as the regiment remains in
the general area northwest of Dall TIENG it is possible that it could
turn from its obvicus targets of SUOL DA, DAU TIENG, ana TAY NINH and
astrike unexpectedly at CIDG ‘posts such as MINH THaNH.

de The 9th VC Division consisting of the 271et VC Infantry
Rogiment, 272d VC Infantry Regiment, and the 273d VO Infantry legiment
has been operating in the same general area throughout the reporting reried
excopt for the 272d VO Inf Zegt which has moved from the "Fish Hook" area
(XT5691) into FHUOC LGNG Province (XU9510). The employment of the 273d
VC Inf ficgt in the DONG NAI River area was,one of the first indications
that this unit has been resubordinated to the 9th VC Div, probably
replacing the 101st NVa Regt.

(1) The 271st VC Qlegt since June 1967, was bolieved
to be offonsively disposed and capable of mounting regimental size attackse
It has remained in the southern portion of PHUOC LONG Province and became
heavily engaged with elements of the 1lst Infantry Divisicn on 17 June.
During mid-June the 271st VC Regt suffered heavy casualties and spent the
next three weeks racovering from these lossvs and refitting for future
operations. Indications were that the 27lst VC Regt coordinated with the
8LA Artillery legiment and probably provided security forces for the
rocket battalion in the attack on FHUOC VINH on 27 Julys The 271st is
probably alsc responsible for the mortar rounds fired on PHUOC VINH.

(2) The 2724 VC Regt remained in tho "Fish Hook"
area undergoing training and performing a security mission until about
the first week of July. A rallier from the 272d VC Regt stated that the
wilt traveled well to the north around LOC NINH., It is possibly now
located east of LOC NINH in westorn FHUOC LONG, The union of the 2724
VC Regt with the remaindar of the 9th VC Division would considerably.
enhance the latter!s offensive capabilities,

C ONFIDENT AL
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(3) ‘The 273d VC Zegt was lucated in the LONG HGUY.N

Secret Zone (X¥TL050) in corly May,

Documents taken f rom the bodies of

three VC killed during tho rocket and morter attack «f BIEN HOA on 12 May,
gave prevabie identification of the 27234 VC-legt and specifically the
regimeatal mortar company. The attack cf BIEN HOA was followed immediately
by murtar attacks on TAN UYEN and PHUGC VINH, The three attacks were
prohably coordinatod actions by the 9th VC Division.
tho 273d VG 'wgb in the DONG NAI River area indicates that this unit has
buen resubordinated to the 9th VO Dlwision, probably replacing the 10lst
N7a “legts The 273d Regt reportedly moved to the west into the "Catcherts

¥itt" area ain the bow of the 30NG BE and DONG NAI Qy.vers.

The employment of

The "Catcherts

ditt* has leng been used as a base area for the unit and was used as the

sigringboard for the attack on BIEN HOA airbasc on 12 iy,

agent reports

r.ndicated that the 273d VC Regt would again attack the Biiiv {IOA - LONG
Scattured engaguents along
{he DONG NAI River during late July with clements of the lst US Infantry

BINH complex irn the latter part of July.

Division may havz deleyed such a rlan for the rresent,

However, the

273d could turn to cther targets in the area such as TAN UYEN or FHUOC
Tall UYEN was hit with

VINH or targets in the mid-LaM SON area.
aprroximately 10C 8lxa mortar rounds on 27 and 25 July.
possibly been the 273d VC legt.

This could have
It is suspected that elements: of the

273d VC Qegt with olemonts of the 84A Artillery legt werc involved in the
attack on PHU LOI (XT840152) on 29 July 1967.

e, The accupted locations of confirmed enemy units within
the st Div TaOI and alorg its periphery are:

UNIT

5th VG Div
2Lth NVA AABn

274th VG Inf fegt
275th VC Inf Regt

Tth ¥Va DIV
165th NVA Inf “cgt
1idst NVA Inf legt

101st NVA Inf Regt
Hq & Spt Units

9th VG Div
271st VC Inf Regt

2724 VC Inf legt
2734 VC Inf Qegt
Hg & Spt Units
224 VC Arty Bn
24th VC AA Bn

69th VC Artillery Cmd

52d VO arty Bn
56th VC A4 Bn
58th \C Arty Bn
84A NVA Arty Regt
Hq & Spt Units

L6th VC Recon Bn of COSVN
66th VC Base Sccurity Regt

725th NVA Sniper Bn

DONG Nil ‘VC MF Inf Bn

PHU 10I VC IF Inf Bn
1st Bn 1654 Tegt
3d Bn 1654 Regt

STRENGTH
Ly 475
250

1,65
1,500

6,5%
1,850
1,650

2,090
1,000

6,205
1,500

570
335
400
Unk
30

CULENT

CBT EFFECTIVINASS PiOBABLE LOCATION

Marginal
Unk

CBT ZFFECTIVE
CBT EFFECTIVE

CET LFFECTIVE
CBT EFFECTIVE
CBI' EFFECTIVE

CBT EFFECTIVE
Unk

CBT TFFICTIVE
CBT EFFECTIVE
CBT EFFECTIVD
C3T EFFECTIVE
Unk
Unk
Unk

CBT EFFECTIVE
CBT EFFLCTIVD
CBT CFFECTIVE
CBT EFFECTIVE
CBT EFFECTIVE
CRT EFFECTIVE
Unk
Unk
Unk -
CBT EFFECTIVE
CBT EFFECTIVE
Unk
CBT EFFECTIVD

FHUCC TUY

FHUOC TUY

FHUOC TUY

2 Bn BIEN HOA/LONG
KHANH BO:DER

1st Bn FHUOC TUY
TaY NINH

TAY NINH

TAY NINH or castern
BINH LONG

TaY NINH

BINH LONG

THUOC LONG
FHUOC LONG
FHUOC LONG
LONG KHANH
PHUOC LONG
War Zone "D
War Zone "D"

TaY NINH
TAY NINH
TAY NINH
TAY NINH
LONG XHaNH
TLY NINH
BINH LONG
UNLOCATED
UNLOCATED
LONG KHaNH
BINH DUONG
UNLOCATED
DI AN DISTRICT

CONFIDERYAL
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f. Strength and Dispositons of administrative Units

UNIT STRENGTH CURIENT FROBARLS LOCAT1ON

76th leplacement Tegt 500+ PHUOC LONG/CUANG DUC Frovince Border
48tk Trans Bn 4,00 UNLOCATED in War Zone "C"

8lst lcar Service Gp 500 UNLOCATED IN War Zone "DM

83d Rear Service Gp 900 BINH DUONG

85th 2cor Service Gp 180 UNLOCATED IN BINH LONG Province
86th Rear Service Gp 500 Posgsibly in vic Y2829

.2, Enemy forces in the lst Inf Div TACI arc considered to be
in an cffensive posture at the clos¢ of the reror*ing yeriod, The emphasis
has shiftoed f rom infantry attacks by the enemy to lunger range mortar snd
cocket attacks,

a, 122:m rockets were usud during the rast three months
vith limited success, The rockets are normally cmployod ob ranges hetween
7,000 and 10,000 meters. The rocket has a minimunm runge ¢f 2,000 meters
and & maxdimum range <f 11,000 meters. No launcher for the 122mm recket
has been obtained by five world forces. It is believed thit the minimum
clevation is.10 degrees with a uaximm elevation of /42 dugrecse It dis
nccessary to em loy tre rocket from a launch position whic~ has mesk
clearance. As a result of this method of employment, it is normally
employed in small valleys or stream beds rwming in the general direction
of the target. It arpears that the VG/NVA forces desire tc employ this
weapon near streams and rivers on which they may use small sampans, in
order to relicve the necessity of man-packing the rocket. It is nermally
transported in two mojor scections, the rocket body and the motor in one
section, containce, in a canvas carrying case. Two people nermally carry
the casv. The war head, which contains 22 pounds of RDX, TNT, and aluminum
powder as its. 1xplosive filler, is carried in another canvas casc by one
man ana has a small pocket attached where the fuse remains until time to
onplace the rocket, The rocket launcher vnit is beldieved to travel in
aprroximately a battalion-size unit, 1t is customary to yreparce individual
positions prior t¢ preparation of the launcher positions The launcher
position may be preparsd in a reletively few heurs, judging from evidence
found at one of the izuncher positions. It is believed that the positions
myy be prepared using sticks as measuremcnts for the launcher legs in
order to have the launcher position fully prepared before as-cmbling and
emylacing the launcher, It is believed the launcher woighs appreximately
10C-20C pounds, and breaks into loads of 4O pounds or less. Due to the
sceurity force that is cmployed with the launcher unit, it is believed
that the launcher is frr more crilical in supply than the rcckets, The
war head has three O seltinge: super quick, shurt delay, and long
delay, Nermally the sucer quick sotting is useéd when the rocket is being
empluyed against rarqed cireraft in orderto take advantage of maxdrmm
shrapnel effect, Tne var head liner has a designed fragmentation pattern.
The short delay fuse is used against normal building structures for
damage and infliction of persvincl casualties, The long delsy fuse
setting is utilized against reinforced or protected or hardened targets.
The super quick fuse setting detcnates the round sc repidly that the
crater is approximately the same size as that of an 82rm morter crater.
The short delay setting allows the war heed to penetrate int- soil or .
other similarly hard surfaces for the short distance and pr.duce a erater
approrimately 48 by 9 fect in diameter. The crater is nermally teardrop
shaped and is elongated “n the direction of the launcher, The long delay
fuse setting allows tho war head to penetrate arproximitely 10 feet, and it
thereby produces an explosion completely undergrcund <«r inside bunker
positions., No duds have ever been known to cecur on the 122mm war head,
The most effective defense currently available against attack by rockets
of the 122m size is extensive surveillance and reconnaissance of all useable
launch sites witnin a 2,000 meter to 11,000 meter radius of the suspected
target, Indicati~ns aro that the 122mm rocket crews can fire rockels at
the rate of one each two minutes per launcher.
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. b. The Viet Cong have been reported using a new type
minc. During engagements in late July, troops of the 1lst lnfantry Division
roported sceing & mine suspended from a tree by a rope, The mine was the
apiroximate size and shape of a basketball ard was swung to a position

to the rear of fricndly troeps and detonasted. This is the first report

of the use of such a "Basketball Mine" in the lst Infantry Divisiocn arca,

3« By destroying the enemy's jungle haven with bulldozaers
and chemical defoliation, the VC have becn unebls t. maintoin’tactical
integrity of the local force units, In many cases thay have been forced
toc divide the units into small teams to cperate in the lccel villages.

L4e VG losses for the reporting peried include:
a. 655 VC KIa (BC)
be 12 Pits captured
c, 723 individual weapons cajturcd
ds  160,3 tems of rice captured or Jdestroyed
e, 1,510 grenades capturcd or destroye'd
f. 10 tens of salt ceptured or destroyed

g 374,495 rournds of small arms ammnition captured or
destroyed

he 476 pmines captured or destroyed
D. Combat 0;.ex'etioqs

1, General: During the reporting period the lst Infantry
Division continued military operations to extend and to consclidate the
governnent of Vietnam!s control and influence in the ITI Corps Tactical
Zene (CTZ). Six operations wers conducted within and outside of the
division's assigned Tactical srea of Responsibility (Ta0), These operations
were HaRVEST MOON and MANHATTAN, which begarduring the previcus reporting
reriod, DaILi3, BLUEFIELD, BILLINGS, and LaM SON 47, Increased attention
was given to the overwatch of Special Forces Camrs and friendly milit
installations wathin the lst Division's Tactical irea of Interest (TASB.

2, Operaticn H.VEST MOON: Operation HaRVEST MOON continued
from the jrevious reporting period., As was formerly reported the operation
commenced on 5 April 1967 with the lst Infantry D.visicon securing the
encineer construction site at BUNARD (¥T270888). During the period the
engincers built a Special Forces~CiDG camp and an airfield carable of
landing C-130 aircraft at that location. Scveral VO basc camps were
located in the arca; however, Lhero was no contact or significant enemy
activity cbserved in the area. On 9 May 1967 the lst Infantry Division
terminated its particiration in Operation HARYEST MOON and repositioned
the infantry battolion amd artillery elements to QUAN LOIL by fixed wing
aircraft.

3. Oporation MANHATTAN: Opcration MANHATTAN was cfficially
iniviated in the previous report: period on 23 April 1967 with the.’
11th Armored Cavalry legiment (<) (attached tc the 1st Divisicn) end the
3d brigade., The latter conducted air assaults into multiple landing
zores L7) within tho area of operations, The general area of operations
cneengys ud & strip extending nerthwest from the “"Iron Triangle! to the
Michelun Plantation between the SAIGON River and Highway 13.

COMNFIDENTIAL
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The purposc of the operation was to Cestroy the BINH DUONG Frovince
Comuttee, and eloments of Military legion Four (Mi 1V) and VG/NVA
installations, Intelligence indicated the Viet Cong had logistical

bases and installations in the area, These installations had becn
destroyed during Operation CEDAR FALLS and were rebuilt and reused by

the V0 irmcdiately after .Qperation CEDaR FALLS terminated. During
Uperavion MaNHATTAN continued emphasis was placed upon the employment

of the comhined arms tuan of armor/meqhanized ard infantry forces,
although no major contacts werc made with VG/NVA forces, substantial
amvunts of enemy arms, mnitions, foodstuffs, and riscellanccus equipment
were cepturcd or destroyed. On 3 May 1967, at ccordinates XT560390, a
single arms cache, bolieved to be the largest encounterci on the ground
to aate in the Vietnom War, was captured. The find incluued some 350
weapons and 314,450 rounds of assorted munitions. The wporction torminated
on 11 Moy 1967. Gontact with the VC in the arca ¢f ¢ crations was light
throughout the duration of the operation. One objective whiich was not
achieved was the carturc or destruction of the BINH DUONG Frovince
Committee and elemants of M IV, Both armored ground forcos and airmobile
infanmbry moved with cise throaghout the cper:ticnal arce, vwhich imdicates
the VC decided to flec :» thor than fight to 1roteet their sitorial caches,
The successful exploitosion of anformation about cuches from a CHIEU HCI
fren Operation CODu? FullS helped make the operation £ ruitful in finding
cnery supply dunmps. The cperation resulted in 15 US KHa, 233 US WHA;

18 tanks, 9 AFC's, Ll dozer, and 1l grader damaged; and 3 .fC!'s and 1 5 ton
wrecker destroyed. VG Llesses for the operation were 123 KIA (BC), 17

Fid, 467 tons of rice, 1 ton coment, 1 ton of salt, 101 CBU's, 55 gallons
of diesel oil, 2,838 lbs of TNT, 2,760 lbs of dried fish, 109 shaped
charges, 1,1 tons of wheat, 5,261 mortar rounds, and 2,457 grenades,
Equipment captured was 159 tons cof rice, 1 US Starlight scope, 20 tons

of salt, 430,548 rounds of small arms armmnition, 271 mortar rounds,

123 grenades, 472 mines, 10 bottles of penicillin, and miscellancous items.

4, Operation DALLAS: Operation DALIAS comnenced on 170534H
Moy 1967 with the lst Infantry Division roinforced by the 1-1lth Armored
Cavalry logimont (OFCON lst Div). On 12 May 1967 the Viet Cong launched
a rockct attack on BIEN HCA Air Force Baso vsing Sovict made 122mm rockcts,
Simultaneous mortar attasks werc conducted on PHUOC VINH and TAN UYLN,
T reaction to thosc attacks Opcration DALLAS was conducted a gainst
VG/NVA forces and installations in an asrea cxtending cast from Route 16,
from the SONG BE ivor south to TaN UYEN and the ONG LONG Jungle, and the
VINH LOI Wouds to the west of Route 16, The opcrational arca included
the major VC routcs of movement from War Zone D inte the TaN UYDN/SAIGON
arca, Both alimobile and armor/mechanized forces were employed, The
VINH IOI Woods, which had been a major VC base arca, was destroyed by
mechanized forces using lQome plows, The timng of the operation enabled
the 1st Infantry Division to maintain forces astride the majer VC supply
routes, botween War Zone D and the TAN UYEN/SAIGCN arca, ‘during twe
Vicvtnamose holideys that included a 24 hour ceasc fire «n the sucond
holiday, thus deterring any movement and/or resupply along that route,
Minor contact was made with enemy forces in the operational area. although
it would be entirely jossible that the VO/NVA forcss had loft the area,
there is a high probability that they remained, This prcbebility is
reinforced when one considers that the area had not been theroughly
searched for scven menths, thersby allowing .amile time for construction
of base camps, If the validity of this )robability is acceptable, one
may conclude the VC/NVA will fight only at the time and place of his
choosing. apparently they were not prepared to counter the forces deployed
in the opurational area; therefore, they avoided contacte The operation
was characterized by multi~battalion search and destroy operations: that
ware succossful in locating a number of small enemy base camps, Sporaddc
contact was rade with’the enemy. On 22 May the 1-11 ACQ made contact with
an unknown size ¥C force resulting in 4 US KHA and L VC KTIa (BC).
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Later that dey.in tne same area, vic X1026307, the same unit engaged a
VC force and killed 3 VC (BC)s The operation terminated at 250600H
May 1967, Cperation JALLSS resulted in 4 US KHA, 81 US WHa; 4 tanks,
5 aFCts, 1 VIR, 2 UH-1D's, and 1 OH-13 daraged; 1 truck, 1 UH-1D, and
3 AIC's destroyed, Inomy logses were 17 VC KIA (xc) s 6 dutainecs;

20 tons of rice, 19 bottles of renicillin, 9 small arms, 515 rounds of
small arms ammnition, 30 claymores, and 40 grenades cepturcd; and-

53 artillery/mortar rounds, 17 mines, 27 tons of rice, 104 bunkers,

30 1bs of peamuts and miny miscellanecus items destroyeds

5. Cperation BIUEFIELD: The 3d Brigade, 1st Infantry Division
initiatdd Upcration BLUEFIELD on 051100H June 1967 by making a multi-
batialion combat agsault to conduct combat reconnaissance and to destroy
VC/NVA forces in an oporational arca that extended approximatoly 12
kilometers north and 13 kilemeters northeast of LaI KHE, bounded by
ccerdinatus XT7440, XT7454, and cast to the GUNG BS lidver. The opecration
was intended to reassert the influcnce of the lst Infantry Jivision in
an area in which operations had nct been conduected, in ferec, since Cctober
1966. Intelligence indicated thet the area was the scene of much Viet
Cong activity pricr teo the operation, The division us.d one brigade
headquarters, three infantry battalions, one infantry battalion éémccha.nized),
and onc cavelry squadron during the operation, ~ nwter of small baso
camps, tuancl complexes and cne VO grovince headousrters (XT8646) were
Iceatel along with the citure of moderate amounts of Viaut Cong supplius
and equipment. The op.-»tional arca was characterized by & large amount
of ines and Looby trags., Many base camps had overhead cover on the
bunkers and connceting tunnel systems, Sume structures including tunnels
had reinforced stecl and concrete supports and cvidence indicated scme VO
grours had recently Jeparted the base camp prior te the arrival of friendly
trcops, This was uvidenced by hot foud and het ashes, Friendly clements
did not ungage any sizezble VC units but did receive syporadic sniper fire
indicating the VC chose not tc defend their installations, but rather to
deploy individual snipers and conduct harrassing activities, The size
amd type ctiucturcs discovered indicated this area to be a yossible Mswcure!
arca used by the VO for refitting amd retraining of elements of the 273d
V¢ Regiment anu possibly other elements of the 9th VC liivision, 4as a
result of the operation, the division was able to insure that there was
ne large cnemy force within rocket/mortar range of FHULC VINH or LAI KiE
in the opcrational area., The operation terminated 09L500H June 1967,
Cperation BLUEFIZL! resulted in 1 US KHA, 2 US WHa and nc US couapment
lossus, The VC loss.s were 1 VC KIA (Bcs, 23 small arms, 2 hand grenades
(cHICCHM), 311 rounds of small arms ammunition captured; 139 CHICCI hend
grenades, 11 S7mm erounds, 100 bDlasting caps and miscellaneous items destroyed.

6. vperation HILLINGS: The lst Infantry Livision initiated its
first major ope ation in War Zone I} on 1211LLH June 1967. The purpose of
the operation was twofold; first, to locate and destroy the 271st VG Qegt
and scvcond, to search the area north of PHUOC VINH to destroy basc camps
and cnery forces in the crea of interest and provide sceurity to EHUOC
Vikile The general area of operations extended from fHUCC VINH n-.rth to
TN LUAN and from three thousand meters west of the StNG EE liver east to
the LaCH [aT and SUOL HUR Rivers, iuring the operation, the lst Infantry
Division umjloyed two brigade headquarters, cight infontry hattelions, and
one cavalry squadron, FPrior to the operation intelligence reports indicated
that since the 1lst of April 19€7 there had becn numerous reyorted VC unit
sightings in the area of interest, A total of 7 battalion, 9 regimontal
and 1 divisional headquarters unit sightings had been reported. Units
of the 1st Infantry Division made contact twice with elements of the 271st
VC Regt that wore in the operational area. The:first batile occurred
on 14 Junc when a rifle company moved into a VC base camp area at XT93€6
that had buen bombed by 2 B-52 raid 48 hours earlicr, after a sharp
neeting cngagement the VO withdrew. The sacond battle occurred on 17 dune
1967. Both hattles were fought noar XCH B (XT9668), The conflict began
in the afternoon when two US infantry battalions were moving from south
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to north into a landing zone. As the two battalions propared to dig in
and patrol their immediste front before mightfall, they began to recatve
sporadic cnuny firo from the wost., The eneny fire built up rapialy and
goon a main VO attack was launchod from the north. & sceond attack was
launched from the scuth minutes later, Small unit probing by the VO,

was conductred all around the landing zone. Snipers from the trees began
to fire into the landing zone, Cixty millimster nortars rositioned

600 meters northeast of the lawding zone began firing into the area.

The cuntact lasted for nbout 45 minutes. a quick sesrch of .the wood

line around the landing zcne yiclded a wounded VC. Throuch Interrogation
and from documents in his possussion it was Geteriined that the lst
Battalion of the 271st VC Regt launched the attack, The wounded W
statud that his unit was to assemble approximotoly 4 Filomcthers northwest
of tha landing zone, ‘“ocuments taken from a dead VO conleined a sketch
map of a stream line with unit identification indiecating tuvlr asscmbly
position. From the information taken £ rem the IW and the sketch maps, the
VC assunbly aree was leented and artillery and airstrikes wre placed into
the arca, Enery losscs durlng the encounter were €0 VG XIa (3C) on 14
June 1967 and 222 VG Ki.. (LC) on 17 Junc 19€7. The rest «f ihe operation
did not recsult in any significant onemy contact. Cf significanée is the
fact that cxdsting landing zones were improved and enlarged and Route 1A
nerth of THUGC VINH was iaproved, VC bage camps and way stations in the
northern area of inturest for the sceurity of FHUOC VINH were located and
destroyerd, Farticular emphasis was placed upon the destruction of such
installations aleng the cast-west line of VO comunications from War

Zong C to War Zone Iy Valuable information was gainud of the area which
will surport future orcrations in War Zone D, Cf rarticular significance
was the acquiring of an appreeiation of the limiting Factors of operating
in War Zenc Do The type of Jungle sncountered was considerably denser
than that previously orercted in by the Division., Fewer oren areess
sultable for use as landing zones exist in War Zone D. The operation
terminated on 261036H June 1967. The results of the operation werd 57
US KHn, 197 Uo WHA, 347 VC KIA (BC), 1 PW, 1 detaince, 3 small arms, 1
RFG-2, 4 machine guns, 17 grenades, 2 tons of rice, 16 base camys, 338
fighting bunkers, 38 military structures, 511 rounds of swall orums
ammnition, and miscellaneous items,

7. Unnamed (porations after BILLINGS

a, AL STRIKE: after Uperatinon DALLAS, continued interest
was shown in At STRIKE, the same area covered in (peration DALLAS, A
minirun of one infantry bL-ttalion operated in the area, Joint allied
oporations with ALVN marines were conducted in the area. buring July the
1lst Brigade operated with a total of five battalions in AC STRIKE from
a forward comaand rost located at TAN UYEN, Cn 18 July 1967 vic YT059286
the 1-2 Infantry made cont:ct with an wnknown size force of VC in a base
canp, Claymores and mines were cffectively used by the VO against the
attacking US troops, As a result of thc contact there were 7 US KHA,
28 US WHy, and 5 V¢ KIA (RG), Artillery and airstrikes placed in the
area are believed to have inflicted a larger number of cusualties upon
the enemy, but the density of the jungle did not permit acrial observation
of the withdrawing enemy force,

b, Highway 13: Aftur (peration-BILLINGS the 3! Brigade
conductod a major road clearing operation betwren LAY KHE and QUAN LOI
aleng with scarch and destrcy operations in the brigade TA(?  and' overwatch
of Syecial Forces Camps in the brigade TACGI. (n 11 July 1967 QUaN ICT,
al I+ C an? the o ,VN outjwost at Tub HUNG icome undér mortar/ducoilless
riflo attacks. At QUAN LI a ground raid” by VC to attempt to aestray
the artillery and to divert US attenticn was conducted resulting in
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7 US KHA and 27 US WHA, Enemy losses were 7 VC KIA (BC), Meanwhile
the 1l4lst NVA Regiment conducted a major assault against two companies
of the 2-9 ARVN Infantry ot TAM HUNG, Artillery from QUAN LOI to
include 1lst Division Forward Air Controllers (FAC) gave fire support
to the ARVN, This action resulted in 119 NVA KIA (BC). On 14 July
QUAN LOI received 30 rounds of 82mm mortar fire resulting in 6 US KHA
and 11 US WHA, VC casualbies are unknown,

c. Mortar/Rocket attacks: On 27 July the lst Brigade
basc camp abt PHUCC VINH came under mortar and rocket attack. A total
of 73 82m mortar rounds and 86 122mm rocket rounds were received,

This was the first time that a 1st Infantry Division unit had received

a rocket attack from VO/NVA forces in Vietnam, US casualtics were

12 US KHA and 72 US WHA, A reaction force sent out to clear the rocket
launching area located the rocket positions as well as two dead and two
wounded VC from the 271st VC Regiment., Again on 29 July the Division
Artillery base camp at PHU LOI, within the 2d Brigaeéet!s TAOR, came under
moetar and rocket attack, 4 total of 200 82mm mortar and 49 122mm
rocket rounds were received, US casualties ware 2 US KHA and 63 US WHA,

8. Operation L:M SON 67: Ais reported in previous reports
Operation LAM SON contimues, Of particular significance is the name
LA:I SON itself and its history which has not been mentioned in previous
reports, 1In the year 1,06 the Chinese, then under thc MING Dynasty
(1368-1644), for the sccond time, invaded Vietnam., Ihe country was
heavily exploited, and measures were irstituted to force the Vietnamese
people Lo accept Chinese customs and traditions, In 1427 a Vicbnamese
aristocrat named LE 10I organized an army ond rallied it at a mountain
named L} SON in THNH HOA Province in north-~central Victnam, This
mountain was used as a staging area against the Chinesc tyrants from
1406-1437, 1IE LOI's army fought the Chinese using guerrilla tactice ard
eventually defeated the Chinese in 1437. The name LAM SON today has the
connotation of protecting the Republic of Vietnam from the North Viet-
namese and the Viet Cong in order to preserve its independence and nct
be subverted by Rcd Chinese influence frem the north, Thus the rame
LAM SON is really more that & name--it reflects the streng nationalistic
attitude of the South Vietnamese, Because thé lst Infantry Division is
supporving the Vietnamese people maintain their independence the name
;.1 SON was chosen for the division's Revolutionary Devclopmert Support
Operation LaM SON,

During this reporting period Operation LAM SON 67 which started
0207C1H February 1947 was continued under the control of the 24 Brigade,
lst Infantry Division, A detailed account of the operation is found in
the 2d Brigade Operational Report on Lessons Learned, dated 6 tugust 1967,

During the reporting period intelligence support of the Revolutionary
Development Progrom was centered around the task of devising an organization
and system that would provide rapid, accurate, and updated information
on cny phase of intelligence in the IAM SON area, To provide this, an
information folder was prepared on eacn village and hamlet in the Lak
SON arca, The group consists of 179 folders and each contains a black
list, VC incidents, agent reports, coordination reports (information
obtained from other agencies), census, grievances, history of friendly
operations, economic importance, capability of food producition, and an
aerial photograph or schematic drawing of the village or halet, Each
folder is updated daily and reviewed weekly. This infornatien is made
available to any unit on a neced to know bagis, A supplementafy
intelligence report is preparcd deily. All information of an imtelligence
nature on the' LAM SON area is compiled into one report and disseminated
into ARVN and Allied ogencies in the immediate III Cerps arca on o nged
to know bosic, An Order of Battle bookiet on mejor units in the LaM SON
area has been prepared and contains fKi's, type weapon and number in
each unit, tactics used in the past, personalities, and all battles and
their results, ilso 2 unit locatjon OB is mainteined cn maps in order
that routes and patterns of units can be traced,
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' During the pdod, the availibility of informaWlon on VC infra-
structure inereesed, particularly in the area of cover and letber box
numbers, The logical nnd orderly organization of this nuterial has
resulted in a wider disseaminstion of the information and has mede it
readily available for retrievel, . A very complete personality file has
been Initinted which covers the LAM SON area, The file consists of
information on’an individuels age, sex, job in the VC unit, past
agsignments, and any other pertinent information that may be lelpful in
identifying him and hie actions, The infrastructure is updated daily
arrg is cross filed by unit, village, haiilet, and area dn alphabetical
orcer.,

F¥odi tcution of the Revolutionary Development Suprort Progrem took
place .luring the month of May 1967 with the ‘org ahkzafion of a MQountry
Team” in an attempb to lend divevtion and uhity Lo the efforts of
civilien aud nilitary agencies in creating a .isible etmosvhere of
sécurity td pernit’mation bullding, The “Country TeamM, cornosed
of representatives of the Provincial 0ffice of: Civilien Cperations,

BINH DUGNG Scetory- 5th ARVH Livision, and'the 2d'Brigade, wes organized
and will mect bi-monthly in an attempt to unify the assets, expertise, -
and plans of tha civil ~m military cgencies towards insuring the success
of the Revolutionary Devclopment, Program, Joint commitbecs ;o planning
groups have been organized to sstablish priorities of inter:st and to
orlent the militery and civil operations into a wnifivd effort, The
dmmediate evaluetion of Lhis organization camnot be made 2t this time,
however, it is anticipatud that a mejor improvement will be rcelized

in futuie Revolutionary Development activities,
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E, Training
1, For the period 1 May - 31 July 1967 thc following is the
breakdown of battalicn days which units spent in training, troop movements,
and operalions:

OPN: LAM SON 67 MANHATTAN DALLAS BLUEFIELD BILLINGS HARVEST MOON OTHER

MAY 65 3 27 0 0 9 170
JUN 53 0 0 19 72 0 151
JuL - T =2 o2 2 2 2 .236%
Total 194 3 27 19 72 9 5

2, Listed below ias a breskdown of battalion days by mission:

S&D ROAD ASE &S CARE &

OPNS SCTY SCTY OPS EN ROUTE MAINT
MAY 89 54 131 10 13 1n
JUNE 57 43 168 I 26 2
oy @ 16 1w 14z 9
Total 27 115 478 25 13

3, The training postire of the division remained excellent during
the revorting period. The major training activities conducted were as
follows:

a. Replacement .Training: This program has been reorganized.
It consists of a 61 hour course, 75% of which is practical worl, Twenty
per cent of the training is conducted at night, The f ollowing number of men
attended replacement training dwring the reporting period:

1st Brigade 679
2d Brigede 503
3d Brigade 618
Div Arvy 722

Spt Cmd 80
0T ‘3—%, 2

b, Fourth Rifle Company Training: Th. division received its
fourth rifle company packets during the month of ¢2ly, These campanies
began a 75 day training period which started with individual envirommental
training, This is being followed by unit training (souad, platoon, end
company) and will culminate with the gradual introduction of thess units
into ever more demanding combat roles until they ere fully integrated into
divisional operations,

¢. Mobile Training Team: The.division has organized this
team to train small unit leaders, The MIT conducts training at battalion
locations during periods of stand down, One officer and 5 NCO's, all
combat experienced, conduct this training, which consists of three days
of lsctures and practical work., Subjects covered aret ambush, patrolling,
weapons, defense, moverent, and inspection as applicable to a junior
leaderts responsibility to his men, equipment and mission, During the
reporting period each Inf/Mech battalion has been visitea at least once
by the MIT. A total of approximately 1,100 junior leaders have received
this training., The program has been enthusiasticelly reccived by
commanders, staffs, and men,

d« RF Company Trairing: Under the direction of IXI CTZ and
IiFFV an experimental training program is being conducted by this division
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for o newly formed RF Company, The treining commenced en 10 July 1967 and
consists of a 17 week cycle of AIT, BCT and BUT. Training is conducted

at the 5tb ARVN Division Training Center at PHU VAN, sight US personnel
and six interpreters conduct the majority of the training. Once the
company is trained, it will be deployed in BINH CCNG Provinee, with

certain US personnel to remain on site with it until 'it is well established.

e, Mobile Advisory Teams: This is another experimental
program organized under thu direction of III CTZ and IIFFV. This divisimn
has provided 3 teame, each consisting of 1 officer amd 3 EM, to the program,
Each team is co-locatad with an RF/PF unit, Each is under the direct
control of the sub-sector advisor and has the mission of improving the
status of training and security of its RF/PF unit.

f. 'TDY Schools in and out of Vietnams Schools and number of
personnel attending are listzd belows

RECONDO 60 BN

MY L8 EM

JUSPAC 1 OFF

SURVIV & 5 EM

ARC 131 2 BM

PSYOPS 2 OFF, 1 EM
M-548 5 EM
AN/PER=G, AN/PRT-l, 1 OFF, 13 EM
iN/usc-2 37 EM

AN/GRC 106 36 EX

g. Miscellaneous Division Conducted Training Programs:

Sniper School 58
Chinook Load Rigging 28

F. Psychological dperationn and Civic Action,. Revolutionary
Developmert, Support

. 1. Gemersl: During the past quarter the iCofS, G-5 continued to
exercise staff planning and supervision over brigade 8-5's. During June
the G-5 assumed responsibility for all division civic action suprort. The
2d Brigade returned the printing pruss to the division G-5 which they
obtained whea they absorbed the Revolutionary Development Task Force
during the previous ouarter, One officer, %wo NCO's and two EM were
transferred from the 2d Brigade S-5 section to the G-5 to operate the civie
action support warchouse and the division's 1,250 W multilith printing
press, The division received a model 85 multilith printing press, a paper
cutter, a Vietnamese typewriter, and a Polaroid model 180 camera for quick
resction to psyaps requirements, As of 31 July the division has not
received the platemaker componsnt for the printing press. The press will
not be operable until the platemaker is received,

2. Psychological Operations (Psyops)

a. The rost significant psychological operatims effort
during this repoiting psriod occurred as a result of Viet Cong road cutting
activities around AN 10C during the early morning hours of 11 July 1967.
At this time the division G-5 had completed initlal studies, developed
notes and a rough outline for an extended psychological operations campaign
elang Highway 13 from SAIGON to the Cambodian border, The mport of the
Viet Cong activity reached the G~5 during the mid-afternoon of 1l July
1967, At 0830 hours the following morning 50,000 specially written leaf-
lets were distributed on each village in the AN 1OC area affected by the
Viet Cong road cuts, Leaflet distribution was carried aat with pin point
aceuracy by U-10 aireraft flying at rrec top level, Taking into account
such factors as message, timeliness, speed, acouracy of distribution,
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Viet Cong interests involved, arca-wide psychological significance, and
vulnerability of target audience, this operation was well executed and
gave the personnel concerned better knowledge of the workirg mechanics
of a standard operating procedure.

be On 27 June a Viet Cong mine destroyed a civilian bus
near the village of AP BO LA (XT8O0LL). Thirty-five civilians were killed
and ten others were injured., 1st Infantry Division Psychological Operations
personnel were rushed to the scene in order to secure photographs and
accurate information to expleit the Viet Cong atrocity. Three exploitation
leaflets were written and designed at the division., Four hundred and
fifty thousand copies were distributed in villages alons major roads in
the area of the incident,

c. Throughout the reporting period the division flew a total
of 669 psychological cperations missions. A totzl of 21,143,500 leaflets
were distributed, The monthly breakdown is: May -~ 6,104,500; June =~
6,863,000; July - 8,176,000, A total of 4134 hours of aerial loudspeaker
broadcasts were also made by the division,

d. TForty spuclal messages to exploit or support the local
current. situation werc developed during the reporting period, Seven
leaflets were directed at the following target audiences: two leaflets -
27)st VC Regiment; three leaflets - 27 June bus incident; two leaflets -
Highway 13, The remnining 33 special messages werc loudspeaker tapes
produced primarily to exploit ralliers under the National CHIEY HOX
Progran,

e. In supoort of Operation LAM SOK a total of 5,275,000
leaflets were distributed and 298.6 hours of aerial loudspeaker broadcasts
were completed during the reporting period, In support of Operatim
BILLINGS 3,180,00C leaflcts were distributed snd 19 hours of broadcasts
were completed,

f. Psychological Operations Assets in terms of eouipment
were increased starting in June vwhen a portable Psyops loudspeaker was
acouired, This loudspeaker has an output of 25 watts ond is easily carried
by one men, In July the 2,6th Psyops Campany provided an audio~-visual
truck for showing movies, film strlps ard slides as well as making loud=-
cpenker appeals, The unit is completely self-contained, needing no
external power source,

3, Civic Action

a, During the reporting period 25,934 pcrsons wore treated
under th: lst Division MEDCAP/DENTCAP Programs, An additional 3,036 persons
were given classes on hyglene and numerous patients were treated in
Vietnamese facilities where US personnel assisted. The July total repre-
sents the largest monthly totel reported this year and is believed to be
the largest monthly tobal to date, A breakdown is given below:

M June Ju
1st Drigade 1,493 1,571 1, 5Ty
2J Brigade 1,685 3,349 7,970
2d Brigade 2,664 1,419 2,297
Spt Cmd L67 L96 523
Div Mty 0 0 390
TOT.L1S 6,309 - 6,835 12,790

b. Cormodity distribution remained high, An estirmeted
minimum of 170 tons of rice, 66 tons of other foodstuffs, and 3,000 cases
of various assorted commodities were distributed to schools, orphanages,
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hospitals, churches, other worthwhile causes, and during the hamlet
festival operations, ilumecrous small personal gift type items and various
kits (school, health, textile, sewing, midwife, end physical education)
were also distributcd, However, no captured foodstuffs were turmed over
to the G-5 for distribution during this reporting period,

¢. During the. reporting period action was taken to obtain
assistance cooperation, commodities, amd other items available through
such agencies and organizations as USAID, C.HE, International Rescue
Service, and the Catholic Relief Society., A close working arrangement
is now in effect between the division and the sbove groups.

Ls Civil Affairs,

a. In June the lst Division Cormanding Gencral published
Commander's Note number 6, preparsd by the CG and concernirg the disposition
of Vietnamese private property, and the required procedurcs relative to
gsearch and seizure of Vietnamese private dwellings, The oasic gulidance
set forth was that the disposition of private property in Vietnam and
search and seizure of tuch property is the responsibility of the Vietnamese
Governments anc that civilian dwellings and other private property,
including livestock, will not be destroyed or damaged except ae the
unaveidable consequence of combat operatims,

b. On 27 June 1967 near the village of AP BO L& a Viet Cong
mine destroyed a civilian bus killing over 35, and injJuring ten persons,
1st Division.personnel provided immediate medical assistance and evacu-
ation to hospital facilities for injured persams, In aduition substan~
tial assistance was given to GVN authorities in removal, identification,
and in several instances, burial of the dead, Aside from the psychological
exploitation of this incident the contrast in behavior between the Viet
Cong and US fighting men was widely advertised by word of mouth, The
remains of several persons were delivered to both BIEN HOA and LiI THIEU;
and following a necessary display of the bodies for identification purposes,
a spontaneous anti-Viet Cang demonstration broke out in PHUOC VINH the
day following the incident, One thing which made this incident parti-
cularly atroclous was that the large majority of passengers were women
and children,

¢, It is estimated by the G-5 that fewer serious incidents
involving US/VN personnel occurred than in previous quarters, With one
exgeption there is no evidence that any incidents had an adverse effect
on the civilian population in the area, In all known inetances the
Division Provast Marshall conducted prompt investigations, while other
Division representatives paid immediate condolence vigit, and quickly
mede solatium payments, Arrangements were made for the retum of certain
property to rightful Vietnanese owners. Since the issuance of Commander's
Note number 6, no major Vietnamese complaints as to breeches of policy
relative to Vietnamese property were received by the G-5,

5. Revolutionary Devel opmsnt

a. All Psyopn activities have included material explaining
GVN objectives or accomplishmenis; and all Civic Actions have been
directed toward widenirg popular support for the GVN and improving its
public image, Particularly in the efforts which have been made in Psyops
intelligence, plenning, analysis, and in improving reporting systems,
means have been sought to better identify the proper objectives and more
accurately measurc the progress and effectiveness of on-going efforts.

CONFIDENTI4L.
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b, All activities set foeth elsewhere in this report affect
Revolutionary Development directly or indirectly.

G, Personnel and Administration
1, Personnel:

a, Strength:

OFF W0 =M AGG
Autvorized 1 May 67 947 188 14,375 15,588
Auaorized 31 Muly 67 1,011 166 15,425 16,598
Aspigned 1 May 67 1,003 120 10,496 17,628
Assignsd 31 July &7 361 121 17,412 18,494

b. Gains, gqualifications and status:
(1) Gains:

(z) There were 5,171 replacements to duty during
the quarter,

(v} There were 1,461 persors returnod o duty
daring the guarter,

(2) Qualifications: A significan’, number of replacements
are belrg received in grades lower than those regrisitioned, particularly
Heutenants for captains in Infantry and Artillery, and there is a
resulting lack of experience in key positions.

(3) Status: Replacements received in the lower enlisted
grades are in excess of requiremert s,
"‘\—h——".“._———-‘

C. Losses:

(1) There were 4,498 losses during the quarter due to
Treassignments within Vietnam, rotations, ETS, and board actions,

(2) ILosses due to casualties were as follows:

(a) May OFF W EM 260

KHA 3 [+] 17 20
WHA 10 0 236 2,6
NBD 0 0 6 6
NBM 0 0 50 50
(b) June
KHA 4 0 48 52
WHA 13 1 281 205
NBD 3 0 2 5
NBM 1 0 35 36
(¢} July
Kin 2 0 45 47
WH,\ 1 5 23 2L7
NED 0 0 4 4
NBM 2 0 L0 L2

CONFIDE NTI4y.
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2, Discipline, Law and Order:

a. The discipline in the division has been excellent the
past quarter. There were no stragglers apprehended, There were 16
serious incidentn and 147 AWOL's reported during the period,

b. There were 9 General Courts-Martial tried during this
quarter, A total of 118 records of trial for Specisl Courts-Martial
and 19 records of trial for Summary Courts-Martial were received for review,

¢. The division IG handled 130 requests for assistance and
25 complaints, 7 of which were justified.

3. Graves Registration: During the quarter the Graves Registration
Platoon processed and evacusted 134 remains.

4, Development and Maintenance of Morale:
a. Finance: Four new units assigned to the division were
processed by sendirg processing teams to the unit location, resulting in
greater efficiency und less inconvenience than previous processing methods,

b, Chaplain: During the quarter there were 1,518 religious
services conducted with a total attendance of 52,384.

¢, Special Services: During the quarter 3,810 out-of-country
and 885 in-country R&R ellocatims were utilized, There were 12 USO shows

performed during the quarter,

d. Awards ax:ld Decoratims:

Congressional Medal of Honor 1
Distinguished Service Cross 6
Distinguished Service Medal 1
Legion of Merit 38
Silver Star’ i
Soldierts Medal &©
Distinguished Flying Medal 132
Bronze Star - Valor 681
Bronze Star - Merit 1,811
Air Medal - Valor 107
Alr tedal ~ Merit 1,423
Army Cormendatim Medal - Valor 502
Army Commendatin Medal - Mexit 2,69g
Purple Heart 8
TOTAL 3',%1—9

5. Civilian Personnel'

a. At the end of the guartsr the division employed 903
temporary hire local mationals,

b, There were 1,416 pem:-nent hire locel nationals employed
at the end of the querter.

H. Logistics: The logistical aclivity of the lst Infantry Division

during the reporting period is contained in the pr',ort Correnvt (RLL, at
Inclosure 6,

17

CONEIDENTISL




sty

3y

CONFIDEMNTIAL 1=

II. Commarder's Observation amd Recommendations

A, OBSE.VATIONS (LsSSONS LeARNED)

PHYSICAL PRORIL®S
%TE}’,: There are personnel being agsigned to the Division with physica.

profiles precluding utilization in combat elements.

DISCUSSION: HQ, USARV has authorized immediate rcassigi ment of such
individuals but the administrative excess and loss of man days is
significant, A limited number of profiled personnel ean be utilized
within base camp and supprrt type activities,

OBSSRVATION: A thorough screening of personnel records at transfer
statfons and processing centers for physisal profiles prior to assignment
to Division would preclude many problems,

ITEM: Use of ferial Loudspeakers

DISCUSSION: Aerial losglspeakers are used during cordon and search

. operations to provide guidance from the tactical unit commander to the
civilian population of the village being sealed, Specific instructions
to the villagers are broadcasted telling them their village is sealed,
to remain in the village and not to attempt to leave the village,

OBSYRVATION: The use of aerial loudspeakers in addition to ground
loudspeakers during cordon and scarch operations is of value to inform
the civilian population of the tactical comzander!s desires, thereby
reducing casualtics among the village population,

ROAD QUTPQSTING
ITEM: Road outposting methods

DISCUSSION: It has been determined that acceptable road outposting
methods vary almost excusively with fields of fire and foliage in the
proximity of the road.

OBSURVATION: when the fbliage in the proximity of the road is light
and good fields of fire cre available, road sutposting procedures are
rather “lexible, Vehicles may be alternated on cach side of the road
so they have visual contact with each other. Dismounted LP!s are then
deployed behind the vehicles to afford rear security. Inter vehicular
distance rust be ~ried with the terrain,

Example: '
0 bop

é;;r ?

| If more that 20 meters, OP must be deployed ’

i8
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When fislds of firc erc limited due to foliage and terrain, back to :
biaek oubposting is thu nost .suitablds This method uses two vehicles )
sited direccly opposite oné 'znother on either side of the rnad. This
provides oxcollent all arourd security, decreases reaction time, and
permits immediate return of enemy fire,

Example: :
s )

MINE SWE:PING QPERATIONS )
ITEM: Mine sweeping sweeping techniques in heavily mined arcas,

DISCUSSION: vhen deployad in the V-formation, tanks shoula be used as
flank security, :

OBSERVATION: Due to the increased froquency of off the road mining we
have limited flank security to tanks, The added proteotion’ageimt

mines inherent in the { ak curtails injuries and minimizes materizl .
damage, ’ . ’

P

ACAV!'s will be kept on the road behind the mine sweeping teams and
lead tanks,

Example:

Legend -~ £V Tank

t1 acav _

* Mine sweeping team
COMAUNICATIONS

ITEK: Extra PRC-25 radios

DISCUSSION: Due to various dommitments given cavalry platoons it is
necessary for platoon leaders to carry an extughePRC-25,

OBSERVATION: Frequently the plai:oon leader is required to organize amd
deploy dismounted patrols, Each patrol must have radio commnications,
To facilitate this an extra PRC~25 will be carried by each platoon,

ILLUMINATION
ITEM: Illumination coordination reauired for Night Defensive Positions,

DISCUSSION: Illumination coordination between units of an NDP is necessary
to coordinate the positioning of starlight scopes and xenon searchiights,
This insures well dispursed observation capabilities throughout the
perimeter, Freplanned artillery illumination will be utilized when there
is not sufficient light for the proper employment of the starlight scope.
This artillery illumination should be placed between 5,000 meters and
6,000 meters from the NDP, This eliminates 1lluminating the NDP, .

CONEIDE NTIAL
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ITsM: VG Tactics

DISCUSSION: During Operation BILLINGS the VC/NVA forces fought in a

way that indicated they are learning to fight US forces in a more
professional manner, Their troop discipline under fire, thejr ability
to coordinate their attacks, indicates improvement in their leadership,
Captured VC documents indicate the following future tactical :innovations.
to be conducted by the VC,

1.« The use of a small decoy to lure US units into an ~mbush by
Ml major forces.

2, BEnmphasis upon attacking US forces during airmobils extraction
operations,

3, An intensification in the conduct of raids ard o:..ushes,

%o Increased emphasis upon the destruction of the iritial element
of an airmobile assault, Such tactics require thst increased emphasis
on vigilance, control, 2nd security be exercised by commarders of a1l
levels,

OBSERVATION: Commanders should vemain alert for new or better use of
recent tactics to be employed by the VC,

BOUNDARIES
ITEM: Division Boundaries

DISCUSSION: During Operstion MANHATTAN the lst Infantry Division and the
25th Infantry Division moved toward each other with the SAIGON River as

a division boundery, In this instance, liaison officers were exchanged
down to and including battalion level to provide for continuing fire
coordination,

" OBSERVATION: It is necessary to estabiish and maintain close coordination
betwaen units thet are moving towerd each other, even when the boundary
between the two unitw is a clearly defined terrain feature,

Pils
ITiM: Uss of Pits

DISCUSSION: On two occasions duwing Operation MANHATTAN informetion
obtained from PW!s led to the cepturd of two largs VC weapons and munitions
caches, onc of which was at the time the largest known discovery of its
‘kind in the Vietnamese War, The imformation was provided by two former

VC officers, who were captured during previous battles, These individuals
also volunteered their services to the IPW teams to assist in gaining
information of immediate tactical value from new PW!s,

OBSERVATION: The establishement of & rapport as a result.of IPY

personnells persistent effort to gain the confidence of the PW's
provides a valuable intelligence tool that needs more exploitation.

CONEIDENT) AL
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INTELLIGNICE
ITEM: Intelligence Dissemination

DISCUSSION: The effort of painstakingly compiling and disseminating
intelligence in a- concise, graphic form parmitted smaller units to
conduct detailed planning of their operations. Thc results achieved in
locating VC supply caches, base camps, and tunncls at reported sites
validated the method emploved by the lst Infentry Divisionls intelligence
staff,

OBSERVATION: The intelligence staff has developed an intelligince sgstem
that focusas upon all facets of VG -activity in II Co Tectical Zone,
maintains cress roference files that provide spcific detailed information
on axy given aspect of VC organizations and operations anywhere in the

.one, and collates detailed information to develop VC trends and patterns

of activities,
PATROLS
IIEM: ambush Patrols

DISCUSSION: The ambush offers the infantryman the gre~test potential,
Prastically every day ls¢ Infantry Division ambushes m:ke contact with
VCs however, the resultant body count is unacceptably low, Increased
emphasis and training is necessary to improve the ambush techniques,

OBSERVATION: The ist Infantry Division has propared a training letter,
subject: 'Ambush, dated 5 August 1967, which is inclosed with this report
as Inclosure 12,

ASSAULTS
ITEM: Airmobile Assaults

DISCUSSION: Much exporience hos been gained by the lst Infantry Division .
since it arrived in Vietnam, The airmobile assault has proven itself to
be a valuable tool in combeting the VC and chasing him out of aruas
considered to be his jungle sanctuaries,

OBSERVATION: The following comments are lessons learned through
experionces

The first probiem in an sirmobile assault is to select the.LZ,
The LZ that is sclected should be one that can be easily prepared and
sealod off, The airstrikes that prepare the LZ should use hard bombs
and napalm, The time for four flights of TAC air should ke compressed
as tight as possible, (Sce Diagrem I, page 23)

In the artillery preparation there must be thorough coverage of the

Z, One must be concerned with killing anyone around the LZ, The air
and artillery must use > system of blocking out the positions for the
preparation, If the airstrike is off the desired target area then
more artillery must be put in, Orbits must be established for aircraft
that are involved in the prep, in altitude space from 1,500 feet and
below is given to tho FAC, while an altitude of 1,600 fect and above

4s given to commandgrs and othed :observers-(called "strap-hangers"),
(See Disgram 2, page 24)

‘shenever the LZ camnot be covered with fire then cover it with
smoke, This will act as a cover, (See Disgram 3, pege 25)

The five initial ships should go into the LZ one minute early, landing

about 100 yards from the trecs for the sole purpose of returning fire,
(See Diagram /4, page 26)°
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Elonking fires should be sct up out to the flanks on one, two, or
three .udes, deperding on the situation, It is cxtremely imrprtant that
all poople know wherce the blocking fires are béing placed, Toe brigade
commander is responsible for all fires, He must inform his people of
these blocking fires. Airstrikes are used to prep the “in" run while
artillery is used to prep the Yout!" run, The troops ship pilots mst
know exactly where to land the first platoon, The LZ should be large
cnough to hold the headquartoers and all platoons, Upon landing the troops
mist quickly leave the holicopters and go dircctly to cover., The first
man off cach ship directs the people in the platoon as to when they are
to go. The second rlatoon should be landed in an area far cnough awey
to prevent congestion, It is important that companies are scparated
and that there is a guide for vach platoon, (See Diagrem 5, page 27)

Tho troop locations on larding showld be marked by colored smoke,
Smoke is important, bub one should not spund all the tici on the radio
talking about it, When using smoke, you have to cover jour fiosnks: with
amoke and give the people in the air an idea, & picture, of the
disposition of the unit, Enough smoke must be used to outline the
troop positions,

A simple movement plan must be tied in with the night defensive
position (NDP) plan. Everyonc must understand ahcod of time vhat is
going to happen, The best remain over night (ROM) position is where
you have a clearing all ~round you with a good position for rcsupply,
A good defensive position and readily sccured resupply area is needed,
Security is a most vifal part of the plan,

Problems have been experienced on assaults with pecople failing to
mark the extremities with smoke, failing to double-time off the LZ, and
with the grouping of men, The reason for the bunching of men is that no
one knows the assenbly plan,

The brigade commander should carry the battalion comuondar in his
ship, so that he has positive control of all facets of the plam, {lso,
closer coordinetion in keeping the operation on schedule is facilitated,
If one hes a delay, all have a delay; everyone concerned must know about
it so that bhe men don't overload. Recomnaissance platoons are not to
be used as companies, One should make sure that their mission is within
tho capabilities of a platoon,

In the extraction plan from an LZ blocking areas should be in the -
arca of the greatest threat, In the platoons, during extraction,
everyone must be dispersed except the lst chalk where everyone should be
standing up ready to load immediately onto the aireraft., The detonation
of claymores should be judged by the time it will take to extract.

The claymores will possibly clean out VC troops who moy be moving
immediately into fighting positions to get at the last aireraft, Three
mJjor guides to an airmobile assault plan are: 1, Keep it simple,

2, Thorough briefing, 3, Vigorous supervision - the most important
point.
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JUNGLE CLL/RING
ITd¥: Jungle Clearing

DISCUSSIONs During Operation DALLAS the 2-2 Infantry (Mech) conducted
Jupgle clearing operaticns in the VINH 10X Woods with tank dozers and
Rome plows, ‘hen contact which indicated the presence . e base camp
was made with VC/NVA elements during jungle clearing, the mechanized
elenents would develop the situation by deployang linearly, while
directing supporting cir and artillery fires into the suspected base
camp, Upon clearing a circular swath around the base camp, additional
swaths were progressively cleared into the centev of the camp from the
circle, This configuration of the cleared jungie took on the
appearance of & spoked wheel superimpcsed on the base camp, /ifter
occupation and security of the base camp by mechaniacd clements, the
camp would be systematicelly ddstroyed by dozers, This methodical
technique of destroying base camps during & jungle clearing operation
resulted in oxtremely few casualties,

QESERVATION: The use of tank dozer/Rome plows in conjunction with
mechanized forces in jungle clearing operations can «ffectively reduce
US casualtics while at the same time speed the clearing of th. jungle,

B
ITEM: Fire Coordination Line (FCL)

DISCUSSION: During Operotion NMANHATTAN 1st Infantry Division forces
were withdrawn behing a FCL 1,000 meters from the SsIGON River before
the River Assault Group (RAG) force began its sweep, sdditiomlly, a
linison officer from the division accompanied the RAG force to insure
adeouate fire control., This proved to be successful,

OBSERVATION: Iv an operation along a mejor woter route where blocking
forces are employed on beoth sides of the river and a RiG force sweeps
the water route betweun the blocking forces, it is vital to establish
a2 FCL for both blocking forces to prevent friendly forces from becoming
inadvertertly engaged with the RAG force,

B, RICOMMENDATIONS: None,

FOR TH® COMMAMDER:

) -
. - Vesrgtysts
Jo C. PEUNNINGTON
LTC, 460

Adjuvant General

DISTRIBUTION:
Special

CON 1D ENTTAL
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AVFBC-H 1st. Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, lst Infantry Division,
31 July 1967 (RCS CSFOR-65) (U)
DA, HQ II FFORCEV, APO San Francisco 96266 15 Sep 1967
THRU: Commanding General, USARV, ATTN: AVHGC-DH, APO 96375
Commander in Chief, US Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-MH, APO 96558

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Dept of the Army,
Washington, D.C. 20310

1. Subject report is forwarded.
2. This headquarters has reviewed report and concurs.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

t/R. E. WAMBSGANSS
CPT, AGC
Asst AG
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AVHGC-DST (25 Aug 67) 2d Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned for the Period Ending
31 July 1967 (RCS CSFOR=65) (U)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 81 0CT 1967

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-OT,
APO 96558

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Repori~Lessons Learned

for the period ending 31 July 1967 from Headquarters, 1st Infantry Division
(WAHD) as indorsed.

2. Pertinent comments follow: Reference item concerning physical pro-
files, paragraph A, Commander!s Observation, page 18: Concur,.

a. The oroblem of persornel possessing combat arms MOS's arriving in
RVN who are not physically qualified for assigmment is no greater in the ist
Infantry Division than other commands, Because of the number of profiled per=-
sonnel arriving, they are assigned to units in RVN regardless of profile serial,
Upon determination by unit commander that no posiitiuvn exists in which the in-

dividual can he utilized, reassigument instructions are immediately furnished
by this headquarters,

b, Recommend that Department of the Army place greater emphasis on
proper classification and reclassification action for personnel with assigmment
limitations caused by physical profiles. It is imperative that proper reclarssi-
fication action be taken by CONUS and overseas commanders UP paragraph 2-30a (2},
AR 600~200, for personnel volunteering or levied for RVN, prior to departure
for this command,

3., Unit will be notified of actions and comments by routine indorsement
which returns this report.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

4?’§y/;<f;24£.,Aéiaadé¢e»442
C. S. NAKATSUKASA
Captasn, AGC
Assistant Adjutant General
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GPOP-DT(25 Aug 67) 3d Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report for the Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1967
from HQ, 1st Inf Div (UIC: WAHDAA) (RCS CSFOR-65) (U)

HQ, US ARMY, PACIFIC, APO San Francisco 96558 .

4 JA-1968

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding
indorsements and concurs in the report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

7%‘“‘”“,/"

1 352“ K. ?. OSBOURN
MAZ, 4aC
Anst 10
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CONFIDENTIAL

DETARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 2D ERIGADE 1ST INFANTRY DIVISION
AIO San Francisco 96345

AVDB-AMT 6 August 1967
SUBJECT: Operational Report on Lessons Learned (RCS CCG FO-25) (RI) (U)

76 Commanding General
18t Infentry Division
* ATIN: AVDB-T
ATO 96345

1. (C) Fart 3, INTRODUCTION:
a. Background: During the preceding period (1 bay 67 - 31 July 87),
24 Brigade particirated in one division size operation and one continuous
brigede operetion. The Division operation in which the Drigade was committed
wa3 Op DALLAS (17 May 67 - 25 May 67). In Op LiM SON 67, 2d Brigade worked
in close cooperation and coordination with 5th' ARVN Divieion and BINH DUONG
Sector, 16th ARVN Division and LIEN HOA Sector, CATITAL MILITARY DISTRICT and
GIA DINH Sector.  LAM SON 67 operations included: jungle clearing operations,
search and destroy' ojerations, cordon and search operations, platoon and
souad size ambushes ahd saturation patrolling, security missions of Engr units,
forward support areas, roads and designated village chief; convoy escort end
road clearing; revolutionary development projects, civic action progriis,
population control activitdies and peychological operations; visual reconnais-
sance flights and the direction of airstrikes and artillery concentrationa,
During the reporting period, at varying times, the following battalions perti--.
cipated in 2d Brigade orerctions: 1/18 Inf, 2/18 Inf, 2/16 Iaf, 2/2 Inf (Mech)
2/28 Inf, .1/26 Inf, 1/16 Inf. The 1/h Cav, B/2/3L Arm, A/5/2 Arty, st Engr,
168 Engr and 1/11 ACR also participsted in brigade operations. The 1/7 Arty
was in direct support of the Erigade throughout the reporting period.
b, Brigade Orgenization: - (Units and Commanding Officers).
(1) 24 Brigade, 1at Infantry Division:
(2) LTC ilexander M, Haig: 1 May - 29 ¥ay 67.
(b) COL Charles E. Thebaud: 30 May - 31 Jul 67,
(2)" 1st. Lattalion, 18th Infantry:
(a) " LTC Richard E, Cavezos: 1 May - 31 Jul 67.
(3) 2d Dattalion, 18th Infantry:
(a) LTC Lewis R, Daumann: 1 Yay - 17 lay 67.
(b) LTC Jemes F, Irice: 18 May - 31 July 67.
(4) 2d battelion, 16th Infantry:
(a) LTC Joseph R. Ulatoski: 1 ey - 5 Jul 67,
(b) LTC Stenley J, Tarmentier: 10 Jul - 31 Jul 67,
(5) 24 Dattalion, 2d Infantrys
(2) LIC Edward J, Callins: 1 May - 29 Mey 67,

(b) LIC John D, Telton: 30 Mey - 31 Jul 67,
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(6) 24 Battalion, 28th Infantry:
(a) LIC Jerry S, Edwards: 1 May - 26 June.
(b) LTIC Edward J, Cavanaugh: 27 Jun - 31 Jul 67, :
(7) 18t Battalion, 26th Infantry:
(a) LIC Joseph H, Hoffman: 1 May - 31 Jul 67,
(8) 18t Battalion, 16th Infantry:
(a) 1IC Rufus C, Lazzell: 1 May - 28 Jun 67. .
(b) LTC Celvert T, Denedict: 29 June - 31 Jul 67,
(9). 18t Bquadidn,. kth Cavalry: i

(2) LIC Thomas W, Fife: 1 May - 1 Jun 67,

(b) LIC John V. Seigle: 2 Jun - 31 Jul 67,
(10) Headcuarters Company, 2d Brigede:

(2) CIT Gerald E, Tillewx: 1 May - 31 Jul 67.

(11)  (1st Battalion, 7th irtillery: !
(2). LIC George L, McFadden: 1 May - 21 hay 67, '
(b} LTC John W, Cassell: 5 Jun - 31 Jul 67.

(12) Co B, 1st Engineer Battalion:
(a) CET Robert C, Lee: 1 May - 3 Jul 67.
(b) CIT Marion L, Caldwell: L Jul - 31 Jul 67,

(13) Co A, 16&th Engineer Zcttolion:
(a) CFT Demsell D, Vhitley: 1 May - 20 Jul ’Q’?a.
(6) 1LT Douglas E, Holen: 21 Jul - 31 Jul 67,

(14) , Co B, 701st Maintenance:
(2) CFT Michael F, Gandee: 1 May - 31 Jul 67.

(15) Co C, 1st Medical Eatteldon:
(a) CIT Robert L Moesinger: 1 May - 31 Jul 67,

2. (C) Tart II. TiCTICAL OTERATIONS:

a, During the reporting period the Urigede perticipeted in one Division
operation, Op DnlLaS and conducted one Brigede operation, the continuous Op
LAM SON 67,

b. Chronology of TaGtical Operations:

(1)  Operation LAM SON 67: 1 May - 31 Jul 67,
Continuing Op LiaM SON 67, 24 Brigede in conjunction with 5th ARV
Division and BINH DUONG Sector, 18th ARVN D44 &nd'BIBN HOA' Sector &nd’ Capital

Militery District and GIA DINH Sector conducted tactical operations in
designaied arcas to locate and destroy VC/NVA main force units, guerrilla wnits,
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and VC infrastructure, continued, by constant apjlication of combat fire

power, to couse individual members of these VC organizetions to rally to GWN"

control in order tc stimulate further Revolutionery Development Activities

in these areas, Op LAM SON continued to place emphasis on strengthening

local defenses (insuring & secure environment) and extending developmental

rrojects, In the LiM SON 67 tacticdl area of operations; the 2d Brigade .

conducted jungle clearing operations, search end destroy operstions, cordon ;

and search operations, platoon and sauad size ambushes and saturetion }

patrolling; provided security at Rock Cuarry and laterite pits, for Village j
t
§
H

Chief of TAN PHUOC KHANK and engineer work parties; secured and cleared roads

and forward support areas; provided convoy escort; conducted numerous civil

affeirs: detivities to include Hamlet Festivals, population control activities,

MEDCATs, DENTCul's, food distribution end soletium payments (resulting from . ;
property damege or personal injury), end various other revolutionary develop- !
ment projects and civic action programs; conducted extensive ground and air ’
psychological operations; directed eirstrikes and conducted ertillery con- !
centretions on VC bese camps, supply areas, suspected VC locetions and ADF

targets; conducted Bagle Flights end Starlight missions, end provided basic

and unit training for negioncl Force Cowvany 969. Cordon and search ops with

hamlet festivals wefe conducted in TaN HANI (XT910106) on 8 May 67, HOA NHUT

(XT683177) on 17 Jun 67, BINH CHUAN (XT884164) on 30 Jun 67, THUAN GInO

{(XT873122) on 9 Jul 67, and TAN Bi (XT934137) oh 18 Jul 67, 4 cordon and :
search operation with population conbrol activities wes conducted in VINH .
TRUONG (XT868175) on 12 Jul 67, Cordon and search (only) operctions were

conducted in DONG ToM (XT935052) 25-26 Jul 67, AT TuN NA (XT955075) on 14

Jul 67, BINH TRY (XT025087) on 15 Jul 67, MEW bUNG DIA (XT#87216) on 17 Jul

67, HOA LOI II (XT816238) on 21 Jul 67, et IHU CHANH (XT858234) on 27 Jul 67

and at IHU CHANH again on 29 Jul 67. A feint seal was conducted st 'HU HUU

(XTe54143) on 11 Jul 67, All LAM SON 67 operations were accomplished in close

cooperation and coordination with elements of 5th ARVN Divisén and LINH DUORG

Sector, 18th +RVN Division and BIEN HO. Sector, and Capital Militery Listrict

and GI» DINH Sector rsspectively. In addition, Joint Cormittees of the :

"County Teem! (composed of representatives of the ]rovineial Office of Civiliar

Operations, BINH DUONG Sector, 5th ARVN Division end 2d Brigade) were estib-

lisned and during thic reporting reriod continued coordinating, plamning,

establishing priorities and msking recormendations concerning Revolutionary

Development activities. Lk SON 67 continued to improve the secure environment

in the vital central EINH DUONG lrovince between the SAIGON and DONG NAI Bivers.

LAM SON 67 continues. Results from Operation Lu¥ SON 67 from 1 Xay 67 to

31 Jul 67 were as follows: 58 VC KIA, 3 VC KIA (Irob), 30 IW, 1 VCC, 5 deserter

72 draft eveders, 285 deteinees, 2 boxes VC propagenda leaflets, 4 firing peas,

955m trench, 34 ponchos, 1 steel pot, 4 cinteens, sml ouan medical suprlies,

2 entrenching tools, 1 booby-trepped 155mm rd, 14 Y16 mogazines, 1 jJar pellets,

1 boud; 2 shelves, 61 CBU, 13~7.62 rds, 8 motorcycles, 1 canteen cover, 40

transistor batteries, 4 shirts, 4 booby-trapped butterfly bombs, 6 VC gas

masks, 2 benches, 9 wells, 1 spider hole, 1 X79 wpn, 6 sleeping positions,

3-.45 cal pistols, 1 Spith & Wesson revolver, -6 batteries, 6 booby-trapped

CBU's, 1 pr shorts, 2 bloody shirts, 2 shelters with roofs, 4 rooms, 4 Mi

rifles, 1 Springfield bolt-action rifle, 2 CHICOX ccrbines, 100 lbs beans,

2 AK 47's, 10 knives, 1 CHICOM pistol, 1€ bolts cloth, 1 M72 LiW, 3296 rds

SA armo, 1-60m mortar bese rlate, 2 carbine stocks, 3-105mm fuses, 2-60mm

morters rds, 1 roll concertina, 1 h-memade bomb, 2 blesting ceps, 2 torgedes,

24 AT mines, 350 1b peanuts, 50 ib milk, 50 1b sardines, 10 1b tobacco paper,

8 leen to's, 2 buckets, 10 beoby~trapped grenades, 11 syider holes, 29 °

fighting rositions, 128 tunnels, 21 punji pits, 1 cuntainer, 122 foxholes,

4 booby~trapped 105mn rds, 20 US grenades, 5 clzyrcoe stand, 2 cots, 3-81mm

duds, 4 pressure tyre detonators, 1-175mm dud, 3 cioyrore detonstors, 14

bicycles, 2 Russian AT mines, 1 first aid kit, 1 mortir position, 26-155mm

duds, 14 buffales, 1 teat, 2-155m booby-trep, 21 k79 rds, 2.8 tons rice,

1 Ruseian rifle, 72 rds 5,56, pots and pans, 4 large buildings, 1 pr showsr

shoes, /4 sleeping rats, 3 mechetes, 2 shape charges, 2 blocks TNT, 10 1bs

shrimp, 1-2.75mm rocket, 200 1bs noodles, 4 benches, 3 fishing poles, 1 Russian

flag, 355 1bs salt, & gel nuoc nam, 75 lbs documents, 100 1bs soap, 2 tipc-

writers, 10 SM: mag, 6 carbine mag, 15 1bs cake and nut roll, 7 ammo belis,

7 durmy mines, 1 sewing machine, 5 US helmet liners, 1 VC fiag, 425 1lbs bLruwm

sugar cendy, 103 gzl kerosene, 25 lbs flour, 8 cartons cigerettes, 2 flash-

lights, 2 lanterns, 5 gel cooking oil, 2 sleeping areas, sml quen clothing,

379 bunkers, 94 hutches, 42 base cemps, 1 set fatigues, 1 butterfly bomb,

1 canteen cup, 3 US ypistol belts, 62 CHICOM grenades, 2 helret liners, 1-5 gal
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can, 12 VC ponchos, 6-8" rds, 4 rifle grenades, 1 bow, 30 bowls,

3 pair pajemns, 56-105ma duds, 5-,30 cal rds, 7 tables, 1 lateine;, 2 RIG
rds, 1 anti-tenk mine, 2 M16 rifles, 6 US clayrores, 220' wire, 12 claymores,
2 US carbine, 1 bandoleer, 1-~500 1b bomb, 1 helmet (US), 2 packs typing paper,
4 back packs, 1 walkie-talkie, 15 tooth brushes, 77 quarts vinegar, 2 axes,
600 1bs cement, 1 hoe, 2 picks, 1 watch, 1 clock, 1 deck of cards, 20 1bs
tobacco, 12 cens beef, 14 pr sandsls, 7-4.5 volt batteries, 6 flashlights,
3-55 gal drurs, 120 lbs clothes, 1 gas stove, 1 mosquito net, .30 cal ammo,
TRC~25 headset, 1 fin assy, rice bowls,

(2) Operation DALLAS (17 - 25 May 67).

Operation DALLAS was a Division size operation which missioned
the 24 Brigede to conduct search and destroy operations in the ONG DONG Jungle
and to control convoys between TEN UYEN and DI «N from 17 - 25 May 67, The
2d Brigade participation in Op DALLAS was conducted in three rhases. On 17
May, 2d Bde initiated Thase I with search and destroy operations in AQ DARING
with 2/2 Inf Mech and commenced escorting convoys from DI sN to TuN UYEN.

In Fhase IJ and III, 2d Brigade with 2/2 Inf (-) (Nech), 2 Tlats B/2/34 Arm,
1/11 ACR (=) and A/2/18 Inf conducted swarch and destroy operations end
Jjungle clearing operetions in the ONG DONG Jungle. Drigzde termineted
participation in Op DALLAS at R250600H May 67. Iesults of Operation were:

1 VC KIA (BC), 1 French bolt action rifle, 1 carbine, 1 Remington bolt action
rifle, 6 VC base cemps, 51 foxholes, B89 bunkers, 245 meters trench, 4 punji
pits, 21 underground rooms, 1 ton polished rice, 41 booby trapped grenades,
1-90mn rd, 12-105mm rds, 3-175m rds, 4~8" rds, 43 CBU's, 2 CHICOM grenades,
4~60mm rds, 2-81m rds, | rifle grenade, 2 VC flags, 1 Russian fleg, 1 stove,
11 US cots, 1 VC gas mask, 1 pair binoculers, 2 cooking pots, 2 canteens, 2
mosquito nets, 3-5 gel water cans, small emount docurknts and medice? supplies,

3, (C) Fart III: INTELLIGENCE:

a, May 1967: There were 47 VC initiated incidents during the mont:.
of May. 15 involved detonstion of pressure type mines by vehicles, The
majority of thesc were during jungle clearing operations, Snipers were active
along routes of movement and in arecs where jungle clearing operations were
being conducted, There were 27 of. these inoidents,2 BLO rounds were fired at a
tank and a Rome Flow vicinity of XT918103 on 10 Mey 67. There were no sig-
nificant trends during this period &1 " guerrilla forces continued harassing
and delaying activities while loczl force companies avoided contact, VC con-
trol of areas not occupied by GUN/US forces remain unchanged,

b, June 1967: There were 17 VC initiated incidents during the month
of June, 5 were detonations of booby traps by tracked vehicles during jungle
clearing operations, 5 were incidents of sniper fire, 5 incidunts were of
hand grenzdes thrown at ambush positions and vehicles and 2 were m-rtar at-
tacks with 60mm and 81rm rortars. There was a lessening of sniper incidents
directed against convoys during this month, Guerrilla activity in gemeral
was at a low ebb and local force companies avoided contact, There were 5
torropst incidents directed against civilians, The VC continue to be vulner-
able to the psychological operations, The VC will increase terrorist activ-
ities to counteract the success of the RD program being carried out in the
BIEN HOA end BINH DUONG Irovinces., The VC infrastructure within the village
of FHU CHANH, CHAU THANH District was severely demaged, if not destroyed, due
to operations conducted there during the ménth of June,

¢, July 1967: There were 65 VC initicrted inci” nts during the month
of July, Of these, 24 were detorations of mimnes a- - “,y'\traps during jungle
clearing operations; 35 incidents were SA and AW fir: ..irected at embush posi-
tions, perimeter defenses and vehicles; 3 incidents were terrorist acts against
civilians; end 3 incidents were mortar and rocket attacks, In general, 1
activity in the 1AM SON A0 was on the upewing during July,” The VC contar-
be vulnerable to the psychological operations, It is probable that tur’
activities will iisicrease as the SVN elections drew near. A4lso, the VC w..
continue terroist activities to counteract the success of the RD program being
carried out in BIEN HOA and BINH DUONG Frov.nces, The VC infrastructure of
HOA 10T II was severely damaged due to the operation conducted there on 21
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Jul 67, The morter and rocket attacks on FHU IOI and THUOC VINH on 29 July
wore carried out by the US0 V0 Arty Regt at coordinctzs XT@424, A meuber

of the unit, captured by D/1/4 Cav on 29 Jul, stated that there were approx-
imtely 400 men in his unit and approximetely €0 of these were NVN,

4, (C) Tart IV: TERSONNEL:

o s g o

- a. Tresent Strength: The assigned strength of the Brigeade at the
begiming of the reporting period was 122 Officers, 9 Werrent Officers, and
2282 Enlisted Men., The strength of the Brigade at the end of the reperting
period wes 119 Officers, 7 Warrant Officers, and 2536 Enlisted Men.

b, Replacements: The Brigede received 924 personnel replacements and
lost 675 personnel during the reporting period, resulting in & net gain of
249 Fersonnel,

¢, VWilitary Disciplime: Militery Discipline has been excellent, :
There were no unusual problems concerning law-eznd order. i

d. Burials: All grave registration activity is handled by the
Forward Support Section, 1st Supply and Transportetisn Battalion end elso the
506th Guarterraster Company. A1l deceased have been evacuated through
channels with no burisls in the Field.

e, Civilian Employees: At the present, the Brigade hires 112
unskilled laborers for each dny, under the temporery hire progrem, for
tasks such as clecring fields of fire, filling sand bags, drainage ditches,
end leveling ground for foundction pads. 200 local Nationels are employwd
under the pervanent hire progrem for jobs as KP's, waitresses, corperier,
cutorotive mechanics, gardeners, and Janitors.

f. Morels end lersonnel Services: MNorale of this Drigcde continucs
to be excellent, The brigade is receiving edequete quotas for out of country
B&R, Red Cross support for personel problerms has beevtimely and excellent,
This Drigade hes frocessed 736 awards during the reporting period,

g. Civil 4ssistance: Relations with the civilien cormunities within
the Brigade TAOR have continued to be ecxcellent, Close coordinétion with
US/GVN officiels at district end pr..ince levels has resulted in regular
Medicael Civic iction Frogrems, insuring thet all major villages/hemlets re-
ceive maxirmn benefits from US/VN redical sssistence teams. During the
reporting period some 8,665 persons were treated, Civic Action Irojects wure
cosrdineted with district/province officials to insure thet only GVN-spproved
pro jects were undertzken. US assistance to ARVN/RF/IF. units continued to
inciude 2id in the construction of outposts and bunkers; provision of barriaer
reterinls; maintensnce contact teams for repair of weapons, vehicles, and
signal items, and MEDC:.Is for nilitery dependents, ) ;

5, (C) Tart V: LOGISTICS:

&. Moy 1967: During the reporting period logistical transport wes
provided on Op Laib. SON by both helicopter end lend transport. An MSR was
opened daily and secured, 7013t Maintenance Bottalion assumed surport
raintenance resronsibility for the two pletocns from B Co, 2/34 Lrmor,

. A contact tezm from B Co, 701st Maintenance Cattulisn was reintadned at THU

10I to provide assistance to the 2/2 Inf (Vech) while engaged on Op LAiM SON,

When zrmor is working with infantry, an M88 is required for meintenance in

the field, The M8 Tank Recovery Vehicle belonging to & Co, 701st Maintenance
Battelion operates under an crea suprort basis, howsver it was relecsed to the
2/2 Inf for field sup;ort. Until such time 28 an 188 becomus readily aveileble.
in the field, to the unit having the arror, the lack of a VIR will cont*nuc )
to be & problem. lLog bases were located at DI AN, FHU 101 and for eers -
delivered Class III, LAI KHE, The hezlth of the cormand and physich

of the troops remined good, ) .

b, June 1967: - During the reporting period logisticel trensport was
rrovided on Operetion LiM SON'by both helicopter end land trensrort. A4n MSP
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was opened and secured daily, 701st Maintenance Battalion continued to

provide suprort maintencnce for the divisional units opereting with the 24
Brigede, as well as the 2 platoons from the 2/34th Armor while on Operction
LAY SON 67, The 701st Maintenance Bottalion provided a Contact Team et "HU
10I fo** suprort of the 2/2 Inf (Mech) and other units operzting from that
location, The Contact Team returned on 2¢ June 1967, Log beses were loceted
at IHU I0I and DI AN, and for aerial delivery of 10L, L4I KHE. In one instance
a unit opersting for one day with the 2d Brigade, the 2/28 Inf, maintoined its

. log bese at LAl KHE. The health of the comrand and physical condition of the

troops rumzined good,

¢, July 1967: During the reporting period logistical trensyort
was provided by both helicopter and vehiculer means, Vehicluar transrort
requirements hove grown appreciebly; however, to dote reouirements have
been met through local resources and divisional assets, B Co, 701st Mein-
tenance Battalion has continued to provide sup;ort maintenance for the
units operatisn with the 2d Brigade., In the case of the 1st Squadron 4th
Cavelry vhe permenent contect teem at MU LOI hes continued to render
then support. Also B Co, 701st Meint, coupled with the 701st Contact Team
at THU 10X, was responsibles for relieving the critical truck problem of
the 1st Sguadron 4th Cavalry by replacing engines in the 5-ton vehicles
of the .1st Sguadron 4th Cevalry, ghe 2/2 Inf (Mech) experienced some
difficulty in recovery operations due to the absence of a M88 treck
recovery vehicle, This problem, to an extent wes alleviated by the srrivel
of the M8@ belonging to L Co 2/34th Armor, On 28 July 1967, another k&g
fron 2/34th arrived to supplement it. During the iterim the void wes
covered by an MEE from 1st Squadron 4th Cavalry and lster by one from HC
& A Co, 701st Maintenance, Delivery of iOL and Class V to 2/2 Inf has been
accomplished primarily by aerisl means., The TOL is rigged at and flown
from LLI KHE. Log bzses have been maintzined et DI AN and THU LOI, Closses
I thru IV being available et these locations, with II & IV in limi’. -uontitic
at 1HU LOI. Class V has been obtained from the LONG BTNH .ST.

6, (C) Fart VI: CHRONOLOGY:

1 May: 2d Bde continued Op L&M SON 67, 2/16 Inf remained attached
3d Bde. 1/18 Inf remained attoched 1st Bde, 2/18 Inf remained attoched 3d
Bde, 1/26 Inf with one section of £/5/2 srty continued Op LaM SON 67 securing
engineer effort along Rte ORANGE, bridge site and laterite pit, sccuring the
¥llage Chief of TAN THUOC KHANH and the Frunchmen's Flat RockQuerry, 2/2
Mech (-) conducted show of foree in the CO ¥I Jungle vic XT8812, THU LOI Ilains
vic XT8620 and S&D operations west of HOA LOI II vic XT7924. 1/28 Inf stood
down for maintenance ¢t FHU LOI end was Dde RRF, D/1/4 Cav conducted VR's and
eagle flights in the Li¥ SON 67 40. 1/7 Arty continued in DS of 2d Bde.

2 ¥ay: 2d Bde continued Op LAM SON 67, 2/16 Inf remained atteched
3d Bde, 1/18 Inf remained attzched 1st Bde, 2/18 Inf remained attiched 3d
Bde, 1/26 Inf with one section of 4/5/2 irty continued 'Op LiM SON 67 clearing
road along Rte BRONZE., 2/2 Mech (~) with I/1/4 Cav () and Y/2/34 Arm continuec
Op LAN SON 67 conducting S¢D ops vic X(38920, XT8721 and XT8722, 1/28 Inf
remained Bde RRF at FHU LOI until O700H amd roved to relieve 1/26 Inf in
place on Rte BRONZE to zssume mission of securing enginser effort along Rte
BRONZE, bridge site and laterite pit, sccuring the village chief of TAN HUOC
KHANH 2nd the engineer rock quarry (X7910160), D/1/4 Cav condicted VRs and
"Ezgle Flights" in LAM SON 67 40, 1/7 Arty remsined in DS of 24 Bde.

3 May: 2d Bde continued Op LAM SON 67, 2/16 Inf remained ettached
3d Bde. 1/18 Inf remained attached 1st Bde, 2/18 Inf rereined atteched 3d
Dde. 1/26 Inf conducted sirrwbile assault into 40 "<C.GE and conducted S&D
operctions, 2/2 Mech («) with B/1/L Cav (-) and ~;2/34 & continued Op
LAM SON 67 conducting S&D ops vic XT8820, XTe621 and XT€622. 1/28 Ink
cleared ond secured Rte BRONZE in sector and continued security missions «t
Frenchman's -Flat rock ocwarry, leterite pit, bridge site, enu Village 0.~
of TiN THUOC KHANH. D/1/4 Cav conducted VR's and "Eagle Flights" 3
67 40, 1/7 Arty remained in DS of 24 Bds.

L May? 24 Dde continued Op LAM SON 67, 2/16 Inf remainedatch 3d. Bde)
1/18 Inf remained attached 1st Dde, 2/18 Inf remeined ettached 3d Bde. 1/26 N
Inf continued Op LaM SON 67 conducting S&D ops vie XT8627, 1/28 Inf continued
Op Li¥ SON 67 with no change in assigned mission, 2/2 Mech (-) stood down for
raintenance at 1HU LOI. 1/7 Arty remained in DS of 2d Gde,
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5 Mey: 2d Bde continued Op LiM SON 67, 2/16 Inf rempined ctteched
3d Bde. 1/16 Inf remainsd etteched tst Bde. 2/18 Inf remained cttached 3¢
Bae, 1/26 Inf continued Op LiM SON 67 conducting S&D'ops vie XT8627., 1/28
Inf continued Op LiM SON 67 with no change in assigned rission, 2/2 Mech (-)
stood down for maintenance at FTHU I0I, 1/7 Arty remained in DS of 2d Bde,

6 May: 2d Bde continued Op Lal SON 67, 2/16 Inf remained atteched
3d Dde, 1/18 Inf rerained attached 1st Dde, 2/16 Inf remained attached 3d

- Bde. 1/26 Inf continued Op Lul SON 67 conducting S&D ops in zone, 1/28 Inf

continued Op LAM SON 67 secvring engr work perties ot laterite pit and
Frenchman's Flat Rock Cuerry, cleared and outposted Rtu DRONZE by .0637H,
continued -t¢ provide security for Village Chief of TaN FHUCC KHANH, and
conducted locael corbat patrols, . 2/2 Mech (~) stood down for meintenance ot

. FHU 10X, 1/7 arty continued. in DS of 2d Bde.

7 May: 2d Bde continued Op LiM SON 67, 2/16 Inf renained attached
3d DBde. .2/18 Inf remained attached 3d Dde. 1/26 Inf continued Op LAX SON 67
conducting S&D ors in zone, 1/28 Inf continued Op L4N SON 67 securing Engr
work parties at laterite pit and Frenchman's Flat Rock Muarry, cleared and

" outposted Rte BRONZE by 0837H, continued to provide security for Village
. Chief of TAN IHUC KHiNH, and conducted local corbat patrols, 2/2 Mech (-)

stood down for maintenance at FHU LOI. 1/7 Arty remained in DS of 2d Dde,

, 8 May: 2d Dde continued Op L&M SON 67, 2/16 Inf remained attached
3d Bde, 1/18 Inf remained attached 1st Dde. 2/1€ Inf remeined ctteched 3d
Bde. ,1/26 Inf continued Op LAM SON conducting S&D ops in zone. 1/28 Inf
continued Op LAM SON 67 securing Engr work parties at laterite pit and
Frenchman's Flat Rock Quarry and continued to provide security for Villege
Chief of TAN IHUOC KHANH, 272 Mech (-): One company opened end secr ¢ Rte
BRONZE ond Dn (-) occupied assigned sector et TAN HIEF seal. 1/7 wm1%. &-)
rerained in D5 of 24 Bde,.

¢ May: 2d Bde continued Op LAM SON 67, 2/16 Inf remzined attached:
84 Bde, 1/18 Inf rermined attoched 1st Bde, 2/18 Inf remsined atteched
3d Bde, 1/26 Inf continued Op L4M SON conducting S&D ops in zone. 1/28 Taf
continued Op LA¥ 39N 67 securing Enyr work parties at laterite pit and
Frenchman's Flat Rock Quarry, road clearing ops along Rte ORONZE ond continued
to provide security for Village Chief of T.N .HUOC KHiNH, 2/2 Mech (-)

. continued Op LiM SON conducting S&D orerations. end securing Rome Ilows in

TaN HIEF Wocds, 1/7 arty (-) rerained in DS of 2d Dde.
10 May: 2d Bde continued Op LiM SON 67, 2/16 Inf remeined attached

. 3d Bde.. 1/18 Inf remained attached 1st Bde, 2/18 Inf moved from LAI KHE to
. DI AN and beceme 0iCON 2d Bde, 1/26 Inf continued Op LAM SON 67 conducting

54D ops in zone. 1/28 Inf continued Op LiM SON 67 securing Rome Flow operation:
Engr work parties at 1laterite pit and Frenchmen's Flat Rock Cusrry, road
clearing ops along Rte DRONZE and continued to rrovide security for Village

Chief of \TnN FHUOC KHANH., 2/2 hech (=) mwved from THU LOI to LAI KHE comrencing

at 0730H, 1/7 Arty remained in DS of 2d Dde,

11 May: 2d Bde continued Op LiM SON 67. 2/16 Inf remained attached

" 34 Bde. 1/18 Inf remained atteched 1st Bde. 2/18 Inf continued to stand

down at DI AN. 1/26 Inf was airlifted from FHU LOI to LAI KHE, 1/28 Inf
continued Op LM SON 67 securing Rome jlow operations, Engr wbrk parties

at laterite pit end Frenchman's Flat Rock Cuarry, roed clearing ops along
Rte DRONZE and continued to provide security for Villege Chief of TN IHUOC
KHANH, 1/7 Arty rempined in DS of 24 Bde,

12 May: 2d Bde continnud Op LAM SON 67. 2/16 Inf remained attached
3d Dde, 1/18 Inf remained attached 1st Dde, 2/18 Inf continued Op LiM SON
67 conducting S&D in HUNG DINH Jungle without incident, 1/28 Inf continucd
Op LAk SCN 67 securing Rome 1low operations, Engr -work parties at lateri
and Frenchren's Flat Rock Quarry, and clearing ors aleng Rte DRONZE :.

continued to provide security for Village Chief of TAN FHUOC KHANH. 1,
remained in DS of 2d Bde,

13 Yay: 24 Bde continued Op LaM SON 67, 2/16 Inf remeined atteched
3d Bde, 2/18 Inf with B/2/34 Apn (<) continued Op L4M SON 67 condubting
S&D in HUNG DINH Jungle, 1/28 f:f continued Op Li¥ SON 67 securing Rome Flow
operations, Engr work parties at laterite pit.ond Frenchman's Flst Rock .
Cuarry, clearing ops along Rte BRONZE and continuwd to provide security for

CONEIRENTIAL %




oy

—t

Village Chief Sf TAN THUOC KHANH, 1/7 ‘hrty remained in DS of 2d Eae,

14 May: 2d Bde continued Op LAM SON 67, 2/16 Inf remained attached
3d Dde, 1/18 Inf remained attached 1ot Bds, 2/18 Inf with L/2/34 &m (=)
continued Op LAM SON 67 conducting S&D ops in HUNG DINH Jungle vie XT8810,
1/28 Inf with B/1/4 Cav {-) continued Op LiM SON &7 securing Rome ilow ops,
Engr work parties at laterite pit and Frenclman's Flat Heck Quarry, clearing
ops along Rte DRONZE and continued to provide sccurity for Villege Chief of
TwN FHUOC KHiNH. D/1/h Cav continued to secure TAN UYEN, 1/7 Arty remained
in DS of 2d Bde, :

15 May: 2d Dde continued Op LLM SCN 67, 2/16 Inf remeined attached
3d Bde. 1/18 Inf remained stteched st ide, 2/18 Inf with B/2/3L hrm (-) .
continued Op LAM SON 67 conducting S&D ops in HUNG DINH Jungle and closed in
to DI iN at 1339H after termineting ops. 1/28 Inf continued Op LAM SON 67
securing Rome Ilow ops, Engr work parties at laterite pit and Frenchmen's
Flat Kock Quarry, clearing ops along Rte BRONZE and continued to provide .
security for Village Chief of TaN 1HUOC KHANH., 2/2 Mech (<) Dn beceme OICON
2d Bde, upon closing THU 10I. 1/7 Arty (-) remained in DS of 2d Bde.

' 16 May: 24 Bde continved Op LAM SON 67, 2/16 Inf remained atteched
3d Bde, 1/18 Inf remeined cttached 1st Dde, 2/18 Inf continued Op LaM SON 67
securing Rome I'low ops, Engr work parties at laterite pit and Frenchman's Flat
Rock Quarry, clearing ops along Rte BRONZE end continued to provide security
for Village Chief of TuNRIXC.. KHNH. 2/2 Mech (-) stood down et THU LOI, 1/7 .
arty (-) remained in DS of 2d Bde,

17 May: 2d Bde continued Op LAM SON 67, 2/16 Inf remained attdched
3d Bde, 1/1¢ Inf vemained attached 1st Bde, 2/18 Inf (-) secured f~me Tlows
in the BINH TRI Woods vic XT9101 and conducted extensive night crbu 2 in
BINH TRI Woods area, 1/28 Inf continued Op LiM SON 67 securing fome llow.
ops, Engr work parties at laterite pit and Frenchmen's Flat Rock Cuerry,
continued to provide security for Village Chief of TAN THUQC KHANH, cleared
end secured Rte DRONZE and Rte 13 to Hwy 314, 2/2 Mech (-) with B/2/34 irm
(<) and Co 4 2/18 Inf roved to field locotions and conducted S&D ops in ONG
DONG Jungle, 1/7 &rty (-) remzined in DS of 2d Bde,

18 Yay: 2d Bde contimued QOp Lak BON 67 &nd Op DaDILS: 2/16 Inf remaine
atch 3d Bdey 1/18 Ini penaitied atch st Bel 2/12 THf (~) continted to secure
Home Plows, conducted SED ops ih AO IMKKNESS and tohducted extensive night
ambushes in A0, 1/28 Inf continued security of Rte DRONZE, Engr work parties
at laterite pit ~nd Frenchman's Flat Rock Cuarry end Village Chief of T:N THUOC
KHANH,  2/2 Mach () with B/2/34 rm (<) and Co A 2/1€ Inf cohducted S8D ops
in AO DARING. 1/7 arty (-) remained in DS of 2d Bde.

19 May: 2d Dde continued Op LAM SON 67, 2/16 Inf remained attached
3d Bde, 1/18 Inf remained ettzched 1st Bde. 2/18 Inf continued Op L&M SON
67 with no change in cssigned mission., 1/28 Inf continued Op LAM SON 67
securing Rte BRONZE, Engr work parties at daterite pit and Frenchman's Flat
Rock Querry, and the Village Chief of TAN FHUOC KHANH, 2/2 Mech (-) with
B/2/34 irm (-) and Co 4 2/18 Inf continued Op LAM SON 67 conducting S&D ops
in ONG DONG Jungle, 1/7 irty (-) remained in DS of 2d Bde,

20 May: 2d Dde continued Op LAM SON 67 and Op DALLAS. 2/16 Inf
remained attached 3d Bde, 1/18 Inf remained atteched 1st Bde., 2/18 Inf
continued Op IAM SON 67 with no chenge in assigned mission, 1/28 Inf continued
Op LuM SON 67 securing Rte DRONZE, Engr wrk perties at laterite rit and 7
Frenchmon's Flat fock Owerry, and the Villege Chief £ TuN THUOC KHANH, 2/2
Mech (-) with B/2/34 Arm (3 and Co 4 2/18 Inf continued Op LiY. SON 67
conducting S&D ops in ONG DONG Jungle. 1/7 4rty (-) continued in DS of 2d Bde,

21 May: 2d Bde continued Op LAM SON 67 and Op DallaS, 2/16 T-"
attoched 3d Bde. 1/18 Inf rumeined eatteched ist Bde, 2/18 Inf (-
at DI iN and prepared for future operations. 1/28 Inf continued Cp ., .
67 securing Rte LRONZE, Engr work parties at laterite pit and Frenchran's Flac
Rock Cuarry, and the Village Chief of TAN THUOC KHWNH. 2/2 Mech (=) with
B/2/34 hrm (=) and Co 4 2/18 Inf continued Op DALL4S conducting S&D o{)s in
ONG DONG Jungle, D/1/k Cav (-) remained OICON 3d Drigade, 1/7 Arty (<)
continued in DS of 2d Bde,
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22 May: 2d Bde continued Op DALLAS ond Op LiM SON 67, 2/16 Inf
remained attoched 3d Bde. 1/16 Inf remaingq attached 1st Ble. 2/18 Inf
becare OICON 1st Dde. 1/28 Inf continued \pf LAM SON 67 securing Rte BRONZE,
Engr work parties at laterite pit’and‘Frenchman's Flat fock Quarry, and the
Village Chief of TAN THUOC; KH.NH. \2/2 Mech whth B/2/34 irm (-) continued Op
DALLLS conducting S&p~ops, th QNG DONG Jungle’, .B/1/4 Cav remained OFCON 3d
Bde. 1/7 Arty remained in D® of 2d Bde,

23 May: 24 Bde eontinued Op DALLAS and Op LAY SON 67, 2/16 Inf remaine
OFCON 34 Bde, 1/18 Inf sirlifted to DI AN,. 2/18 Inf remeined OFCON 1st Bde,
1/28 Inf continued Op LAM SON 67 sccuring Rte BRONZE, Engr work parties at
laterite .pit and Frenchman's Flat Rock Quarry, end the Village Chief of TaN
THUOC KHANH, 2/2 Inf with B/2/3L 4m (-) continued Op DALL/S conducting securit
and recon petrols in ONG DONG Jungle, D/1/4 Cav remained OICON 3d Lde, 1/7
Arty (-) remained in DS of 2d Bde,

2 May: 2d Dde continued Ops DALLAS and LAM SON 67. 1/18 Inf conducted
Op LAM SON 67 rélieving 1/2¢ Inf of secuprity rissions on Rte LDRONZE, Engr work
parties at laterite pit and Frenchmen's Flat fock CQuarry,-and Village Chief
of TAN :HUOCC KHANH. 2/18 Inf remained OFCON 1st Ide, 2/16 Inf rumained OTCON
3d Bde. 1/28 Inf airlifted HU.LOI ¢ THUOC VINH. 2/2 Inf with B/2/34 Arc
(~) continued Op DilL4S conducting S&D ops in AO DiRING. D/1/k Cav (<)
remained OTCON 3d Drigade. 1/7 Arty () remained in DS of 2d ILde,

B s e = B L Ry

25 May: 2d Ide continued Op LAk -SON 67 and terminated Op DALLAS &t
0600H, 1/18 Inf continued Op LaM SON conducting security missions on Rte
BRONZE, Engr work rarties st laterite rit and Frenchman's Flat ‘bek Quarry,
and Village Chief of TxN IHUOC KHiNH, .2/16 Inf remeined OTCON 1st Ede. ﬁ/ 16
Inf airlifted from HHUOC ‘VINH to BIEN HOA end moved from BIEN HOA to DI 4
commencing 0905H. 2/2 Inf with B/2/34 Am (-) continued Op DalLAS c-nducting
S&D ops in i0 DARING. D/1/L Cav {-) remained Div Trps. 1/11 ACR (-, became
OICON 2d Dde O8,5H and conducted S&D in AO BENGLL without incident, *1/7 Lrty

-) remained in DS of 2d Bde, !

26 ¥ay: 2d Bde continued Op LAM SON 67, 1/18 Inf continued Op LAM SON
67 conducting security missions on Rte DRONZE, Engr work parties at laterite
pit end PFrenchman's Flat Hock Quarry, end Villege Chief of TuN PHUOC KHANH,
2/18 Inf remained O;CON 1st nde, 2/16 Inf stood down DI.iN, 2/2 Inf with L/
2/3k nrm (~) continued Op LiY. SON 67 conducting SeD ops in hO DiRING. D/4/4
Cav (-) remained Div Trps. 1/11 A'R (~) continued Op LiM SON 67 conducting
S¢D ops in AO BENG.L. 1/7 Arty (=) remained in DS of 2d Dde,

~

27 May: 2d Bde continued Op LiM SCN 67, 1/18 Inf continued Op L4M SON
67 conducting security missions on Rte BRONZE, Engr work parties at leterite
pit end Frenchman's Flat Fock Quarry, and Village Chief of TAN IHUOC KHANH,
2/18 Inf remained OFCON 1st Dde, 2/16 Inf relieved 1/18 Inf of security
missizns on Rte DRONZE, fingr work parties at leterite pit and Frenchman's ¥iat
Kock Querry, and Village Chief of TiN THUCC KHiNH:- 2/2 Inf with-I/fé/Sh hrm
(~) continued Op LLM SON 67 conducting S&D ops in AO DiWING. D/1/k Cav (~).
renzined Div Trps. 1/11 iCR (=) at 0625H, ecamenced move to XUAN
ICC, relessed OiCON 2d Dle, 1/7 hrty \-) remained in DS of 2d ice.

28 May: 2d Rde continued Op Lal SON 67. 1/18 Inf airlifted DI iN to
X70723 cormencing 1000H end became OICON 3d.GBde, 2/18 Inf remained OFCON tst
Bde, 2/16 Inf ccatinued Op L:M SON 67 conducting sccurity missions on Rte
LRONZE, Engr w.k parties at laterite pit and Frenchman's Flat fock Cuerry,
and Village snief of TuN THUOC KHANH. 2/2 Inf with 5/2/34 hrm (~) continued
Op LaM SON 67 conducting S& ops in 40 DLRING, D/1/b ¢-v (-) remapined Div
Trps, 1/7 frty (=) remained in DS of 24 Ede,

29 May: 2d Bde continued Op LAM SON 67, 1/18 Inf remained OTCON 3¢
Bde, 2/18 Inf remeined OFCON 1st Bde. 2/16 Inf continued Op LAM SN &7
condueting security missions on Rte DRONZE, Engr work parties at lete:
and Frenchren's Flat Rock Qwrry, end Vidlage Chief of TAN FHUOC KE. .
Inf with B/2/3L Arm () continued Op LiM SON 67 conducting S8D ors in sl .
B/1/k Cev (-) remained Div Trys. 1/7 krty (-) remained in DS of 2d Dde.

30 May: 2d Dde continued Op LiM SON 67. 1/18 Inf remained OICON 3d Bde.
2/18 Inf rereined CTCON 18t Dde. 2/16 Inf continued Op LiM SCN 67 conducting
security missions on ite LRONZE, Engr work parties at laterite pit and
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Frenchman's flat Mock Quarry, and Villege Chief of TAN THUOC KHANH, 2/2 Inf

(=) with b/2/34 iArm (-) continued Op LsK SON 67 conducting S&D ops in AQ DARING.

D/1/4 Cav () remained Div Trps. 1/7 arty (-) continued in DS of 2d EBde,

31 May: 2d Bde continued Op Li¥ SON 67. 1/18 Inf remained OFCON 3d Bde
2/18 Inf yemmined OFCON 1st Bde. 2/16 Inf continued Op L&M SON 67 conducting
security nissions on Rte DRONZE, Engr work parties at laterite rit and French-
man's Flat Rock Quarry, and Village Chief of TiN YHUOC iHaNH. 2/2 Inf (=)
with 8/2/34 Arm (-) continued O. LiM SON 67 conducting S8D ors in 4O DARING.

1 June: 24 Lde continued Op LLM SON 67, 1/16 Inf rerained OFCON 3¢
Dde. 2/18 Inf airlifted to DI AN with all elerents closing at 1430H, 2/16
Inf continued Op LAN SON 67 conducting security rissions on Rte GRONZE, Engr
work parties at laterite pit and Frenchman's Flat kock Ouarry, and Villege
Chief of TiN PRIC (HANH, 2/2 Inf with B/2/34 Arm (-) terminated S&D ops in
AO DARING snd commenced move to LAI KHE, D/1/k Cav (-) remained Div Trps.
1/7 arty (=) continued in DS of 2d Dde,

2 June: 2d Ede continued Op LAk SON 67, 1/1¢ Inf rermined OTCON 3d
Bde, 2/18 Inf stood down for meintenance and yrepered for future operetions.
2/16 Inf continued Op LiM SON 67 conducting security missions on Rte LRONZE,
Engr work mrties at laterite ypit and Frenchman's Ylat Bock Cuarry, and Village
Chief of T-N 1HUOC KHANH. B/2/34 4rm (-} stood down at [T AN conducting
maintenence. 1/7 arty (-) continued in DS of 2d Ide,

3 June: 2d Lde continued Op Lal SON 67, 1/18 Inf at 1240H relieved
2/16 Inf of security msn on Rte DRONZE, Engr work perties ot daterite pit and
Frenchman's Flet Rock Quarry, and Village Chief of TiN IHUOC KHANH., 2/16 Inf
¢otinued Op LAM SON 67 conducting security missions on Rte DRONZE, Engr work
parties et laterite pit and Frenchman's Flagt Rock Cuerry, and Villege Chief
of TaM JHUCC KHANH until relieved by 2/18 Inf at 1240H. 1/7 irty () continue.
in DS of 24 Lde,-

4 June: 2d Lde continued Op LiM SON 67, 1/18 Inf remained OICON 1st
Dde, 2/18 Inf continued Op LAk SON 67 conducting security missions on Rte
LRONZE, Engr work parties ot laterite pit an< Frenchman's Flat Hock Cuerry
and Village Chief of TaN THUOC KHiNH. 2/16 Inf continued to stand down at
DI AN end preparecd for future ops. 1/7 irty (-) continved in DS of 2d Bde.

5 June: 2d Lde continued Op L.l SON &7, 1/18 Inf remained OTFCON
18t Bde, 2/16 Inf continued Op LiM SON 67 conducting security missions on
Rte DBRONZE, Zngr work perties at laterite pit and Frenchman's Flat Rock
Quarry, and Vidlage Chief of TAN JHUOC KH.NH., 2/16 Inf continued to stand down
et DI AN end prepared for future ops. 1/7 irty (-) continued in DS of 24 Bde.

6 June: 2d bide contirued Op LuM SON 67 :nd cormenced S&D in 10 STRIKE,
1/18 Inf became OFCON 2d Dde O7OOH and conduci:cd S&D in AO STRIKE, 2/1¢ Inf
continued Op Li SON 67 conducting security missions on Rte DRONZE, Engr work
parties at laterite pit and Frenchman's Flat Rock Quarry and Vil age Chief of
TAN JHUOC KHAIH, 2/16 Inf airlifted from DI AN into 40 STRIKE vic XT782227
cormencing 1320K, 1/7 arty (-) continued in DS of 24 lide,

7 June: 2¢ Bde continued Op LAM SON 67 2nd S&D in »0 STRIKE, "1/18
Inf continued to stand down at DI /N, 2/18 Inf continued Op LaM SON 67
conducting security missions on Rte CRONZE, Engr work perties at laterite pit
end Frenchman's Flat Mock Quarry and Village Ohief of TiN FHUOC KHLNH.” 2/16
Inf continved S&D ors in A0 STRIKE without incicent, D/1/k4 Cav continued
Vi's & Bagle Flights in x0's LM SON & STRIKE. 1/7 irfy (-) continued in DS
of 2d Dde, :

8 June: 24 Bde continued Op LiM SON 67 and 84D in 40 STRIKE. 1/1¢ In
continued to stand down at DI AN and prepared for future ops, 2/18 Inf cone
tinued Op LuM SON 67 conducting security missions on'Rte BRONZE, Ency **
perties at laterite pit and Frenchran's Flat Hock Cuerry and Vil»- £
TN THUOC KHANH. 2/16 Inf coatinued S&D ops in A0 STRIKE. D/1/4 .. -
VR's & Eagle Flights in AO's LiM SON & STRIKE. 1/7 irty (-) continued in DS
of 24 Bde, ) \

9 June: 2d Bde continued ' Op Lil SON 67 and S&D in, »0 STRIKE. 1/18
Inf continued security ops at DI /N and prepercd for future ops, 2/18 Inf
continued Op LAM SON 67 conducting 3ecurity missions on Rte BRONZE, Engr work
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parties at laterite pit and Frenchman's ¥lat *ock Cuarry end Villoge Chief of
TaN JHUOC KHANH until Q9O0H! '2/16 Inf continued S&J ops in A0 STRIKE, D/1/4
Cav continued VR'z-& Eaglé Flights in iQ's LAM SON & STRIKE. 1/7 irty (-)
continued in 75 of 2d bde.

10 gune: 2d Gde continued Op LAM SON end S&D in 40 STRIKE. 1/18 Inf
roved to LiI KHE commencing 0943H. 2/18 Inf was relieved of Frenchren's Flat
Hock Cuarry and Village Chief of TAN FHUCS KHANH at O94OH by 2/2 Inf, 2/16
Inf continuzd S&D ops in »0 STRIKE until 1400H vhen Dn cormmenced 2irlift to
1HUCC VINH, 1/4 Cov (=) becare OFCON 2d Bde. D/1/k Cav continued VR's and

Eegle Flights in 40's Lak SON & STRIRE. 1/7 Arty (=) continued in DS of 2d iLde.

11 June: 2¢ Bde continued Op LuM SCN 67. 1/18¢ Inf remained OFCON 3d
Bde, 2/1& Inf rerained OFCON 3d Bde. 2/2 Mech continued Op LAM SON 67
conducting security msns on Rte DRONZE, Engr work parties at laterite pit and
Rock Quarry, and Village Chief of TAN IHWC KHINH. 1/4 Cav continued Op LiM
SON 67 initiating S&D ops in ONG DONG Jungle, 1/7 irty continued in DS of
24 Dde,

12 June: 2d Ede continued Op La¥ SON 67, 1/1¢ Inf remained OICON
3d Bde, 2/1€ Inf remdined OFCON 3d Bde. 2/16 Inf romained OICON ist Bde,
2/2 Vech continued Or LiM SON 67 conducting security msns on Rte DRONZE, Engr
work parties at laterite pit and Bock Ouarry, and Village Chief of T/N THUOC
KH.NH,  1/4 Cov continued Op IAM SON 67 conducting S&D ops in ONG LONG Jungle.
1/7 hrty continueq in DS of 2d Bde. :

13 June: 2d bde continued Op LiM SON 67, 1/18 Inf remained CFCON 73d
Bde. 2/18 Inf remained OICON 3d Lde, 2/16 Inf remeined OTCON 1st Bde, 2/22
Mech continued Op LAM SON 67 conducting security missions on Rte CRONZE, Engr
work rerties at laterite pit and fock Ouerry, and 'illage Chief of T.N iHUOC
KHANH,  1/k Cav continued Op LM SON 67 conducting S&D ops in ONG T e
1/7 hvty continued in DS of 2d Bde,

14 June: 2d Ide continued Op LAM SON 67, 1/18 Inf remained OICOi
3d Bde, 2/18 Inf remained OFCON 3d DLde, 2/16 Inf remained OTCON-1st Dde.
2/2 Mech continued Op LiM SCN 67 conducting security msns at Rock Cuarry,
illage Chief of TAN THUOC KHiNH and prepared for future ops. 1/4 Cav
continued Op L4M SON 67 conducting security ops on Rte DRONZE without incident.
1/7 &rty continued in LS of 2d e,

15 June: 2d Dde continued Op LiM SON 67, 1/18 Inf remained OICON
3d Bde. 2/1€ Inf remained OFCON 3d Lde., 2/16 Inf remained OICON 1st ide,
2/2 Mech continued Op LAY SON 67 conducting security msns on Rte tRONZE, Engr
work parties et laterite pit end Rock Cuarry , and Villege Chief of TiN THUOC
KHWNB, 1/l Cav continued Op LAM SON 67 conducting S&Dops in ONG DONG Jungle,
1/7 Lrty continued in DS of 2d Bde,

16 June: 2d Lde continued Op Lal SON 67, 1/1¢ Inf remeined OFCON
3d Bde, 2/1& Inf remained OTCON 3d Lde, 2/16 Inf remained CPCON st Lce,
2/2 ¥ech continued Op Lol SCN 67 conducting security msns at Rock Cwrry,
Village Chief of TAN FHUOC KH:NH. 1/4 fav continued Op LLM SON 67 conducting

aecgrity ops on Rte LRONZE without incident. 1/7 Arty continued in DS of
2d Dde,

17 June: 2d Bde continued Or Lu¥ SON 67. 1/1& Inf remained OFCON
3d Lde, 2/1% Inf remained 0:CON 3d Lce, 2/16 Inf r.meined OTCON 1st Ede.
2/2 Mech continued Op LiM SON 67 conducting security msns at fock Cuarry,
Village Chief of TuN THUOC KHaNH and prepared for ~ar. ore. 1/7 hkrty
continued in DS of 2d Dde.

18 June: 24 Ide in conjunction with DINH DUCKG Eector conducted raids
on reported tunnel locations at objectives X (XT852246), Y (XT€65237) and 2
(XT€55260), 1/16 Inf remeined OFCON 3d Bde. 2/1€ Inf remained OiCON ~
2/16 Inf remained OICON 1st Dde. 1/4 Cev continued Op LaM SON 67 «
security ors on Rte LRONZE, ot fuck Quarry and Village.Chief of Tib
1/% Arty continued in DS of 2d Ede.

19 June: 2d Lde continued Op LiM SON 67, 1/18 Inf remained OICON
3d Bde, 2/16 Inf remasined GICON 34 Dde, 2/16 Inf remained OICON ist Dde,
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1/l Cav continued Op LM SON 67 with 2 Flets of B/2/34 hrm and a Ilat of
h/5/2 Arty conducting security ops on Rte LRONZE, et Hock Quarry and Villege
Chief of TAN FHUOC KHANH. 1/7 Lrty continued in D_S o ’'2d Bde. .

20 June: 24 Bde continusd Op L&M SON 67, 1/18 Inf remained OFCON

" 34 Bde, 2/18 Inf remained OICON 3d Dde, 2/16 Inf remained OICON ist Lde,

1/b gav (-) with 2 Tlats of B/2/34 arn ond 1 Flat a/5/2 irty conducted security
ops on Rte DRONZE, at Rock Quarry end with Village Chief of TaN THUOC KHANH.
1/7 hrty continued in DS-of 2d Dde.

21 June: 2d bde continued Op LiM SON 67, 1/18 Inf remained OICON 3d
Bde, 2/18 Inf rerained OFCON 3d Bde, 1/16 Inf remained OPCON 1st bde. 1/4
Cav (-) with 2 Flats of 4/2/34 Arm and 1 Tlat i/5/2 Arty conducted security
ops on Rte BRONZE, at Fock Quarry and with Village Chief of TiN THUOC KHANH.
1/7 Arty continued in DS of 2d Dde, B DR .

22 June: 2d bde continued Op Li¥ SON 67, 1/18 Inf remained OFCON

'3d Bde, 2/18 Inf remained OICON 3d ide, 2/16 Inf remained OFCON 1st Dde.

1/4 Cav (~) with 2 Tlats of I1/2/34 Arm end 1 Flat 4/5/2 irty-conducted security
ops on Rte FRONEE, Hwy 13, at Rock Cwerry and with Village Chief of TalN JHUOC
KHINH and conducted S&D oxs in sector, 1/7 irty continued in DS of 2d Bde,

23 June; 2d Cde continued Op Li¥ SON 67, 1/18 Inf (~) closed DI /N
1830H reverting OICON 2d Bde. 2/i8 Inf remained OFCON 3d Bde, 2/16 Inf
remained OICON 1st Lde. 1/4 Cav (=) with 2 Flats of »/2/34 hrm end 1 Flat
#/5/2 hrty conducted security ops on Rte DRONZL, Hwy 13, at Rock Quarry znd
with Village Chief of TuN FHUOC KHANH and conducted S&D ops in sector.

2, June: 24 Bde continued Op LiM SON 67, 1/18 Inf {-) concucted
local security at DI AN and prepared for future ops., 2/1¢ Inf rem~3nec OYCON
3d Dde, 2/16 Inf remained OiCON 1st Dde. 1/4 Cav (-) with 2 Flets .. -/2/34
Amm and 1 Tlat 4/5/2 Avty conducted security ors on Rte LRONZE, at iock Cusrr
and with Village Chief of TuwN THUOC KHANH, 1/7 Arty continued in DS of 2d Ide

25 June: 2d ide continued Of LAM SON 67, 1/18 Inf conducted security
missions at fock Cuarry and with Village Chief of TuN THUOC KH/INH and prepared
for cordon and search oy at LONG T.M (X7935052)., 2/18 Inf remained OFCON 3d
vde. 2/16 Inf remained OICON 1st tde. 1/4 Cav (-) at 0938H coved from THU
I0I to LAI KHE closing et 1120H and becoming OiCON 1st Bde. A/5/2 hrty (=)
conducted road clearing and security on Rte inONZE, 1/7 arty continued in DS
of 24 Bde.

26 June: 2d tde continued Op Li} SON 67, 1/18 Inf (-) conducted msns
at Rock Quarry and with Village Chief of TAN IHUOC KHANH and re.ticipated in
cordon end search op &t DONG TAM (XT935052), maintaining seal of the hemlet
throughout the night end during the search which was completed by 1100H. 2/18
Inf {-) after being zirlifted to DIEN HOA departed by road to DI AN closing
at 1912H, reverting OICON 2d Bde., 2/16 Inf remained OTCON 1st Lde, 1/7 hrty
continued in DS of 2d ide, :

27 June: 2d Bde continued Cy LaM SON 67, 1/1¢ Inf conducted local
security ors at DI AN, 2/1¢ Inf (-) conducted local security and relieved
1/1& Inf () of security msns at the Rock Ouarry snd the Villege Chief of TAN
FHUOC KHANH, 2/16 Inf remeined OFCON 1st Bde, 4/5/2 irty (=) conducted road
clearing and security on Rte CHONZE, 1/7 Arty continued in DS of 2d Dde,

.2¢ June: 2d Bde continued Or LaM SON 67, 1/1% Inf (-) derarted DI «N
ot 0825H and closed field locations at '095¢H for Op UNY LITOWN. 2/1€ Inf con-
ducted security mens at the Rock Ouarry and the Vil . Chief of TiN FHUOC
KHANH, secured Rome Tlows and conducted S&D ops in LINH TRI Woods, 2/16 Inf
remained OFCON 18t Dde, A/5/2 Arty conducted road clesring and security on Rt
LHONZE., 1/7 frty continued in IS of 2d Dde, B

\

29 June: 2 Gde continued On LiM SON 67, 1/16 Inf (-) with

(Mech) rensined OICCN 9th Div for Op UNIONTOWN., 2/18 Inf (-) concuct.
msns at the Hock Quarry and the Village Chief of T/N MHUOC KHANH, secured rom
Flows and conducted S8D ors in DINH TRI Woods, 2/16 Inf remeined OICON ist
Dde. 2/2¢ Inf closed FHU LOI at 1420H becoming OFCON 2d Lde. 4/5/2 Arty
(~) conducted road cleering and security on Rte DRONZE, 1/7 srty continued
in DS of 7d Lde, \ N
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30 June: 2d Ede continued Up LiM SON 67, 1/18 Inf (-) with b/2/2
Inf (Mech) remaitied OFCON 9th Div for Op UNIONTOWN., 2/1¢ Inf (~) conducted
security msns at the Rock Quarty and the Village Chief of TN THUOC KHLNH,
sécured fome Flows ahd sealed sector'of villsie BINH CHULN by 0359H. 2/16 Inf
remained OTCON 1st Ddz, 2/2¢ Inf roved from THU I0f at O148H to seal. a
sector of LINH CHUWN by 0359H, D/1/); Cav (-) conducted VE's at vic XT7917,
XT7918, XT6118 ard ;1918 cormencing et 0614H, A/5/2 Arty contluctsd road
clesring and security on Rte LRONZE. 1/7 irty continued in DS of 2d Dde,

1 July: 2d Dde continued O Lu¥ SON 67, 1/1¢ Inf rear elements
at DI /N conducted a sod size rvcon patrol N of D1 AN and positioned a night
ambush vic XT893094. 2/18 Inf conducted S& ops in LINH TRI VWonds, 2/16 Inf
remained OICON tst Lde. D/1/k Cav became OFCON 24 Lde at 1109H for a
coordinated US/ARVN raid on reported VC meeting in THU CHANH,. 1/7 hrty
continued in DS of 2d Bde.

2 July: 22 Dde conbinued Op LeM SON 67, 1/16 Inf (-) with Co B 2/2
Inf (Mech) remcined OFCON Sth Div for Op UNIONTOWN. 2/18 Inf conducted securit;
msns at the Rock Cuarry and Villoge Chief of TuN FHUCC*KHANH, secured Rome
Flows, and continued conducting S&D ops in DINH TRI Voods, 2/16 Inf remained
OFCON 1st Dde, D/1/L Cav (-) ARFs were screrbied at OTL5H to sscure downed
ecft vic XT760309, A/5/2 hrty (-) conducted road clearing and security on Rte
LRONZE, 1/7 Arty continued in 1S of 2d Ide,

3 July: 2d Bde continued Op LiM SON 67. 1/18 Inf (=) with Co L 2/2
Inf (Mes:: . ained OICON Sth Div for Op UNIONTOWN. 2/18 Inf conducted
securit, » - . at the Rock Querry and Village Chief of TAN THUOC KHANH, secured
fome Tlows, and gontinued conducting S&D ops in BINH TRI Vioods, 2/16 Inf
recained OFCON st Ede. A/5/2 Arty (-) concucted roed clearing and gecurity
on Rte DRONZE. 1/7 Arty continued in DS of 24 Lde,” *

L4 July: 2d Bde continued Op LAM SON 67, 1/1& Inf () with Co T

2/2 Inf (Mech) remained OFCON 9th Div for Op UNIONTOWN. 2/16 Inf conducted
security msns at the Hock Quarry end Village ‘hief of TiN THUOC KHiNH, secured
fcme Flows, and continued conducting S&D ors in GINH TRI Woods, 2/16 Inf
remained OFCON 1st Lde. 4/5/2 Arty (-) conducted rogd clearing and security
on Rte BRONZE. 1/7 arty comtinued in DS of 2d Lde,

5 July: 2d bde continued Op LiM SON 67, 1/18 Inf (-) with Co B 2/2
Inf (Mech) remained OFCON 9th Div for Op UNIONTOWN, 2/18 Inf conducted security
mens at the Rock Cuarry and Village Chief of TN THUCC KHANH, secured lome
Fows, and continued conducting S&V ops in DINH TRI Woods, 2/16 Inf remained
OICON 1st Lde. 4/5/2 Arty (-} with 1 Ilat C/1/k Cav conducted rced clearing
and security on Rte LRONZE. 1/7 Arty continued in DS of 2d Lde.

6 July: 24 Bde continued Op LiM SON 67, 1/18 Irf with 5/2/2 Inf
(Mech) remained OFCON 9th Div for Op UNIONTOWN. 2/18 Irf conducted security
msne at the Mock Cuarry and Village Chief of TAN IHUOC KHiNH, secured Rome
Flows, and continued conducting S&D ors in LINH TRI Woods, 2/16 Inf (~)
remzined OFCON 1st Lde, 4/5/2 frty (-) with 1 T'lat C/1/4 Cev conducted road
clearing and security on Rte LRONZE, . 1/7 arty continued in DS of 2d Dde,

7 July: 2d bde continued Op LAM SON 67, 1/1& Inf (-) wilh L/2/2
Inf (Mech) remsined OTCON 9th Div for Op UNIONTOWN. 2/1€ Inf conducted se-
curity mens at the Yock Quarry end Village Chief of TiN FHUOC KHANH until
released by C/1/4 Cav by 0920H, 2/16 Inf (-) wes airlifted from CUAN LOI with
Tirst Acft erriving at LIEN HOA at 1055H and the last at 1501H becoming
OICON 2d Bde, 2d ide School conducted three recon patrois E & SE of DI AN,
4/5/2 ixty (-) with 1 Tlat C/1/4 Cav conducted road clewring and secarity
on Rte LRONZL. 1/7 srty continued in DS of 24 Dde,

€ July: 2d Dde continued Op LAM SON 67, 1/18 Inf (=) with L/2/R
Inf (Mech) remained OFCON Sth Div for Op UNIONTOWN. 2/18 Inf (~) rer--
OFCON 1st L'do, 2/16 Inf (-) elements relieved Trp C/1/4 Cav of sue .
missions at Rock Querry and for Village Caicf of TAN FHUOC KH/NH, 2 a an
(=) with B/1/18 Inf becume OICON 2d Lde upon closing IHU LOI. 1/4 Cav (-)
with elements of 4/5/2 Arty (-) and L/2/3k Arm (-) become OTCON 2d Dde at
0700H and essumed sccurity missions of Rte BRONZE, Rome Tlows, and respon-
sibility of convoy escort, 1/7 srty continued in DS of 2d Ide,
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9 July: 2d Bde continued Op Li¥ SON 67, .1/18 Inf () with B/2/2 Inf
(Mech) remained OPCON 9th Div for Op UNIONTOWN.- 2/18 Inf (~) remained OPCON
1st Bde. 2/16 Inf (-) elements continded security miseions at Rock Quarry
and for.Village Chief of TAN PHUOC KHANH. 2/2 Inf (-) with B/2/2 Inf completed
seal of their sector of THUAN GIAO by O100H and msintained seal throughout the
night and during the search. 1/4 Cav (-) with elements of A/5/2 Arty (-)
and B/2/34 Arm (~) continued security missions of Route BRONZE, Rome Flows,

responsibility of conwy escort and conducted S8D ops in sector, 1/7 Arty
continued in DS of 24 Bde, . . :

10 July: 2d Bde continuéd Op LAM SON 67, 1/18 Inf (-) witn B/R/2 Inf
(Mech) remained OFCON 9th Div for Op UNIONTOWN, 2/18 Inf (-) rema hed OPCON
1s§. quzv 2/1 Igf, (,—)Apl.eniepté?{u continued security missions at Rock Quarry
and for’'Village.Chief of TAN FHUQQ-KHANH; condueted. lgcal security missions
angd prepered ‘%’or".f.uﬁgr@ opsy . /% -;f?“ﬁ:egy (}5 ’t{i!%. }}é}{}%eim,enéf '3#19. Flat
B/2/34"Arri; conducted-S€D.oré acuth ‘of KHANE- VAN 2t vid X (21;0 dnd "¥T908147,
145 Cav, (=) with: sléments™of §/5/2 Arty £) and B/2/3} Ara (=) continued -
sbcurity missions of Rte BRONZE, Roms Pléwsy’ respansibility of conioy escort” :
and conducted S&D ops in ‘sector, 2d Bde Schoal glemspis positipned 2 night
embushes vic XT894077 and XT902085,, 1/7 4rty, continyed Ip PS.f 24 By

oo 1)Julys 24 °Bde continued Op LAN SON 67, 1/18 Inf (-) with'B/2/2
Inf (Mech) remained OFCON Gth Div for Op UNIONTOWN, 2/18 Inf (-) remained
OPCON 1st Bde, 2/16 Inf (-) elements continued security misgions at Rock Cuarry
angd for Village Chief of TAN FHUOC KHANH, conducted locel security missions,
2/2 Inf (Mech% (~) with B/1/18 Inf conducted local security msns at PHU LOI.
1/4 Cav (-) with elements of A/5/2 »rty (~) and b/2/34 Arm (-) continued
security missions of Rte BRONZE, Mome Flows, responsibility of convoy escort
end conducted S&D ops in sector, 1/7 Arty continued in DS of 2d Dde,

12 July: 2d Bde continued Op LAM SON 67, 1/18 Inf (-) wii' ,2/2 Inf
(Mech) remeined OFCON 9th Div for Op UNIONTORN. 2/18 Inf (-) remained OPCON
ist Bde., 2/16 Inf (-) elements continued security missions at Rock Cuarry
and for- Village Chief of TAN PHUOC KHANH., 2/2 Inf (Mech) (-) completed seal
of ‘their sector of VINH TRUONG by C437 and mainteined seal throughout the
n?ght and during search, 1/4 Cav (~) with elements of 4/5/2 Arty (~) and
B/2/34 Arm {~) continued security missions of Rte BRONZE, Rome Plows,
responsibility of convoy escort and corducted S&D ope in sector. 1/7 Arty
continued in DS of 2d bde, ' '

" 13 July: <d Bde continued'Op LAM SON 67. 1/18 Inf with B/2/2 Inf
(Mech) remained OFCON 9th Div for Op UNIONTOWN. 2/18 Inf. (-) remained OPCON
1st Bde. 2/16 Inf elements continued security missions at Rock Quarry and
for Village Chief of TAN FHUOC KHANH, 2/2 Inf (Mech) (~) conducted joint
S¢D ops in conjunction with 5th ARVN Div and BINH DUONG Sector vie XT826198.
1/l Cav (~) with element: of A/5/2 Arty (-) ond b/2/34 Arm () continued see

- curity missions of Rte BRONZE, “ome Plows, responsibility of convoy escort and

¢onducted SED ops in sector., 1/7 Arty continued in DS of 2d Bde,

14 July: 2d Bde cont .Op LAM SON 67, © 1/18 Inf with 8/2/2 Inf (Mech)
remined OPCON 9th Div for Op UNIONTOWN. 2/18 Inf (-) remained OFCON 1st Bde.
2/16 Inf elements continued security missions at Hock Quarry and for Village
Chief of TN PHUOC KHANH., 2/2 Inf (Mech) (=) with B/1/7 Arty in DS conducted
S&D ops vic XT773230, 1/L Cev’ (=) with elements of 4/5/2 Arty (-) and B/2/34
Arm (-) continued security miseions of Rte BHONZE, Rom¢ Plows, responsibility
of con;oy escort and conducted 5&D ops in sector, 1/7 Arty continued in DS
of 2d Bde,

15 July: 2d Bde continued Op LAM SON 67. 1. 18 Inf with B/2/2 Inf -
{Mech) remained OFCON Sth Div for Op UNIONTOWN., 2/1¢ Inf (-) remained OFCON
1st Bde., 2/16 Inf elements continued security missions at Rock Cuarry and for
Yillpge Chief of TAN IHUOC KHANH. 2/2 Inf (Megh) elements piovided sccurity
for Engr elements repairing Hwy commencing 1320H, 1/4 Cav (=) with ele-
of A/5/2 Arty (-) and B/2/34 Arm (-) continued security missions o%
BRONZE, Yome Flows, responsibility of conwy escort and conducted .-
sector, ' 1/7 Arty continued in DS of 2d Bde, §

16 July: 2d Bde continued Op LAM SON 67, 1/18 Inf with B/2/2 Inf
(Mech) remained OFCON 9th Div tor Op UNICNTOWN., 2/18 Inf (-) remained OPCON
st Bde, 2/16 Inf elements continued secwity missions et “ock Cuarry and
for Village Chief of TAN FHUOC KHsNH. 2/2 Inf (kech): Co A provided security
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for Engr work perties vi¢ XT91820% and XT923202, 1/ Cav (-) with elements

of A/5/2 Arty (=) and b/2/3L Arm {-) continued security missions on Route
BRONZE, responsibility of conwoy escort and conducted S&D ops in sector., Rie
BRONZE was cleared and outposted by 0745H, 1/7 Arty continued in DS of 2d Bde,

17 July: 2d Bde continued Op LAY SON 67, 1/18 Inf with B/2/2 Inf
(Msch) vemeined OFCON 9th Div for Op UNIONTOWN. 2/18 Inf (-) remained OFCON
1st Bde, 2,16 Inf elements continued security missions at Fock Quarry end
for Village Chief of TaN PHUOC KHANH, 2/2 Inf (Mech) (-) continued security
of FSB "C! and Engr work parties vic KHANH VAN with Co A and Recon Flat. )
1/L Cav (~) with slements of A/5/2 Arty (=) and »/2/3L Arm (-) continued securit.-
missions on Rte BRONZE, responsibility of convoy escort and conducted S&D ops
in sector, 1/7 Arty continued in DS of 2d Bde,

. 18 July: 2d Bde continued Op LAM SON 67, y1s Inf (=) with ©/2/2 Inf
(Mech) terminated participation in Op UNIONTOWN. 2/18 Inf (-) remeined OPCON
1st Bde, . 2/16 Inf elements continued security missions at Rock Cverry and for
Village Chief of TAN PHUOC KHANH. 2/2 Inf (Mech) (-) continued security of
FSB "C" and Engr work parties vic KHANH VAN with Co A and Recon Flat, 1/l Cav
(<) with elements of #/5/2 Arty () and B/2/3L Ara (~) continued security
missions on Rte BRONZE, responsibility of convoy escort and conducted S&D ops
in sector, 1/7 Arty continued in DS of 2d Bde,

19 July: 2d bde continued Op LAM SN 67, 1/18 Inf continued local
security missions at DI AN end prepared for future ops, 2/18 Inf (-)
remained OPCON 1st Bde, 2/16 Inf elements continued security missions at
Rock Quarry and for Village Chief of TN FHUOC KHANH, 2/2 Inf (Mech) continued
local security missions at PHU 10 and eecurity of FSFB "C¥, 1/4 Cav (=)
with elements of A/5/2 Arty (=) continued security missions on Rte ERNNZE and
responsibility of convoy escort, 1/7 Arty continued in DS of 2d Bd: .

20 July: 2d Bde continued Op LAM SON 67, 1/18 Inf contdinued locel
security mizsions at DI AN and prepered for future ops. 2/18 Inf (~)
remeined OFCON 3d Bde, 2/16 Inf elements contiruved security missions at
Rock Quarry and for- vﬂlage Chief of TAN PHUOC KHANH, 2/2 Inf (Mech) with
B/2/3L irm and elements of A/16€ Engr and B/1 En/gr cormenced jungle clesring
ops at O726H, 1/h Cav (~) with elements of A/5/2 Arty (-) continued security
missions on Route BRONZE cnd responsibility of convoy escort, 1/7 Arty
continued in DS of 2d Bde,

21 July: 2d 8= gontinued ‘Op LAM SON 67. 1/18 Inf remasined OPCON
1st Bde, 2/18 Inf /-) remained OPCON 3d Bde, 2/16 Inf.elements continued
security missions at fock Quarry and for Village Chief of TaN FHUCC KHANH.
2/2 Inf (Mech) with B/2/3l 4rm and elements of A/168 Engr and b/1 Engr contin.
ued Op FAUL BUNYAN. 1/4 Cav (-) with elements of A/5/2 Arty (=) continued
security missions on Rte BRONZE and responsibility of convoy escort. 1/7 arty
continued in DS of 2d Bde, ‘

22 July: 2d Bde. continued Op LAM SON 67. 1/18 Inf remained OPCON
1st Bde. 2/18 Inf (=) remained OFCON 3d Bde, 2/16 Inf elements continued
security missions at Rock Cusrry snd for Village Chief of TAN PHUOC KHANH,
2/2 Inf (Mech) with B/2/3l Arm and elements of A/168 Engr and'B/1 Engr
continued Op PAUL BUNYAN, 1/4 Cay (-) with elements of 4/5/2 Arty (-)
continued security missions on Rbe BRONZE and responsibility of convoy escort,
1/7 Arty continued in DS of 2d Bde,

23 July: 2d Bds continued Op LAM SON 7. ¢  ° *nf remained OFCON
1st Bde. 2/18 Inf remmined OPCON 3d Bde. 2/16 Inf uts continued security
missions at Rock Quarry and for Village Chief of Til 1..:0C XHANH. 2/2 Inf
(Mech) with B/2/34 srm and elements of A/168 Engr continued Op FAUL BUNYAN.
2/28 Inf was eirlifted commencing 1415H from AO STRIKE to DI N, becoming
CFCON 24 Bde, 1/4 Cav (=) with elements of 4/5/2 Arty () continued -
missions on Rte BRONZE and responeibility of convoy emcort. 1/7 hrt
continued in DS of 2d Bde,

2l July: 24 Bde continued Op LAM SON 67, 1/18 Inf remajned OPCON 1st
Bde, 2/18 Inf remained OFCON 34 Bde, 2/16 Inf elements continued security
missions at Rock Quarry and for Village Ch’.f of TN FHWOC KHANH, 2/2 Inf
(Mech) with B/2/34 Arm and elements 6f A/168 Engr and ©/1 Engr continued Op

CONFIBENTIAL
+46 /




CONFIDENTIAL

FAUL BUNYAN, 2/28 Inf conducted local ‘security imsns at DI AN and prepared
for future op, 1/L4 Cav (-) with elements of A/5/2 érty (~) continued security
missions on Route BRONZE and responsibility of convoy escort., 1/7 Arty
continued in DS of 2d Bde,

25 July: 24 Bde continued Op L&M SON 67, 1/18 Inf romained OFCON
1st Bde, 2/18 Inf remained OFCON 3d'Bde., 2/16 Inf elements continued
security missions at Rock Quarry and for Village Chief of TAN FHUOC KHANH.
2/2 Inf (Mech) with B/2/34 Arm and elements of 4/168 Engr and 5/1 Engr
continued Op PAUL'BUNYAN, 2/2¢ Inf conducted local security msns at DI AN.
1/4 Cav (=) with elements of 4/5/2 Arty (~) continued security missions on
Route BRONZE and responsibility of convdy escort. 1/7 Arty continued in DS
of 2d Bde,

26 July: 2d Bde contipngd Op 1AM SON 67. 1/18 Inf remeined OFCON
1st Bde, 2/18 Inf remained OFCON 3d tde, 2/16 Inf elements continued, security
miasions at Rock Quarry and for Village Chief of TAN FHUCC KHANH. 2/2 Inf
(Mech) with B/2/34 Arm end elsments of 4/168 Engr and b/1 Engr continued
Op PAUL BUNYAR. 2/28 Inf completed its portion of the seal of FHU CHANH.
1/4 Cav (-) with elements of 4/5/2 krty (-) continued security rissions on Rte
BRONZZ, responsibility of convoy escort, and conducted S&D ops in ONG DONG
Jungle, 1/7 Arty continued in DS of 2a Bde.

27 July: 2d Bde continued Op LAM SON 67, 1/18 Inf rewained OFCON
1st Bde. 2/18 Inf remained OFCON 3d Bde, 2/16 Inf elements continued
security nissions at l'ca.ck Cuarry and for Village Chief of T:N PHUOC KHANH.
2/2 Inf (Mech) with b/2/34 irm and elements of i/168 Engr and B/t Engr continues
Op PiUL DUNYAN, 2/28 Inf continued to maintain it's portion of seal of PHU
CHANH, 1/4 Cav (-) with eloments of A/5/2 Apty (=) continued security
nissions on Rte BRONZE, responsibility of convoy escort, end conduc’. 2&D
ops in ONG DONG Jungle, 1;}0Arty continued in DS of 2d Bde,

28 July: 2d Bde continued Op LAM SON 67, 1/18 Inf remained OFCON
st Bde, 2/18.Inf remained OPCON 3d Bde, 2/16 Inf elements continued
-security missions et lock Quarry and for Village Chief of TAN PHUOC KHANH.
2/2 Int (Mech) with ©/2/3/, hrm and elements of A/168 Ingr and B/1 Engr (<)
continued Op PAUL BUNYAN, 1/4 Cav (-) with elements of A/5/2 Arty ()
continued security missions on Rte LIONZE, responsibility of conwoy escort,
and conducted S&D ops in ONG DONG Jungle, 1/7 srty dontinued in DS of 2d Bde,

29 July: 2d Bde continued Op LaM SON 67, 1/18 Inf commenced airliftin
from LAY KHE at 1340H and air assaulted in the vic PHU CHANH. 2/18 Inf
remained ORION 3d Ede, 2/16 Inf elements continued security missions at Rock
Cuarry and for Village Chief of TaN PHUOC KHWNH. 2/2 Inf (Mech) with B/2/34
Arm and elerents of 4/168 Engr énd b/1 Ingr (-) continuediOp FAUL BUNYAN,

1/4 Cev (~) with elements of 4/5/2 Arty (-) continued security missions on
Rte BRONZE, responsibility of convoy escort, and conducted S&D operations in
ONG DONG Jungle. '

. 30 July: '2d °de continued Op LaM SON 67, 1/18 Inf remained OFCON st
Bde, 2/18 Inf remained QFCON 3d Bde, 2/16 Inf became OFCON 1st Bde at O7COH
and airlifted into 40 STRIXE, 2/2 Inf {(Mech) with B/2/34 Arm and elements

of 4/168 Engr and B/1 Engr (-) coptinued Op PAUL BUNYAN. 1/4 Cav (=) with
elements of 4/5/2 Arty (-) contintsg security missions on Hte LRONZE,
reaponsibility of convoy escort, and’¢onducted S&D operztions in ONG DONG
Jungle, 2/28 Inf relieved 2/16 Inf of“pecurity ri<cs rs at Rock Cuarry and
for Viila'gg Chief of TAN FHUOC KHANH, 1/7 Lrty cord ' in DY of 2d Bde.

31 July:  2d Bde continued Op LaM SON 67, 1, .- inf remeined OFCON"
1st Bde, 2/18 Inf remained OFCON 3d Bde. 2/16 Inf remained OFCON 1st Bde.
2/2 Inf.(Kech) with B/2/3L Arm end elements of A/168 Engr and B/ Engr (-)
continued Op PUAL BUNYAN, 1/4 Cav (~) with elemente of 4/5/2 Arty (-
continued security missions on Rte ERONZE, ‘respongibility of conviy
security mission of ¥SPB MK" and conducted S3D ops in ONG DONG Jungle,:

2/28 Inf continged séecurity iseions at Rock Quarry and fon Yillage Chief
of TiN PHUOC KH/NH and conducted S&D ops in AO DAUNTLESS, 1{/7 Arty continued
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7« (C) Part VII: DISCUSSION AND RECOM END..TION:
a, Psychological Operetions:

(1) Discussion: During the preceding period 1 May 67 - 31 July
67, the S5 expanded psychological operations. Psychological operztions
consisted of ground and loudspesker/leaflet missions in support of Brigede
teetical meneuvers throughout the LaM SON aree of operations, During cordon
end search operations, Vietnamese psyops teems and Hoi Chanhs were utilized
to conduct face to face psychologicel operations, Forulation control normally
commenced ‘with a speech by the Province Chief, the District Chief or both,
The psy ops teem devoted maximum effort on the following themest Explenation
of the Chieu Hoi Program; instructions on how to rally; appeals to families
with relatives in the Viet Cong; appeals from Hoi Chanhs to former comrades;
general Chieu Hol Appesls stressing superior GVN and sllied forces power,

(2) Recommendstions:

(a) During cordon and search operations conducted by the
Brigade, the seal message has been broadecst as soon s the seal ia effected,
Although this has reduced the possibility of inmocent peorle getting hurt,
it has also incressed the warning time the VC have to escepe from'the
village, The cordon and search operstions are most effective when the
seal messege is broadcest shortly before search is to commencs,

(b) The Brigade conducted 2 cordon and search operation
in tre village of PHU CHANH during period 25 to 27 July 67. The pPsy ops
team flew several aerial loudspeaker missions instructing VC hiding in the
village to rally while ARVN and American Forces were operating in ‘i arce.,
On 27 July, & guerrilla followed the instructions and rallied at th. ..V
outpost locction in the village, When seals are maintained for extended
periods, it provides a better opportunity to exrloit the operstion with
psychological operations,

) (¢) On 27 July 67, a Hoi Chenh was utilized to broadeast
& Chieu Hoi Appsel to his former comredes. He instructed his former comredes
to move out of the bese camp to the nsirest open field and wait for further
instructions. While the psyops ship was broede:sting the message, there
vere severzl gunships orbiting the sarea, Indicetions are thet it there
were Viet Cong in the arez they became suspicious of cur intentions because
of the number of aircraft in the arca. In future operations of this type,
the psy ops ship should be tle only eirereft over the terget eree,

b, Civic Action Activities:

(1) Discussion: Construction of a self-help RF dependent
housing project is preswntly underway in BINH DUONG Province. This project
is a combined effort of 24 Bde, BINH DUONG Sector and the Office for
Civilian Operations for Revolutionary Development Support in BINH DUONG
Province. US perticipation was to be limited to heavy equipment and technicel
assistence, while the RF was to.provide leborers. Initially an engineer
platoon was conmitted to the project resulting in loss of active VN partici-
pation, As a result of this experience, less then one engineer souad is
presently being utilized for this project., A meeting with province and RF
officirls to discuss future US support for this projcct hes resulted in an
egreement to provide adequate RF support for the rroject. Threatened with-
drawal of US support from this project has induced "V  d RF personnel to
essume increased resyonsibilities, Operction of tt. .~ HANH Dispensery
in DI AN District is underway, This project is a cowbined effort of 24 Bde,
DI AN District and the Civilian Operations for Revolutionery Development
Support Agency in DI AN District., US participetion is to be limited to
providing technical assistence, Initially the dispensery is being r+ -«
by medica from this section and suprlies are being provided throug'
Channels, However plans are being made to trein Vietnemese to run the
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dispensery end for GVN supply channels to eventually sssume the logisticsl
support of the dispensary. In order to undertcke Civic Action project of
this nature, participation by the District Chief is of prime importance,
The present District Chief has demonstrated more concern for the welfere of
the people than the previous Chief, thus providing the atmosrhere reouired
for Civic Action prcjects in DI' AN District, During the past cuarter, the
number of MEDCAP II operations hes increcsed from an everage of one per
week to pres.nt tempo of five, and sometimes, six per week, Increcsed
emphasis on MEDCAP II operations has necessitated a more scientific
approach to the planning, coordination and execution of these daily
operations, Many small bugs have been ircned out of the operation.

(2) Recommendstion:

(a) Close and continuous’ (elmost daily) coordinetion
must exist between the Civic Action Officer end district officisls and
supporting medical units in order to produce effective ent efficient MEDCAP
II operations on the present scele,

(b) Though performences of the 1st Infaniry Divisisn Band
and the distribution of commodities tend to detract terpor. rlly from
MEDCAP perticipation, they have in each instence served to increase ultimate
participation by attrscting larger crowds,

(c) Effective crowd control, preferably by Vietnamese
wilitary or para-mlit:ry personnel, is esser’ial in insuring = smooth
operation, Surging crowds and continuous loua noise reduce the effect-
iveness of some medical techniques,

{d) Frequent and somewhet regular rvturn to e M..OLF
village instills confidence in the people and makes them more willing
to bring their problems to the attention of competent medical perzonnel,

(e) Because MEDCLF teems usually visit the centers
of the v:rious pockets of population,qoncentration; 2 psychilogicsl operations
loudspeeker helicopter is essential in notifying the people in outlying
areag of the M:DCAP's presence and location, Reasponse is alwoys limited when
an aeriel psychologicasl operations mss:wns is unavailable,

(f) Because 2 psychological operations helicopter
is frequently unaveilsble, extensive use -f ground loudspesker systems
has beccme necessary, VIS can usually provide & loudspeaker lembretta and
en interpreter in & jeep with & hand, msgaphone csn also-be effectively
used, Neither is an acceptable substitute for a short aerisl psychﬁlogical .
operations mission,

(g) Close coordinetion with stpporting medicel units is
necessary to insure that an adequete number of interpreters is availeble for
a MEDCAP operation, Insufficient interpreter personnel reduces the
effectiveness and efficiency of the operation. in interpretuvf fror S5 oh:uld
always be available. .

(h) A large portion of MEDG.P patients suffer from -
problems ceused by the unhealthful immediste environment (skin disesses,
worms, etc), Preating the symptoms, but ignoring the ciuses, is of only
lipited effectiveness, Good use can be made of a public health/praventive
medicine team #2r MEDCAF Operations, .

0. - Jungle Clesring Operztions: .
(1) . Piscusgions ,
{ - LR ’
(#) -Organization for Operations: TF D/RING org ™
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Jungle clesring operations with 3 jungle clecring teams, 1 mechanized
compary for NDP security and convoy escort, and Recon Platoon on road .
sweeping, convoy escort end battalion RRF missions, Orgenijation of & i
Jungle clearing team is as shown below: .

1. Mech Company (-)

2, Tenk Platoon

3. Engineer Plow teem (9. Rome Plows, 1 Bull Blade)
This company team is further organized as follows:

Co HQ t
Trail Bresking Platoon

TK Plet (-) (2 tanks and Plat HO), 2 mechanized infantry squads.

Search Platoon

Mech Plat (-) (2 Much squads and Plat HQ) tenk section (2 tanks)

Security Platoon
Mech Plet

Engineer Plow Team

R IVIVL D P Iy SR

(b) Concept of Operation. The area to be cleered is
satureted with artillery destruction program fires, morter Zires and pre-
planned airstrikes for several days prior to commencerment of cle:ring, ’
Immediately prior to entry of the clearing teem, an artillery end mortar f'
preperetion is fired, The company clearing team enters the erea imr.dictely
after completion of the preparation, A schematic of a jungle arez to be
clecred is shown oelow, Normally one side of the area will be clear of
Jungle,

chJN-(jL'b""
— , e

JUNGLE JuweLe

The treil brecking team proceeds zlong existing treils where possible, or
breeks swaths through the jungle where neccessary, to outline the area to be
cut (1), The search team by random pattern scirches the jungle to discover
mines,” booby traps or enemy (2), The Security Flatoon ¢ccorpanies the
engineer plow team which clesrs jungle ih a counterclockwise direction.
On order after trail breaking end sewrching are completed, the plows begin
clearing following the path broken by the.trcil team, The £CAVs of the
mechanized platoon merch to the flanks of the cle:rfng plows, In close
Jungle, infantry dismount the more dangerous side of zhe broken bhail,

The treil breeking, search, and security teams repvat the ebove operstion
until the area is cleared, Normally the trail breaking tesm will be able
to brozk treil in the first portion of the arca for the following dey!-
operation, The combined arms organization for jungle clecring of r.
infentry, armor, and artillery supporting engineer cle: ring is satas.. ..
It is believed thet fire support by eir, ertillery and mortars limits the
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capability of the ensmy to emplace mines or booby traps, and the preparation
prior to entry for clearing destroys ‘those previously emplaced.

(2) Recommendztions:

(a) The organization of compeny clearing teems as shown
in Discussion above gives the greatest security to the engineer plow teams
and provides the team commander with flexibility in operations,

(b) Reconnaissance by tank cannister fire is effective
in penetreting booby trapred jungle or old base camp arees,

. (¢) 4 1500 meter buffer from units other than the
clearing battalion should be maintained to permit rapid response to ambush,

(d) It is recommended that clenwing operations be conducted

in continuous jungle area of approximately 3000 or more acres, This

eliminates frequent displacement of the NDP and employs the engineer plow teams
with maximum effectiveness,

FOR THE COMMWNDER

- \\
“ R ~ ¢ A
D N’\Eﬁx&n) ¥3a
3¥7  JIMES E, LiNCASTER -
Captain, Infantry

Adjutant
DISTRIBUTION: THIS HQ:
20-G3 1-81
1-1/18 Inf 1-52
1-2/18 Inf 5.53
1-2/16 Inf 1=84,
1-2/2 Inf (Meoh) 1-55
1-2/28 Inf
1-1/26 Int
1-1/16 Inf
1-1/L. Cev
{~HHC, 2d-Bde ,
1-1/7 Arty
1-B/1 Engr
1-A/168 Engr

1-B/701 Maint
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‘[&.DQUARTERS 3D BRIGADE AND LAI KHE BASE
18% Infentry Division
APO 96345

AVDB-WB-C 03 August 1967
SUBJECT: Operational Report on Lossons learned (RCS CSGPO-28 (RT))

TO: Cormanding General
4at Infantry Division
ATTN: ¢ 3
APO 18 Foroces 96345

1. PART-1, INTRODUCTION.

a, During the previous quarter. five major unit operations were conduglted.
Major engagements were fought on 28 February and on 10-11 March 1967, Three w4 jor
unit operations were conducted during the current reporting period, April thru June.
A major engegement occurred during operation BILLINGS on 14 June 1967, &% 1430
hours, Company B 1~16 Infantry made contact with a VO Battalion. Company B became
heavily engaged receiving heavy fire from ths front and flanks, Artillery, nlr
gtrikes and gunships wore utilized in support of the ground troops, By 1900 hours
contact was broken, The action resulted in 60 VC KIA (BC). Again on 17 Jute a

. major engagement was fought. A4t LZ X~RAY, 1-16 Infantry and 2-28 Infantry tocemo

heavily engaged and received two mejor attacks, Herc again the effective use of
6loge cir gupport and grtillery successfully broke the attack, & follow up report
of thias days activities listed 196 VC KiL,

he Component Unita and Commanding Officers.

w2 Infantry: : LIC William C.S, Simpson -

1=16 Infantry : LIC Rufus C. lazzell, 26 November 1966-28 June 67
LTC Cclvert P, Denadiet 28 June 67 - Pregemt

1~18 Infantry : LIC Eichard Cavazos

1-28 Infantry : IIC Stanley J. Kulck

22" Inf(Moch) : LIC Edwaxrd J, Collins, 22 Decamber 1966-24 May 67

ITG John D, Pelton, 2/, May 196~Progent
218 Infantry : JIIC Lewis R, Boumamn, 23 bpril~11 Mey
: LIC James F, Price, 11 May-Present

2-78 Infantry : LIC Jerry S, Edwards, 15 March 67-27 June 67

. _ LTC Edwerd J, Covanaugh 27 June 67 - Present
1=} Cav ¢ LIC John W, Seigls . o
1=11 ACR ¢ LIC Mertin D, Howoll
311 ACR : LIC Frepk Cochran
2=33 Aty ¢ LTC Charles D Daniels, 5=R0 June

IIC Arthur D, Wells, 20 June=Present

6a15 Arty s LI Fank B, Serdo

2. PART 11, RARRATIVE OF TACTICLI OPERATIONS:

a, Major opeérotions conGucted by the IRON Brigade during the reporting
period incliude the followlng: .

(1) Oporation MANHATTAN (23 Lpril~11 May): The initial stages of this

‘operation as woll.es the intelligence coverage, terrain analysis end cffects of

climatic conditions were covered in the previous reporting period (2330 April 67)

. The operaticn contimied into the month of MAY with the 3d Brigede conducting £earch,

@estroy aperations in the THLN DIEN forestry reserve West of LLI KHE in EINH DONG
province, Small bese camps, food end ammunition caches were discovered during
ths courgn of the operation,. On 3 May 1967 in the vicinity XT560380 a CHIEU HOX
led Compeny L, 218 Infantry to a very large weapons cache containing 220-7,92

m““ t
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Mauser rifles (147 Chicom type); 53 rifles, 20 VC claymores, 1500-60 MM Mortar
rounds, 500 rifle gronades; 7500-12,7 MM LP rounds; 50 US LP mines; 7800 rounds of50
Cal ermo; miscellancous equipmen, and documents, Resiatance by the VO throughout
the operation was limited to herassing tactics, omploying snipers and booby traps
extenalvely,

Personnel losses for the operaiion were: US Losses: 8 K., 57
WHA, VG Losses; 58 KIA and 8 VCC, Significant VO equipment losses other those
previously mentioned were: 2 RPG rocket launchers, 2000 82 MM morter rounds, 1800
elsctric blesting csp, 1400 non-electric blesting caps, 100 claymoro (Ghicomsmines,
2363-hand grenades, 150,000 rounds small erms ammo, 90040 MM rounds, 130 mines and
booby toaps, 21 tons of salt, 5,6 tons of wheat, 1,5 tons of fish, 500 gallons of
cooking oil, 3.5 tons of coment end finally miscelleneous food, amminition
and equipment were dedtroyed.

Operetion MANEATTAN was officielly terminated at 112400H May 1967,

(2) Operation BLUEFLELD (5 Jun-QJun 1967)., The mission of the IRON
Brigade was to conduct a milti=battelion air and ground assault on 5 June 67 in g
sector located 12 Km North and 13 Km Eaat-Nertheest of LLI KHE and to destroy VC/iVA
Forces and installetions within the operational area, The sector was boundod by
coordinates XT7440, XT7454 and East to the SONG BE River, Units participeting under
3d Brigade OPCON were: 2-2 Inf(Mech), 116 Inf, 1-26 Inf, 2328 Inf, 1-4 Cav, 2-33
Lrty and supporting units, The Brigede was participating in a st Inf Division
operation,, Intelligence sources reveeled that sinece the lest large operation in
the assigned sector that tax collection points had been ¢otablished along HWY 13,
Ldditionally, movement of squads and Company size VC foroes wcre reported end
confirmed in the area, The ectual area of operation was characterized by generally
flat and troad leaf evergrecn forest, interminglaiwith tuebwood and bamboo forests
in the ortheast corner, The weather during the operatdon consisted of occasional
rain and aid not effect the operstion, The operational area was sparscly populated
vith the exception of a few villages along Highway 302, The operation commenced
with 1~/ Cav conducting 8 & D operations vic XT880450, 1~16 Infantry conductod an
alr assault into L2 16 (XT875483) and 2~28 Infantry conducted an air assault into
1Z 28 (XT828477), Both battelions conductcd search and destroy operstions in sector.
2-2 Inf(Mech) secured en ortillery base vie BiU BiNG en HWY 13, 1-26 Infantry
secured LLI KHE, The VC apparently departed the operetional area leaving small
emounts of ammnition and equipment in base camps verying in size from squad to
battalion, No larges cache was found, however 23 unserviceable weapons were found
during the operation,

Operation BLUEFIELD termingted on 9 June with the followinz results;
1 US KHi, 2 US WHA, 1 VO KIL(BC), Thers were no B equipment losses, Major VC
supply losses for the opcration were: 5000 1bs of rice, 20 tons of peenuts, 23
assorted weanans, 94 rounds of 50 cale. ammo and 584 rounds of assorted smell erms
emmund tice

(3) Operatipn BILLINGS (11Jun~2f Jun 1967), Operation BILLINGS

was cenductsd in Wostern WAR ZONE 9, The IFCH Bde ndasion was to secure and oocupy
o FSPB (Gunver 2), conduct an cir asspult into LZ RUFE, conduch combat reconneissance
and search and destroy operations with two Infantry Battalions, ki1l VC/NVA perconnel
and destroy VCAIVA installations with the area of operations, The 34 Brigade conccpt
of operation wos as follows: Secure FSPB Gumncr 2 with 2+28 Infentry commencing
11 June 1967, conduct an airmobile assault on LZ RUFE utilizing 1-38 Infentry on 13
June 1967, and.conduct comset reconnaissarpeoperations in scctod employing 1-16
Infentry and 2-28 Infantry. Discovery of numerous large base camps within the opera~
tioncl  area indicated the VC regularly used the area, Ahdditionnl intelligence
informetion gathered from the USSF detachment at CHI LINH confirmed lerge enemy unit
sightings en¢ discoveries of meny bese canpss The operational area was dominated by
gecondary forests with considerable wet lond rice creas clonz the mumpyous streams
scattered throushout the area, Weather during the first week of the operation

sisted of heavy rainfell, This did not impede movement during the operation but
¢id however ccuse air support to operate eb minirmm conditions, No civilian
personel were encountered by friendly elements in their moneuver area during the
course of the operation, ' ’

The operation comenced on 11 Jun 67 with the 2~18 Infantry
moving to end securing FSPB Gunner 2 (XT917734)s On 12 June 1967, 2-28 Infantry
moved to an assembly area at CHI LIFH. The 3d Brigade CP aldo moved there, After
extensive alr and ertillery preparstion, the 1=16 Infentry conducted an eir assault
into LZ RUFE (XT954663), Thg 2~28 Infartry also was inserted into the L2, 1w16
Infantry secured the ﬁorthoi -half of the NDP and 2-28 I‘try the southern half,
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On 14 June 1967, Compeny B, 1=~16 Infantry made contect with
an estimated VC Company vic XT937569. Jontact continucd for approximately three hours
Results were 6 US KHA, 12 US WEL; and 40 VG KIL(BC), Two ~ medevac aircraft were
dameged in en attompt to evacuote thc wourded,

On 17 June 1957 at 1245 hours, 1~16 Infontry and 2+28 Infantry
moved overland to a position vic XT960879 and bogan proparations for an NDP, The
YC began firing into the perimeter from three directions, The VG {iheu initiated a
@ound attack from both tho Northwest and Southrest. sxtillery, air and Gunships
wero used in pepelling the cnemy, and tho atbock wee repulsed at 1345 hors, 4Lt 1700
hours, howevor, tha position was mortared for about 10 minutes resulting in more US
cosunlties, Rosults of the days activities were 30 US i, 108 US WIL; 196 VC KIL(BC)
Company A und RECON plotoon 116 Infantry were airlifted to CHI LINH, 2-28 Infontry
with C Company 1~16 Infantry dofended tho position, & follmw up report of the dayts
action listed 196 VO KIA (BC), 118 Infantry was inserted into the position closing
at 1905 hourg, On 18 June 1967, 1~16 Infantry (-) was airlifted to Lil KHE, 1-18
Infantry conducted 8 & D operations and discovored 22 VG bodied, , On 19 June 1967,
1=28 Infantry conducted an air assoult on LZ DEFLANT {X1955726) "tnd conducted S & D
operations in that general area, On 23 June 1967, 2~18 Infontry and supporting
artillery were extracted from FSPB Gunner 2 at CHI LINH, Operation BILLINGS
0fficially terminated on 26 June 1967 at 1838 hours, Results of the oporation were
37 1S KHL, 147 US WHk, 329 VC KIA(BC) end 1 VC PW,

(4) Roed Clecring Operation (1«7 July 1967) (UNNAMED), The 3d
brigade participated in a roed clearing and convoy security mission during this
operation, HWY 13 from 14l KHE to QUAN 10I was secured ond cleored daily to enable
resupply convoys to move fully through the sector. Units participating under 34
Srigade control were; 1«16 Infantry, 228 Infontry, 2-2 Infantry (Moch), 1-28
Infontry =26 Infontry, 1= Car (=), 2~33 Ixtillery, 6~15 irtillery and other
combat service support ux)xits. Tho operation was conducted in three phaseas

. a) PHISE 1s
( 4. This phase of tho opcration consisted of positioning
units clong HWY 13 fyrom ILI KHFE to QUIN 10I ead clearing the same highwey. This was
cccomplished on 1< oWy 1967, Ldditlonslly the following FSPB's were ostablished.
4. QU.N LOI (XT8190)~C/7-9 hrtillery, Plat/h/6-27
Lrtillery (175). N

B, CAISSON 1-(XT756877)-C/6~=15 Lrtillery,
C. OCLISSON 2-(X1731818)-6~15 Lrtillery{~), 4/8-6
Lrtillery, Flat/L/6-27 Lrtillery (8" HOW),
D, CLISSON 3~(XT768613)~8~6 Lrtillery(=), C/7
E. CLISSON 4-(XT784543)~4/2-33 Lrtillery, C/2-33

Eo LLI KHE (X17637), 2~33 hrtillery(-), B/2-13

hrtillery, D/Me5 Lrtillery,
Iu'tillery.
Artillery, B/8-6 hLrtillery,

2¢ On the first day of tho operation units were positioned
from LA KHE Noxth to CHAN THAN, 1= Cav(w) moved to end secured LZ TOM (3'51789457;1.
1=16 Infantry(=) moved inbo LZ TOM at 010930H July 67, 1=4 Cav{~) procecded North

to CLISSON 3, 2-2 Infantry(Mech) moved from LAL KHE to and secured CLISSON 4. 4t
1030 ‘hours, 1=28 Infantry moved to CLISSON 1, 14 Cav(~) then proceeded to -
CAISSON 3; Additionally commencing at 4200 hours, 1~16 Infantry moved VIA FAI
aireraft to QLN L0I. Both units closed by 1555 hourse ;

. The socond day of the operation found the IRON
Brigade contimuing to position unite and cleer HWY 13 from CHLN THANH to QULN 1OI.
Lt 0630 hours, 1-4 Cay(~) moved tomd sepuredLZ JOE (XT7¢8681), ' Simultaneously
128 Infantry secured CLISSON 2 and escorted artillery units into that position,

. &t 0930 hours, 1=26 Infantry moved frou QUAN LOX to iZ JOE, One txoop fms Cav{~

socired L2 ED, 4t 1300 hours, 2-16 {nfantry moved to and seeured Lz ED(XT766757
and L2 MLCK (XT769786). Trp 1ei Gav(~) then moved ond became ettached to CLISSON 2,

(b), THISE II. During this phese of <the operation the 3d

Brigade cleared and secured HWY 13 in sector on a daily bages
controlled convoy movemeats from L4l KHE to QULN 1OI. yOn ;e Jug; ?ggg.h oquzg’rggip X}
convoy progrossed through tho 3d Brigade sector to QULNIOI withowt incident. Du:g.ny
" road clenring operation however, 1=16 Infantry hed 1 WIA when an individtfal e;’(:epﬂedg
on a mine (¥T793434). hdditionclly, in the 2-16 Infanbpy ares, one US soldier wae
WIA vhen two RPG rounds wore ‘fired into the area, On 4 July 1967, The road from
QUAN LOL to LLI KHE was cleared by 0843 hours without incident also the rosupply
convoy cleared the 3d Brigade sector without iacident, ’ :
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On § July 1957, again the road waso&/ec/xéef :{ secured and the convoy moved to
QUAN LOT without incident, On ¢ Julvy W67, the 1o0d vas clearéd by 0855 -hours. At
0762 houts:(via x'r'767760), a tonk feun G/ Cuv vas hit by an RPGpound, The

;gnkdwaa,ﬂastmyod cnd 5 U8 porsorm-d wer: WHa. Tho convoy progressediBouth without
cidents -

(¢). PHLSE IXI. During 6~7 Juiy 1967, the IRON Brigade
tersinated road cloaring operations North of LLI KHE, returned attached units to
their base comps and continued securxby of LLI KKE and QUAN IOI without ‘ingident,

3, PiRT III, INTELLXGENCE (ENEMY ORDER OF R.TTLE)

a, Enemy activity' Qurin: the reporting period wes characterized by sniping.
mortar attacks, recoilloss ri¥le ettacks, road blooks, herassing end terrorists
attacks, The VG conducted mmerous propegenda talks to small groups of people
throughaut the Brigade TaOR. Mjor enemy engagements with elements of the 3d Brigade
occurred during the period 11 Moy 1967, and 26 -June 1967 during operations
MANHATTAN, BLUEFTELD, end BILLING, Prénoipalunits’in the grea of interest of the
3d Brigade which could have :Lnflue:\ced any battle situn‘hion"'inclnﬁe the follouing:

(1). 9th VC Division,
sa 2Tist Reglinent~PHOUC LONG
b) 2724 Rogimcnt<BEINH LONG
(¢) 2734 Reglmen’-PHOUC BINH

(2), 7th WAL Division, °

a.; 141st Roginent-BINH LONG

b 165t}' "»O"lm;,nt U'ﬂ,l:c‘ nudo

(c) 101st xegment-’l‘ay Ninh >rovince

(3), PHU LOI Battalion: HNow considered to be 2 Bns. FXNH DUONG Province
(4)s C 61 District Com:nny=EEN CLT Districts

be A-brief summary of enemy activity for each of the major opegaj:im'l,a
during the v'eport.ing period is presented as follows

(1). Opernt:.on M/NHLTTIN:

Intelligence indicated that the VC had pe-established logistical
operations in the area previously penobtrated during operct»:!:on CED4R FALIS, The
83d Rear services group, subordincte to COSVN and MR IV, sios primrﬂy _reéponsible
for re~e¢stablishing the supply beses end transportation netwerk in the’éntire arsa.
Political headquerters kmown to be in the area included MR IV, thruly MOT PROVINCE
comnjttees, BEN CAT and DAU TIENG District commitices, and their subordinatess Tae.
273d VC Regiment was the only lnown main force init, reportedly located in the
LONG NGUYEN SECRET ZONE, in position to reinforce the enemy if a VO counter sweep
was ordered, No major contact was made during the cpecration, however, there were
numerous small unit encounters, Base camps supply depots, rice caches and other
food stores werc discovered immediately efier the operation tegan, Documents saptured
in the area confirmed the presence of -the 83d.Rear services group, security elements
of MR IV, and other politicel headquarters elements, Information gathered from
CHIEU HOI's and POW's resulted the discovery of both weapons and ammnaition cachess
It is believed that the expioitatlon of, hard intelligence developed .during Opemtd.m
MANHATTLN resulted 4fira complete disruption-of the VC logistical base ond depdied
the snemy the use of supplies which cotld have sustained him for severul months
in the Western ‘and Céntral III Corps area,

{(2), Operetion BLUEFIELD:

0. Agent reports and other intelligence reports indicated tax
collection, points along HWY 43 and movément of the 2734 VC Regiment and small
groups, company and squad size, entering and departing the area daily, Tha areg of
this operation extondcd  approximetely 12 KM North and 13 XM East, Northeast of
L.I KHE bounded by coordinctes XT7440, XT7454 and East to the SONG BE River,
Political elements considered to be in this erca were thu DLU MOT, LONG BINH
province, DEN CAT District, end CHOU THLNH District committses and their subordinate

cloments, CONFINEVTIAL
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b, During this opercriion meny base camps, some recent,

constructed end sone old and not recontly used we re noreted, Meny of them had ovare
head cover on bunker. ond conieziin c tunwol sy<ten, Some structvres had reinforced
steel and concreie supposte. Hos £9ed #nl hob gshes discovered in some of the areas
indicatod the enemy had resensiy ozc.gied the area. rriendly elements did not
engage any VC units btut roceived scne eniper £irs, 'L large number of booby traps
ranging from homemade hand gronades to iS5 MM rounds were found throughout the area.
L totel of 24 weapons uore :nptured, come homerada, othors appeared in the stage of
pepair, clong with powder, nrimers, coctvidge caves, and gunsmith tools. The size
and type structures discoverecd indicate the area to be possible 'secure! area used
by the VC for retraining and refitting elemonts of 273d Re iment, and possibly other
eloments of the 9th VC Division,

c. Base cemps, fortifications, tunnels, end other structures
were, in most cases, wall constructed with overhead cover, good camouflage, and
strategleclly located, Most significont discoverius were as follows:

Vie XT87245%: {1) 12 Bankers W/0H Cover

Vic XT836482: \2; 100 foxholes=

Vic XT863475: {(3) 5 huts & 300 mcters of trench

Vie XT893481s (4) 25=30 Bunkers

Vic XT865477: (5) 20 Bunkors

Vic XT871468: (6) 300 motefs tunnel leading off in
several directions and large erough to walk in,

Vic XT870449: (7) 15 huts

d, Terrain in the area is generally flet with broad leaf over-
groen forest, interzingled with bushos and bamboo forest in the NE corner. The area
2long route 13 had been defolicted in meny places, however, the double type canopy
s%111 hides most of the ground throughoui tho remoinler of the srea. Wcather was
characterized oy occassional rein and did not impode the operation,

(3)s Operation SILLINGS:

The arec of operation was bounded by following coordinntes:
XT8245, XT8278, IT1178, and ¥T1145. The aree is dominated by secondary forest with
considerable wet lend rice arce cleng the mmarous streams scattered throughout the
area., Intelligence ropoxrts indiceted that lorge end murorous VC base camps,
tunnels, food storage srea, fortified positions and other allied installetions,
with heavy concontrations of installetions in the SW and SE quarter of the area. In
addition to the 271st VC Regiment, reporiedly there would also be MRI Hqs, THU
DLU DOT, and BINH LONG Province committees ond T.N¥ UYEN, BN CuT, and CHON THLEK
District cormittecs and their subordinate clements,

It was diccevered that the erca conteincd numerous large
base camps. ALt the onset only sniper fire wes rcceived by friendly units from
herassing elenente and crcbeker units in base carpse The VO defended their position
throughout the sreas The first major engagemont took place on 14 June 1967 when
B 1-16 engeged un estimated VO company vicinity XT937669 believed to be a unit of
the 18t Bn, 271st VC Regiment, The VC were dressed in KHiKY uniforms and employed
rortars, M/SA, M=-Ota, MG - and hand gronades, There were 60 VG KLA(BC) and light
casualties to friendly troops. On 17 June 1967, vic XT958675 clements of the 18t
& 24 Bn 271st VC Regiment attacked the 1~16 Infentry and 2-28 Infantry, The attack
was leunched with two asssults from the front and one from the Weat flank, VC losses
were, 196 KIA(BC) with heavy friendly casualties, The VC were successful in
evacunting their Jead ené wounded along with thelr weaponsin spite of heavy friondly
artillery fire imvo the battle area, 4 PH confirmed the attacking VG unit as the
2d Bn, 271st VC Regiment, During the ensuing days, many dead V¢ were found (minus
weapons). Some were found in groups, others in hastily built greves. Weapons
capturcd during tho oprration were in excellent condition, as was the web equipment,
On 19 Junc 1967, B 1~18 Infantry entered a VC base cemp vie X1951603 and found 35
dead VG, 53 bunkers with overhead cover, new comouflaze, and latrines, along with
neny parts of bloody clothing ond some medicine, This base camp probably had been
used s2s an aid station or hospital and as a result of aa airstrike, additional VC
wvere filled end the wounded cerried off,

The operational srea was rostly flat with heavy jungle
undergrowth and in meny rlaces Ceable concpy junzle. This eree offered excellent
concealrent from the air and wes found fo L cxeromely difiicult in gpotting base
compsfrom the eir andmnking sccurate BD.. cxcept vhero direct hits wero mpde
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ned up the target. Weathier dviing the firey week of thd operatioy was he
oi'xg.r? %%lel’ »Sxich dld not hempar grouat ﬁ:coction;.,uhw.h did causcpa rcrcgt"%g opg' te

under the most extrenc condicionss Base cormpe Mvoughiiout the area were well
constructed, reinforccd, end cum® orrd. Foold and seiuipment caches were not found,
however many supply sampans 2107 t. SOFG OB River vere destroyed, No civilien
personnel were encountercd by fiisndly clemonts during the course of the operation.

4, PART IV PERSCIINEL:

a. . Strength: - . )
«(1) huthorizéd: Ufficers: 134 VWO: 12 EMs 2554

(2) Lseigned: as of 31 May ~ Officers 126 WO 10 BM 295/
a8 of 30 Jun - Officers 121 W0 8 EM 2735
as of .31 Jvl = Officors 118 W0 5 Lf 2458
(3) Replacements gainad during the voriod 1 May to 31 July « 761,
(4) Hospital returnces during the period 1 May to 31 July = 158.
(5) Other troops authorized and assigned during the period: ome (1)
%iaisc)m officer (LRVN), one %1) liaiscn NCO (LRVN) end twelve (12) interpreters
LRVN).

be Replacements: Presently this unit is short 16 officers, 7 warrant
officers and 110 enlisted men, 411 newly essignad EM in the grade E~7 and below

end officers in grade O=1 and 0-2 athend the "combat Indoctrination Course" conducted

by the brijade $~3, Lt the prescut time there is an acute shortage of Captains and
enlisted personncl in the grade or E5 within the Brigade,

¢. Discipline: During the period 1 May whoauzh 31 July 1967 one (1)
enlisted men was tried by Swmory Court Mertial, twenzy (20) enlisted men were
tried by Speciel Court Martial and two (2) enlisted men were tried by General Courte
Mertial,

d. Prisoners of Wer: Four (4) VCS and Six (6) VC were processed through
US and LRVN chennels, Three (3) ralliers were rcturned to government controls

es Burials and Graves Regis‘ration: lonc.
fo Civil Lssietance:

(1) PSYCHOLOGIC.L OPERLTIONS: During the quarter, May, June and July
a totel of twenty~two (22) 1eaflet drop missions wore conducted, which accounted for
& total of 2,307,000 leaflcts being dropped. Cther PSY/OPS missions eccounted for
a *total of fifty-five (55) hours of loudspeaker missions. The msjority of tae
lecflets used were, Chieu Hoi, Safe Conduct Passes, Good Points of (iVN, Return to
Family, Relly Instructions, and Power, 4ll PSY/OPS missiong were coordinated with
the Brigede S2,

(2) CIviC LCTION:

8e During the quarter a totel of 152 tons of rice was issued.
Twenty (20) tons was distributed to the Ben Cat Subsector for subsequent issue
to the rofugzes of the Ben Cat Refugee Center. fdditionally, nine (9) tona of rice
wa.s given tc the 5th LiRVN Division Mobil Training Teem to assist them in their

pacificatinn efforts, Llso, 120 tons of rice was given to the 1st Infantry Division

G5 fox issue to the refugees in the Di in area, Other comodity issucs includod
350 srewing kits, 100 white "I" ghirts, cendy, flets, and over seven _(7) tons of
cannerd food items, which consisted of: . -

(1), Evaporated Milk Yng. Whole Milk
(2). Powdor Milk 12;., Cercal
(3). Dehydrated lLpples (13) Gramilated Suger
(4), Cornmeal Beef (14)s Frankfurters
5)s Flour (15). Dehydrated Prunes
.6) . Poiier . Desgert (16). Jan :
(7). Corfmed (17)}e Ccid Ueter Starch
(8)s Dehydrated Scup (1), Brown Sugar
(9; . Pesnut Buttor (19)e Margarine
(10). Shorteoning:_ .. (20). Coffeo
F! DENTIA L
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b, Support ond tochnical assistance is still being provided to
the BEN CAT subscctor for construction of refugee houscs in the BEN CAT areas,
Currently, approximatoly 150 hcuses have been completed in the EEN CUX conter,
Other than technical edvice, tho 3d Brigade no longer participates in this project,
which is now the primery responsibility of the MACV Advisory Team and USAID,
Construction of a village theater for LAI KHE villaze will bezin as zoon as required
neterdcls cve cveiltble, T2 ns lave been {rawm ond ¢ voguest for v loriclz has been
submitted to the 1st Infantry Division G5, To this date no materials have been
provided and G5 has given absolutely no indiciation as to when any support cen be
expected, Operation of the brick factory has been extremely limited due to adverse
weather conditionss During the querter 4450 Cimva~Ram blocks, which will be used
in theater construction, were produced, Additionally "C" Gompany, 1st Englumner
;attalion repaired a culvert about one (1) Kilometer South of BRY CAT on Highway

13.

c. During the quarter 6380 pecple roceived treatment under the
MEDCAP program, Most serious cases treated included malaria,

ds One (1) Soletium Payment was made during the querter,

gs Morale and personnel Services: Morale of the Brigade contimues to be
high., 2 Congressional Medels of Honor, 1 Distinguished Surviece Cross, 30 Silver
Stars, 2 Soldier!s Medals, 6 Distinguished Flying Crosses, 9 Legions of Merit,
133 Bronze Stars (Valor), 272 Bronze Sters {Merit), 81 Army Comendation Medals
(Valor), 161 Army Commendation Medals (Merit), 5 Air Medals (Velor) and 110 Air
Medals have been recomendod for awarding to nmembers of tne Brigade, At the Red
Cross Recreation Conter a basketball and a volley ball court has been constructed
for the enjoyment of the froops. The LI KHE Base swimming Pool has been renovated
and reopenod for the use of all personnel at LAI KHE Base., Radio LAI KHE contimues
to operato from 1200~2400 hours deily for cntertainment of the troop garrisoned
ot LAl KHE, Very fine ARC support is available at all times, Chapel attendance
is high end all units heve assigne? cheplains,

h, Pcrsonncl Menagement: Assizmment of newly arrived replacements has
been altcred uhcnever necessary to allow on equelizetion .tn the redistributior of
personncl within the battalions tormally etiached to this heedquarters, One main
problem is tho non roccipt of reassignnent instructions for senior enlisted personnel
until 10-15 deys prior to DER(S and in some coses nonc at all causing those
personncl %o return to COMUS ¢a an unassigned besise There is also the problem
of no replacenents for senior noncormissioned officers arriving prior to the
departure of the present incuibents,

i. Civilian FEmployment:
(1). 974 Vistnamese personnel are employed within the base perineter
{z) 250 arc employed by tho firm of Pacific hrchiteccts
and Engineers.
.b) 169 are cmployed by concessions, clubs, or individualg

(2). sdditionelly there are 35 Koreans, 15 Filipinos and 9 US
citizens employed withix" the base comp.

5+ PART V LOGISCS:

as The mejority of operations during the reporting period were resupplied
from the LAI KHE Basts On two occasions (CHL LINH & QUA® LOI) a forward supply
base was established noar the operations arem. The majority of resupply was effecte?
by helicopter, alifough resupply by road was used, No significant problems were
encountered,

b, SUPFIY:

(1) Bupported strerngth: 4700 averago.
(2) Supply levels AUTH on hand
() Class I 155 . 15
b) Class II & IIT draw as needed
¢) Cless V 3 Days 3 Days +
(@) Cless III
JP[* .. 80’ 000 6’\1’3 OCO
AVGLS 10,000 15,000
YOGAS . 65,000 65,000
DIESEL 75,000 . 60,000
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(e) TItoms in short supply: 8' pickets, generators, front end
loaders, tin electrical wiring, twill dozers, new M~16 buffer assemblys, M-16
magazines,’ é;eaning rods, bore brushes, tires for all vehicles, brake shoos &
carburetdss’ for 4 Mi51 trucks,

(3) Local procurement: None

¢. EVACUATION:
(1) Casualties:
(a) From hostile action, 206
ib; Diseaso. 5,571
¢) Injirye 33t
(2) Prisoners of War:

(3) Refugesst None

d, TRANBPORTATION:
(1) Highway=6,000 tons of cargo were moved to LAT KHE over Highway 13.
Minor repairs were raoquired to keep the road in a possable oondition.
{2) 4Air: 2800 tons of cargo were airlifted into LAT KHE.

e. SERVICE: .

(1) Maintenance: The direct support ordance unit has beeh able to
keep abreast of maintennnce problems in the vehicle category, Signal equipment is
evacuated because of lack of prrsonnel or test equipment which is required to repair
the equipment,

(2) Construction: Approximetely 68% of the cwrrently approved base
plan has been completed,

(3) Miscelianeous: NA

6. PLRT VI CHRONOIOGY

11 MLY 1967 Operation MANHLITIN Terminated.
5 JUN 1967 Operation BLURFIEID Commenced,
9 JUN 1967 Operation BLUKFIELD Terminated,

11 JUN 1967 Operation BILLINGS Commenced,

21 JUN 1967 Operation  BILLINGS Terminated.
1 JUL 1967 RO/D CLELRING OFN Commenced,
7 JUL 1967 RO.D CLELRING OFN Terminated,

7. PART VII DISCUSSION and RECOMMENDATION
a. Lessons Learned,
(1) OPERATION MANHLTTLN:

a, The VC would not stand and fight but employed harassing
tactics, using inipere and booby traps extensively., By effective use of Lrtillery
and air support the TRON Rrigade was able to push through VC bases-with minimm
casualties.

be On two occasions scveral US personnel were wounded by one
booby trap, The ccntimed need for emphasis on dispersion is still evident, Leaders
et all levels must ahere to the basic principles of ground combat, Thecee basic

tactics save more lives in junglo fizhting than the finest strategy or most cunning
tactics,

g+ When conducting search and destroy operation in jungle area
or heavy VC population, Plans must be flexible and time schedules tentative,

When a base camp: is discovored, it must be thoroughly searched,

"de - The use of information provided by a CHIEU HOI proved to be

very valuable, Information of thia typo should be thoroughly exploited,

(2) Operation BLUEF.[ELD: None
(3) Operation 'BILU.’NCS‘ This operation proved that US Forces can
operate sucessfully in areas previously considered as "Safe Haven" for the VC,

Heavy losses of the VO on his own ground can and will greatly reduce his efficiency
and weoken his will fo res'st,
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be Operatione} plans should include sufficient time ror contingencies,
There should bo ample time to carefully search and d:mtroy bass camps and tunnel
complexes end dispose of larze supply cache discovered during the operation,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

TN !
- v/'\rti',y.\,.C/‘ "\j( L(C —

FROCIET D, 1TRRO
Major, Infantry
«Qiubing
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DEPARTMENT CF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 1ST ENGINEER BATTALION
APO 96345

AVDB-CE-3 L August 1967

SUBJECT: Quarterly Operational .essons Learned Report

TO: Commanding General
1st Infantry Division
-ATTN: AVDB-T
APO 96345

1. Introduction: The following is a summary of lessons learned, methods
used, and new concepts developed by the 1st Engineer Battalion during the per-
iod 16 May 67 - 28 July 67. '

2. Road Repair: During Operation MANHATTAN, this unit noted that often
a heavy vehicle would break through the laterite crust of a week section in a
road, To build up weak sections or to cover holes, this unit placed the sup-
er structure of timber trestle bridges over such areas.’ This super structure
normally includes footers, stringers of a minimal size, decking and treadway.

Observation: This technique may be the most practical when heavy traffiec
is imminent, time and equipment are not available, and the road sections to be
repaired are not large, However, it is costly in terms of material expended.

3. Road Construction Prior To Convoy Movement: Recently it has been
noted that in future operations it may be practical to deplor an engineer work
force to construct and repair roads before the start of convoy operations.
During recent operations, engineers have been given time to repair and rein-
force bridges and to make road reconnaissances, but actual road rehabilitation
has not begun until the convoy commenced, The convoy traffic not only reduces
the efficiency of the engineers, but impairs the repair effort slowing convoy
movement,

Observation: If an engineer work force could be deployed to construct or
repair roads prior to convoy operations, this would not only ensble faster coun-

voy traffic, but also release engineers for other support missions during the
convoy, '

X'
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SUBJECT: Quarterly Operational lLessons Learned Report

4. Tank Dozer Deployment: Although the tank dozer is not as effective
in clearing operations as the bulldozer there are certain advantages in
using the tank dozer that make it more practical to use than the bulldorer
in areas that may contain VC. When working with the F.ome plows, the tank
dozer can do the same job as the bulldozer, thereby releasing the bulldorer
for other engineer work. At the same time, the tank do-er provides mobil
security and increased available firepower during the land clearing opera-
tions. Also the tank dozer gives more confidence to the Rame plow operators,
as its presence has & negative effect on VG snipers,

Observation: Deployment of tark dozers in land clearing operations
not only provides mobil security, but also permits use of bulldorers on other

engineer tasks. Frovisions should also be made for other security to include
APC's and tanks,

5. lending Zone Clearing Kits: In recent operations two facts have bteen
noted that have increased the efficiency of the LZ clearing teams, First, in
areas containing trees of diameter larger than 35 inckes, it is often faster
to use the two man cross cut saw, This is because it is very difficult to
cut trees of this size with chain saws and the use of demolitions is often not
desirable due to size of charge and the resultant continual movement of men
and equipment away from the blasting area. Second, on several L7 clearing
missions an excess of equipment was carried creating transportation problems,

1t has been found that good reconnaissance of L? areas will eliminate unnecess-
ary equipment,

Cbservation: A good reconnaissance of the proposed L? location should
assist in choosing the correct equipment and eliminate taking unnecessary
equipment.,

6., Use of Cruiser Chain For Land Clearing: Land clearing operations
utilizing D7 dozers and cruiser chain were conducted in June 67 in areas
surrounding Di An Base Camp. This method was found ineffective in these arsas
due to the type of vegetation present, i.e, secondary jungle of thick under-
growth and small trees, The cruiser chain would ride up and over tie brush,
the mzjority of which would spring back up within a few davs,

This method was again tried during Operation FAUL PINWON in the Ong
Dong jungle area, Using 180 feet of cruisger chain between two D7E's proved

ffective in clearing rubber trees, two rows &t 2 time, The land clearing
p“'oduction rate was not found to vary substantiall» from that of two N7 Pome
plows,

Information received from the 65th Engr Rn, 25th Division indicates trat
the use of M88 VIR's pulling 270 to 360 feet of chain would increase the pro-
duction rate considerably, the reported rate: up to 28 acres of rubber trees
per hour, This latter method will be attempted as M88's can bs made avalilsble,

2
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Observation:

L Arug 67

In rubber tree land clearing operations, D7E's with cruiser

chains can be utilized as effectively as D7E Rame plows, thus freeine the P ome

FGR THE COMMANDER:

h primary and: secondary jungle areas, where thev are

STANLEY G
1LY, CE
Adjutant
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 1ST INFANTRY DIVISION
Office of the Chemical Officer
A°0 96345

AVDB-CM 31 July 1967

SUBJECT: Operational Report on Activities and Lessons Learned (v)

1. (U) Revorting period: 1 May 1967 to 31 July 1967.

2+ (C) Listed below are the activities of the.Division Chemical
Section during the reporting period 1 May 1967 to 31 July 1967.

a, 3 May 1967 = A Division Chemical Section Manpack Personnel
Detector Team conducted 2 search in the vicinity of QUAN LOI. Two (2)
hot spots were identified and fired on by the accompanying gun ships,
after which an aerial observer directed artillery on the hot spots.
Before the effects could be assessed, the light fire team was called away
on a tactical emergency. The Division Tunnel Team departed DI AN helipad
to assist the 1/2 Infantry in the exploration of a reported tunnel complex,

The team explored one (1) tunnel approximately 200 meters in length. No
enemy personnel or equipment were found,

b. 5 May 1967 = A Division Chemical Section MPD Team conducted
a gearch in the PHUOC VINH and QUAN LOI areas. Seven (7) hot spots were
identified and reported to G2 Air and Division Artillery for the vlanning
of fires.

co 6 May 1967 - A Division Chemical Section MPD Team conducted
a searcn northeast of PHUOC VINH, Sixteen (16) hot spots were identified
and reported to G2 Air and Division Artillery for the planning of fires.
The Division Tunnel Team assisted the 1/26 Infantry in the exploration of
a well, No enemy personnel or equipment were found,

de 7 May 1967 -~ A Division Chemical Section MPD Team conducted
a search north of PHUOC VINH., Twenty-five (25) hot spots were identified
and reported to G2 Air and Division Artillery for the planning of fires.

e, 10 May 1967 = A Division Chemical Section MPU Team conduct-
ed a 'search north of QUAN I0I. Ten (10) hot spots were identified upon
which an aerial observer directed sight inch howiltzer fire. Results
wmlciown,

‘DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
DOD DIR 5200,10
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SUBJECT: Operational Report on Activities and Lessons Learned (U)

f. 12 May 1967 ~ A Division Chemical Section MPD Team conducted
a search in two (2) areas: one northeast of QUAN LOI where three (3) hot
spots were identified and one north of MINH THANH where two (2) hot spots
were identified. The hot spots were reported to the lst Bde for the
ptanning of fires. o

ge 13 May 1967 - A Division Chemical Section CS Drop Team de=-
parted DI AN via tw (2) CH-47 aircraft for a 0S5 target from XT93L650 to
XT947655, Sixty (60) drums .of CS-1 were placed on target. The team flew
to PHUOC VINH and reloaded and refueled. The team then dropped 50 drums
of 0S-1 from coordinates XT927657 to XT9L1671.

h, 15 May 1967 - The Divisioh Chemical Section started a. wet
season CS persistency test outside of the DI AN Base Camp. Three (3)
55 gal drums filled with CS-1l were detonated under conditions similar to
those in aircraft drons. One (1) drum was suspended in a tree five (5)
meters above the ground. The remaining two were detonated on the ground:
one in the jungle area, the other in an open area. A seperate revort is
being prepared on the results of this test.

i, 20 May 1967 -~ A Division Chemical Section MPD Team conducted
a search west and northeast of PHUOC VINH. Thirty-five (35) ot spots
were identified and reported to G2 Air fop the planning of fires,

je 21 May 1967 = A Division Chemical Section MPD Team conducted
a search east of the SAIG BE River, Four (L) hot spots were identified
and reported to G2 Air for targeting,

ke 22 May 1967 = A Division Chemical Section MPD Team conducted
a search west and north of PHUOC VINH, Five (5) hot spots were identified
and reported to G2 Air for the planning of fires. The Division Tunnel
Team moved to coordinates XT930230 to assist the 2/2 Infantry in exploring
a reported tunnel complex. Upon arrival, the team discovered no tunnels;
however, seven (7) bunkers were explored with negative results.

1., 2L May 1967 - A Division Chemical Section MPD Team conducted
a search north and east of PHUOC VINH. Twenty-four (24) hot spots were
identified, and reported to Division Artillery and lst Brigade for the
planning of fires,

me 25 May 1967 = A Division Chemical Section MPD Team conducted
a search north and east of PHUOC VINH, Four (4) hot spots were identified
and rencrted to Division Artillery and the 1st Brigade for the planning of

fires, b é
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SUBJRCTs Operational Report on Activities and Lessons Learned (U)

n. 26 May 1967 « A Division Chemical Section MPD Team conduct~
ed a search north of BIEN HOA. Fifteen (15) hot spots were identified
and reported to Division Artillery for the planning of fires,

0s 27 May 1967 - A Division Chemical Section MPD Team conduct=
ed a search north and east of PHUOC VINH, Twenty-nine (29) hot spots
were identified and reported to Division Artillery for the planning of
fires, A search north of BIEN HOA yielded negative results,

Pe 2B May 1967 - A Division Chemical Section MPD Team conduct-
ed a search north of BIEN HOA, Four (k) hot spots were identified and
reported to G2 Air for the planning .of fires,

qs. 30 May 1967 - A Division Chemical Section MPD Team conduci-~
ed a search north and.east‘of PHUOC VINH, ‘S8ixteen {18) hot snots were
identified and reported to the 1lst axd 2d Brigades for the planning of
fires,

. re 1 June 1967 = A Division Chemical Section 4MPD Team conduct~-
ed a search north and northeast of PHUOC VINH., Thirteen (13) hot spots
were identified and reported to G2 Air for the planning of fires,

8, 2 June 1967 - A Division Chemical Section MPD Team conduct-
ed a search north and northeast of PHUOC VINH. Ten (10) hot spots were
identified and reported to G2 Air for the planuing of fires.

t. 3 June 1967 = A Division Chemical Section MPD team conduct-
ed a search north and northwest of PHUOC VINH. Three (3) hot spots were
identified and reported to G2 Air for the planning of fires.

We L June 1967 - A Division Chemical Section MPD team conduct=-
ed a search north and northeast of PHUOC VINH, Nine (9) hot spots were
identified and reported to (2 Air for the planning of fires. An NCO from
the 242d Chemical Detachment was trained by the 79th Maintenance Battal-
ion in the maintenance of the Manpack Personnel Detector, E63., Instruc-
tions which were coordinated through the.8h-wére idswed 'to divisional
units using the MPD, The instructions stated that maintenance and supoly
é‘or the instrument would be coordinated through the Division Chemical

ection,

ve 5 June 1967 = The Division Chemical Section c hecked the wet
season CS persistency test outside of the DI AN Base Camp (see item 2h)e
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w. 6 June 1967 - A Division Chemical Section MPD Team cnduct-
ed a search around PHUOC VINH, Fourteen (1li) hot smots were identified
and rvepor-id to G2 Air for the plamming of fires,.

Xe T June 1967 -~ A Division Chemical Section MPD Team conduct-
ed a search around PHUOC VINH, Three (3) MPD trainees from 1lst Bripade
were given in-flight training on the MPD during the mission. Eight (8)
hot spots were identified and reported to (2 Air for the planning of
fires,

Ve 8 June 1967 - A Division Chemical Section MPD Team assisted
by three trainees from the lst Brigade, conducted a search north and
south of PHUOC VINH. No hot spots were identified., 1st Brigade trainees
were released at PHUOC VINH. Five (5) XM-27 and 15 ea XM-28 RCA masks
were issued to the lst Brigade for testing. A Division Chemical Section
CS Drop Team conducted a CS drop on two targets, The first a line from
XT856607 to XT863599; the second a line from XT86LAOL to XT868604. Thir-
ty {30) drums of 0S-1 were dropped on both targets.

z. 9 June 1967 - The Division Chemical Section established its
forward office at LAI KUE, A represenative of the section started MPD
operations and maintenance training with D Trp 1/b Cavalry at PHU LOI.

A Division Chemical Section MPD Team conducted a search north of PHUOC
VINH. One (1) hot spot was identified and reported to G2 Air for the
planning of fires. A Division Chemical Section CS Drop Team conducted a
CS drop on two targeds. Target one was a line between YTO74L26,
YT083Li27, and YT083h36. Target two was a line between YT086L27,
YT090L3L, and ¥Y7087437. Thirty (30) drums were droomed on each target.

aa., 10 June 1967 ~ A Division Chemical Section MPD Team con-
ducted a search northwest of PHUOC VINH. Seven (7) hot spots were iden-
tified and reported to G2 Air for the planning of fires, At the time of
detecting a hot spot vicinity XT893622, the detector ship received an
unknown number of SA rds from 4 VC. The aircraft received 1 hit in the
main rotor blade, but continued to PHUOC VINH. The light fire team en-
gaged the Lj VC with undetermined results.

. bbe 11 June 1967 - A Division Chemical Section MPD Team con-
ducted a search west of PHUOC VINH., Savén-{7) hot spotp were tdemtified
énd reported to G2 Air foi~ the planning of fires. '

cc. 12 June 1967 = A Division Chemical Section MPD Team con=

ducted a search around PHUOC VINH, Sixteen (16) hot spots were identi=-
fied and reported to G2 Air for the planning of fires,

CoWATDEA/T7A!L
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dde 13 June 1967 = The Division Chemical Section checked the
wet season CS persistency test (see item 2h),

ee, 1k June 1967 = The Division Chemical Section dispatched
one NCO to 1/h Cavalry to conduct in-flight training on the MPD. &
Division Chemical Section MPD Team caiducted a search northeast of PHUOC
VINH, Ten (10) hot spots were identified and reported to G2 Air for the
planning of fires,

£, 15 June 1967 ~ A Division Chemical Section MPD Team con~
ducted a search north and south of PHUOC VINH., Ten (10) hot spots were
identified and reported to G2 Air for the planning of fires, A Division
Chemical Section CS Drop Team departed DI iN at 1730H in two (2) CH-L7s
for a target from YT065625-to YPO66606. Sixty (60) drums of CS-1 were
dropped on the target,

ggs 16 June 1967 - A Division Chemical Section :[PD Team con-
ducted a search north and south of PHUOC VINH, and along the SONG BE
RMver. Twelve (12) hot spots were identified and reported tc G2 Air for
the planning of fires,

hh¢ 17 June 1967 ~ A Division Chemical Section MPD Team con-
ducted a search northeast of PHUOC VINH, Two (2) hot spots were identi~
fied and reported to G2 Air for the planning of fires.

ii, 18 June 1967 - A Division Chemical Section MPD Team con-
ducted a search north of PHUOC VINH. Seven (7) hot spots were identified
and reported to G2 Air for the planning of fires, The Division Chemical
Officer made an on the spot investigzation of the remorted use of riot
control agents against A Company, 1/16 Infantry, during a battle on 17
June 1967, Investigation indicated that RCA was used twice - once during
the initial SA attack and once during the mortar attack. Type of disper-
sion media was unknown,

J3a 19 June 1967 - A Division Chemical Section MPD Team con=
ducted a search north of PHUOC VINH., Twenty-two (22) hot epots were
identified and reported to G2 Adx for the plamning of fires,

kk, 20 June 1967 = A Division Chemical Section MPD Team con-
ducted a search north’ of PHUOC VINHs Sixty-four (6l) hot spots were
identified and reported to G2 Air for the planning of fires,

11, 21 June 1967 - The Division Chemical Section conducted op-
eration and maintenance training on the MPD for three individuals from
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SUBJECT: Operationd Report on Activities and Lessons Learned (U)

the Pathfinder Detachment of the 11lth Aviation Battalion and one individ=
ual from the 25th Infantry Division, A Division Chemical Section MPD
Team conducted a séarch north of PHUOC VINH, The team was accompanied by
3 members of the 25th Infantry Division Chemical Sectlon who received
in-flight training on. the MPD. Twenty (20) hot spots were identified and
reported to G2 Air for the plamnning of fires, '

mne 22 June 1967 ~ An NCO from the Division Chemical Section
conducted MPD in-flight training for 1/4 Cavalry at PHU IOI. A Division
Chemical Section MPD Team conducted a search north of FHURC. VINH, Fifty
(50) hot spots were identified and reported to: G2 Air for the plannig of
fires, :

nn, 23 June 1967 = A Division Chemical Section MPD Team con-
ducted a search north of PHUOC VINH astride Highway 13. Twenty (20)

hot ‘spots were identified and were reported to G2 Air for the planning of
fires.

00, 2l June 1967 = A Division Chemical Section MPD Team con-
ducted a search north of Highway 13 west of DONG XOAI. Fourteen (1l) hot
spots were identified and reported to G2 Air for the planning of fires.

pPPe 25 June 1967 -~ A Division Chemical Section MPD Team con-
ducted a searcnh north of Highway 13, Twenty-nine (29) hot spots were
identified and reported to G2 Air for the planning of fires, A Division
Chemical Section CS Drop Team departed DI AN for a line target from
XT927657 to XT943653. Sixty (60) drums of CS-1 were dropped on target,
with good coverage,

ade 26 June 1967 - A Division Chemical Section MPD Team con-
ducted a search south of PHUOC VTNH. Four (L) hot spots were identified
and reported to G2.Air for -the planning of fires, The Division Chemical
Section checked the wet season CS persistency test outside of DI AN Base

Camp, CS was still present in the area (see item 2h),

rr, 28 June 1967 = The Divisim Chemical Section furnished 1
NCO who assisted an 1lth Aviation Battalion MPD Team in conducting a
search in support of the 1st Infantry Division., Eighteen (18) hot spots
were identified and réported to G2 Alr for the planning of fires,

ss. 29 June 1967 - A Division Chemical Section CS Drop Team

departed DI AN via one (1) GH-L7 for a target from XT903639 to-XT90L6LS.

The team dropped 26 drums of CS-1 on target. The drop was made using a
newly fabricated CS drum rack, The new rack proved vastly superior to
the old systems (See Lessons Learned.)
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$te 30 June 1967 - A Division Chemjcal 3ection MPD Team con-
ducted a search between Highway 13 and the G BE River, north of LAI
KHE. Eight (8) hot spots were identified and reported to G2 Air for the
planning of fires, A Division Chemical Section CS Drop Team. departed DI
AN in two (2) CH-47s for a.CS target from XT866602 to XT870507. 'The
target was successfully covered with 60 drums of CS~l.

uue 1 July 1967 -~ A Division Chemical Section MPD Team con=
ducted a search norbh of LAT KHE and east of Highway 13, Thirty~-seven
(37) hot spots were i entified and reported to G2 Air for the planning of
fires. A Division Chemical Section CS Drop Team departed DI AN in two
(2) CH=L?s for two (2) €S targets northwest of PHUOC VINH at XT867590 and
X1855584, Thirty (30) drums of CS-l were dropped on each target.

vve 2 July 1967 = A Division Chemical Section MPD Team cone-
ducted a search north of LAI KHE and east of Highway 13. Righteen (18)
hot spots were identified and reported to G2 Air for the planning of
fires, A Division Chemical .Section CS Drop Team departed DI AN in one
(1) CH=L? for a CS target located at XT916657, Terget was a well-used
river crossing. Thirty (30) drums of CSwl were dropped on the target.

LTIC J. K. Stoner, Jr,, revorted into the lst Infantry Division as the

newly assigned Chemical Officer.

ww, 3 July 1967 - A Division Chemical Section MPD Team con-
ducted a search north of LAI KHE and east of Highway 13, Thirty~three
(33) hot spots were identified and reported to G2 Air for the planning of
fires,

¥%e L July 1967 - A Division Chemical Section MPD Team con=
ducted a search north of LAI KHE, west of Highway 13, and just east of
the MINH THANH plantation, Thirteen (13) hot spots were identified and
reported to G2 Air for tle planning of fires,

_¥¥. 6 Jduly 1967 = A Division Chemical Section MPD Team con-
ducted a search north of BIEN HOA, Eighty-seven (87) hot spots were
identified and reported to G2 Air for the plamning of fires,

2%ze 7 July 1967 - A Division Chemical Section CS Drop Team
departed DI AN in one (1) CH-47 for a CS target southeast of CHI LINH
(¥r9273)s The target, from XT956706 to XT955702, was successfully cover=
ed with 30 drums of CS=l,

aaa., 8 July 1967 - A Division Chemical Section MPD Team con-
ducted a search northeast of PHUOC VINH, Ten (10) hot snots were identi-
fied and reported to G2 Air for the planning of fires., LTC J. K. Stoner,
Jr., assumed the responsibilities of Division Chemical Officer, vicé LIC

CoNF /D ENTTAL
7




ke

CON =D T7H .

AVDBCM 31 July 1967
SUBJECT: Operational Report on Activities and Lessons Learned (U)

bbbe 9 July 1967 = A Division Chemical Section MPD Team con-
ducted a search northeast of TAN UYEN, One (1) hot spot was identified
and reported to G2 Air for the planning of fires, A Division Chemical
Section CS Drop Team departed DI AN in one (1) CH~L7 for a CS target be-
tween XT975703 and XT980702, Thirty (30) drums of CS-l were dropped on
the target with good coverage.

ccce 10 July 1967 = A Division Chemical Section MPD Team con-
ducted a search south of the SONG BE River and nartheast of TAN UYEN.
Seven (7) hot spots were i entified and reported to G2 Air for the plan-
ning of firess The detector aircraft received 2 ~ 3 rds of SA fire from
vicinity of ¥YT11h3h3, with nmo casuvalties or damage., Fire was returned
with undetermined results,

ddde 13 July 1967 = A Division Chemical Section MPD Team con-
ducted a #earch south of the SONG BE River and northeast of TAN VYEN,
Twenty nine (29) hot spots were identified and reworted to G2 Air for the
];;lanning of fires, LTC A. R. Hylton devarted lst Infantry Division on
EROS .

eee, 1l July 1967 = A Division Chemical Section MPD Team cone
ducted a search vieinity of QUAN IOI, Fifteen (15) hot spots were iden-
tified and reported to G2 Air for the plamning of fires, A Division
Chemical Section CS Droo Team departed DI AN in two (2) CH-L7s fcr seven
(7) CS point targets at XT656L17, XT665h10, XT625432, XI622450, XT613L432,
Xr625h38, and XT62811.2,

fffe 15 July 1967 « A Division Chemical Section MPD Team con-
ducted a search north and sast of QUAN 10I, Fomr () hot spots were
identified and reported to G2 Air and the 3vd Brigade for the planning of
fires, The detector aircraft, covered by the accompanying light fire
team, picked up a wounded Vietnamese individual at XT670853. The man was
armed with an M~l rifle, and wore a "tiger suit" with red and blue scarf,
The individual was turned over to the 3rd Brigade for processing. A
Division Chemical Section CS Drop Team departed DI AN in two (?% CH-U7s
for a line C3 target from YT106hLk to YT107458., Sixty (60) drums of
CS~1 were dropped on the target. 1lst Brigade at PHUOC VINH reported a
low concentration of CS from 1911H to 1935H. Wind shifts at 1000, 2000,
and hOOO foot levels resulting from severe thunderskhosmmebiaw C8s2 .from»
the tarpct into PHYCC VINH,

gego 16 July 1967 - A Division Chemical Section CS Drop Team

denarted DI AN in one (1) CH=l7 for a CS target at YT092458. Thirty (30)
drums of CS«1 were dropped on the target.
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hhh, 17 July 1967 = A Division Chemical Section MPD Team con=-
ducted a seardh north of QUAV L0I, Twelve (12) hot svots were identified
and reported to G2 Alr &nd 3rd Brigade 'for ‘the-hlanhépd of: fires, ‘A
Division Chemical Section CS Drop Team departed DI AN in two (2) CH-i7s
for a target lccated from XT9253k5 to XT932331. Only twenty=four (2L)
drums were dropned due to inclement weather,

144, 18 July 1967 ~ A Division Chemical Section MPD Team con-
ducted a search northwest of QUAN LOI, Fifteen (15) hot snots were
identified and ramorted to G2 Air and 3rd Brigade for the planning of
fires, . A Division Chemical Section C8 drop team departed DI ‘N in ‘one
(1) CH<)47 for a CS line target from XT858507 to XT862508. Thirty (30)
drums of CS-1l were dropped on the target.

19 July 1967 - A Division Chemical Section ¢S Drop Tean
departed Dijgﬁ in one {l} cﬂ-m for a CS5 line target from XT93%? fol~
lowing the woodline to XT940323. A radical change in wind direction

caused the drop to be postooned.

kkk, 21 July 1967 -~ A Division Chémical Scction MPD Team con-
ducted a sesrch southwest of QUAN I0I. Six (6) hot spots were idéntified
and reported vo G2 Air and 3rd Brigade for ‘the slanning of fires, A
Division Chemical Section CS Drop Team departed DI .N ‘in one (1) CH~h7
for a CS target from XT93L323 to X7939323. Thirty (30) drums of CS-l
were dropped on the target.

11, 22 July 1967 < A Division Chemical Section MPD Team con-
ducted a search vicinity of QUAN I0I, Twenty-one hot snots werc identi-~
fied and reported to G2 Air and 3rd Brigade for the planning of fires.

mme 23 July 1967 - A Division Chemical Section #PD Team began
experimenting with the E63 MPD operating on position number three. On
this position the instrument will respond only to peonle. The Division
Chemical Section also began testing with a new fuze/burster combination
for CS drum drops.

nn. 2l July 1967 ~ The Division Chemical Officer visited the
Battalion Commander, 2/28th Infantry, DI AN, to discuss chemical mainten~
ance,

000, 25 July 1967 - The Division Chemical Section checked the
wet. season CS persistency test outside the DI AN Base C,mp perimeter
(see item 2h)e
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PPPe. 26 July 1967 - A Division Chemical Section ¥PD Tean,
assisted by two trainees from the 3d Brigade, continued a search northeast
of TAN UYEN, Two (2) hot spots were identified and reported to G2 Air for
the planning of fires, The Division Chemical Section conducted another
test of a new fuze/burster combination for CS drum drops.. The Division
Chemical Officer visited with the Battalion Commarder, 2/16 Infantry, DI
AN, to discuss chemical maintenance.

quqé 27 July 1967 - Two (2) individuals from the 2d Infantry
Division Chemical Section arrived at DI AN to receive training or the
airborne mode E63 MPD from members of the lst Infantry Division Chemical
Seetion.

rrre 28 July 1967 - A Division Chemical Section MPD Team
assisted by two trainees from the 2d Infantry Division, conducted a
search east of AN LOC and east of MINH THANH. Nine (9) hot spots.were
identified and reported to G2 Adir for the plamning of fires,

ssse 3C July 1967 =~ The Division Chemical Section checked the
wet season GS persistoncy test outdide of the DI AN Base Camp perimeter
(see item 2h), The Division Chemical Officer visited 1/18 Infantry, LAI
KHE, and 1/26 Infantry, PHUOC VINH, to discuss chemical maintenance with
batbalion commanders,

ttte 31 July 1967 - A Division Chemicdl Section CS Drop Team
departed DI AN in 1 CH-47 for 2 CS targets. Target 1 located from
XT863598 to XT8L3602. Target 2 located from XT871607 to XT868609, All
CS drums were equipped with a MLO Destructor/MiA2 15 Sec Delay Detonator
fuzing system, Fifteen (15) drums were dropped on each target. One (1)
drum fell into the SONG BE River and failed to explode.

3, {(U) During the reporting period, LIC Alvin R. Hylton served as
the Division Chemical Officer until 8 July 1967. LTC John K. 8torer, Jr.,
assumed the duties of Division Chemical Officer on 8 July 1967.

4o (C) Listed below are the activities of the 2L42d Chemical Detach~
ment (CBRC) during the reporting period 1 May 1967 to 31 July 1967.

as During the reporting period, the detachment was commanded
by 1T Charles P. Barber until 12 July 1967. 2LT Robert D. Montgomery
assumed command on 12 July 1967,

b, The Division Tunnel Team responsibility was transferred
from the cdetachment to the lst Engineer Battalion on 25 May 1967.
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c. The detachment processed lst Infantry Division defoliation
requests and monitored the status of defoliation programs of the lst
Infantry Division and those of II Cowps which lie within the lst Infantry
Division Area of Responsibility.

de The detachment provided crew personnel on CS drum drops
conducted by the 1st Infantry Division Chemical Section.

e. The detachment provided crew personnel who acted as 'PD
operators on the Division Chemical Section persomnnel detection missionse

S (C) Listed below are the activities of the 266th Chemical |
Platoon (DS). The platoon was camianded by 1LT Charles Auslander during
the period 1 May 1967 to 13 June 1967. 1LT John V, Pittman assumed
comnand of the platoon on 13 June 1967.

as The platoon had maintenance contact teams at 1st and 3d
Briggdes of the lst Infantry Division during the éntire reporting period.
They have provided the brigades with chemical maintenance, assistance in
cs operations, gromd based defoliation, and insect control.

b. The platoon has served as the DI AN Base Camp Rapid R.action
Force, and has also conducted Road Runner onerations in areas around DI
AN Bage Camp., On several ocasions, the platoon has extracted patrols
which have come under fire or become lost. These extractions have been
ac complished without incident.

_ceo The platoon maintained a supply of drums of CS-l ready far
aerial delivery, These drums were requisitioned, prepared with bursters,
and held in the platoon starage area for all missions. The platoon
also provided the Division Chemical Section with air crew perpemmel to
participate in aerial CS drops on enamy targets,

ds The platoon continued to modify the Mhi bursters which are
used for CS drops by removing the incendiary mix and substituting
Composition C3 in its place. This modification has improved the reli-
ability of the burster, and has reduced the amount of CS that is burned off
when the standard incendiary mix is used. A change in this procedure was

-instituddd on 23 July 1967, and is discussed in the Lessons Learned, para

6 of ‘this report,

es The platoon has provided persomnel, equipment, and materials
for defoliation missions in suprort of all 1st Infantry Division base
camps during the reporting period.
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fo On 15 May 1967, the platoon assisted the Division Chemical
Section in initiating a wet season CS persistency test similar in scope to
the test for the dry season, Several methods of bursting 55 gal drums of
CS and several different jungle conditions were selected for conduct of
the testss A periodic check is being mde on its persistency.

g The platoon has assisted in providing needed items in a
civic action project, providing food stuffs to the Selesian Sisters Self
Heln Schonl located in THU DUC, RVN,

6o (C) Lessons Iearned.
ITIM: ©S Drum Rack/Conveyor

DISCUSSION: A specially designed rack with roller conveyors
was designed and built for use in the CH-i4T aircraft for the conduct of
GS drops.

OBSERVATION: Prior to design of this system, drums were rolled
on the side from the tail of the CH-47, This technique was both awkward
and dangerous. Use of the rack/conveyor system now permits the drums to
stand on end and gives the "ail gater" (fuze pin puller) greater flexi-
bility and safety in accomplishing his mission. Personnel need no longer
move around on the tailgate of ‘the aircraft, A greater flexibillty in the
rate of drop can be achieved, to permit higher concentravions on point
targets and line concentrations over an area target. This system has
reduced the amount of personnel required in the drop crew from 9 to 6,
including the OIC, but exclusive of the air crew, The disadvantage of this
system is the U5 minute aircraft loading time now required.

ITM: Aircraft Younted Manpack Personnel Detector, E63.

DISCUSSION: During the regporting period, the Chemical Section
perfected the use of the Manpack Personnel Detector in an airborne mode.

OBSERVATION: See Inclosure 1,

ITEM: C8 Persistency Test.

DISCUSSION: As a follow-up to the dry season CS persistency test
performed in January 1967, a wet season test was begun during the reporting
period. This test will be completed A5 August 1967,

ABSYRVATTON: Powdered CS persistency is reduced in the wet

season, 4 complete report will be submitted during the next revorting
period.
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ITEMs OCS Drum Burster.

DISCUSSION: The fuzing/burster system in use throughout most
of this reporting veriod has proven to be 90% effective, The result has

been an excessive number of duds during drobs, particularly with the low
altitude system,

OBSERVATIONS

. a, This fuzing/burster system consists of the following comoon-
ents,

(1) M incendiary burster, modified by replacing the pyrc
exnlosive with Composition C3.

(2) A Fusing system consisting of a number 6 blasting cap,
lgs" or S of time fuze, and an M2 fuze igniter.

b. This system has the following disadvantages.

(1) The burster system will only destroy 1/3 - 1/2 of the
CS drum, .

(2) The fuzing is highly susceptible to humidity effectss

(3) Muzing will occasionally fail from the fuze well in
the burster,

(4) The low altitude (lg") fuze can at times fail to
detonate the burster because the cap does not extend far enough into the
03 filler,

ce New fuzing and burster systems are being tested at the time
this report is being prepared. The results of these tests will be report-
ed in full in the next report of Lessons Learned.

U

O ) ;.
1 Incl /JOHN K, STONER, JR.
as L7C, CmlC
Division Chemical Officer

b

TEL: Danger Main 123
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 1ST INFANTRY DIVTSION
0ffice of the Chemical Officer
APD 963L5

AVDBCM 20 June 1967
SUBJECT: Manpack Personnel Detector (MFD) = E63

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff G3
1st Infantry Division
APO 96345

le Generals The Manpack Persomel Detector (MPD). - E63 was origine

ally designed to be a man carried device with the capability & detecting
concealed personnel., It was envisioned to be used by ground troons dure
ing counter insurgency operations in the Republic of Vietnam. Cer%ain
characteristics of the machine and the area of use made it impractical

and ineffective as a ground oriented device. During the month of April,
1967, the lst Infantry Division Chemical Section initiated a series of
tests and tactical operations with the MPD modified for use on rotary
wing aircraft. Rosults of these tests and operations indicated adapta-
bility of the M°D to aerial reconnaissance operations.

2, Modifieation for Aerial Use: For aerial overations the followe
ing modifications were made on the standard M°D by the 79th Maintenance
Battalionsg

as The read-out meter was removed from the probe to allow read-
ings to be viewed by the operators while inside the aircraft.

be. The electrical output circuit was modified to allow the MPD
to operate from the 28 volt IC power source of the helicopter. This mod-
ification consisted of rewiring the device for an electrical cord which
could be plugged directly into the aireraft electrical system, eliminating
the need for the original battery pack., This provided a constant and re=~
1liable source of operating power,

3. Aircraft Installation Procedures:

a, Excellent results have been obtained by attaching the probe
of the MPD to the "belly" of the helicopter in the vicinity of the fore
ward skid braces Nylon cord is used to secure the probe to the brace.

b, The back pack group of the MPD was placed irside the hellcop-
ter in front of the operator, rested directly on the floor of the helicop-
ter, and held upright for operation,  Holding the instrument upright

7
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SUBJECT: Manpack Personnel Detector (MPD) - E63

handicapped the MPD operator when he tried to calibrate the device for
operations Consequently, a holding rack was designed to secure the MPD
and allow the c¢perator freedom of both hands to calibrate the instrument.
Reduced sensitivity and equipment malfunction indicated that the MPDs
were receiving considerable shock from the vibrations of the helicopters
Shock absorbing springs were then atbtached to the base of the holding
rackse This greatly reduced the vibration of the machine and increased
the reliability of instrument readings.

he Operational Procedures:

ae The Division Chemical Section organized MPD teams in the
following mamner:

{1)' One officer and two MPD operators.
(2) One detector helicopter (UH-1D) with crew.
(3) One light fire team (two UH-1B gun ships).

be A high degree of success has been obtained by using the MFDs
in pairs. In case of mechanical or electrical failure of one, the mission
can still be accomnlished, Also no two MPDs respond alike, therefore
combined data from both has given the best results.,

c. After "take off" the MPD should be calibrated at an altitude
of at leist 1500 feet to obtain a clean background reading, At this alti-
tude there are relatively few effluents present from human habitation and
presence except when flying over a large village or city, The nommal
operating level is from 10 to 15 mioroamps.

de Wind direction should be determined by smoke before starting
the operation, The detector helicopter should make its run perpendicular
to the wind beginning at the downwind edge of the target area. This
insures that the helicopter doesn't pick up its own exhaust trail and that
the path of the helicopter crosses all wind blown effluents,

e, PFor safety and best machine performance, the detection heli-
copter should fly 10 to 20 feet above the trees, (Note: Pilots sh~uld be
cautioned not to scrape tre:s, since this may cause severe damage to the
probes.)

f+ The best aircraft speed has becn between 80 and 90 knots.
Flying over 90 knots has caused the light fire team to lose contact with
the detection ship. Flying slower than 80 knots makes the detector heli-
copter more vulnerable to hostile fire,

77
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g. The best system to date used to plot the location of detect=
ed "hot spots" has been:

(1) Upon receiving a reading of approximately 50 on the
read-vut meter, the operator shouts "hot ssote!

(2) The coordinator instantaneoudly relays "hot spot" by
radio to the fire team.

(3} A plotter in one of the gun ships notes the coordinates
of the hot svot (approximately 200 meters to the rear of the UH-1D), The
mark 200 meters behind the helicooter is an adjustment for meter response
and delay in notifying the nlotter.

h. Originally a smoke grenade was thrown by the ™D overator
when a high reading was obtained. However, this method of marking was
abandoned in favor of the voice command because it was found that in many
instances the smcke was trapved by the jungle canopy and could not be seen
through the vegetation, Alsc it was felt that dropning the smoke into the
hot spots might indicate to the VC that their positions had been spotted,
enabling them to move or take other action.

i, When the detector aircraft is flying at tree top level, it is
difficult for the pilot to determine his position in order to cover the
target area. 4 satisfactory solution to the problem has been for the
plotter in the gun ships to inform the UH-1D pilot when he had'.reached’ the

boundary of’ the target area. The UH=1D pilot can then alter his course to
remain on target.

5e General Observations on the Effects «f Weather on Aerial MPD
Operations:

ae It has been found that the optirum wind speed for the best meter
readings is 5 knots, Stronger winds make it difficult to handle the heli-
copter at low altitude; slower wind speeds necessitate a tighter flight
pattern over the target area to pick up the tarsets,

b. The best detection results have been obtained when missions
were flown during the morning hours (0830 - 1100), especially with a low
ceiling,

c. Poor results have been obtained when missinns were flown dur-
ing rain stomms because aireraft have had difficuity in maintaining orover
altitude ant ‘irection. Also the corona points in the M°D probe became
wet and ceascd to function properly.,
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SUBJECT: Manpack Personnel Detector (MPD) - E63

de Poor results have been obtained immediately following rain
storms,

es Satisfactory to noor readings have been obtained in the hot
afternoon hours.

f+ Very poor readings have been obtained during periods of sur=
face wind turbulence, The "smells" have dissipated faster and the detec-
tor ship has not been able to fly as low as desired,

6s Conclusions: Results to date indicate that the Manpack Person-
nel Detector +an excellsnt tool for detection of areas of current
or recent enemy activity. However, it gives only a qualitative measwre-
ment and will not indicate the exact size of the force located at a
point. High readings at several points in a relatively close area may
indicat®”a large force, A sample of confirmed targets that were
originally detected with the MPD follows:

ae High readings betwe en two points - BS2 strike following day
exposed bunkers, tunnels, trenches, and foxholes.

be High readings at one point = Afternoon of same day Sigma
Team made contact with estimated 100 VC 300 meters from the point,

¢e High readings between two points - Air strike in afterw
noon resulted in secondary explosions.

de High readings between two points - Subsequent artiliery
and air strikes exposed bunkers.

e. High readings at one point - Subsequent artillery and air
strikes resulted in 32 bunkers exposed and 1 W KIA (BC).

f. Continuous high reading between two voints = An agent

report placed the 272d YC Regiment at this exact location on the same
day.,

1 Iacl ALVIN R, HYLTON
SOP for Reporting LTC, CmiC

Bloodhound Mission Results Division Chemical Officer
TELt Danger Main 123
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BEADQUARTERS
18T INFANTRY DIVISION ARTILLERY
APO Us Foroes 96345

AVDB-RAT CONFIDENTIAL 16 4ugust 1967
SUBJECTs Operational Report on Lessons Learned (U)

TO: Commanding General
lst Infantry Division
ATTNs  AVDB-T
APO US Forces 96345

1. (U) Reference ist Infantry Division Regulation 870-1, dated
16 February 1966, Subjeoct: '"Historioel jotivities", with change 1,
dated 15 4pril 1966,

2. (C) In complignce with refersnced regulation, the following
report, for the period ending 31 July 1967, is submitheds

Item: AMMUNITION RESUPPLY

Discussion: Ammunition resupply presents a major problem
during operations requiring a firing battery to be separated from the
parent battalion.

Obgervations The requirements for ammunition often exceeds
the batteryt!s capability because of large expenditures and .ong
distances from the firing position to the .SP. Both battalicu and
battery ammunition sections are often commitied to fulfill the needs
of one battery.

Items FIRE SUPPORT B.SBE

Disoussion: When a fire supnort base is established with
other combat arms, primary consideration must be given to the artillexr
firing pogitions. The artillery unit commander must be allowed to
position his units commensurate with his mission and capabilities
within the position area.

Obgervations JAfter the artillery firing position hes been
established, coordination with the other forces ocoupying the fire
support base should be acocomplished regarding sacurity, positioning,
and consolidetion of the position,

Item: PRIP/RITION OF GUN PAR.PETS XD .MMUNITION DUMPS

Discussiont In an artillery position, guns and ammunition
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dwmps must have parapets built s s00a as possibles In an extended
opsration the consiruction of well protscted a.munition dumps should
be a major primary consideration. Often with the concurrent heavy
firing committment the unit is unable to properly revet the guns oxr
the emmunition if the work must be done by hand.

Observation: Eugineer support can, in most instanoces,
provide a bulldozor foxr the establishment of a fire support base. :
The bulldozer is invaluable to the artiilery unit for the preparation of
of poeition perapets. Even if the dozer is not available to the artil-
lery unit for an extended period, it ocan quickly provide a dozed-up - :
sand or dirt pile from which sandbags can be filled in less than half }
the normally required time.

Item: OVERHE.D COVER IN FIELD POSITIONS

Discussion: When preparing field positions, overhead cover
is constructed primarily with materials carried to the position or
rozdily accessible from the natural surroundings.

Ovservations Overhead cover is accomplished in a minimum
amount of time using eight foot ongineer stskes as supports for
cover material. When engincer stekes are not svailable, puwer saws
may be used when available, to fell trees for the same purpose.

When available, enginecr sgtakes should be issued to units displacing
to field positions.

R e

Items AIRCRAFT FLYING THROUGH PHZ GUN-T.RGIZT LINE

Discussions Jsircraft continue to fly through artillery
gun-target lines. This is especially true during poriods of intense
artillexry activity, :

Obgervation: .1l aviation uvnits should be briefed froquently
on bthe radio frequency and proper use of the artillery air warning
net for each partioulcr areas Firing must be suspended when airoraft
are gpproaching or orossing the line of fire. .dditionelly, airborne
liaison ¢fficers, air observers, comaanders, and all personnel
familiexr with the artillery situation must be alert regarding aivoraft
safety. .ll of these persomnel should have clearly defined authority
to issuc a "Chock Five" order if they detect any unsafe condition in
the air spacc over the immediate area of operations.

Itom: REGISTR.TIONS WITH RaDAR SET AW/MPQ-4a
Discusgion: During the last few wecks several registrations

have been conducted using the .N/MPQ-4. redar. This was done when
an air observer was not available.

CONFIDEKTIAL
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AVDB-RAT _ 16 Aug 67
SUBJECPs Operetional Report on Lessons Learned (U,

Obzervetion: Favorable resulds hove beea olUtained with
radar registrat.ong. Several successful night registretions have
been conducted. Jue to the radur siting reguirsments it is necessaly
to stop the registraztion when rain clouvds cover the area. In sone
cases an excessive nuuber of rounds have been required due to the
erratic bursts «f the fuze M520. The new fuze M543, when raceived,
ghould elininate thisg problen.

Item: FUZS DELAY DURING PLRI0OD OF RAIN

viscussions Check fire wust be givea when firing during

periods of heavy rain. This is because of the possibility of rzin setti:

off & point detonating fuze when set on the "Quick" setting,

Qbservations During heavy rain, the fuze setting should be
changed Yo "delay® to avoid a premature detonation of the round. One
problem with fuze delay is the probability of a dud is increased.

The coadition of the ground is an imvortent factor. also, the sup.orted
unit commander :ust be informed thut fuze delwy is being fired and
that the effect will not be the same as with fuze quick.

Itons: CARRYING AIRSLIFT BOUIPMIVT REGARDLESS 0F HOW WOVEMIWT
i3 M:\DE-

Discusgion: 4 unit from this organization wes ioved to a
field location by Air Forcs fixed wing aircraft. Several deys after
the move tihey were required to pari.cipate in an "Artillezy Raid®
move by CH-47.

Observation: Regardleas of how o unit Loves to g field
location, units uust be prepared for any eventuelity aad must carry
all air-lift equipment with them at all times.

Items WAKTILLWRY RAIDSY #ITH 105mm TOWED HOWITZER, M2A2
&1 CH 47 USLICOPTERS,

Discusvions Mirtillery Raids with 10%m. Towed Howitzer N242
and CH 47 Helicopters require detailed planning and cooxrdingtion be-
twesn the battery comuender aud the pasnfinders of the lifting wnit.
The pethfinders must be given a coanlete and counrehensive oriefing on
the locgtion of the LZ anc especially on the desired placerent or the
nowitzers and ammunition. If possible, tlie battery comand.r and the
pé%hfin;ers should cond:ct o joint gerial reconngissance of the LZ.
wWhen %ze airborne lozds arrive at the touch down points, the battery
conmander and the pathfinder nmust work together devoting their close
attention to the ex:.ct nlacement of cach howitzer. Ammunition loads
must be placed in close .proximity to the guns; hovever, the placement
nust be selective in order to facilitate the qick delivery of fire
vhile also vroviding sufficient room for ldading anmunition residue for
b&ckhaul . 74
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AVDB-RAT 16 aug 67
SUBJECTs Oper-etional Heport on Les.ons Learned (U)

Observations Close coordination betwean a firing battery
commandexr znd the pethfindor 1s iuperative if the occupation of an
vArtillexry Raid®™ position is to be razpid and orderly.

Jtems AIRLIFT OF ARTILLURY UHIT TO COMBA? Z0MES BY FIXED
AIRCRAFT

Discussion:s The sequence of loading an artillecy battery for
moveilent by firxed wing aircraft is a major factor .2 eir novement
planning. The first load should oe the »Hattery coumand«~FDC group with
the majority of radio equipment. For subsequent 1ifts, consideration
must be given to ceyuipnent aveilability in ‘the forward ares and to
coordination which may be e’fectedys Class V swupply should be coordi-
rated with unite in the forwvard area if possible., If sanunition,
loaded on trucks, is awaiting axrival of the artillery wait, the res-
ponge to calls for fire will be faster and in greater voluue.

Qbservations Tie sequence of loading an artillery unit for
noventent by fixed wing aircraft is dependent on equipment available in
the forward ares and the coordinstion for the use of this equipment,

Itens MsSTROLOGICAL DATA

Discussions Weatzer changes during the :ionsoon season are
frequent and unpredictable. Caution must be exercised in utilizing
metro data that is obviously different fronm the current veather cone
ditions at tine of fir.ng.

Observations Certain weather petterns ocan be established by
studying & record of metro messages over et least a three wionth vexriod.
This is partisularly true with regerd to wind direction. 4 better
approximation of current weathier data can be mede and more acourate
fires delivercd if the knowledge gained by study of these patterns is
aoplied when a metro is received which is cbviously different fronm
current couditionse Xy using this nethod, metro messages obtained
during a flash storm can be discarded or corrected to reflect current
veather dzta.

Items A I:UHITION BAGGED FOR & RGEHCY ATRLIFT OPIZRATIONS

Discussion: Jlass V 18 very important in tie conduct of
operations. 1t is sSOP thet when units move they treir basic load of
Cless V with thems Bmergeacy operations often arises which require
inmeglate action on the part of all concernca.

Observaticas The Cless V requirement for emergency airlift
operations is met by sach bnttalion mainteining bagged ammunition on .
hand. M1l begged amnunition is available for use oy any battalion thad
is participating in an operation that requires rapid Class V resupply.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

fromo, lél,.]--"
RONALD A, PISTO

CUNFIDENTIAL\LMaJor. Sitesy
Adjutant
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
EADCUARTERS 18T INFANTRY DIVISICN
APO 96345

AVDBaT 5 kugust 1507
SUBJECT: Ambush

TO: SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. GENERAL: The ambush, by its very nature, offers the greatest poten-
tial for killing VC, Every day ambushes established by units of the Big Red

One make contact with VC elements, Yet the resultant body count is unaccep~

tably low. The obvious cause for these poor results is basically a failure
to plan and conduct the ambushes properly. This letter provides guidance on
certain aspects of the methods and techniques of the ambush which will be
implemented by all units of the 1st Infantry Division,

2, DISCUSSION: a, An ambush is a surprise attack from a concealed
position on an enemy force. The key word is SURPRIbE, Without surprise,
there is no ambush, Further, in considering the generzl nature of an ambush,
it is necessary to think in terms of its application to Vietnam; ambushes
are offensive in nature. It is important to have this understanding.

b. The primary considerations of the ambush are:
(1) Planning and organization

(a) Don't delay in alerting those that will conduct the
ambush, Give them time to prepare.

(b) Give maximum time to selecting the ambush site =
coordinate with all personnel, particularly ARVN, who may have detailed
intelligence and knowledge of VC routes and activities,

(¢) Conduct a ground or air reconnaissance whene >r
possible., As a minimum, a good map reconnaissance is essential.

(d) Keep the plan SIMPLE, An elaborately conceived plean
merely introduces unnecessary aspects that increase the chances for mistakes,

(e) Coordinate thoroughly with all individuals that can
increase the prospects for success. Pin down the specifics of the intelli-
gence situation, fire support, and the unit ready reaction force.
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SUBJECT: Ambush

(f) Teilor the ambush force to its mission, Don't permit
the arbitrary employment of a squad, platoon, ar coupany as it exists, If
additional men, equipment, or weaspons are required, get them, Proper equip~
ment to accomplish the mission and meet emergencies must be carried, Each
man should carry a basic load of ammunition, and maximum use should be made
of grenades and claymores,

(g) Coordinate with the element through whose lines the
ambush force will pass. Establish the location of mines, early warning
devices, lanes through protective wire, CPs and iPs, and defensive concentra-
tions,

(h) Plan for every eventuality that may be encountered
during the movement to, conduct, and return from the ambush, Issue a detailed
order based upon the plan, '

(1) Rehearse. Insure each man knows his job.

(3) Inspect each patrol member to insure that he has the
froper egquipment; that his equipment has been muffled or taped to prevent
rioise; and that he carries no cigarettes and lighter or other objects whose
use could jeoperdize the accomplishment of the mission and the lives of the
menmbers of the patrol,

(k) Plan H&I and otler supporting fires so that the
volume of friendly fire is not such dhat it precludes or discourages VC
from approaching the awbush site

(1) A reaction force must be planned for aud prepared
for each patrol. Normally a reaction force will only be employed when the
patrol encounters serious difficulty., The best security for a patrol is
stealth on movement into position, maintenance of surprise, planned heavy
volume of fires to include artillery and mortar after the ambush is sprung,

(m) Time distance of patrols from reinforcing forces will
vary due to status of proficiency, size of the ambush pstrol, enemy situatiom,
and terrain., Normally reinforcements should be capable of reaching the
patrol within approximately 30.minutes,

(2) Conduct:

(a) Movement to the ambush site must be accomplished by
steuith, Should the ambush force be detected during its movement, then it
hos failed before starting,

(b) Upon reaching the ambush site, proceed through it

at least 100 meters before halting, reconnoitering on the way. (See Inclo~
gure 1)e Then stop and establish a defensive perimeter, placing particular
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SUBJECT: Ambush

emphasis on security; fire in defensive concentrations for the ambush. This
latter action will insure that when needed, effective fire support can he
employed immediately, since the concentration will.already be cleared for
firing and the initial fire request can include adjustments from the known
concentrations, as the situation requires,

(¢c) Observance of noise and light discipline must be
stressed: no talking or unnecessary movement, Then, at the proper time
(depending upcn whether the ambush is during daylight or the hours of darkness),
deliberately and quietly the personnel and weapons are nositioned. There=-
after, no sound or movement must be made., The pace of extended operations
normally dictates less than 100€ alert on ambush patrols. However, at all
times the leader or his second in command must be alert and able to alert the
patrol., The alert systom must be such that the patrol can be immediately
elerted, and the ambush triggered without noisc or movement. Eating or
smoking will not be allowed in an ambush position,

() Careful planning, patience, and aggressiveness are
the keys to success, The patrol must walt untlil the target is well within
the killing zone. Triggering an ambush too soon is one of the most common
reasons for failure. When the ambush is triggered the patrol must lsy down
en immediate heavy volume oi fire and aggressively follow up to search the
killing zone, and finish off the target force,

(e) The ambush leader is responsible for triggering the
ambush, No one else, unless so specifically designated, will trigger the
ambush, Judgment must be exercised in deciding the exact moment to trigger
the ambush. Again, experience has shown that many smbushes fail as a resvlt
of premature triggering. Wait until the enemy is well within the killing zone
and as close to the mmbushers as his route will take him.

(£) Upon the initiation of a definite and definable signal.,
the ambush will be sprung. A specific amount of ammunition and ordnance,
pre-established, will be expended and then all firing will cease. Initlally,
fire must be low and then can be adjusted on target. A ricochet from a round
fired low will still kill; a round fired high is lost.

(g) 1If all the enemy are not killed in the initial fires,
finish them off or if possible, take them prisoner.

(h) Employ supporting fires quickly, as appropriate, The
primary mission of the ambush patrol is to kill VC with its own weapons.
However, many situations will come up where the patrol detects a VO force
which does not move into the patrolts killing zone. The patrol leader must
be proficient in using indirect fire to engage such forces, or to protect
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his patrol if necessary.

(1) Upon campletion of the ambush, conduct a quick
search in the ambush site. Then either move to a preselected support site
or return to the secure base, as appropriate, In any case, move immediately;
do not linger at the ambush site,

¢, Ambush conﬁ.guratic;ns:
(1) Iinear (See inclosure 2) (Preferable for most situations).
(2) vt shape (Sée inclcsure 3)
(3) Triangle (See inclosurei L)

)
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J. C. PENNINGTON
LTC, AGC
. Adjutant General

FOR THE COMMANDER:
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0\/\ . Mowement into an Amjou'a?i Site

Move through the site
Fire in defensive concentrations

Occupy ambush site
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Linear Ambush
Employed by all sized forces (Depicted below for a squad)
#S 12 and 3 represent an attached machinegun
#12 is the squad leader
#5 4 5 and 3 provide flank security
#13 provides rear security
Minimum 10 meters between pogitions
Two men per position Legend
Friendly Forces O

Enemy Forces @

I Killing Zone
Concentrations +

Machinegun

~
Claymore — +
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¥L" Shaped Ambush

Most frequently employed by squads

#S 1 2 and 3 represent an attached machine gun

#12 18 the squad leader

#5 3 1, 510 and 11 also provide flank seeurity

#13 provides rear security

Minimum 10 meters between positions

LEGEND

Two men per position

Friendly Forces

Enenmy Forces

kflling

Zone

Concentrations

Machine

‘ . Claymore
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Trianrle Ambush

Employed by a platoon or larger force

¢ Methods and techniques employed are the seme as for other

type of ambushes
Characterized by affording two killing zones
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DUPARTE LT OF THy dlY
HBADJUARTZRS 15T INFANTRY DIVISION
17th Military History Detachrent
APO San Francisco 96345

AVDB-T 5 July 1967
The Battle of AP TAU C

. On 7 June 1966, A Troop 1-4 Cavalry received the mission to go to
AN LOC as intelligence reports from that arca indicated a2 VC attack on
AN LOC as part of the "Monsoon Offensive", The next town north-on
Highway 13, LOC NIiH, had been attacked just prior to this action,

A Troop departed from its base et PHOU LOIL at 0830 hours on the
morning of & June 1966, They stopped to r8fuel their velncles at N
L4I XKHE which is 25 kilometers from FHU L0I, The convoy consisted of
seven M 48 A3 tanks, twenty-five M 113 armored personnel carriers, two
M 132 flame thrower tracks, ard one VIR, One of the tanks was an
cngineer dozer, At LAI KHE they picked up a platoon of eagineers who
moucted their tracks,

On the way to LAI KMS there were two breakdowns, but the column
continued to move on to LiI Kii, Captain Ronald Copes, fxecubtive Officer
of A Troop, was in command of the trail party. His job wis to Mpolice
up* the stuck and broken down vehicles, One or the breakdowns was of
a permanant type and had to be left at LAI KHE for repairs, In the
trail party there were two ¥ 113s, one VIR, and onc M 48 A3 tank, that
had dropped out of the main body and remained with Captain Copes.

From LAL KH. they started to push on to CHOMN THAI'H in order to
get into AN LOC by sundown, At LA KHa's northern checkpoint, on
old French bullt guard tower covering Highwey 13% approach into LAI
KHb, the trail party picked uwp an Arnored Vehicle Launcher Bridge {LVLB),
as it was stuck in the streom crossing, it was pulled out 2nd it Joined
the column, Then they continued up Highway 13 moving off the road and
traveling parzllel to the highway at points, The country north of LAl
KHE was more heavily infested with VC Mein Force units than the area to
the 3outh where one finds mostly local guerrilla bands, There were
some roadblocks of brush and trees across Highway 13 which they moved
around to save time and pushed on. The road blocks were meinly designed
for the purpose of VC tox collection,

The trail party arrived at MINH PHANH and kept moving to Within
8 kilometers of the main body when tir traid) merds helsd on radios that
the lead tank of the main column hed been hit by a cormand detonatec
shaped charge rine &t 1415 hours, At that time the whole mein column
had come undcy fire from automatic weepons, smell crms, recoilless rifles,
and mortars from prepared ombush positions, This was the first known
time the VC hed tried to regfster morter firc on track vehicles, The
three platoon colurn took up three kilometers of the road and the VG
had it all covered by fire, Intelligence later lecrned through captured
documents that it was the 272d Viet Cong "hardeore" regiment that was
dug in along the road parellel to the column,

The trail party was now 8 kilometers south of the main column -
moving at about 35 miles per hour, Immslately when the attack began
on the main column the trail party cormmarder informed his elements of
the attack, Captain Relph Sturgis, the mein column conmander told
Captain Copes not tuv come up, but to go brek to CHON THANH, and form
a porimeter in an open fi:zld to the south of the town ond weit, while
monitoring the action on the radio,

DOWNGRAD:D AT 3 YRAR INTERVALS
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YZARS
DOD DIR 5200,10
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There was ARVN artillery at AN 10C and CKON THANH, huwever the
ambush site was out of renge of their tO5mm firing fon, The VG had
selected and planned 2 good ambush site. It wes learned from this
operation to always move with artillery support., They did, however,
have a Forward Air Controller (FAC) overhe~d, but the Yair cap" immediete-
ly avajilable with the FiC 2lso became SOP as a result of this battle,

The trzil party sat back at CHON THANH and listened to the battle
for about six hours, At abcut 1600 hours the 1-4 Cavalry Squadron's
5-3 Fajor kdwin Taylor, flew over in & helicopter and told the trail |
party conmander that the trail comunn was to move forwerd as things were
dying down, He told Captain Copes the hattle situation, most of which
Captain Copes already knew from reports over the radio. . tank and en
¥ 113 had gotten stuck ond separated fro: the main body at a bridge
crossing, Also an M 113 was on fire, and 1 ¥ 113 wos missing, While
it was still daylight, the F.C saw the k 113 driven into the weods by
the wroadside with its lights on, This M 113 was latcr recovered.

The S-3 also told Capvain Copos to leave the VLB in the CHON TH.NH
ARVN compound, The t:5il party know the ¥C were firing 57usm recoiless
rifles and morters, Also Ceptain Copes knew that several tracks were
badly dameged but only one was burting,

The colurn started moving north out of CHON TH.NH on Highway 13
at 1620 hours., The trail party moved at a speed of about 20 miles
per hour, As they continued to monitor the radio they learned that a
tank and ¥ 113 had been separated from the main column and had lost
radio contact with the troop Commander Captain Sturgis, Captain Copes,
however, had contact witli them both, Captain Sturgis told Capiain Copes
that the VC were trying to overrun him,. ° Captain Copes told him that
the trail party was coming up to give him support, The tank commander
told Ceptain Copus by redio that he had moved to the end of the mein
body to ossist the k 113's, The treil party was jush leaving CHON
THANH when he informed them thet the VC were trying to swarm over him,
but Tactical lirpower was driving them off. He went on to say that
the VC had tried to set up & 57um rccoilless rifle in the road,but he
’/ had stopred them with his wzapons.

48 vhe trail party moved up the road they recached 2 tank dozer that
had gotten stuck trying to get off the road, The crew inside were buttoned
up as they were receiving smell arms fire from VC that were 21l around
the tank, After a few bursts the VC were driven off and the tank dozer
wag retrieved, At that time the Squadron Comnander, LTC Leonard Lewcne
landed his helicopter and anformed Captain Copes whit'wzs going on.

He told hir the VC were moving south towards the trail party and thag

the troop wes now rogrouping. He went on to s2y thot an Infentry Battalion,
the 2-28 Infentry, was being inserted into an LZ about three kilometors.

tn the north of the main colunn'!s body, By the time the Infantry rcached
the column it was night and the battle was over.

ilter the colonel left Captain Copes started up his column of
two teonks, two M 113's and ons VIR, They moved up the rozd four kilometers
south of 1he "lost! tank and ¥ 113, when they were told by the "lost
tank corrender that the VC were dropping Ypanccke mines! on’  the road,

wWhen the treil party ws onu kiloy ober from thom, the lerd tonk
hit 2 mine on the road. The tonk coimanlur of the lead tenk.wes Sgt,
Charles horris, Iis driver op 5 Hugh Oliver, ws bedly hurt, nnd the
vehicle had sone minor damrge, Captain Copes stopped his column and
radioed ahead lds situation, His next action was to check out the
casvaliy situavion, He asked the tenk if it could move under its own
power ? The answer was M"yes!, and the gunncr of the tank became its
driver; he was Sp 5 Smith, The treil -arty continued about 500 meters
when the seme tank hit anothor mine, This time mortars, recoilless
rifles, and small arms cut loose on the column from the tree line,

¢
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Captein Copes ordered his vehicles to keep moving around and to try
not to present themselves as a vulnerable target, Then he checked out
the damaged tank, Captain Copes wes riding in an Ii 113, At this moment
the TAC air was forwsrd of his position and in & couple of minutes they
came in hitting the enewy positions, The trail party returned the VC
fire by spreying the bushes and trees with high explosives, cannister
and machine gun fire, Captain Copes told the tanks that he wanted
“cannister fired into the woodline", The recoiless rifle fire slackened,
but the VC mortars continued to fire at them, All of the tracks took
hits from the small arms fire, but th¢ rounds didn't go through the armor
plate,

The lead tank then took 2 direct hits from a 75mm recoiless rifle
in the turret and blasted Staff Sergeant Charles Norris straignt up into
the air for about 5-8 fect and set the tank ablaze, Captain Copes saw
him go out of the turret but didntt see him land in the bushes., He
lived through the battle although he was wsunded, Yortar fire continued
to core in. Cliver was thrown into the bushes and he lived . Smith
and a 4th men were killed inside of the tank,

vhile they were firing into the woodline and the tank was burning
Captein Copes asked the FAC for airstrikes, The jet fighters streaked
on the torgeb area and adjustments were made wherc Cant~in-Copes wanted
the maximum force placed,

Captain Copes saw Sgt Norris in need of help so he tried to help
him zet into his ¥ 113, <hile doing this ~ VC threw a 75mm shell packed
with explosives into the N 113, The tomb landed in Captsain Copes lap,

He quickly grabbed the bomb with his left hand- and 2t the some time
grasped his ¥-16 rifle with his right hend, He“heaved the bomb packege
up and out of the track, and ugon quickly turning his head, hu suw Lhe
V0 that threw it, He instantly aimed the ¥-16 and killed the V¢ and
ducked back inside the ¥ 113 just before the bomb exploded outside of .
the tradks rear, -

21l of the encmy fire was coning fron the west side of Highway
i3, The VC had made fortified revetments using 55 _allon dlisel drums
aid sandbags for walls, The drums were filled with dirt for greater
strength. The enenmy «:. owle e had been excellent as the positions could
not be seen fror the road, The dru:s were stacked two high and indicated
that the VC had rre-plananed the ambush site for a long tiwe, Captured
VC later said they were waiting for 2 or 3 days in ambush for something
to come along. Another FO4 szid that they wer< expectinz an AV resupply
convoy not a "hard skinned" armored column. ‘/p to this date no United
States }ilitary Jehicles had gonc north of Chu¥ THillH, The enery ambush
had "swallowed some bad vait" which Faj General .., E, DePuy, tst Infentry
Division Comander, had given to the VC by use of cover and deception.

~fter shooting the VC, Captain Copes went down inside the track to
the radio and told the other tracks, who were stopped at this tiwe, to
kec¢p spraying the woodline, It was later lzarned that when Sgt Norris
hit the ground, after being thrown from the turret, he landed beside a
VC, They both looked at each other, scaring each other, and both zrabbed
at the VC's weapon, Then both of thew realizing their situation relecsed
the weapon simultaneously and ran in opposite directions. Sut Norris
ren towards the corrand | 113 and was taken aboard.

The fight started at 1700 and now it was 1740. Srall arms fire
was still coming in and the trail party had one tank burning, Captain
Copes tried to decide whether anyone was still inside the burning tank
as he didn't want to leave anyone behind, The tank was burning and ex-
ploding so ruch bthat he didn't think anyone +as still inside the burning

tank, e didn't know at the tir e that it wes only flares and smoke exblode

ing inside the tank., Capt:in Copes decided to lcave the tank and move
on to the main column,
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«1th 5gt Norris on his track Cartain Copes called Captrin Sturgle
on the radio and told him thet the trail party wes on their way to him
again, They drove around the burning tank and came to a ditch, As the
" bridge across the ditch had been blown up they went into a dry stream-
bed and made it across. The enemy fire was sporadic as the alrstrikes
were straffing the woodline, Captain Copes told Sgt Bleir to take his -
"Jogt! tank and M 113 and fall into the rear of the column as the column
passed them, The M 113 that Sgt Blairt!s tank wrs guarding had broken
dowrr earlier and the crew had made repairs under fire, The mechanic who
made the repairs was Sp 5 Robert Bolling,

The treil e rty continued to nush shead for two kilorwters and ae
Oliver Jodned the trail party, with his tonk, they*dlosed to the maip party
perimeter at 1815 without incident., Tng troop perimeter was queet at
this time as helicopters were bringing supplies of fuel, food, ammunition,
end water, The main body had three tanks badly damaged, All of the
vehicles had been hit by enemy fire but not all were serdous. Four M 113s
vere badly demaged, During the battle there were 15 US KHA and 34 WHA.
The enemy losses were 170 VC KIA by body count, 250 VC KIA by estirmates
made by the FAC, 4 VC captured, 42 weapons captured of which 12 weapons
were crew served, Most VC wore green fatigue uniforms, sone wor: the
familiar black pajamas, and some wore light brown uniforms., The documents
found on one of the dead VC identified him as a Chinese Communist Adviser,

The mysterious M 113 vehicle which a FAC reported having its lights
on was recovered the next dey. The casunlties from the vehicle had been
evacuated earlier, Two Starlight Scopes in the vehicle had been disregsrded
by the VG, The VC at the time of this battle probsbly dldn't kmow about
Starlight Scopes and their use, The crew of the vehicle had driven the
damaged etrack into the woodline and left it there with the headlights on
80 it could be evacuated later.

The flamethrower tank wos successfully used during this action.
With ite coax 7,62rm machine gun and the flame thrower with a 250 gellon
tank weg right behind the Troop Commander, Captain Sturgis. He had just
witnessed a track jetting mortared and his track was maneuvering around
when arccoilless rifle round went through his M 113 wounding his driver,
Byr L James Dempsey, in the heel of the foot, Captain Sturgis had kis
pbserver, Sgt Nick Sapparito, take over driving the track. The Flame~
thrower track came up beside them and spotted the recoilles rifle trained
and ready tc fire again on the commend track. The flame-thrower track
cormander, SFC Pearson Cole, took immediate action end opened up on the
enemy recoiless rifle with the flame-thrower «nd burned it up at 40 to 50
meters distance,

Another interesting story of the aetion pertains to a Sgi Blair
and his tank guarding the stuck M 113 near the blown out bridge .outh of
the main convoy, Sgt Blair was an old infantryman and did not kaow too
much about tanks, His militery experience w=s that of a platoon sergeant
and had just recently joined the Cavalry. It was his vehicle that had
informed Captain Copes on the radio early in the afternoon about the mines,
the M 113 that had gotten stuck, and about the VC trying to swerm over
his tracks, This aclion was his first %ime in a tank, Knowing the
urgency of the situstion he reverted to being a loader, %hile throwing
out the expended bross shell casings on the tank one of them got caught
in the turret, This prevented the turret from turning, Realizing what
had happened Sgt Blair jumped out of the turret and,while under fire,
freed the shell case from the turret.

Another incident involves Oliver and tne burning tank, When Sgt
Norris was blown out of the turret, Oliver wac also thrown into the bushes
and Inocked codesionss, He had been left behind for dead, When he ceame
to, he looked around, saw the tank, started the engine, and drove it to
the tail of the colum at full speed. In doing this he saved the Vank
and received 2d degree burns from its hot insides. He was evacuated to
Japan and decorated with the Silver Star,
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Durding the action the US Alr Force brought in 43 sorties in strikes
againet the enemy,., US eouipment losses from this battle were cne M 113
totdlly destroyed, all of the other damaged vehicles were repaired and
returned to comhat duty, The weather on 8 July 1966 was dry, ho{ and
clear, The morale of the troops was excellent,
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DEPARTHENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 1ST INFANTRY DIVISION
17th Military HistGry Detachmoent
APO San Francisco 96345

AVDB-T 1 Kay 1967

BATTIE OF AP BaU BANG
20 March 1967

At 1150 hours 19 March 1967 A Troop 3d Squadron, 5th Cavalry, under
the command of Captain Raoul H, Alcala, 095764, San Antonio, Texas, was
deployed into the perimeter of Fire Support Base 14 with five officers,
124 enlisted men, 20 M~113 armored personnel carriers, six M-48A3 tanks
and three M~106 4.2 inch mortar carriers. Their mission was to occupy
and secure Fire Support Base 14. They moved into position at 1150 hours
19 March 1967 and organized a "wagon train! style perimeter defonse and
constructed "DePuy foxholea", This type of foxhole had overhead covering
and two firing ports plac.d at L5 degree angles f{row each side and is
narcd after its originator, Major General Wiltium E, DePuy.

The intelligence information supplied Captain Alcala indicated the
BAU BANG area was infested with local force guerrillas, These local
guerrillas had been concucting tax collecting activities and probes
against friendly fcrces in the area. Aalso, a well~trodden VG trail had
been pinpointed by intelligence one mile nerth of BY BANG, The captain
decided to use the 2d platoon, under the command of 1Lt Harlan E. Short,
05536968, to establish an ambush along the trail at coordinates XT780487,
at 1800 hours., While the 24 platoon was preparing the ambush site, the
perimeter was realigned with the 1st platoon, under the’'command of 1Lt
Roger A, Festa, 05053163, Orange, Connecticut, occupying the western half
from 6 to 12 otclock and the 3d platoon occupying the eastern half from
12 to 6 otclock. B Battery, 7th Battalion, 9th Artillery, under the
command of Captain Duane W, Marion, 05508032, occupied the center of the
perimeter. A 25 per cent alert status was initiated and maintained until
enemy activity commenced,

The VC Probe:

The Battle of BAU BaNG was initiated by a VC probe at 2250 hours
19 March 1967. The VC probe commenced with a herd of 15 cows wearing
bells crossing Highway 13 at a point 150 meters northeast of the perimeter
At 2300 hours, 19 Merch 1967, a wheel mounted .50 calibre heavy machine
gun opencd fire on the northeast sector of the perimeter, The machine
gun was located on a berm of the railroad track which parallels Highway
13 thirty meters east of the highway. The initiel burst of fire wounded
PFC Eugene D, Rigsby, US56432117, San Francisco, California, in the leg.
Tank number 39, commanded by Spk Eugene W, Stevens, US56/423162, Santa
Cruz, California, opened fire on the VC position with 90mm high explosive
rounds and .50 calibre and 7,62mm machine guns. The tank trained its
seerch light on the VC position, and tracks number 30, 32, and 34 blasted
away. Captain Alcale requested artillery fire from Fire Support Base 14
and LAT KHE to fire 500 meters to the east of the enemy position in order
to block the Viet Cong's escape route, Captain Alcala with the guidance
received from his squadron commmder, LTC Sidney S. Haszard, 060457,
Needham, Massachusetts, cihose not to concentrate the mass of his firepower
on the enemy position, The VC heavy machire gun sprayed the perimeter with
five blasts while recciving . return fire, After this three minute fire
fight the VC machine gun wes silent, and no further action resulted, During
the fire fight an eremy .50 calibre tracer round struck a box of C-4 on

treck No. 34, an APC, causing it to burst into flames, Sgt. James R, Musick
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RA52567890, St. Charles, Virginia, jumped onto the armored personnel carrier
and threw the burning box of C-4 off, burning his hands badly. He was

under stesdy eneny fire, and one .50 calibre round destroyed the ¥-€0
machine gun mounted on top of the track, He jumped to the ground and
attempted to cxtinguish the fire with sand.

A reconneissance by fire along the woodline was conducted by 2Lt Hiram
M, Wolfe II, OF109496, Louisburg, Pennsylvania, in track No. 36, He spaced
the intervals of fire at 15~20 meters amd fired periodically for about an
hour, At 2310 hours Captain ..lcala reported to the 3-5 Cavalry net control
station, "Firing has ceased nows, We are using infra-red to scan the area
of movement, The rate of fire received was too rapid for an M-60 and the
bursts too long for an M=16,"

During this 1lull the 2d platoon remained on the ambush site and went
to a 50 per cent alert; the 1st platoon stayed at a 100 per cent alert,
because it had fewer vehicles; the 3d platoon went back to a 50 rer cent
alert; and the headquarters platoon, reinforcing the lst platoon, went to
a 50 per cent alert, Everything appesred to return to normal.

The Battle:

The main Viet Cong assault began at 0030 hours at Fire Support Base
14 with an unknown number of 60mm mortar rounds, rifle grenades, RPG's
and rocoilless rifle fire, The initial mortar rounds hit Lt Festa's track
No. 16 wounding Sgt Edward Brevell, US54380765, Port Arthur, Texas,
According to S3gt Ronald R, Dokken, RA16499280, Madison, Wisconsin, the
VC heavily peppered the perimeter for several minutes with-about 100 rounds
of mortar fire., He belicved the VC were zerocd in well, because the rounds
were accurately placed in and around the perimcter. It Festa said, "The
VC mortar rounds wure coming from the west." Brigadier General James F.
Hollingsworth, 034155, Sanger, Texas, issistant Division Commander - A,
1st Infantry Uivision, said, "Their mortar positions were located from
1,500 to 2,000 meters west of BaU BANG in and around an old vitiage that
had been destroyed some time in the past, The murtar positions were
located by radar from the LAl KHE artillery base. As I recall, during the °*
battle they (the counter mortar fire radar) reported to me that the mortars
were firing from the west., I understood the counter mortar radar played
an inportany role inpleokdng them up. However, the tost ascurate way
of picking up the mortars auring this battle was by the two artillery
observers that I had airborne at the time, who could sec the flasbe from
the mortars, I think that a combination of both brought about ths location
of the mortars.®

About the same time that track No., 16 was hit, track No. 12 took direct
hits in the front and left side by a recoilless rifle round., A smell fire
erupted inside, and soon the entire M-113 was engulfed in flares, Tho
track commander, SSgt Glasper linor, RA53092987, Junction City, Kansas,
evacuated his three wounded crew members to a nearby foxhole, SSgt Minor
recolved shrapnel in both legs, Lt Festa evacuated these woundzd men
from their foxhole refuge later in the battle,

During the initial attack, tanks No. 38 and 39 of the 3d platoon
were hit, Tank No. 38 was hit in the svarchlight and then in the turret,
wounding the tank gurner, Spk Ronald Davis, US54383541, Barnsdale, Oklahcma,.
Tank No, 39 tcok hits in the sponson hox, tho blower motors, and che air
cleaner, No one was injured on tank No 39, and both tanks remained in
the battle,
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Curing the mortar and anti-tank bonbardment, Captain Alcala maintained
contact with his squadron commander. Small arms and sutomatic weapons fire
hailed into the perimoter, and the forward movenment of cnery troops was
detcected,

Ab approximately G048 hours Viet Cong infantry began a ground assaulb
on the perimeter from the southwest, wost, southeast and northeast, The
agsault from the northeast appeared to be only a diversion, The advancing
Viet Cong laid down a base of firo and moved steedily forward, keeping
close to the ground, Captain Alcala said, "Their attack was well coordinated
with their mortar fire, Not until they come out into the open from the
treos did we realize how big an attack it was," The men on the battlefield
obgerved most of the VC weariag black pajamas or fatigues of dark cloth,
Some VC had olive drab fatigues and khakis, A1l of the observable VC wore
Ho Chi Minh sandals. It Festa said, "Their weapons were clean, oiled and
well carcd for, Their ammunition was in plastic bags or bandoleer ammo
pouches, The ammo in the bandoleers was wrapped in olive drab plastic bags.
They all had entrenching tools, cbout one pound of unpolished rice, and
most had M-l bayonets, Those¢ who had Mauser rifles had their bayonets
fixed for a charges Thoir medics had a regular well equipped kit."

At 0050 hours Captain Alcala reported to his headquarters that he
could handle the attack; however, he asked that a ready reaction force be
readied in case it was noeded, LIC Haszard acknowledged this request
and alerted the 1lst platoon of B Troop and the 3d platoon of C Troop.
These platoons were instructed to move to the area and hook up with A Troop.
It became vvident to the squadron commander, after noticing the growing
size of the cnomy offensive, that he shculd move his command element to
the scene of the battle. Captain ilcala was given permission to alert
his 2d platoon, on the ambush site, to preorare for movement into the perimeter,

Second licutenant Wolfc dotected VC movement in his 3d platoon sector,
Track No. 30, a 4.2 inch mortar carrier, fired night illumination into the
3d platoon area, The illumination lit the area effectively and made it
possible to sve VC troops crossing the road in an east to west direction,
Lt Wolfe ordered his platoon to commence firing; the VC were stopped -
suddenly by the steady volume of fire, The Americans noted that the VC
had failed to makc their customary sounds of charge, bugles, and ;ebelq:
yells during their advance. It Wolfe said, "I think they were moving in
quietly under the cover of darkness to mass for an all out attack 6n the
perimeter,"

The commander of track No. 38, SSgt George Hua, RA29034003, Kona,
Hawaii, said, "I got two hits on top of my turrct from a &0mm mortar,
and two hits struck the gun shield below the gun tube from a recoilless
rifle, The cnemy rounds glanced off and did not penctrate the armor,
The shock fron the cxplosives popped open the hatch, weunding the driver,
Sph Jamos Carter, US54372312, Cleveland, Texas, in the neck, chest and legs,
I tried to evacuate him, but he refused to leave tho vehicle until I left.
Another enemy round hit the blast deflector of the main gun, so we ~ "ned
fire «Ath overything we could get owr hands on,"

At 0100 nours Captain Alcala was informed that a flareship with mini-
guns, called "Spooky 742", and a light fire team of hclicopter gunships
wore avallable and weuld be in position shortly.

The communist Lroops from the southwest worc now hitting the’ perimeter
hard, Track No., 10, = M~106, radioed SSgt Dokken in track No. 17, and
said, "They are swarming all over my track; dust me with camnister.," 8Sgt
Dokken hesitated; he was afraid of the effocts of the cannister on the
crew of track No., 10, Track No, 10 answered, "My people are down, shoot!"

/0>
3

CONFIDENTI AL




CONFIDEN T AL (

55gt Florentino Catudan, RA50008329, Batac, Phillipines, commander
of track No. 10, hed a wounded man, Sph Richard B, Abkey US55894203, St.
Claris Shoros, Michigan, Realizing the scriousness of the situation,
S5gt Dokken fired four or five cannisters in the direction of track No, 10,
The commander of track No, 11, SSgt Rafael Ramos-Rosario, RA50109463,
Codra, Puerto Rico also asked for a dusting of cannister. Tank No 17 fired
a couple of rounds of cennister to the front of track No. 11, killing the
attacking Viet Cong, Once again SSgt Catudan radioced for help, He was
nleading, “"Give me your camnister; they're still coming. Help me pleasel®
SSgt Uckken fired one cannister round in answer to SSgt Catudants call,
wnen suddenly track No, 10 was hit by five mortar counds, and burst into
a ball of flames, SSgt Dokken said, "I could see pcople all around the
tracks I hoped the people around the track were the crow, so I couldn't
continue firing there., I continued to fire on ny sector of the western
side of the purimcter," Track No. 10 continued to burn, while the wounded
crew escopeds  Tho crow of this track, Ne, 10 was SSgt Catudan, Sph Abke,
PFC Steve Lopez, US56425384, Freemont, California, and Sp4 Ted Taylor,
US64000372, Chinle, Arizona. FFC Lopez was cvacuated and laver diud of
his wounds in the hospitel. Sp4 Taylor, wounded with shrapnel in the back,
chose to remain on the battlefield and did not tell anyone he was wounded
until daybrecak. The track burned for 15 minutes and then oxploded, It was
then thot track Noe 17 sprayed the arca with additioral cennister,

At 0126 hours Captain Alcala received permission to recall the already
alerted 2d platoon from the ambush site to the belezguered perimeter,
Bravo and Charlie Troop vlements, rendied to fight, were ordered to move
to Fire Support Base 1, At 0310 hours the 3~5 Cavolry squadron commander
reported the following message to his lst Erigade, which was also under
the operational control cof the 1lst Infontry Divisions %A Troop is being
hit hard, Have just sc<nt reaction force, A1so, they are receiving heavy
dismounted action.®

As the 2d platcon, under the comuand of Lt Short, left the ambush site
to go to the perimeter, Laey oxploded their previously distributed claymores
and trip flares, The tracks and tanks of the 24 platoon then headed south
on Highway 13 to their troop perimeter at top spced, They put out
continuous bursts of ,50 calibre fire to ward off any would-be attackers,
It Short said, "He didn't believe the VC fired on them on their way down
the highwvay The 2d platoon filled in the gaps in the hard pressed
southern half of the perimcter.

Just prior to the return of the 2¢ platoon, track No, 34 at the
norshern portion of the perimeter was hit by a recoilless rifle round which
penctrated the engine and entered the troop compartment wounding Sgt Robert
A« Tydingeo, Ri500101%4;, Guam, His report te Lt Wolfe indicated that
although the track had been hit it was still operative, Three npinutes
after track No. 34 was hit, track No, 36, with Lt Wolfe received a direct
hit, It Wolfe said, %The shot hit my track in the rear, as I had previously
turned tho track to the northeast to get a better ficld of fire with my
1-60 machine gun on the attacking VC troops. The round penctrated ry track's
right rear fender and left a big hole., By that time the VC were too closc
to my line of tracks, so I moved ny line of tracks abcut 25 or 30 meters
back towarc. the artillery positions,*® As the tracks moved back to realign
the perimeter, track No, 16 romained stationery., Ho had lost communications
temporarily. It was 0115 hours when the castern half of the perimeter
conpleted the realignment.
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It Wolfe's track, No. 36, was hit again with en RPG-2 wounding the
entire crew, including Lt Wolfe, The track had become tangled in the
defensive barbed wire., The track entangled itsclf and was now given
protection by tracks 33 and 35 on its flanks. Upon gaining its new position,
the wounded wore cvacuated to the medical clearing tent that had been
erccted in the center of the perimeter. Thc center area provided enough
clearance for a helicepter to land.

As soon as the 2d platoon secured their positions in the perimeter
they were hit with recoilless rifle and grenade fires Lt Short said,
"ihen I pulled into position my rlatoon pulled into the south, Then I
got a call from Captain alcale to move a couple of ry clements to the
north to £ill a gap thet existed there. I called ny platoon scrgeant to
position the rest of the tracks. I took my tank, No. 27, and tank Ho, 29
to a position in the northeastern part of the perimetor facing north,
Then I got a call from Captain Alcala tc extend the perimeter, I pulled
my tank up about 35 tc 40 meters cdue north. As I wes moving forward the
searchlight of tank lio, 29 was hit by a recoilless rifle round, He
continued to fire back at the Viet Cong, and while I was moving with him
I was hit on the gunshield by a ruecoilless rifle round, The shock of the
round knocked out the track driver as he halted the track, Two more rounds
hit and penctrated the loft-side of the turret wounding the gunner, Sph
Richard L. Hill, US54381969, Goldsboro, Texas.!

Massive quantities of artillery firc werc employed during the battle,
Brigadier General Hollingsworth said, "We continued to press the attack
with artillery from Lil KHE, We had a battery of 105mm howibzers, 4 Battery
of the 7-9 Artillery, a corps artillery element; and . Battery of the 8-6
Artillery, from the lst Infantry Division, which is a 155mm self-propelled
artillery unit, During the preparationand firing of artillery into the
cneny position, ond the intensification of our own fires ¢n the perimeter,
we started setting up airstrikes. We called for the Air Force flare ship,
commonly known as "Spooky." At the same time, we called ir our own light
fire ceams to augment certain parts of the perimeter, and by about 0200
hours in the morning we hed artillery covoring the west and the southwest
sides of the perimeter., We had gunships covering the cast side of the
perimeter,!

At about OL45 hours, the lst platoon of B Troop, 3~5 Cavalry arrived
at the position. On their way down dighway 13, at Ol43 hours, they
blasted their way through an ambush hestily set up just north of the
perimeters The 3d platoon of C Troop, meving up from the south, also ran
through a brrrage of encmy fire before reaching the rerimeter of Fire
Surport Base 14, Both cavalry units moved into the perimeter without
suffering any damage or casualties.

The 3d platoon of C Troop was attached to A Troor at 0127 hours.
at that time, Capteia Alcala had the platoon deploy on a cavalry sweep
1,500 meters south of the perimester, They turned off Hirhway 13 and
rroceeded to the west in an echelon-right fermation, firing north as they
moved, The Viet Cong were using a sector of the old rubber rlantation
for assembly areas tc concentrate their attacks on the perimeter, When
the cavalry platoon moved into a position to block along the sector of
rubber frcm the south toward the north, Captain aleala had the platoon
sit in that position for about 20 minutes, Then he moved this armored
force in a sweep through very light jungle to the west and then to the
northwest to come around to a positicn thet was 1,500 meters to the southwest
or 7:30 otclock from the perimeter. again the armored force fired at the
VC in the direction of the perimeter as they moved, While they were at
this position southwust of the rerimeter, airstrikes were due to come in
and Carbain Alcala gave the platoon orders to double back and proceed to
the southeast corner of the perimeter, This platoon clesed into the
rerimeter arca at 0220 hours,
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When tae B Troop element arrived, they moved around to the south,
Just outside of the perimeter, shooting as they went, Then they moved
inside the perimeter and occupied positions butween the A Troop vehicles
on the western half of the rerimeter from é to 12 otelock. ¥%hen the C
Tro.p vlement closed the perimeter area they, too, swept around the area
firing at the sturmed Viet Cong as they moveds They then moved into
positions betwcen the a Troop vehicles on the eestern half of the
perimeter, fron 12 to 6 o!clock,

at this peint the perimeter of Fire Support Base U4 contained B
Battery, 1-7 artillery, all of & Troop, 3-5 Cavalry, the lst platoon of
B Troop, 3~5 Cavalry, and the 3d platoon of C Troop, 3-5 Cavalry. This
was a lerge amount of armor for the size of the perimeter, and Coptain
Alcala decided to expand the perimeter. The armored force all around tae
perimeter ccanter-attacked at about 0220 hours to regain the 40O meters
that had been lost from the original periuneters

The number 10 and 12 tracks had been burning all this time, Lt Festa
moved forward with two M-113 tracks to evacuate the wounded wen who were
lying in a hole ncar the burning vehicles, During this time the southeast
corner of the perimeter was under heavy attack, Lt Festa said, "On top
of the burning artwored personnel carrier I found threc VO trying to get
the 450 calibre rachine gun . off. I shot two of them, and Sph Abelardo
Pencdo, USE600L40L, Long Beach, California, on the No. 24 track told me
he got the cther one," .8 tracks No. 21 and 24 moved forward they saw
five Viet Ceng attacking the foxhole containing the wounded men from
tracks No. 10 and 12, The attacking VC were immediately taken under fire
and killed, Sp4 Fencdo and Lt Festa jumpred from their tracks and ran
over to help recover the wounded. S3gt Minor was one of the wounded, He
was placed inside Lt Festa's personnel carrier. The wounded were then
taken back to the medics. This evacuation of wounded under fire began
at about 0245 hours and lasted until about 0315 hours,

at the same time, the squadron cozmander, LTC Haszard, in an ¥~113
and followed by another M-113, moved up Highway 13 and drove into the
heaviest part of the Viet Cong attack, where a seal of US artillery fire
had been placud. as the squedren commanderts track came within sight of
the perimeter, his vehicle was struck by cither an artillery or a
recoilless rifle round, The round knecked out his engine and killed his
right gunner, Two minutes earlier LTC Haszard had been acting as the
right gunner,

Captain ileala, on seeing the squadron commander!s track stopred by
a dirsct hit, sent a tank, No. C-37, forward to assist in the rccovery of
the damaged M-113, Brigadier General Hollingsworth observed the action
and saidd, "LIC Haszard performed a very gallant act under fire when he
dismounted his vehicle and proceeded to move the escort vchicle into

position to tow his damaged vchicle into the perimeter, I discussed with him

at that timc the importance of his getting into the perimeter and getting
tied in with the A Troop cormander, Communications at this time are very
vital to the success of a battle, and I was yarticularly intercsted in
his gotting inside the perineter so that in case the troop commanderts
communications were knocked out, I would still have communications with
the forces on the ground,®

When LTC Haszard!'s track was knocked out between the perimeter amd
the road, he didn't belleve the VC were as clcesc to the perimcter as they
sctually were. Even Captain Alcala didn't believe the Viet Cong were
near the area wherc the squadron cormanderts track was stopped, Captain
Alcalats cannister rounds, machine guns, and high explosives had been
pounding that area for about two hours. When LTC Haszard dismounted his
track there were VG in his immediate area which he had to ward off before
he could hook his vehicle to the tow line,
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Just beforc the squadron coumander.gbt His command track and group
into the perimeter, Lt Short's No, 27 tank took a hit from a recoilless
rifle round which penetrated the turret, killing his loader, PFC James
Haggard, RA25515472, Louisiana, and throwing Lt Short out of the tank,

Lt Short said, "I climbed back up on the tonk, but I couldntt get my
driver, Sph Xenneth Miller, US55869005, Flint, Michigan, to answer; so

I wont up to the front of my tank to try to talk to him, While I was
astanding there the No. 29 tank to my left called on the radio to my driver
and told him to back up, We then backed up the tank to a position

beside the medic's track, Sgt Stevens got off No., 29 track while Sph
Pencdo came over to hely me pull my loader out of the turret, After I
got the rest of the crow out of the tank I spent aboub 15 minutes or so
carrying the wounded from No. 44 track to the dust off area. Penedo aml

I got back on No., 27 track and blasted away at the VC, Sgt Stevens,

whose wounds werc unknown to me at the time, got back onto his No, 29 tank.
After I moved my tank back into the fight I «idn't receive anynmore enenmy
rounds, The fighting to the south was quite heavy now,"

Another VC round hit and glunced off the No., 38 tank of SSgt George
Hua, SSgt Douglas B, Casey, RA54052578, Shroverort, Louisiana said, "I
told my driver to shift over to cover tank No, 38!'s position and to move
us into direct line with the VC gunner. The tanks blastei away at the
VC anti-tank position. Then tank No, 38 took another hit which took the
«50 calibre machine gun out of SSgt Hua!s hands, SSgt Hua then returned
back to his cupola and told me he was okay. We both fired at the VC
recoillcss position and knocked it cut." The time was now about 0300 hours
and the VG commenced another attack in tho southern seetor of the perimeter,

It apjeared to Captain Alcala and his trocps that this attack was
an attempt to recover VC bodies, They noted that the VC troops were
attacking in a line of skirmishers, but immediately behind them were
unarmeg troops with ropes and wire with hooks to recover the bodies left
-2 the battlefield, The attacking enemy force got almost as close as on
the other attacks before being stopped about 15 meters in fromt of the
rerimeters Again, the attacking VC got too close for Lt Wolfetls platoon
to continue to deliver cffective fire with their tank guns. So again,
the line was pulled back on the east--a side of the rerimeter 20 meters,
and , agoain, after the VC wero killea the line was reorganized and the
original positions retaken,

During this attack at 0300 hours, airstrikes and "dragon ships" were
employed on the atbacking Viet Cong. The airstrikes were to continue to
pound the Viet Cong positions until about 0700 hours that morning,
According to Captain Alcala, "The initial airstrikes were from south to
north on the cast side of Highway 13. It apicared at that time that the
source of the attacks was in the east to northeast side of the highway.
There was 2 berm by the road and a railroad bed that was used for cover
and concealment by the VG, Also there was goud jungle foliage for
concealment, and thore was a creek bed which the V€ could use for limited
cover, Subscquent airstrikes hit the rubber trec line tc the south of the
perimotors The later attacks actually broke up the Viet Cong attacks and
cauged the cnemy to stop attacking and fall back in the southeast, In
other places along the 360 degroe perimetor the Viet Cong could not easiy
fall back bccause of the large amount of open space thoy had to cross, A4s
a result, those VC who tried to withdraw in the west, north, and northeast
were cut down by the large volume of fire directed on them, The southeast
corner offored them the only good route of withdrawal., After about 30
minutos of airstriker cn the nerth-south axis east of the perimeter, the
airstrikes shifted to an’ cast-west axis south of the parimeter and continued
there until 0400 hours,
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During the battle, resupply and dust off missions were made by the
1st Infantry Division operations center under the direction of LTC Panl
F. Gorman, 062379, Assistant Chief of Staff, G-3, lst Infantry Division,
also, during a battle of this ssale, the (50 calibre and 7v62mm machine
guns expend ammunition very heavily. Lt Wolfe said, "My ammo was cetting
low at around 0345 hours, I had about 700 rounds of .50 calibre ammo,
and about 1,000 rounds of 7.62mm ammo left after the main assaults were
beaten back., I had originally a triple basfc load and had fired over
two loads, The VC had backed off in other sectors of the perimeter, but
they had not done so in. my sector, us the ground to the southesast had
many holes and dips which made movement in this sector easiest for them,
Also we new eecupied the weakest part of the perimeter, as all of my
traoks had been hit and almost all of owr weapons were ncd functioning.!

Just prior to O4L5 hours, the resupply and evacuation of the wounded
was completeds "At about 0330 hours in the morning the VG fire slackened
off to the point that I felt that I could first get the wounded out," said
Brigadior General Hollingsworth, The general went on to say, "I want to
state that onc of tho important points in this battlec was t:at the artillery
and the airstrikes continued during the evacuation of the wounded, Of the
63 men wounded we evacuated 26, Many soldiers were only sliphtly wounded,
and they chose tostay in their positions monning their weapons during
this battle, In the meantime, iy jUdgement indicated, from past experiences
with the VC, that there is no question that this was a regimental size
attack,"

4t 0500 hours the Viet Cong began to launch their final attack, from

the south and southeast. At that time, a CBU airstrike by F-100's startad

to come in from ecast to west in the area south and southeast of the perimeter,
At the swme time, the artillery continued to fire esst of the 84 grid line,
Following the CBU attack a napalm airstrikc was placed in the same general
area, Artillery fire was also shifted to fall to the north of the perimeter,
to cover possible escape routes northeast of Highway 13 along the railroad
tracks, the stream bed, and the trail.

Ab 05C0 hours the airstrikes were brought back into the arca to break
up the concentration of VC trcops in the rubber trces. Realizing that
the VC werc assembling in the rubber for a final assault, Brigadier General
Hollingsworth asked LTC Gorman to stack at lecast four flights of air
support to be rcady on station at 0500 hours, During the night the general
rlanned to mwove the air attacks from the east across to the southern part
of the secctor, bringing in naralm and CBU. The gencral then planned to
move them across the southwest and finally, work CBU, napalm, and bombs
along the western sides of thc sector, while moving the artillery further
to the west into an area to which he expected the VC to withdraw, The
general said, "I chose to move the airstrikes at 0450 hours, I shifted
the artillery to the west, and I began the airstrikes across the southern
part of the perimeter with the idea in mind that I!'d move them to the
southwest and then to the west, It just so happencd that the final assault
of the VC started 1t 0500 hours, With thc assistance of flares and tank
scarchlights that were shining in the arca, wo could see the assault mounting,
Thirty seconds sway from the area in which the final assault was to occur
and \1i1 occur were two I'~100's ready to deliver CBU, as the VC got up to
make their final assault, they were met by the CBU from the F=100ts,”

Captain alcala and Lt Wolfe saw one of the F-100!s making 2 pass from
east to west, It Wolfe saicd, “I saw the CBU explode while he was on top
of it, He 1robably rcleased it too soon," Captain alcala said, "He tried
to gain altitude by banking to the left and then up. The aircraft went
into what looked like a stall position when his engine quit, Heo then crashed,®
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1t Wolfe said, “"During thc CBU attack the F=100 that crashed madc his run
at an altitude of only 50 feet above the trees. Brigadier General
Hollingsworth!s comuent was, "We lost in the battle one F=100, and I am
not certain whether the aireraft was shot down or it developed some
mechanical problem, The final assault on the VC, however, was ended, and
the small arms fire from the VC ceaseds The battle was now left to the
airstrikes and the artillory fire,"

The F~100 crashed 2,000 meters east-southeast of Fire Support Base
14's perimeter ot coordinates XT830447. At about 0815 hours C Troop,
1-4 Cavalry tried to land their helicorters at the crash site, but heavy
ency ground fire forced their helicoptors to take altitude without grounding
the troops. Observations made by D Troop 1l-4 Cavalry personnel were that
the F=100 pilot!s parachutec opened when he hit the ground, it atout 0900
hours, aftsr a light {ire tcam had worked cver tho ares, the troops landed
at the crash.site and recovercd the dead pdlott!s bedy,

At 0700 hours the final airstrike was plased on the withdrawing Vict
Cong. Brigadier General Hollingsworth then landed at Fire Support Base
14 and met with LTC Haszard. Instructions had already been issued to the
cavalry at Fire Support Base 14 to move out at daybreak to attack in order
to pick up the wounded, the prisoners, the abandoned weapons, and to count
the deads At 0947 hours C Troop 1=4 Cavalry went under the operational
control of the 1st Brigade, 9th Infantry Division, which at the time of
this battle was under the opcrational contrcl of the BIG RED ONE, € Troop
1-4 Cavaelry then assumed the mission of A Troop 3-5 Cavalry,

After the battle was over, LTC Haszard delivered to the men who had
taken rart in the battle the following message, "I am cxtremely proud of
every man in this unit for their actions last night. However, there are
still many VC in the¢ area, Therefore, you must take all rrecautions,

I want you to have reaction forces ready for all elements in the woy that
you did today. I must have any weapons that have been claimed as souvenirs,
They will be returned, I promise, Sweep operations tomorrow must be done
thoroughly. Insure that perimeters tonight are thc best possible.”

nfter the battle was over, at 1210 hours, Brigadier General
Hollingsworth gave tho following message to the lst Division G-5: "Print
up news lecflets addressed to Commanding General, 9th VC Division telling
him that his battalion commanders and regimental commanders of the 273d
VC Regiment have left the battleficld covered with dead and wounded and
that we don't consider this very soldierly. We intend to bury his dead
for him, but wanted him to know what his commanders did, so he can take
disciplinary action," Brizadier General Hollingsworth knew that the VC
have self-criticism prograws, and they discuss such things as how well
the battelion commender, the company commander, and the political officors
have performed in battlcs. During Operations CEDAR FALLS and JUNCTION
CITY, he ncticed that several battalion commanders had been reduced in
rank along with the joliticel officers because they had laft dead and
woundced on the battlefield,

fesults:

The Battle of AF BAU BANG II resulted in the following losses: 227
VC KIA (BC), and 3 VC WIA captured. Captured cnemy cquipment included:
1 Chicom type 57 machine gun, 1 Chicom type 58 machine gun, 1 Chicem type
56 machine gun, 1 Chxcom type 50 sub-machine gun, 2 Chicom 56 rifles, 2B~40
rocket launchers, 1 US Ball, 2 AK-47's, 74 Chicom grenades, 1,185 crimp
cartridges, 33 rifle grenades, 1 US grenade, 37 K50 magazines, 8 BAR
magazines, 19 iK-47 magazines, 10 B-40 rockets, 2 57mm rounds, 3 75mm rounds,
9 drum magazines for Chicom 58, 1 base rlate &mm mortar, 2 lbs TNT,

/0%
9

CLCHFIDE VT IAL

Ak e 2

oo

Vool i ot

P

<t e

Hepr v Acihagonn A




iai

CONFIDENTTA 4 \

16 hammocks, 3 VC gas masks, 26 canteens, 7 ponchos, 1 lantern, 2 machetes,
1 grappling hook with a 50 foot rope, 1 US bayonet seabbard, 10 pistol
belts, 1 field pack, 18 cntrenching tools, 3 picks, misc individual
clothing, and 15 1lbs of documents, Destroyed enemy equipment was 1 B-40
rocket launcher, 1 TA-312 tulephonoe, 1 B-40 round and 231 uniforms.

Captured cneuwy prisoners identified the attackers as the 2d and 3d
Battalicns of the 273d VC Regiment and one local guerrilla company. US
intelligence believes that the entire 273d Regiment took part in the attack
oh Firo Support Base 14,

Friendly lcsses during the battle were 3 US KHA and 63 US WHA (26
evacuated), Friendly oquipment destroyed was 1 M=113 and 1 M=106,
Friendly cquipment damaged was 5 M-48i3 tanks and 11 M-113 APC's,

In support of the US forces in Fire Support Base 14 was an overwhelming
amount of artillery and airpower placed on the attacking VC forces., There
was a total of 29 sortics flown, dropping 25 tons of ordnance on the Viet
Cong, The artillery fired 2,148 rounds of 105mm, 688 rounds of 155nm,

39 rounds of 175mm, and 69 rounds of 8 inch howitzer armunition.

The following statistics reflect the amount of ammunition expenditure
of the 3-5 Cavalry elements at Fire Sunport Bese 14 during the battle:

A Troop 3=5 Cav

1st_Platoon C Troop 3-5 Cay

1. 30 trip flares 1, 20 rds 42" illum.
2. L0 claymorcs 2. 15 rds 90um cennister
3. 2,000 rds 45 cal 3. 4 rds 90m HE
Le 600 rds LOmm M-79 4, 5,000 rds .50 cal
5. 34,000 rds ,50 cal 5. 18,000 rds 7.62mn
6. 42,000 rds 7.62m 6. 8 white flarcs
7. 19 rds 42" illum, 7. 12 fragrentation grenades
8, 10 rds L.2" WP
9. 6,880 rds 5,56mm 1st Platoon B Troop 3-5 Cav
10. 60 rds 90mm cannister
11, 20 rds 90mm HE 1, 105,000 rds .50 cal
12, 1 rd S0mm HEAT 2. 2,000 rds 7.62m
3. 7 rds 90mm WP
4e 29 rds 90mm HE
S« 54 rds 90mm cannister
6. 2 dases M-79 rds
7. Y case 5,56mm ammo

snalysis:

Brigadier General Hollingsworth gave the £ollowing scvrmeticn of the

action: "The 3-5 Cavalry had been in~country only about two or three menths,
and the battle at BAU BANG proved to be a very fine action on the part of
the new unit, It was their first major battle. We found when we cxamined
the documents on the dead and interrogated the wounded prisoners that, as

I had suspected, the attacking VC force was the 273d VC Regiment, I
understand that the G-2 has now identified all three of the battalions,

The problems we had during the battle werc not unusual ones, We had
scme trouble with comrmnications, which are vital. Though our ¢n.:altice
were light, we cncountored a few rroblems in redistributing ihe «:%is and
the tanks to fill the hules that occurred in the line., I thini -« »% only
three of our men were killed, and about 63 wounded, of which we nad to
evacuate only 26,
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There are threc factors wnich accounted entirely for our success in
this battle, First, there is the great bravery and the courago of the
young Amorican draftee-soldier to stand and fight, Second, there is the
masgive use of artillery. Third, there is the massive, accurate, and
devastating use of tacticsl air support. There is no question in my mind
that battles here are won because of the massive use of artillery amd
tactical air support. I thunk that in this type of battle, morc VC are
killed by machine gun and small arms fire when thoy attack a cavalry unit
than if they had been attacking an infantry unit, This is understandable
becausc we have a greater number of machine guns in a cavalry troop,"
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 1ST INFANTRY DIVISION
17th Military History Detachment
APO San Francisco 96345

AVDB-T 4 August 1967

The Battle of FREK KIOK I
28 February 1967

Background:

On 23 Pebruary 1967, during Operation JUNCTION CITY, the lst Battalion,
16th Infantry commenced an air movement from LAI KHE to SUOI DA at 1530
hours by C-123 aireraft, The last lift landed at 1740 hours. The
battalion occupied a base camp positiun near the Special Forces camp at
SU0L DA during the riight of 2324 Fobruary 1967. At 0300 hours 2 February
the battalion was mortared by about 120 rounds of 82mm VC mortar fire,

The result of the attack was 2 KHA and 4 WHA., Counter mortar fires were
placed in the general arsa of the mortar attack, to the northeast, with
unknown results,

On 2 February at 0500 hours A Company lst Battalion, lé6th Infantry
landed by helicopter in LZ APPLE (XT268480), and at 1010 hours the battalion
minus landed in LZ PEACH to securs route TL 4 in sector for resupply
convoys. A Company, lst Battalion, 16éth Infantry established a night
defensive position in LZ AFPIF with the 3d Platoon, C Troop, lst Squadron,
4th Cavalry attached, Headquarters and Headauarters Company lst Battalion,
16th Infantry moved north by vehicle to establish a night defensive positien
at 1Z PEACH. B Company, lst Battalion, l6th Infantry moved north on a
parallel course to route TL 4 to esteblish a night defensive position with
Headouarters and Headquarters Company, 1lst Battalien, 16th Infantry.

During the night of 24~25 Februory the battalion conducted 5 squad size
(reinforced) ambush patrols, An ambvsh patrol from A Company made contact
at coordinates XT273746 at 1900 honrs and suffered 3 WHA. Fire was
returned with unknown results,

During 25 February the battalion cleared and secured route TL 4
in their sector with A Company to the north, B Company in the center, and
C Company to the south. Four platoon size combat reconnaissance patrols
were conducted in the sector, During the d ay B Company reported on VC
in the vicinity of coordinates XT27,722 snd placed amall arms, mortar,
and artillery fire into the area with unknown results, At 0850 one VC
hit a truck in a convoy at XT273720 with an RPG round. B Company, C
Company and the Reconnaissance Platoon dispatched a patrol to et the VC.
Their attempts were unsuccessful. All patrols returned to their units
by 100 hours and the battalion moved into night defensive positions at
1645, "Stay-behind" ambush patrols were left at critical points along
the road, During the night the attached cavalry platoon moved up and down
the road, There were no enemy contacts during the night.

On 26 February 1967 the 1st Battalion, 16th Infaniry secured route
TL 4 in sector with B Company to the north and C Company to the south,
A Company conducted a combat reconnaissance patrol to the east resulting
in no enemy contact, During the night no enemy contact was made,

On 27 Februery 1967 A Company secured the northern half of the route
TL 4 sector and B Company secured the southern haif, C Company with a

platoon from A Company and the Rgconnaissance Platoon conducted an air-
mobile assault at XT301774 at 0930 hours, The two platoons secured the
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1Z while C Company conducted search and destroy operations to the southwest
of the L7, No enemy contact was made during the day and the force was
extracted from the LZ at 1635 hours., No enemy contact was made during the
night,

28 Pebrurry 1967:

On 28 February 1967 A Company secured the northern half of route
TL 4 and C Company secured the southem half of the sector. At 0715
hours 28 February 1967 B Company departed the battalion night defensive
nosition locsted at XT273726 on a company size combat reconnaissance
patrol, The company mission was to patrol to the east and destroy VC
hard installations and persomnel in the area, The company moved from its
night defensive position along a cleared section of the road for approxi-
mately 40O meters, The order of march was 3d Platoon, 2d Platoon and 1st
Platoon, The platoons were each orgerized into two single~file colums,
One fire team consisting ot a team leader and three riflemen from the 3d
Platoon was at the point, The company headquarters was located between
the 2d and 1st Platoons, The weapons squad was at the rear of each
platoon under the control of the platoon leader,

The weather ims clear, hot, and dry. The jungle was extremely
thick, and, consequently, movement was excessively slow, At times the
jungle growth would become less thick permitting faster movement and a
greater dispersion of troops.

At Check Point 1 (XT274723) the compeny changed direction and moved
on an azimuth of 65 degrees for approximately 900 meters. During this
phese of the march each platoon employed two riflemen 10-15 moters to each
flank for security, Marching conditions began to improve considerably as
the jungle became less thick, Trees were spaced 10 to 15 meters apart and
varied in height from 1C0 to 150 feet, Numerous smaller trees were growing
between the larger trues, but the lack of thick undergrowth was very
noticeable, The only obstacle to movement was the considerable deadfall
vhich was encountered every 50 to 75 meters, Platoon colums were spaced
approximately 30 to 35 meters apart due to the increased vieibility
aifforded by the terrazin., The men had been advised to look into the trees
ahead and to try to spot snipers; however, the generzl tendency is to
look towards the horizon and not overhead. No enemy contact was made during
chis phase of the patrol,

After reaching Checkpoint 2 (XT282726) the company halted and con-
ducted "cloverleaf! patrols, Uhile cloverleafing the 1st platoon discovered
a partially completed it and what appeared to be fresh footprints on a
north-south trail which was approximately L9 meters to the south of the
platoon!s patrol base. The platoon continued to conduct cloverleaf
patrolling in the area for about 20 minutes, There were no further
significant obeervations of enemy activity in this phase of the patrol.

The terrain continued to be similar to that previously described,

At 0930 hours the company proceeded to move alorg uneventfully on
the same azimuth for a distance of approximately 900 meters. The order
of march remained the same, At 1010 hours the company halted and began
cloverleaf patrolling for aoout 15 minutes, A well used southeast~-
northwest trail was discovered approximately 50 meters south of the company.
During this peried the company received » location fix from the air that
placed them at Checkpoint 3 (XT287726). This location fix wass confirmed
by reports of artillery fire on the southem flank of the company. A%
1025 hours the corpany coatinued the march using the same march formation,
There were no unusu~l sounds or observations.
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The Battle:

At 1030 hours the lead element of the 3d Platoon (the company point
pletoon) at coordinates XT288727 was brought under fire by an undetermined
amount of small arms and automatic weapons fire coming from their front
(east), SGT John H, Worbington, RA18712959, Houston, Texas said of the
action, "I was the Alpha Team Leader, 2d Squad, 3d Platoon. ¥e had Just
finished cloverleafing and were on our way to our third checkpoint when
we eard the point being taken under fire, We hit the ground and a medic
came up to my position, We then laid down a base of fire, and I moved up
the center of the platoon, There was alot of snipera and theyehot at
anything that moved, Three men and I set up a small perimeter in the
center of the platoon after I learned that the platoon leader and all of the
souad leaders were dead or wounded,"

The lead platoon reported to the Company Commander, CPT Donald S. Ulm,
094149, that it thought the size of ths enemy force was a company. The
point element was completely engulfed by enemy fire power to the frant,
suffering heavy casualties, The 3d Platoon was receiving heavy enemy
fire, too, Threo enemy machine guns were observed to the front and
CPT Ulm decided that the enemy force was larger than a company size unit.
The enemy machine gunners were observed crawling forward with their guns
vhile being covered by a base of fire from their left and right front,
CPT Ulm said, "The VC were well concealed but not dug in, They really
weren't ready to ambush a campany size unit., I think because we were
spread out so much that the VC thought we were a platoon and rather than
run they thought they would eliminate us, The 3d Platoon continued to
receive heavy fire and was unable to gain fire supremacy, The three
enemy machine gans were knocked out three times and each time a new VC
took over each of the guns." After three or four minutes the enemy fire
decreased to well aimed small ams fire,

At 1035 hours the 3d Platoon reported being attacked on their right
flank (south) as well as receiving small arms fire from the.front (east),
SGT Worbington said, "At this time a group of VC tried to charge owr
positions but we shot 8 lot of them down. They tried to flank us on the
right and then on the left while they maintained their heavy volume of
fire at us, We could hear the VC moving 211 the time but we could not
see them, Only their tree snipers could see us,"

The 2d Platoon was maneuverea to the right flank of the 3d Platoon
without coming under eremy fire, The 2d Platoon tied in with the extreme
right flank man of the 3d Platoon., Once the 2d Platoon was in position
they received 2 heavy volume of small arms .and automatic weapons fire,
They slso heard enemy troops moving along the platoon's front toward the
west, The platoon immediately returnsd the enemy fire,

At 1040 hours airstrikes and massive artillery fire were placed on
the east, north, and south of the beleagered company., CPT Ulm said, "As
the alrstrikes started to come in I called for smoke and it seemed as
though everyone who bad a smoke grenads threw it to his front, The CBU
attack came in close on our southern flank end was extramely effective in
killing VC, especialily on our southern flank,"

8SG Francis Stephens, RA12353050, Aurora, Colorado said, "The airstrikes
and artiliery started 300 meters out from us and came in to about 25 meters,
The fires landed right on top of the VC, There were many VC firing at us
from trees, iAs one of us would move, the VC! would fire at us. To
comter these tree snipers we worked in teams with one man moving his
head or hand and mnother men watching to see where the enemy fire was
coming from and returmn it immediately. When we killed the VC in the trees
we wondered why thoy didn't £z11 to the ground, After the battle we
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found & lot of dead VC who had tied themselves to their trees, You could
not really se: the snipers so we placed machine gun fire into the trees,
This was very cffcctive,?

At 1050 hours the enemy began to attack from the northeast, Contact
was lost with the 3d Platoon and possibly the 2d Platoon would be flanked
from the direction of thc renewed attack, To counter the new threat
CPT Ulm maneuvered his lst Platoon to the northeest, As the 1lst Platoon
began to move, the entire company area was hit with what appeared to be
rifle grenades, RPG rockets, and éOmm morter rounds, Very few casualties
were inflicted by these weapons, The lst Platoon continued to move to
the left (northeast) under enemy fire, and they moved into position on
the left flank of the 3d Platoon, Physical contact wes not made with the
third platoon at this time due to the intense fire still being placed
into the 3d Platoon area,

At 1230 hours radio contact was reestablished with the 3d Platoon,
The company was in a rcughly horseshoc-shaped perireter with the 3d Platoon
in the center (east), the 2d Platoon on the right flank (south), and the
1st Platoon on the left flank (north), The tnemy continued to place
intense fire on all sigdes of thc cowpany, shifting from left to right.
CPT Ulm realized at this time that much of the automatic weapons and small
arms fire was coming from the trues on all sides of the company positions,
This fire was exiremely accurate and proved to be devastating. The snipers
were expertly camouflaged and well traincd to take advantage of the natural
concealment, The company's efforts were now directed toward killing the
VC in the trees, Although many of the snipers were killed by small arms,
artillery, and airstrikes, their threat was never completely eliwminated.
At 1300 hours the 29 Platoon heard movement to the west and it appeared
that the enemy was attempting to encircl: the company and atteck the open
end of the horseshoe-shaped perimster from the west, To counter this
threat a fire team from the lst Platoon was placed on the northwest and
a squad from the 2d Platoon was placed on thu southwest, As the soued on
the southwest moved into position they received heavy automatic weapons fire
from the trces to the west, The squad returned the fire snd placed effective,
well aimed fire on the encmy to the west, Artillery fires were called in
on the western aide of the company, and the threst from the west appeared
to be eliminated, The eneiry continued to fire into the platoon positions
with heavy volunies of fire until 1400 hours, at which time the enemy
effort subsided into a selected sniper program, By 1500 hours ~11 enemy
contact was broken. Airstrikes and artillery continued to pound the area.
At 1530 hours the 3d Platoon observed several VC returning to gather their
abandoned weanons, These VG were immediately killed by the remaining
3d Platoon riflemen,

At 1600 hours a reinforced rifle company, B Company, 2d Battalion,
18th Infantry and the Commanding Officer, let Battalion, 16th Infantry,
LTC Rufus C, Lazzel, D6463L ‘nked up with B Company, lst Battalion,
16th Infantry, The newly arrived force provided security, assisted in
the evacuntion of the dead and wounded, and policed the battlefield.

At 1930 hours all of the friendly elements moved to a newly established
1st Battalion, 15th Infantry night defensive perimeter at XT29»727.
B Compeny, lst Battalion, 16th Infantry was sccure within friendly lines
by 2030 hours, There were no US dead, wounded, or weapons left on the
battle area,

Intelligence from e~ptured documents reverlud that the enemy unit

involved in this contsct wes the 3d Battalion of the 10lst Nerth Viet-
namese Army Rogiment.
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KIA 169 (BC)

Equipment captured: 40 Russian carbines,
2 RPG-2's, 2 AK-4T7's, 1 Chicom machine
gun, 1 Chicom light machine gun, 1 US
M-1 rifle, 1 Russian sub-machine gun,
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 15T INFANTRY DIVISION
17th Military History Detachment
APO San Francisco 96345

AVDB-T L August 1967

The Battle of PREK KIOK II
10 March 1967

On the evening of 10 March 1967 during Operation JUNCTION CITY, the
2d Battalion, 2d Infantry Mechanized (~) umder the command of LIC Edward
J¢ Collins of San Antonio, Texas, was securing the perimster of Artillery
Fire Support Base (FSPB) II, located in TAY NINH Province near the PREK
KIOK stream, Inside the "wagon train" style perimeter of FSPB II were.
Headquarters and C Batteries, 2d Battalion, 33d Artillery, and elements
of the 168th Engineers,

The 2-2 Infantry's M=113'3 were placed at 50 meter intervals around
the base perimeter., The intervals between the tracks were protected by
foxholes, manned by infantrymen, engineers, and artillerymei.

As dusk fell all was quiet at Fire Support Base II, The troops on
the perimeter fired a ¥mad minute" at 1900 hours tc test their weapons
anlto ward off would be attackers, Upon completion of the evening 'mad
minute" ambush patrols and 1istening posts departed the perimeter,

At 2026 hours a listening pest from A Commy, 2~2 Infantry reported
seeing 3 Viet Cong while moving into position., The Viet Cong were engaged
by the listening post with small srms #ith unknown results, As a resul
of this contact the listening post was displaced, having accomplished its

early warning mission, The battalion was placed on 75% alert as pre-plannod

artillery destruction fires continued,

At 2208 hours the Viet Cong commenced a neavy mortar attack on FSPB
II. PFor approximately 30 minutes the Viet Cong fired a barrage of about
200 rounds of 120mm, 82mm, and 60mm mortars located 1700 meters to the
east of the perimeter, In addition to the incamiag mortar rounds the
Viet Cong fired 75mm recoilless rifles at the perimeter, The VC had the
perimeter targeted as the rounds landed in side the perimeter and struck
8- .~ral tracks. 4.2 mortars commenced a counter-mortar fire program
vithin two minutes of the initail attack, As a resuit of the mortar
attack, a score of US troops were wourded, Cooks, maintenance crews,
and medical personnel began carrying the wounded to the airstrip resupply
point where helicupters removed them and resupply missions could be
accomplished,

During the mortar attack Major Frederic J, Brown,.sollesley,
Massechuseits, moved from a position of cover into the impact area of the
enery mortar rounds to determine the location of the enemy positions by
craber analysis and to direct friendly fire on them, Througheut the
mortar attack and the ground attnck which followed Major Brown stayed in
this dangerous position, silouctted by illumination rounds, in order to
accomplish his purpose, He was later presented the Silver Star for his
gallantry,
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As soon as the mortar barrage ended LTC Collins directed all his
units to conduct a Mrecomnaissance by fire" of the area 200 to 600 meters
beyond the perimeter, This was done with fire from Caliber ,50 machine
guns mounted on the tracks and from ground mounted positions, Individual
weapons were fired from the foxholes,

The reconnaissance by fire had no sooner ended than the enemy launched
a ground attack at 2220 hours along the Bast sector into the positions
held by A Company 2-2 Infantry. "The VC got quite close to us., At one
point, I had to get up and throw a grenade at three of them that were trying
to set up a recoilless rifle mot far from one of our tracks!, SSG Risherd
Rousseaun, Winston, Massachussetts, a squad leader in A Company later recount-

Among those firing the track mounted machine guns and small arms —-
now .not in reconnaissance but in defense - was SSG Richard A, Griffin
of A Company, During the mortar .attack, SSG Griffin had run from his
sheltered position to resupply his comrades along the perimeter with
ammunition, 4hen the ground attack began, he returned to hib machine gun
and placed a heavy volume of accurate fire on the enemy, He wes later
awarded the Bronze Star with "W (for valor) Device,

The beleaguered units of FSPB II immediately called the 3d Brigade
Forwerd Heazdquarters at SUOI DA end requested closs tactical air support,
artillery, medicel evecuation for the wounded and an ammunition resupply.
The response to thesc requests was imnediate, Medieal evacuation and re-
supply were provided with the dispatch of 5 UHID aircraft that flew 26
sorties under fire, With their landing 1ights on, these sireraft brought
in over 11 tons of resupply. Air Support was provided by 100 sorties of
TAC air.

In.addition to the main attack from the cast, tho enemy also launched
less forceful attacks from the northeast end southeast, Sp 4 Thomas Lark,
Louisville, Kentucky, a truck driver with C Comany, 2-2 Infaintry, was
in a foxhole on the southeast sidc, "We had listening posts (LPsS and
trip flares about 50 meters out, ithen the VC hit our trip flares, aftar
our LPs had been withdrawn, they stayed out to our front during the mortar
attack; we opened up on the VC and after that we never had any trouble
with the VC getting close to our perimeter. Ye had dug pits and put our
tracks down in them so they couldat't be hit very easily. Because of this
and our placing of flares a good distance from our lines, we prevented the
VC from even getting close,"

Intense fire from recoilless rifles a.d automatic weapons wes being
delivered against A Company on the eastern 'ide of the perimeter, A Com=
pany bore the brunt of the attack as three }~113 arrored personnel carricrs
were hit by RPG-23, and one M-113 received a direct hit from a morter round,

On the southwestern side of the perimeter, C Company raceived the
brunt of the secondary attack, Moving parallel to Highway 4d on the
western side of the road the Viet Cong made a rush across 500 meters
of open ground to hit C Company's positions, Continous fire quickly gained
fire superiority over the enemy, C Company never reported sighting more
than a platoon of VC in the clearing, although many more VC fired from
the woods,

As the mortar attack started and small arms fire was being recelved,
the artilicry defcnsive concentrations were being requested, The entire
perimeter was then covered by a maseive amount of artillery fire as Forward
Observers mak adjustments toword the cnery attacks., Nearby artillery units
and the artillery in F5PB II swept the area around the perimeber with
5,000 rounds of artillery, while the 3d Brigades Forward Air Controllers
directed 100 sorties of TAC air strikes to the east and southeast,
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An armed C~47 airplane called "Spooky! also trained its mini-guns
on the VC forces to the east of the porimeter. /As air support arrived
at the scene of the battle Highway 4& was uo m.arad & Fire Coordimtion
Line, between the artillery and the Air Force, To the west the artillery
broke the enemy's asszult and prohibited them from regirouping, To the
cast the Air Force took over from the artillory and covered the area with
bombs, rockets, andi 20mm cannon fire, The massive amd devastating use
of airstrikes and artillery broke the back of the enemy attack.

By 2330 hours the brunt of the attack had been reppelled; however
sniper fire continued to be received ae the VC withdrew. The last enemy
round fired in the battle was fired at 0428 hours, The early morning
sweeps and aerial observation of the battle area resulted in finding 197
VC KIA, and 5 wourded VC PWs, US losses were 3 KHA ond Id WHA,
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CONFIDENTIAL
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 1ST INFANTRY DIVISION
17th Military History Debactment
APO San Franélsco 96345
AVDB-? 1 August 1967

thivBattle of JM-R0 I
* 4, June 1967

1, The following narpative is an account of the battle that occurred
on 14 June 1967 at coordinates XT1937669,

Ao General:

(1) Type of action: Meeting engagement and subsequent
envelopment by VC.

(2) 13551 14 June 1967.
(3) Priendly unit: B Company, 1-16 Infantry.

(4) Size of Friendly Unit: 3 platoons and HQ of B Company,
1-16 Infantry consisting of 115 men.

(%) Bstimated NVA/NC force: a VC battalion of the 271st VC

Regiment,
(6) Casualties:
Friendly Enemy
KHA 6 KIA €©
K 16 POV (o}
MIA 0 Equipment Destroyed: 1 fivew

pound bag of CS.
B. Background:

(1) At 0905H B/1-16 Inf located and destroyed 1 5-pound bag
of CS vieimtty XT947665.

(2) At 1215H A/1-16 Inf engaged 4 VC who fled to the southeast
dropping 5 ruck sacks, Artillery was fired imto the area vic XT935658.
The ruck sacks contained clothing and 4 1b of documents, Theee captured
docunents contained eight (8) letters of commendation, all belonging to
NGUYEN VAN XHANG, and they indicated that this man is preseritly the squad
leader of the signal company, 272 VC Regiment, The documents also coptained
training notebooks on radios and weapons. There was included a diagram of
a FRC-25 with the name NGUYEN THE QUY. Other documents were an expenditure
bookle*. velonging to NGUYEN NAN CAN, of an unknown battalion, There was
& song book which also contained a.personal letter and a two (2) page
expenditure revort of an unknown battalion, The list indicated the expen-
ditures by Cl, C2, and C3, This expenditure list also contained lettor
box numbers indisating unidentified elements of the 271 VC Regt, A
notebook classified SECRET contained expenditures of DOAN 24 (OB Holding:
AA Bn 5th VC Div),

(3) The terrain encountered was a variation of thiek bemboo
to thick triple canopy jungle with tsees reaching as high as 200 feeh
There was not too much tree deadfzll in the area.

90.NGRVED ‘T 3 YEAR INTERVALS
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(4) Prior intelligence indicated that the 271 VC Regiment
was in the area, Bloodhound missions had indicated the presence of a
heavy animal scent in the area,

(5) On 1 June 1967 B Company 1-16 Infantry was conducting
cloverleaf patrols with the 2d Platoon of B Company leading, The company
moved into an arca that had been partially cleared 48 hours before by
B-52 strikes.

C. The Battle:

(1) At 1355 hours after going L50 to 200 meters on a-270°
azimuth the lead squad of the 2d Platoon came out of the thick bamboo to
a clearing made by 3 large bomb craters, The lead souad maneuvered around
the craters and was approaching the wood line on the far side when VG not
visible just inside the wood lins in front of the squad opered fire with
automatic weapons. The squad dropped into the bomb craters; most of the
men went into crater (b) on the diagram. The point was out approximately
25~30 meters ahead of the lead platoon, aiad the lead platoon immcdiately
moved forward to extend the element and develop the situation, The company
forward observer reported the contact and requested artillery which was
already firing marching fire for the unit prior to the contact, One of
the three point men was killed instantly at (d), The other two point men
dropped into crater (a)., Some of the left fire team were able to get back
into the wood line they had come out of, The right fire team was pinned
down in craters (b) and (e).

{2) After about 30 minutes some of the VC had moved to the
right flank, and by 1419H heavy automatic fire was coming from ths right
(N) and front (W). Sniper fire began coming from the left flank., In the
meantime the rest of the compony had deployed in a perimeter inside the
wood line, 1LT Sylvester, 05329952, the 2d Platoon Leader, was in crater
(b), and his RTO hed been hit. SSG Dmellow, who had been the last man in
the left fire team, moved up into croter (bs with his RT0, Artillery fire
arrived 3 to 4 minutes after the initial contact in the wood line in front
of the craters, After about 15 minutes, the artiliery was moved out
beyond the VC positions and the first airstrikes came in at 1501 hours,
in the area where the artillery fire had been directed, SSG Dmellow
noticed that the VC were trying to flank the craters on the right, and
he ordered machine gun fire into the wood line, on his right, Immediately
after that the enemy on the right stopped temporarily, The men could not
move from the craters under the intense encmy fire.

(3) After the first 30 minutes the enemy fire was not so
intense, The squad was able to get ocut of the craters and move back to
the wood line behind them, completing the tie-in of the company perimeter,
The point men killed at (d) and the two men in crater (a) were thought to
be behind the newly formed perimeter on the edge of the wood line, The
airstrikes and artillery had an immediate effect on the enemy, The heaviest
enemy fire lasted only for the first 30 minutes, During that time the
VC moved closer to the men in the craters, but they never assaulted, The
VC got within 10-15 meters from srater {b), but they were still in the
wood line, The air and artillery was brought in as close as possible,
within 20 meters of the US positions, During this time the machine gun
fire that had started to come from the right h:d stopped, after US machine
guns fired into the right.

(4) After 30 minutes the company perimeter was formed inside
the wood line, Airstrikes amnd artillery were brought in over the craters
te the front, Air and artillery =ltemated in the same area, Air was not
available continuocusly. Whenever an airstrike came in the artillery was
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moved farther to the wost, behind the VC posititns. Then the artillery
was moved back in again until the next airstrike, Napalm, 500-pound bombs,
and 20nm carnon racked the area, The threc men were then spotted to the
front. One volley of cannon fire moved from Lhe southwest over crater (a).
PFC Biondi, in crater (a) with PFC Gary B. Kiwp, called out after the
cannon fire hit PFC Kipp in the arm, PFC Biondl also jumped up when a VC
grenade landed near him, The grenade explosion resulted in no casualties,
It was gbout one hour after the beginning of the engagement that PFC Biondi
called out, VC fire was no longer continuous; however, it wes not possible
to move around the area of the craters.

(5) At about 1630 hours the enemy fire consisted mostly of
sniper fire from a long distance, At this time the 3 missing men were
recovered,

(6) During the initial heavy contact, VC near the US perimeter
were throwing alot of grenades, Two VC ran through the 3d platcon perimeter
throwing grenades, The two VC had automatic rifles, Sgt Patterson, the
3d Platoon Sergeant, chased them and threw grenades at them, CPT Ulm, the
B Company Cormander, killed them near his CP,

(7) At about 1700 hours the company set up another perimeter
about 100 meters east of the clearing, The dead and wounded were placed
in the center. A few asnipers fired into the perimeter in an attempt to
locate the US positions, This fire was not returned,

(8) At about 1800 hours C Company, 1-16 Infantry arrived and
secured the movement of B Company to another perimeter about 100 meters
north, Two medevac helicopters arrived at this perimeter while C Company
provided security arcund B Company, The helicopters drew continuous enemy
ground fire, They were both hit heavily but not disabled, One helicopter
stayed over the perimeter long enough to 1ift one casualty on a sling.
Deep mud mrde the operaticn on the ground diffisult, toc. It was then
decided that B Company would move back to LZ RUFE as a company carrying
the dead and wounded. C Company secured the movement, By 2242 hours the
lead element of C Company reached LZ RUFE and by 2330 hours the tail of
C Company reached LZ RUFE, By 234 hours the Dust-0ffs were completed,

2, Artillery support: A total of 613 rounds of 155mm and approximately
5,022 rounds of 105m artillery supported the contact from 1355H to 2330H.

3, Airstrikes:

Ordnance
Beguest time T07 Ordered Delivered Location
A, 20 1501  CBU/NAP 500/NAP XT932688
B. 1500 1500 CBU/NAP 500 XT932£68
C. 1515 1535 CBU/NAP 500,/HAP XT932668
D, 1600 1625 CBU/NAP 500/NAP XT932668
E. %737 1750  CBU/NAP 500/NAP XT925665
F. 1845 1900  CBU/NAP 500/NAP X1940655
G, 1845 1920  CBU/NAP  500/NAP XT940655
124
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4 Helicopter gunship support:
A. CROSSBOV (173d Avn Co): 1 LFT
(1) Hours: 12
(2) 2,75mn rockets: 22
(3) 7.62mm MG: 1,300
(k) 4Omm: 95

(5) The LFT was on standby at CHI LINH (XT9273) to support
the 3d Bde operation,

B. REBEL (1st ivn Bn): 2 LFT
(1) Hours: 19.40
(2) 2.75mm rockets: 94
(3) 7.62m MG: 15,000
(4) 40mm: 0O

(5) One LFT was dirccted from lst Brigade at 1600H, the
second arrived at 1720H.

C. DARKHORSE (D/1-4 Cav): 2 LFT initially end 1 aireraft with
M-5 system released approximately 1830H.

(1) Hours: 14
(2) 2,75mm rockets: 42
(3) 7.62ma MG: 1,200
(4) LOm: O

(5) The LFT arrived CHI LDIY at 1635H and was on station from

1710H-1830H making 5 gun passes, At 1830H the gunship with the M-5 gun
system (40mm) was released as the aircraft returned to refuel at CHI LINH.
The aircraft remained on standby until released at 2025H.

D. DARE 01-G supported the operaticn with Artillery Observer from

1st Infantry Division Artillery,

2 Incl GEONGE E. CREIGHTON, JR.
1, Diagram Capbein, Infantry -
2, Sources Commanding
/28
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Inclosure 2: Sources

1, 1lst Inf Div 082 INTSUM.

2, 1st Inf Div G-3 SITREP,

3, G-2 - G-3 journal for L, June 1967,

L. Interviews of the following persomel conducted by PRC Stephen C.

Williams, US51664317, 17th Military History Detachment, at DONG X0AI, RVN,
on 20 June 1947:

a, LTC Rufus C, Lazzel, 064634, 00, 1-16 Inf,

b. CPT Donald S. Ulm, 094149, €O, B Co, 1-16 Inf,

¢. 1IT Terrance F, Sylvester, 05329952, plt ldr, 2d platoon, B/1-16 Inf.
SSG John D, Dmellow, PA524516),, 24 platoon, B/1-16 Inf.
PFC Thomas A. Biondi, US51977589, 2d platoon, B/1-16 Inf.

5. st Inf Div After Action Repurt - Operation BILLINGS
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 1ST INFANTRY DIVISION
17th kilitary History Detachment
APO San Frencisco 96345

AVDB-T 1 Augugt 1967

The Battle of XOM BO II (LZ XRAY)
17 June 1947

The Battle of X0M BO was the result of Viet Cong plans to ambush US
troops conducting a heliborne assault into landing zone (17) XRAY
(XT952680). Operating in War Zone D lst Infantry Division units had
found a limited number of alearings suitable for ILZ's and night defensive
positions (NDF's), The thickness of the jungle surrounding clearings in
War Zone D provides a shield from aerial observation to Viet Cong (VC)
units waiting in ambush, T he enemy found a profitable tactic in pre~
dicting the site of a US troop assault and positioning ambush units
around it,

The 271st VC Regiment, operating in the TRANG DAl area where the
battle took place, knew that US troops were also in the area and that
LZ XRAY was a likely location for a heliborne assault, The US troops,
however, moved into LZ XR\Y by foot. The YC attacked without the advantage
they would have had over US troops arriving by helicopter. XNevertheless,
the VC conducted a well-planned attack on the NDP which resulted in US
lossea of 35 killed and 150 wounded, The VC inflicted the heavy losses on
the Americans with a series of brief, well-coordinated assaults, By the
end of the day, however, the concentrated US fire power had retumed the
blow and overwhelmed the enemy by inflicting losses which included 222
VC killed.

Background:

On 13 June 1967 the 1st Battalion 16th Infantry (1-16 Inf) conducted
a heliborne assault into LZ RUFE (XT955663) and secured the LZ for the
landing of the 24 Battalion 28th Infantry (2-28 Inf). A4 two~battalion
NDP was established, and the wnits conducted search and destroy patrolling
from the LZ in the daye that followed, At XT935658 on 141215H June 1967
Company A, 1-16 Inf (A/1-16 Inf) engaged 5 VC who fled but were identified
as belonging to the 271st VC Regiment. At 1414120 June 1967 B/1-16 Inf
in the vicinity of XT537669 engaged what was estimated to be a battslion
of the 271st VC Regiment, resulting in 6 US killed, 12 US wounded, and &0

VC killed,

Interrogation of a VC soldier who was captured on 17 June 1567
revealed that on 16 June 1967 four companies of the 271st VC Regiment
prepared an ambush site at the battle area around LZ XRAY. Yo ambush
resulted that day, and when the VC retumed on 17 June 1967 the US troops
were already there, and the fighting began.

On 17 June 1967 the two-battalion MDP at LZ RUFE was to relocate to
L7 XRAY, At 0730 C/1-16 Inf was placed under the operational control
(OPCON) of 2-28 Inf to secure the 1-16 Inf portion of the NDP at LZ RUFE.
At the same time B/2-28 Inf was placed under the OPCON of 1-16 Inf to
move with elements of 1-16 Inf to LZ XRAY and help to secure the area for
the later transfer of the two-battalien NDP from LZ RUFE to 1LZ XRAY. The
first morch unitewas, in order of march, A/1-16 Inf, B/1-16 Inf, the
reconnaissance platoon of 1-16 Inf (recon 1-16 Inf), and B/2-28 Inf. It
departed from LZ RIFT about 0800 with the mission of moving to LZ XRAY
and securing it for the insertion of supplies to be transferred from 12
RUFE to LZ XRAY by CH-47 aircraft, At LZ XRAY it was planned for the
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1-16 Inf units to take the eastern portion of the perimeier, from
XT958682 to XT962677. A/1-16 Inf would deploy in the north; B/1-16 Inf
in the center, and recon 1~16 Inf would secure the C/1-14 Inf pector in
the south until C/1--16 Inf arrived, B/2-28 Inf was responsible for the
west side of the 1Z,

Artillery fire was directed in front of the unit as it marched, The
"marching artillery" was discontinued after reaching LZ XRAY, At 1030
A/1-16 Inf arrived st 1Z XRAY, and the second march unit, A/2~28 Inf,
departed from LZ RUFE. To avoid exposing themselves in the clearing, the
units began to deploy around it by making thelr way through the jungle that
survounded LZ XRAY, Approaching the LZ from the south, A/1~16 Inf lad the
1-16 Inf units around the east side of the LZ, and B/2-28 Inf moved up
the west side,

CH~47 helicopters arrived at LZ RUFE about 1100 to extract supplies.
At 1115 A/1-16 Inf discovered some freshly dug positions in front of their
sector of the perimeter, The holes were only a few inches deep and
looked as if they had received one rainfall. At 1125 A/1-16 Inf and
B/2-28 Inf linked in the north, completing the securing of 12 XRAY.
Movement of supplies from 1Z RUFE began immediately.

In deploying, B/2-28 Inf spread itself thinly over the west side of
the perimeter. There were 15 to 30 meters between individual positiens,
30 to 70 meters between platoons, and 50 to ‘75 meters between the linked
positions of B/2-28 Inf and A/1~16 Inf in the north. Contact was to be
maintained between the two battalions in the north by patrolling the 50
to 75 meters between the two end positions, A/2-28 Inf, en route to LZ
XRAY, was to tak- over the northwest sector of the perimeter, B/2-28 Inf
would then deploy all of its men in the southwestern sector, in positions
that were closer together,

CPT William R. Williamson, 094018, the commanding officer (CO) of
A/1-16 Inf, deployed his 3d platoon in an overwatch formation in the
extreme nert), linked with B/2-28 Inf, CPT Williamson tied the lst
platoon in to the right of the 3d platoon; that is, there was the same
distance between the two platoons as there was between the positions
vwithin the platoon. There were 25 meters between each forward position
in A/1-16 Inf. CPT Williamson was In the process of deploying his 2d
platoon as a reserve unit behind the lst and 3d platoons when the engage-
ment started, At the same time B/1-16 Inf had tied in with A/1-16 Inf
and deployed in the center sector of the eastem side of LZ XR.Y, South

¢ B/1-16 Inf, recon 1-16 Inf livided into nine outposts, called "strong-
points", covering the southeast sector from B/1-16 Inf to “he end of
B/2-28 Inf in the southwest. There were two men at each outpost and €0
to 150 meters between positions, The platoon comand post (CP) was set
up in the clearing under a few trees, in the southeast near the tree line,

The 1-16 Inf CP was located near some trees in the east-center of
the clearing, Elements of the command group of 2-28 Inf set up 2 forward
CP in the clearing nearby. At 1200 B/2-28 Inf returncd to the OPCON of
2-23 Inf, At this time the units at 1LZ XRAY occupied a perimeter made up
of positions fran 30 to 50 meters into the tree line from the clearing.
They were in triple-canopy jungle consisting of tall trees and thick
bamboo, The visability was 15 to 20 meters, Visual contact between US
defensive positions wrs generally non-existent. Irmediately on deploying,
the units sent out "cloverleaf" patrols, Before the men started digging
defensive positions or set up claymore mines in front of the perimeter,
the patrols had revealed a2 enemy's presence, and the engngement was
started,
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The Engagement:

At 1215 CPT Donald W, Sawtells, 093924, CO A/2-28 Inf, stopped his
company after his 2d platoon, the lead element, had entered LZ XRAY, from
the southwest. CPT John A, Turner, 094727, CO B/2-28 Inf, discussed
deployment instructions with CPP Sawtelle, and CPl Sawtelle then started
his company moving north slong the B/2~28 Inf positions, B/2-28 Inf's
first cloverleaf patrol was re-entering the perimeter, and the second one
was starting out, Then, at 1225, one w~a in the northernmost platoon of
B/2-28 Inf, the 3d platoon, spotted 5' walking north, They disappeared
before fire could be brought on them. At the same time, 3 VC were spotted
climbing into trees in front of another 3d platoon position, Two M-79
roundis were fired at the VC, and the VC ran, The VC were wearing black
npajamas’, B/2-28 Inf's second patrol, having reached about 50 meters
from the perimeter, was called back in. CPT Sawtelle, figuring that
B/2-%3 Inf was about to become engaged in the northwest, pulled his
company A/2-28 Inf, out of the trece line and began to march them north-
ward ir the clesring toward positions where vhey could provide rear
support for B/2-28 Inf,

At 1442 one man in B/1-16 Inf gpotted 2 VC east of the perimeter and
shot them, A few minutes later he shot two more, At the same timc a
B/1-1% Inf patrol received two sniper rounds about 100 meters in front of
the perimeter, The CO of B/1~16 Inf notified his battalion's CP of the
activity, but it was already clear that a heavy engsgement was imminent.
The intensity of sniper fire was increasing, Patrolling units rejoined
the perimeter in the sectors of A/1-16 Inf, B/1-16 Inf, end B/2-28 Inf;
recon 1-16 Inf had not sent out patrols from its sector, At about 1245
a CH-AT7 resupply helicopter received several small ams rounds over the
1LZ ard returned to LZ RUFE, where it landed in a disabled condition. At
1255 B/2-28 Inf and A/1-16 Inf were receiving heavy automatic weapons and
small ams fire from the north. The 2d platoon of A/2-28 Inf (2/A/2-28
Inf) was immediately pinned down in the clearing behind 3/B/2-28 Inf. The
heaviest enemy fire was brought on the two northernmost platoons,
3/B/2-28 Inf in the northwest and 3/A/1~16 Inf in the northeaet.

Artillery and light fire team gunship helicopters were requested,
and response was immediate, Tactical air support was requested at 1252,
With 105mm Howitzers of the 2-33 Artillery providing principal support,
the artillery fire arrived about 130C. The first rounds were directed to
fall aboul 200 meters north of the perimcter, and the artillery gained
effectiveness as it was adjusted closer, Two gunships arrived and began
providing continuous support to the units in the north.

At 1306 at least three groups of VC began simultaneous ground
assaults on the left flank of 3/A/1-16 Inf and the end position on the
right flank of 3/B/2-28 Inf. The US tropps used ent hills and clusters
of bamboo for cover, Sixty ar seventy VC in two orderly groups moved
toward 3/A/1-16 Inf throwing hand grenades and firing automatic weapons,
RPG's and anti~tank weapons were also used aginast the US positions,

The ¥C cacentrated on the left flank of the 3d platoon, The ¥M-60
machine gun position there was knocked-out immediately vhen an RPG round
hit the position, wounding the men and lsaving the gun inoperative, The
VC killed or wounded all of the left flank of %the 3d platoon of A/1-16 Inf,
It was reported by troops in the action that the VC used a chemical
agent, probably a type of tear gas, on the 3d platoon positions. The
right flank of thc platoon was able to move back and join the 2d platoon
line about 40 meters to their rear, The de:1 and the wounded who were
unable to move had to be l:ft forward, The new line formed by the 24
platoon and men from the 3d platoon was about 1% meters from the clearing,
and directly behind the origina) 3d platoon positione, At the beginning
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of the engagement of A/1-16 Inf, support from the company!'s iwo 8lmm
mortars was reauested in addition to the artillery fire. Both arrived
immediately, but the company mortars could place close~in fire on the
enemy during the time the artillery was being adjusted into the area near
the perimeter, where it would be most effective., After about 10 minutes,
effective artillery was falling, two gunships were firing into the area,
and heavy US automatic fire was delivered from the newly-formed line

with the 2d and 3d platoons, The attacking VC had reached the original
3d platoon positions then ended their first assault, This was at about
1315.

In the meantime, a group of VC attacking B/2-28 Inf had killed the
two men in the northernmost position of that comp.ny at the start of the
assault from the north, Two VC occupied the position and started firing
from it, using the US bodies as a shield, Other smell groups of VC
approached the northern positions of 3/B/2-28 Inf, wounding seversl of the
men on the platoon's right flank, The platoon sergeant, SFC Billie J,
Dodd, RAL6526378, took four of his men toward the end position that had
been taken by the VC, The YC fired on the group, killing two and wounding
SFC Dodd. PFC Ben Walker, US56824413, the radio operator Dodd had chosen
to help retake the lost position, was unwounded and moved to his right,
where he found some cover from enemy fire, He steyed in this spot,
about 30 meters from the VC and isolated from US positions, until the VC
finally withdrew., He used his radio to report on the battle and direct
artillery, The other unwounded man, PFC John J. Rieck, Jr., US51825322,
gave first aid to SFC Dodd and returnecd to the platoon CP to get a
medic, Another member of the 3d platcon, SP4 Dannie Smith, US52631525,
occupied the position next to the end one that had been overrun and held
his position alone through most of the engagement, He could not see
the US positions on either side of his, Three VC approached his position
from 50 to 75 meters away. They wore black "pajomas! and had among them
one AK-47 and two carbines, Smith moved behind a small tree and stayed
there throwing grenades and firing his M-16 2t the three VC, who fired
and threw grenades at Smith from behind an ant hill., Smith left his
position when an enemy round hit one of his smoke grenades, which made
his clothes start to burn, Smith ran back to the clearing where men of
A/2-28 Inf put out the fire and gave first aid to his burns.

At about 1325 a &0mm mortar barrage was directed apainst the northern
elements of A/1-16 Inf and B/2-28 Inf, The barrage consisted of 15 to
20 rounds ond ended at 1330, The rounds were most effectively placed
around the left flank of A/1-16 Inf and accounted for the majority of
that company's wounded. The assault at 1306 had been responsible for
most of the company's killed, The enemy attack in the north was coordi-
nated so that as soon as the mortar rounds stopped falling, at 1330,
the VC were in frent of the 2d-3d platoon line of A/1-16 Inf and began a
second large ground assault. It was coordinated with increased pressure
on the B/2-28 Inf right flank as well as a simultaneous assault on
recon 1~-16 Inf in the scutheast,

The 1330 assault on A/l-—lé Inf consisted of apparently the same
groups of VC attacking the same area that had been hit in the first
assault, This time, however, A/1-16 Inf had a stronger left flank, with
the 2d and 3d platoons' lines consolidated, and artillery was already
falling close in front of the US positions. During the second VC
assault from the north, fifteen minutes of continuous artillery fire
fell in front of A/1-16 Inf. Though the enemy was next to the perimeter
before the ground attack even started, they could not again overwhelm
the US with their heavy automatic weapons and RPG fire, The VC got
within 30 meters of the tree line, or 15 metcrs from the 2d~3d platoon
line, A rifleman in the 3d platoon, PFC Daniel J, Phelps, RAL6929631,
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saw & group of 10 VC assaulting bis two-man position, The VC wore black
"pajamas" and were wilking and firing at the same time, They got within
25 meters of Phelps! position, which was behind an ant hill, With

about 2 minutes of automatic M-16 fire Phelps and his partner killed

the 10 assaulting VC. Then the other tifleman with Phelps was hit and
killed, probably by a sniper, Phelps stayed at this position through

the entire engagement, He could see no other US position from his,
Phelps saw and shot VC crawling toward his position one at a time, He
saw VC bodies being dragged away, but the bodies of the 10 VC who assaulted
remained in front of Phelps! position. The A/1-16 Inf CP had been moved
from the center of the company!'s sector to the area that was being assaulted
so that the CO could have better control of the action, and the forward
observer could adjust the artillery close to the area that was belng
attacked, Scon after 1330 the radio operator of A/1-16 Inf reported

that he and the company commander were wounded and that he could see two
VC entering the perimeter, These were apparently the only VC that broke
through the A/1~16 Inf perimeter on the second assault, and they were
killed immediately, With a medic attending his wounds, CPT Williamson
continued to commancd his company throughout the battle, The US artillery
barrage was so c¢losc to the perimeter that occasional pieces of shrapnel
reached the friendly positions through the trees, Still hot after
filtering through the umbrella of bamboo, the shrapnel sizzled on the
men's wet clothes, It was largely a result of this massive, close-in
artillery support that the VC were unable to reach the US positions as
they had in the first assault on A/1-16 Inf. The VC withdrew suddenly

at 1345,

At the same time as the second assault on A/1-16 Inf started, at
1330, the VG moved in on the right flank of B/2-28 Inf, which wes next
to A/1-16 Inf in the ncrth, Artillery fire was then heavy and effec-
tively holding back the VC., The artillery fell within 30 meters of the
perimster., The 2d platoon of £/2-28 Inf, pinned down in the clearing
behind B/2-28 Inf's right flank, crawled south toward scme trees near
the center of the LZ., Because of heavy autcamatic weapons fire they were
unable to stand up in the tall elephant grass in order to open fire,

At about 1335 they formed 2n east-west line across the clearing sealing
off the two battalions! CP!s from the north, They then stood up and fired
into the tree line, aiming high to avoid hitting US positions whose
locations were unknown. The 2-28 Inf's caliber .50 machine gun was set
up there snd was used effectively against snip:rs in trees,

It appeared to the men of B/2-28 Inf that the VC could not see
their line, as the VC fired at smoke grenades whenever they were thrown,
Otherwise the VC did not fire unless they saw a US troop move, It was
reported by men of A/2-28 Inf that tear gas was in the air in the northern
portion of the IZ cn two separate occasione during the battle,

Aoparently coordinated with the attack on the US positions in the
north, at 2330 a lerge group of VC agsaulted recon 1l-16 Inf in the south-
east, The VC assault covered a LO-meter front, Two outposts were
engaged by the assault group, but the fire was concentrated on an M-&0
machine gun position and the platoon CP. The CP was located in the
clearing directly behind the M=-60 position. The machine gun position
was immediately overrun., The US pesitions were too far apart to prevent
the VC from penetrating the perimeter at that point, The positions on
the platoonts right flmk were receiving sniper fire, Thrce VC were
observed south of the perimeter and were engaged, with unknown results,
At the platoon CP the artillery obserwer had just finished meking initial
adjustments on suprorting fire for in front of the perimster when his
radio opsrator was hit and ‘the rrdio destroyed., The CP was receiving
heavy automatic weapons fire, and it was decided that the CP group could
not hold the pooition. The wounded had to be evacurted first, so the
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platoon sergeant, SSG Gradie E. Sandebe, RA1L723897, the artillery observer,
and a medic left, carrying three wounded men., Before he left, SSG Sanders
saw 8 to 10 VC approaching the CP. The VC wore khaki uniforms, steel
helmets, bandoleers, and web gear., The wounded were carried to a point

on the left flank of the platoon, near the B/1-16 Inf positims. The
platoon leader, talking by radio to the CO of 1-16 Inf, reported that his
CP group had killed more than 30 VC, saying they were tstacking them up
like cordwood." Radio contact with the recon platoon CP was then lost.

The VC killed all of the group at the CP and frisked their clothes. The

CO of 1-16 Inf ordered an element of the battalion headquarters company to
move toward the recon platoon's sector to provide assistance., At 1341 the
first airstrike arrived, about 150 meters east of the perimeter. The VC
withdrew at about 1345, using the same bresk in the line through which they
had entered,

Continuous air support was provided east and southeast of 1Z XRAY.
The fire coordination line ran north and south through the NDP, Artillery
was the principal deterrent placed on the cnemy assaults o A/1-16 Inf
and B/2-28 Inf in the north and northwest; airstrikes provided the most
effective support for recon 1-16 Inf in the southeast, Part of one airstrike,
however, was delivered on the west side of the LZ, killing 2 men in
B/2-28 Inf,

Although the enemy assault groups all withdrew from around LZ XRAY
at about 1345, the US positions continued to receive heavy automatic
weapons fire. By 1350 a platoon of A/2-28 Inf had formed a line of
blocking positions across the clearing Just above the recon 1l-16 Inf
sector, At 1355 two gunships were called to provide additicnal support
in front of the recon platoon sector. At 1403 the elements of 1-16 Inf
and 2-28 Inf located at 1LZ RUFE received 10 &0mm mortar rounds and small
armg fire lasting for about one-half hour,

Around LZ XRAY the sources of the enemy automatic weapons fire were
moving farther from the US positions., All units st LZ XRAY started their
efforts to collect the wounded and move them to the evacuation point in
the center of the NDP, By 1445 most of the VC automatic weapons fire had
stopped, Sniper fire from a distance continued until about 1500, when all
incoming rounds stopped. By 1500 recon 1-16 Inf had moved all its men,
casualties, and eauipment within the perimeter formed by the A/2~28 Inf
blocking positions, Helicopter evacuation of casvalties from LZ XRAY
began after 1500 and lasted until about 1850,

At about 1530 a barrage of 30 to 35 &0mm mortar rounds was concentrated
on the B/2-28 Inf CP area in the west and the area newly occupied by recon
1~16 Inf in the south.

After US casualtizs and ecuipment had been removed from the recon
1-16 Inf sector, there wes no other police mission conducted in that area
until the following day. The search of the battlefield in the north
covered a maximum of 100 meters from the US positions. Recovering US
casualtios and equipment, A/1-16 Inf found 35 to 4O VG bodies in front of
their positions, Most of the VC bodies wore khaki uniforms, looked well
fed, and had new Soviet assault rifles, A/2-28 Inf also conducted a
limited search of the area in front of the northern sector of the perimeter,
They found 2 VC bodies and shallow depressions in the ground that looked
as if they had been dug under fire, A large amount of communication wire
ran on tralls between most of the enemy positions,

Initial interrogation of a captured enemy soldier was very limited
because the priscner was wounded and had to be evacuated, In subseguent
interrogation the prisoner stated that he was one of a group of 30 to 50
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North Vietnamese infiltrators who had recently been assigned to the 2d
Battalion of the 271lrc VC Regiment, His unit moved to the battle area
on 7 June 1967, On 16 June ihe lst and 24 Battalions of the 271st VC
Regiment had prepared the ambush site at L2 XRAY because they knew that
US troops had entered the area on 13 June, Each company had three 60mm
mortars and a Chinese heavy machine gun of unknown type., The VC had
spent the night of 16 June at another location and returned to LZ XRAY
on 17 June after the US troops had arrived,

At 1610 1-16 Inf was notified that the 1-18 Inf wculd replace
Company A, the headguarters company, and the recon platoon of 1-16 Inf
at 12 XRAY., 1-18 Inf began arriving at LZ XRAY by helicopter at 1627.
The helilift was stopped at 1700 vhen 1Z XRAY received a 50 to €&0-round
barrage from Omm and 8lmm mortars. After 1710 there wes no further
enemy activity., Counter-mortar fires were employed, and the 1ift of
1-18 Inf was subsequently completod, The 1ift of A/1~16 Inf and recon
1-16 Inf to CHI LINH was completed at 1830, The lift of the headauarters
company of 1-16 Inf to-1LZ RUFE was completed at 1855,

The last airstrike was delivered at 1915, There was a total of 43
tactical air sorties in support of the action at LZ XRAY. Ordnance
requested was CBU and napslm, Ordnance delivered was CBU, napalm, rockets,
500~pound and 750-pound bombs, and 20mm cannon fire, A total of 8,250
artillery rounds were fired in support of the battle, There were 7,621
rounds of 105mm, 513 rounds of 155mm, 38 rounds of 175mm, and 78 rounds
of 8 inch artillery.

On 18 June 1967, 1-18 Inf conducted a search of the battle area.
They found 26 bodies, which brought the body count of enemy killed to
222, It is likely that the VC removed a large number of their dead.
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1st Inf Div G-~2 INTSUM.

1st Inf Div G-3 SITREP.

1-16 Inf journal for 17 June 1967.

1-16 Inf report on 17 June 1967 engagement,

2-28 Inf journal for 17 June 1967.

2-28 Inf report on 17 June 1967 engagement.,

Interviews of the followins personnel conducted by PFC Gery C. Meade,
RA16879290, 27th Military History Detachment, on 22 and 23 June 1967 at
DONG XOAX, LVN:

a, LTC Rufus C. Lazzel, 064634, CO, 1~16 Inf,

b, SSG Gradie E, Sanders, RAL4723897, pit sgty recon 1-16 Inf.

¢, SFC Earnest H, Clutts, RALL502772, plt sgt, 3/4/1-16 Inf,

Interviews of the following personnel conducted by PFC Stephen C.
Williams, US51664317, 17th Military History Detachment, at or near LAI KHE,
RVll, on the dates indicated:

a, 20 June ¥7:
b, 27 June 67:
¢, 27 June 67:

d. 27 June 67:
e, 28 June 67:
£, 28 June 67:
g. 4 July 67:
h, 4 July 67:

i, 4 July 67:

CPT Donald S, Ulm, 094149, €O, B,/1-16 Inf.

CPT John A, Turner, 094727, CO, B/2-28 Inf,

ScG James Jinenez, RA19825290, 3/fy/2-28 Inf.

SP4 Joseph L, Hare, US52647537, 3/B/2-28 Inf,

SPL Frank C, Holzworth, US52672590, 3/B/2-28 Inf,
PPC Gary ", Wisdom, US56581012, 3/13/2-28 Inf,

PFC Ben Walker, US56824413, 3/B/2-18 Inf,

SPL Dannie Smith, US52631525, 3/B/<~28 Inf.

CPT Donald W, Sawtelle, 093924, €9, A/2~28 Inf,
2LT Patrick M. Jones, 05332026, plt ldr, 2/A/2-28 Isf,
CPT William R, Williamson, 094018, 07, A/1-16 Inf.

SSG Gradie E. Sanders, RA14723897, plt sgt, recon 1-16 Inf.
SGT ¥ose J. Howa, US56393200, recon 1-16 Inf,

PFC Daniel J, Phelps, RAL6929631, 3/A/1-16 Inf,

1st Inf Div After Action Report ~ Operation BILLINGS.

/37




CONFIDENTIA L

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 18T INFANTRY DIVISI(N
17th Military History Detachment
APO San Francisco 96345

AVDB-T 31 July 1967

Small Unit Action
C Company, 1-2 Infantry
at XT675868 on 21 March 1967

Prior to the 21 March 1967 action described in this narrative, the Viet
Cong conducted numercus ettacks almg or in the vicinity of Route 246,
On 17 March 1967 the 1lst Battalion, 2d Infantry with A Troop, 3d Squadron,
5th Cavalry (~) and B Company, 2d Battalim, 47th Infantry recelved one
round of sniper fire near the road with no resulting casualties, On the
same day A/3-5 Cavalry rveceived sniper fire resulting in 3 US WHA. At
191230H March 1967 an M-113 Armored Personnel Carrier (APG) of A/1-4
Cavalry working that day with the 1-2 Infantry was hit by an HiPG round
resulting in 2 US WHA, and slight damage to the vehicle. Small arms fire
was also received that resulted in no casualties, Also that day at 1345
hours another M-113 hit a mine resulting in extensive damage to the track
and no US casualties, At 210725H March 1967 an engineer 5 ton truck hit a
mine on Route 246 that resulted in 1 US WHA and the truck was totally
destroyed,

The 1-2 Infantry under the command of LTC William C. Simpson, 028381,
was eatablished aiong Route 24,6 to conduct a series of patrols each day
in order to securs the road and the west bank of a bridge construction site
at XTé623816, At 210830H March 1967 C Company, 1-2 Infantry under the comsand
62 CPT Gilbert YHichert, 092270, Bellvue, Nebraska mounted M-113's and
moved up Route 246 to a checkpoint (CP), Number 9, which was secured by
enginesrs,

Intelligence furnished CPT Wichert indicated that the enemy in the
operational area was normally local guerrillas, but one could expect to
meet main force units that would travel through the area, Experience
gained from operating in the area during the past several days indicated
vhat the guerrillas were relying on hit and run tactics., The feeling of
the intelligence commmnity wae that large enemy troop units were probably
moving through the area so the decision was made by LTC Simpson to conduct
cempany size patrols,

At 0915 hours the company size patrol of 72 men departed CP #9 and
moved on a 340° agimuth. The company was organized into three rifle
platoons, minus the weapons platoon., Each rifle squad averaged 3 to 4 men,
Every few mlnutes the coupany would stop, break down to smaller subordinate
units, and conduct “cloverleaf" patrolling--a form of saturation patrolling
in the lst Infantry Division,

As the patrol moved through the jungle the ¢rder of march was 1st
Platoon, 2d Platoon, Headquarturs group, and 3d Platoon,

The artillery forward observer (FO). 1LT John Bowsan, 055020236,
Bayonne, New Jersey placed artillery fire to the front and flanks while
the conpany formed a perimeter for "ecloverleafing" or while the company was
marcaing through the jungle, The FO had one 105mm howitzer from D Battery,
1-5 Artillery in direct suppert of the patrol,

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS
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At about 1000 hours the company halted and formed a company size base
wi.th the command group in the center., The lst Platoon crossed a stream
and established the western portion of the perimster, The 2d Platoon
astablished the eastern side of the patrol base. The 3d Platoon remained
outside of the patrol, base and prepared to go on patrol, Two observation
posts per platoon were established at a distance of 5 to 75 meters from
the perimeter, Small cloverleaf patrols were conductec in the immediate
vicinity of the patrol base, The campany commander (CO), CPT Wichert,
briefed SFC Tyson M. Hall, RA38882227, New Boston, Texas, who was the 3d
Platoon leader and whose platoon was preparing to go on patrol.

The company patrol base was established next to the junctim of three
streams as the area appeared to CPT Wichert to be a logical VG base camp
area, A small destroyed village was located about 800 metere from the
patrol base, One could find other villages and ruins at a distamce of
about 2,000 meters, The jungle in the area was denee and not freouented
by artillery destruction fires,

At 1100 hours SFC Hall retumed to his platoon and r.defed his squad
leaders mm the mission they were to accomplish, After they hed received
the mission they collectively discussed the concept of the operation,
specific actions to be taken upon contact, the location of the machine guns
in the colum so that they would be readily available when needed, and
danger points along their route of march, One shauld note that all. of
these men agreed that their major danger point would be the streams along
the march route,

At 1115 hours SFC Hall moved his platoon out on patrcl and moved for
500 meters, paralleling the east bank of the stream, They moved with two
squad files abreast and the point squad to the front, Once they ccmpleted
their first leg of the patrol they moved on a mew azimuth perpendicular
to the stream,

While searching the jungle areas around them the 3d Platoor. encountered
no VC, At a distance of 25 meters from their first checkpoint a trail was
found which appeared to be frequently used, SGT Harry W. Warlick, RAL37-
69598, Baltimore, Maryland had noticed = small fence of interwoven bamboo
branches along their route of march before arriving at the trail, Nommelly
VC base camps found in the 1st Division area have a fence similar to the one
found by SGT Warlick, It is believed that the Viet Cong wse these fences
to trap end pen animals, and for the control c¢f fire and movement,

SFC Hall continued to move his patrol toward the stream, As they
mnoved he continued to maintain radio cormbact with the company commander
vho was monitoring the patrol's progress.

With the lst Squad at the point and the 3d Squad at the right flank,
btoth sauads silently reeched the winding stream bank at the same time,

Tall grass and jungle shrubs were provalent in the area around the
stream, As it was the dry season the stream bed was shallow and easy
to cross,

Upon reaching the stream with the intent of reconnoitering and crossing,
PFC Gordon A, Shaw, US56435705, looked across the stream and saw some clothing
hanging from a tree, He looked up the creek and saw 2 VC standing on
the opposite bank, Then he signaled for his ascuad,

SPl, Carl E, Holcomb, US56433705, Modena, Illinois, lst Squad leader,
moved up toward Shaw's position and observed the 2 VG washing thelr canteen
cups in the stream, It appeared to the 2 US soldiers that the VC had
finidhed eating, Two more VC were observed in a base camp 15 to 20 moters
away, SPL Holcomb then recuested that the M-60 machine gun be brought

forward,
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SFC Hall said, "When the point spotted the pajamas hanging up on a
wash line and the 3d Scuad on my right flank reported they saw a fortified
base camp, I immediately had the machine gun crew behind me move up to
assist SGT Warlick,"

When the machire gun crew reached SGT Warlick he personnally took
the machine gun and placed it into its firing position,

As the reports of the observed VC reached (PT Wichert, he immediately
requested a fire mission from the artillery. The artillery concentrations
were to be initially placed 600 meters to the north of the VC base camp
as blocking fires, He aleo requosted an aerial observer (40) and learned
thet LTC Thomas R, Dennis, 01686815, CO, 1lst Battalion, 5th Artillery
was in the air and would act as the A0, CPT Wichert then ordered his
recomnaissance squad, which was patrolling a different area, to retwmn
to the company patiol base to join the rest of the compmy and prepare to
assist the 3d Platoon, Once the company was assembled they began to
move toward the 3d Platoon, The order -of march was the 2d Platoon, the
command group, and the lst Platoon at the rear of the colum,

Meanwhile the 3d Platoon silently moved into their attack positions.
They could see the VC moving arcund unaware of the pending assault, The
VC that could be seen were wearing black uniforms with shoulder epaulets
and tuttons, The men stated that the camp had a fishy odor which is
peculiar to most VC base camps that they had visited, ‘As the aine men
moved into position with SGT Warlick they could see 5 VC moving toward
the stream and 2 VC were standing on the river bank, A total of 7 VC
were in their view,

At 1243 hours the 3d Platoon, C Company, 1~2 Infantry commenced its
attack on the Viet Cong, Just prior to the attack the VC at the river
bank heard or sensed the danger because they all tumed around simultan-
sously and headed quickly toward their bunkars, It was at this time that
the 3d Platoon opened dre on the VC for about 20 seconds with a large
volume of small arms amd automtic weapons fire, During the initial
varst of fire the VG fired backs this was the only time the US troops
received hostile fire, While SGT Warlick's men fired the sergeant was
informed by CPT Wichert that the belance of the company was moving up
to assist and reenforce. SGT Warlick then threw out several yelluw
smoke grenades to mark his troops! positions for the aerial observer,

Troops taking part in the-action immediately saw the enemy's reaction.
5Pl Isreal Armandores, Merced, California, said, "As soon as they tried
to take off I opened fire with my machire gun." PFC Deen Harris, US558-
L5564, Berice, Indlena, said, "There were bullets flying all over the
place, The firat burst of firve dropped the 5 VC at the stream at once."

As soon as the artillery forward observer, 1LT John Bowmsn, heard the
gun fire le requested an aerial observer and direct support of a full
battery « £ artillery rather than just the one tube that had been supporting
the company, The aerlal observer was needed to adjust the artillery
fire and to relay the fire commands, 1LT Bowman said, "As we moved to
Join the platoon in contact, the aerial observer had complete control
of the fire missions, Once we jnined the platoon on the stream I brought
the artillery in closer tothe VC, within 200 to 300 meters of our positions,
We continued to fire artillsry in the general area for 3 to 3% hours,

Also, airstrikes werc later put in to our north, During the airstrikes
I shifted the artillery fire to our west so we would have a constant
volume of artillery blocldng fires,m
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CPT Wichert said, "The airstrikes dropped 500-1t high fragmentation
bombs, UBU, and napalm, While the 3d Platoon leld down 2 steady base of
fire on the VC base camp, I maneuvercd the 2d Platoon around and had
them line up into an infanlry assault line, I took ten minutes to prepare
the assault in order to make sure each man knew his Job and hed a sector
of fire, My men opened fire on their assigned sectors, and, at my
command, the 2d Platoon began a frontal assault on the VC base camp,

The iot Platoon remained in reserve to secure the rear area.,” The men

of the 2d Platoen ran into the ankle deep water at the foot of the river
ted and fired their rifles and threw hand grenades as they attacked the

VC base cemp,™ CPT Wichert said, "Using marching fire, the 2d Platoon
moved on line across the stream and ente-ed the VC base camp, The sound
of the initial exploding hand grenades, plus v-rbal instructions, signaled
ih2 3d Platoon to 1ift their supporting fires prior to the assault."

The men assaulted into the VC base camp, PFC Donovan K, Nash, US558-
50766, St. Louls Park, Minnesota, sn assistant machine gumner commented,
"We moved up, laying down a base of fire as we moved, and we killed iLwo
nore VC as we overran their positions,®

To PFC Jack L. Robinson, US55334313, Bonham, Texas, "Everything went
like clockwork. We moved up with no oppositien; everyone did his job well."

As the troops swept through the VC camp CPT Wichert noticed a
berndaged VC attempting to escape, CPT Wichert said, "There was cne VC
survivor who was wounded and bandaged around the chest. I saw his
moverent and shot him, Then after the sweep wns over I orgenized the
company irto a perimeter that included the captured VC base camp,
Obwervation posts were established amd a series of cloverleaf patrols
were conducted 100 to 150 meters out from the perimeter,"

After taking the VC base camp CPT Wichert had his exscutive officer,
1LT David E, Douglas, 05326393, supervise the search of the area and the
bodies. The ilcubenant used the company reconnaissance squad, called the
“"Leopards", for the detail, The Leopards werc established by CPT Wichert
to give his company a long range reconnaissance capability. SPT Wichert
gave the following account of the Lecpards, "The Leopards were volunteers
vho had combat experience, They were distinctive than the other men in
the wnit in that they were permitted to wear camouflage uniforms, Working
with the Leoperds was a brave little Vietnames: National Policcman
nicknamed the Gook, To the Leopards, the Gook was a brave and highly
respected soldier., He spoke Vietnamese, Czechoslovakdian, and Frenchj
he did not speak English, Even though he did not speak English he still
ucted as an interpretor,!

A search of the area falled to turn up more VC, It is probable
that there were more VC in the area during and prior to the action as
there were 12 rucksacks found but only 8 VC XIA,

CPT Wichert concluded, "At 1530 hours we returmned to the battalion
base camp, That night the dead *Charlies' bought beer for the company
with the money faand on their person,®

This action resulted in no US casualties and 8 VC KIA by body count,
Captured enemy ecquipment included the following: 5 CHICOM rifles,
2 US carbines, 1 P-38 pistol, 2 bayonets, 1 2-1b block of TNT, documents,
1 RPG-2 launcher with 13 rounds, 12 &Omm mortar rounds, 200 rounds of

small arms ammo, 2 AK-47 magazines, 200 feat of double strand wire, 1
CHICOM claymore, 5 fragmentation grenades, and 1 CHICOM compass,
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The enayy documonts imdicated new letter box numbers fron the HON
QUANG Distriot unit file that became effective on 1 February 1967 for
BINH IONG Province, These documents ccnfirmed letter box numbers found
by earlier patrols such as the 118 Int who found a duplicate list, Also
g skotch map of what appeared to be the AN LOC Plantation was among the

ocunents,
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CONVFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THb ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 1ST INFANTRY DXVISION
17TH MILITARY HISTORY DETACHMENT

AVDB-T 1 August 1967
VC RAID ON QUAN I0I 11 July 1967
1, General:

A, Type of Aotion: A raid with the intent to destroy the heavy
artillery and armored vehiclee in an attempt to divert QUAN 1OI's ability
to support neighboring US/ARVN military installations.

B, Date Time Group: 110120 ~ 110625 July 1967

C, Friendly Units: Task Fopce DIXIE, 1-26 Infantry, Platoon
of A Troop/1~ Cavalry, Light Horse Charlis, CJ6el5 Arty, 1/6~27 Arty.
Approximately 1,075 offiters and men,

D, Estimated NVA/VC force: Local guerrilla units of approxi-
mately company strength supported by the 141 NVC Regiment, Siae of
foree unknown,

E, Location of Battle: QUAN LOI, Victnem

F, OCasvalties:

Frie Eaemy
KHa: 7 KIin: 7
WHA: 27 P: O
Equipment Losses: None Equipment Captured: 7 AK4T7s,
Equipment - Damaged: 1 Tank, 7 centeens, 7 ammo pouches,
2 iPCs, 1 2% T truck 7 ponchos, 7 bayonets, 10 RPG-R
Dastroyed: 1 APC beosters, 7 RPG rounds, 17 AKAT

magazines, 1,000 rds 7,62om amy
52 sachel charges, 30lts explosives,
2 bangalore torpedoes, 27 hand
grenades, 1 compass, 1 pair sandalsg
3 propaganda leaflets,

2, Prior to the Battle:

Ae Mission: US units were at QUAN LOI to secure the area under

Task Foree DIo from the V8 and to e.nluct rilitary operatiom acainst
VC/W. forces in 4O DIXIE. ¢ v operatiom 85

B, "“hat enemy informetion wes available: MNone, No indications
of the enemys intent wes known prior to the battle., Prior to the battle
5th ARVN reporbed between 102000H and 110600H the following bridges
destroyed, XT872939, XT767761, XT765728, XT694751, XU725014, a1l unguerded,
Aloo Mighway 13 was crstered at XT765712, XT765800, XT817811, amd XT816729,
impessible for large wheel vehicles,

C, Type of Terrain: The terrain in the QUAN LOI area is
characterized by gently rolling hills, with vegatation from sparce to
thick in the rain forest jungle that swrrounds the large !'Terre s Rouges"
Rubber Plontations, QUAN LOY itself is loceted in the center of the
rubber plantations,

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
DOD DIR 5200.10
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D, veather Conditions: Humidity 64 - 100%, thunderstorms,
ceiling 500 fect, 3 mile visibility, temperature 74° - 91°, deather
hampered acrial surviellance during the action. The guard on the tower
who _was on mortar/rocket watch was unable to pinpoint the locatioft of the
enery mortars because of poor visibility,

3. The Battle Nerrative: At 0105 hours the first indication of
enermy activity occured when the Quad ,50 Platoon sergeant called DIXIE
TOC and thought that he detdcted movement in fromt of his area towards
the southwest, He asked for permission to fire, LIC Hughes, 057160,
Comrarder of Task Force DIXIE North, was ewakened and briefed by his
staff on the request to fire., He had his TOC c2ll the 1-26 Infantry
to check and see if any of their patrols or ambushes were in that area.
The 1-26 Infantry TOC chccked their companies and then gove DIXIE TOC a
negative report, LTC Hughes then gave the Quad ,50s permission to open
fire, This coordintion took approximately 10 minutes to accomplishs,

At 0120, shortly after the perrission to fire was given to the
Quad ,50s, the VC commenced his attack by placing 60mm, 82mm, end 4,2
mortar fire on the QWxN LOI base area complex, Tn the same gencral area
that the Quad ,50 machine gun was firing autometic weepons fire and
smrll firc were heard by LTC Hughes, All of the firing occurred in
close sequence, At 0121 a FiC, flareship, and a helicopter Light Fire
Tean request were submitted immediately to the 3d Brigede at LAT KBE
"to be on station s soon as possiblet,

Bv 0145 thord was a lull in the mortar attack and untis began
rocoiving smell arms fire, Just prior to the lull a mortar round
exploded in a tree over the tent of a helicopter crew which had remained
overnight at QUAN 10X, Both the aircreft cormander and co-pilot were
wourded as was one of their crew members, The co-pilet, Warrant Officer
Thormas Hirsch, W3156223, a newly arrived officer in-country, despite
his wounded arm voluntecred to fly the seriously wounded aircraft
cormander and four other casualties out of QUaN 10X, He took off ot a
time when mcitar, automatic weapons, and small, arms fires were being
received. It wes night with poor flying conditions when Hirsch took
off and flew to tii: 93d Twacuation Hospital under instrument flying
corditions.

At 0147 hours 4/1-26 Infantry reported sceing, one Viet Cong
abtempting to zet out of the perimeter. The reconncissance platoon,
1-26 Infancry was moved into positions around the DINIE NORTH ond
DOBOL tactical operations ceaters {(10C).

"Spooky", the armed flareship, réported into the Forwerd Adr
Controllerts (F.C) net at 0152, The FiC arrived on station about 10
minutes later and began setting up airstrikes,

At 0201 the 4/6-27 Artillery reported that therc were Viet Cong
within the perimeter throwing gremades and setchel chorges at the armored
personnel carriers and gun positions, YMost of the satchel charges
failed to uxplode. The Quad ,50 section reportod incoming rounds from
automrtic weapons fire at the northeast corner of the airstrip., The
point of origin of this automatic weapons fire was the roof of the
Frech Flantations adrinistration Building.

At approximetel 0205 hours 4/1-4 (DRAGOON) Cévilry's positions
were attacked from the front and from the rear sirmltancously. Dragoon
alfats # 26 command tank and an »FC were hit in the rear by an RPG round;
the APC was destruyed as it burst into flames. i/6-27 irtillery (Hay-
maker) reported that there were nore VC inside of the perimeter throwing
hand grenades and catchel charges into the artillery gun positions,
The penctration of the VC probe was deep into the artillery lihes as
the FDC where an unexploded satchel charge was found in the rorning.

In order to restcre the perirctorts lines the 1-26 Infentry'!s reconnaissance
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platoon was dispatched to the Haymaker/Dragoon area, During this
poeriod of time for about 30 minutes after the Dragoon command track
was hit radlo cormunication was lost with DIXIE north. By going on to
the Dragoon Flatcon!s radio net communication was finally obtained
with the senior NCO who assumed the job of platoon leader.

In a2ddition to the attack at QUAN LOI the US advisor with the 2-9th
ARVN at TAM HUNG reported to DIXIE north that 2 large VO foree - me
moving towerds their compound., At 0215 mortars and heavy small arms
and automatic weapons fires were hitting the ARVN compound on all sides,
DIXIE wzs informed that the ARVN battalion commanders was wounded in
action and that they needed the support of US and ARVN artillery amd
US airstrikes, At this time tho attack on QUAN LOI still was heavy in
its intensity. To try to render some help to the beleaguered ARVN unit
one tube of "Lighthorse Charlie" [,2" mortars began firing night
illumination and four tubes of C/6-15 Artillery fired 105m howitzers
in support of the ARVN action, When the attack on QUAN IOI began to slacken
off after 0300 hours and the attack on TAM HUNG increased in its intensity
LIC Hughes diverted the Light Fire Team of nelicopters and the ~rmed
"Spooke" flareship to the TAM HUNG arca, Inside the ARVN conpound was
one rifie company and a headguarters company. By 0240 hours 100-150
rounds of VC mortor fire had landed in the RVN compound; ARVN artillery
was reported to be firing at the enery forces, it 0420 howrs the
artillery fire wa lifted as o light fire tcem hit the VC positions,

At 05001 TiM HUNG received a 30 minute ground atteck which wes beaten
off by the stubborn ARVN defences, Again at 0550H TAN HUNG ceme under a
renewed attack, It was estimated at the time that 2 battalions of VC or
NVi were attacking them, By 0610H tho VC/NWVA force broke contact with
the ARVN and withdrew to the northeast,

While QUAN LOI and TAM HUNG were under attack the AN LOC Special
Forces camp reported that it was under a rortar attack; however negative
mortar rounds landed inside the compound, It should be noted that 4N LOC
is a provincial capitol, QU.N I0I is a major US military forward base
support area for operation in War Zones D/C znd along Highwey 13, and
TiaM HUNG was the base of the 2-9 ARVN Infanbry which were successfully
pursuing an aggressive Revoluticnary Developrment Program in the AN LOC/
QUAN 10I/10C NINH area,

The battle at QUAN LOI continued, At 0250H oan embush p trol on
the ridgeline to the ncrthwest from B/1-26 Infantry reported that there
were VC between them end the perireter. These VC were setting up 2 mortar
t5 their front at XT8109i0, By 0315 hours the Reconnaissance Piatoon 1.-26
Infantry reached the French Club swirring pool zrea. Several reports had
been made of VC iafiltrators roving out from the club at the start of the
abteck throwing crencdss and sctchel charges, VO also fired their weapons
from the French club at the ./1l-4 Cavelry element in the vicinity of the
club, One !013's crew received 1008 casualties by a VC grenade exploding
at the resr entrance of their track. One could also sec¢ the ullet holes
in e C ration box on top of the track and a tank in the zrea, These
bullet holes indicated enemy smell arms and autormatic weapons from Lhe
rear. In sther words enemy fire was being placed or directud on the US
troops from inside the perimeter aswell as from the outside,

At 0336H the ambush petrol from B/1-26 Infentry reported that the
VC were displacing their murtar tubes forward of their location at
coordinates XT813912, Then At 0350H the VC agein launched and tack in
the vicinity of the swirring pool (XT811906), D Company lst Engineer Bn,
was instructed to send reenforcements to that area to counter vhe attack.
At the szme time C/1-26 Infantiy received 2 heovy volumo of auteratic
weapons fire fror: the French Pianbotion Administration Building, & squad
of C/1-26 Infentry was sent Lo tne building to cheek it out, At O720H
the squad reported the building te be ampty of personnel but they found
8 batteries and pexts fron 2 US claymore inside of the buildirg .
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At O415 the 1-R6 Infantry Ambush Patrol that hoad heen out on the
ridge to the north was working its way back to the perireter when 3 men
were wounded by the "Spooky" mini-guns, "Spooky" was ordered to cease
fire immediately., During the battle airstrikes and "Spooky" had placed
their fires on the ridge to the north of the airstrip,

Again at O430 VC morbtar rounds 60mm, 82mm and 4.2" begrn falling
into the QUAN LOI perimeter again along with small arms and automatic
weapons fire, One should note that at 0345 the VC began to withdrew to
the northwest past 2 empty rubber storage sheds, A bresk in the barbed
wire was later found which the VC used in the route of withdrawal, By
0610H the VC had broken contact and the artillery continued to harmer
away at VC withdrawal routes.

During the sttack approximately 200 rounds of rortar fire fell on
QUAN 10I, Once the base was hit with mortars the VC ground raid commenced,
Tt is believed that the VC infiltrated at an earlier time and stayed in
the French Club-swimming pool area overnight. ‘then the rortar attack
began they cormenced their attack, Also the VU seen on top of the
Adpiinistration Building glay have infiltrated in around the same time
as the group in the French Clib,

4, Artillery Support:
A totel of approximately 3,843 rounds of artillery were fired

by US/ARVN forces in defense of the AN LOC/QU.N LOI/T.M HUNG complex
that was under attack. The following is a breakdown of total expendituree:

105mm HE 2629
105tm ILL 52
L,2% HE 575
4,24 TILL 372
155mm 200
175rm 15

8" .
GR.ND TOTAL 3953

(includes 4RVN cstimates)

The following fipures reflect the armunibion expenditure by US
ertillery at W.l¥ 1LOI:

1051 HE 1879
105 ILL 52
4,2" HE 575
L2 ILL 372
175z 15

an &0
sub total 2903

The following is on ARVN estimete of LRVN artillery rmmunition suspended:

105mm 800
155mm 200
sub total 1000 (est)
5. hirstrikes:
Adreraft T0T  Ordnance Location Supported
A, RROL 0300 500HD7NAP QU 10T
B. Blade 03 0320  500HD/N.P QUiN LOT
C. Blede O1 0435 500LD/Rockets TAN HUNG 2-9 ARVN
D, Box O1 0515  500HD/NAF TAN HUNG 2-9 LRVN
E. Buzz O1 0550  CBUYNAP QUAN 10I
F. Box Q1 0500  C3U/NAP QUAIT 1LOI

fi, Blade 05 loaded with CBU/NAP arrived on satinubut his
ordnance was not expendel because the weather had closed in and was poor

A total of 12 TAC air sorties took pert in the action,
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6. Holicopter gunship support:

A total of 3 helicopter fire teams supported the action ad
follows:

Unit 7.620m 40mm 2,75mm
1st Aviation Bn 6.4 10,000 rds 500 rds 56 rds
1lth iviation Bn 18,7 32,000 rds 850 rds 98 rds
TOTAL 25,1 42,000 rdo 1350 rds 154 rds

7. Information Rececived After the Action:

A. A VC captured during the attack on TAN HUNG was identifiecd
as the X0 of thn /th kmn, 141 NVA Repiment, He stated that for the past
few days his unit had been in the DONG XOAI aree and that his unit
moved to the cast tank of the SONG EE River and from there marched 2 days
to the AN I1OC area, e reportdd the strength of the regiment as 1060
men with 300 men in ench of the 2d, 3d 4th Bns end 160 men in the lst
{Support) Bn. He stated that the entire regiment took part in the attack
and will now move back to the SONG BX River,

B, NGUYEN VAN DO a CHIZU HOI rallier to LOC NINH on 100600 July
1767, He stated that he was a squad lesder of the Recon Team, 2d Pla-
toon, 7th Company, 5th Bn 272 Regiment, He stated that on 27 June the
reziment was ordered to move to BINH LONG. He stated that his battalion
moved north generally parallel to the Cambodian border, then east to the
vicinity of LOC NINH., He stated that he left his unit as they were

moving south 2long Highway 13, ,
P <
o & LT

1 Incl RGH E., CREIGHTON,/JH.
1. Map-Shoot-6332-L1I-N Captolin, Infamtry |

Commanding
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CONFINEN ILAL
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

HEADQUARTERS,; 11TH COMBAT AVIATION BATTALION
APO San Francisco 96289

AVGC-AG 28 May 1967

SUBJECT: After Action Report of 1lth Combat Aviation Battalion
Operation 10-67 (Road Clearing) 22 May 1967 (U)

T0: SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. (U) TASK ORGANIZATION

Air Mission Cemmander {Dobol, Devour & Dauntless) Red Dog 6
Air Mission Commander (Darkness) Dart 6

Flight 1 5 Wltures

Flight 2 10 Tomahawks

Mlight 3 10 Robinhoods

Gunships: LFT ea from Crossbews, Gunslingers, and Rebels
Spares: 1 ea Vulture, Robinhood, and Tomahawk

Maintenance ship: 1 Robinhoed

2, (C) MISSION:

The 11th Cbt Avn Bn 1lifts 2/18 Inf Bn from Dian to XT923286,
1/26 Inf Bn from XT945308 to Phuoc Hoa airfield (XT9143), 1/16 Inf Bn
from XT955370 to Lai Khe, 2/28 Inf Bn from Lai Khe to XT$02362, and 2
btrys of 1/5 Arty from XT'9832 to FSB'U" (XT905306) and FSBZ®
(XT912429) .

2. (8) SIMMARY OF OPERATIONS

a. The opcrations order for the mission was issued in the
11tk (bt Avn Bn conference room at 211730 May 67.

b. The 11th Cbt Avn Bn air lifted 2/18 Inf Bn from Dian to
YT9222€%, 1/25 inf Bn from XT945308 to Phuoc Hoa airfield, (XT9143)
1/16 Irf Bn from XT955370 to Lai Khe, 2/28 Inf Bn from Lai Khe to
XT902362 ard % bhrys of 1/5 Arty from XT9832 to FSBMUM (XT905306)
ard FS3"2" (XT,12427). Twenty-five 1ift ships, 3 LFTs, 2 C&C ships and
3 support ships were committed to the mission., (36 total ships).
There was no Tac air, arty or gunship prep on the LZs, as they were
secured by units of the 1/11 ACR. The 1ifts were conducted without
enexy contach. The movement of the three Inf Bns (1/28) /15, 2/28) under
Red Dzg control: required ehe hour and.fortyifive minutes, One Vilture
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"\ LONFIDENTIAL
v AVGC=AC 28 May 1967
SUBJECT: After Action Report of 1lth Combat Aviation Battalion
Operation 10-67 (Road Clearing) 22 May 1967 (U)
aireraft experienced "short shaft" failure departing the mini-port
at Lai Khe, There were no injuries to the crew, and only minor
damage to the aircraft, The aircraft was evecuated by CH-47 to
Phuoc Vinh,
c. Flight data
(1) Enroute altitude: 1500 ft
(2) Enroute formation: STR
(3) Landing formation: TRL

(4) Size of flights: 5 ships

d, The llth'Cbt Avn Bn provided the following support:
Sorties Passengers  Tons Hours

UH~-1 536 1779 1,6 109.2

CH-47 138 206 276.0 27.0

L. (U) ADMINISTRATION AND LOGISTICS
a, Supply: All twenty-five 1lift ships, and the three LFTs
utilized 16 refucling points at the miniport at Lai Kne, (south of
Hocking pad) for refucling. The refueling was done in flights of five,
which eliminated any congestion in mini-port area,

b. Maintenance

R .Ohe aircraft experienced "shor} shaft¥ failyre at btai Khe,
It was evacuated by CH-47 to PV,

¢, Medical: Negative casualties were received.
5, (U) COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

None
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AVGC-AC 28 May 1967
SUBJICTs After Achion Report of 11th Combat Aviacion Battalion
Operation 10-67 (Road Cle:ring) 22 May 1967 (U)

LTC, CE
Commanding

DISTRIBUTION:
2 CG 1st Inf Div
2 CG lst Awn Bde
2 €O 12th Cht Avn Gp
2 CO 11th Cbt Avn Bn
2 CO 1st Avn Bn
1l ea Co 11th Cbt Avn Bn
1 ILNO 1st Inf Div
1 83 file
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A DEPARTMENT (F THE ARMY
\? HEADQUARTERS 1ST ENGINEER BATTALION
APO 96345
AVDB~CE-3 11 August 1967

SUBJECT: Combat Operation After Action Report

—

THRU: Commanding General
1st Infantry Division
ATTN: AVDB-T
APO 96345

TO: C ommanger
Us Military assistanue Comrand, Vietnam
ATTN: 321

1o NAME OF OPERATION: Cperation PAUL SUNYAN
2. DATE OF OPERATION: 151000 Jul 67 to 281490 Jul 67

3 3. GENERAL: The cummand headquarters for the engineer pgortion of

\ Operation Paul Bunyan was Headquarters, tst Engineer Pattalion, Di An,

F acting in accordance with 2nd Bn (Mech), 2nd Inf OPCRD 7-67 dated 16 .July 67,
The 1st Engineer Battalion provided combat support to 1st Infantry Division

operating in the southern portion of the Ong Dong jungle.

a, Reporting Cfficer: ‘THORWALD R PETERSON
Commanding Officer
1st Engineer Battalion
b, Task Organization:
Hq, 1st Engireer Battalion - LTC THORWALD R PETERSON
Campany B (=) ~ GPT MARION L, CALDWELL JR.
4. INTELLIGENCE:
a, Intelligence prior to operation:

(1) The area of interest is the Ong Dong jungle and the
surrounding villages, The Ong Dong jungle provides a covered and concealed
route from War Zone D to the center of the Lam Son area.of operation,

(2) Enemy Forces: Since 15 May 67 thers have been numerous
VC units sighted in the operational area, The units sighted were the Phu
Loi Bn, Autwmn Fighters, C~285 Co, C-63 €2, (~300 Plt, C~118 Flt, and Tan
Woa Khanh guerrillas, This area is used as a base camp from vhich they
launch operations and as a supply storage area (NOTE: During clearing opera-
tions, friendly units should expect to encounter minings, mortarings, sniping
incidents, ambushes, and other related activitiss),

b, Intelligence during Operation:
The following was detected amd destroyed:
17 July 67 (1) 105 m round vie XT 919155

L d
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AVDB~CE~3 11 sug 67
SUBJEGCT: Canbat Operation After Action Report

5. MISSION: 1st Engineer Rattalion supports 1st Infantry Division
operation by opening ard maintaining MSR.

"6, CONCEPT CF OPERATION:

a. 18t Engineer Battalion supported ist Infantry Division units
engaged in Cperation Faul Punyan with one ccmpeny (~).

b. Company B, st Engineer Rattalion supported 2nd rrigade, tst
Infantry Division units engaged in Operation Paul Bunvan with 2 platoone,

(1) 1st and 2nd Platoons were charged with constriciing a by-
pass of Tan Uyen through the Ong Dong jungle,

(2) 3rd Platoon continued its base development ard civic
action projects.

¢, Canpany A continued its direct support of the ist Brigade with
base develoment and civic action projects,

d, Company C continues its direct support of 3rd Rrigade base
development and civic action projects,

e, Company D, E, & Hge, continued general support of the Divisicn,
7. EXECUTION:

15 Jul 67:

B Company - 1st plt, 2nd plt, Fqs plt elements moved out of Di an
1000 hours 15 July 67 for NDP ares (XT908164), Arrived MMP 1045 hours *5
July 67. Began constructing overhead cover at NPP. 2000 hours 15 July
67 a1l elements had overhead cover and sandbagged slesping quarters. Mine
sweepers swept 8 km of road. Hgs element continued to support line plutoons.

16 Jul 67:

B Company - tst plt departed NDP 0800 hiours to install two 18w
culverts 36! long w/headwalls at ¥T917204 and XT7918204. #1so used 25
Loads of laterite for £ill at culvert site, 2nd plt departed MDP 0800 hours
to install two 24t culverts 36! long w/headwalls at YT924202, 20 lords of
laterite vere utilized fer £ill at culvert site, Repaired and reshaped
road with (2) graders from coordinates YT928197 to ¥T91720L, Used 10
loads of laterite for road repair. Kqs plt continued to support line
platoons,

17 Jul 67:

B Compeny - 1st plt and 2nd plt worked jointlv on road proiect
at coordinates XT918204 to XT918213, Utilized 94 loads laterite for road
construction. Both elements departed NDP 0800 hours and returned 1700 hours.
A11 individuels worked froam 1800 hours until approximately 2100 hours on
improving bunkers and sleeping quarters at NDP area. Mine sweep teams found
dud 105 nm round at XT919155. It was blown in place, %¥qs plt continued
to support line platoons,

18 Jul 67:
B Campany ~ 18t plt and 2nd plt worked jointly on road construction
using 125 loads of laterite and four loads of rock, Roth elements departed

NDP appraximately 0820 hours for work site at ¥T7918204, Pqs plt was in
direct support of liuc platoons, / 3
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19 Jul 67:

) B Company - 1st plt and 2nd plt departed NDP 0800 hours for iob
site, 86 loads laterite and 20 loads of rock were utilized for road const-
ruction from Y T918204 to XT918213. ™ork was greatly hampered by lack of
dry base material, Hqs plt continued in support of line platoons,

20 Jul 67:

8 Company - 1st plt and 2nd plt continued to work on road const-
ruction, Fach element departed NDP 0820 hours, Received support from trree
5 ton dumps from D Conpeny amd three 5 ton dumps from Fqs Campany to help
haul rock and laterite, 170 loads of laterite and 25 loads rock were hauled

to work site at XT918213 to XT918215. Kgs plt continued in support of line
platoons,

21 Jul 67:

B Company - 1st plt continued to work on read construction by
hauling 195 loads laterite and stockpiled 56 loads of rock at laterite pit,
raffic directed elements were furnished by 1st plt, 1st plt was assisted
by three 5 ton dumps from D Company and three 5 ton dumps from Hqs Company
that were attached to B Company. 2nd plt worked at spreeding laterite,
shaping and grading the road bed from XT918204 to ¥T918215, Vos pit con-
tinued in support of line platoons.

22 Jul 67:

B Compeny - Ist plt continued to work lsterite pit hauling 28
loads latefite and 64 loads of rock te job site, 4Also continved in traffic
direction enroute to work site, Provided shotguns for Pgs vehicles, 2nd
plt continued construction of road by spreading rock and laterite, grading,
shaping, cutting ditches and compacting road from 'T$18204 to YT918215,
Hgs plt continued in support of line platoons,

23 Jul 67:

B Company -~ A1l elements stood down, 0800 ~ 1200 hours for maint-
enance, 1st plt continued direction of Lauling materials to job site, 2mi
11t graded, reshaped and spread rock, 1st plt hauled 20 loads of rock to
cheir work site. 2nd plt did work on road coordinates V1918204 to ¥T918215,
Hgs plt continued in support of line platoons,

2, Jul 67:

B Company - 1st plt supervised transportgtion of materials to work
site, 32 loads of rock were hauled to job site. 4lso used four EM for
hand ditching on road job site, 2nd plt worked to reshape and backblade
road wath dozer in order to try and reduce moisture content of rocad bed.
Hqs plt continued in support of line platoons,

25 Jul 67:

B Company - 1st plt, 2nd plt and 12 EM from 3rd plt corbined effarts
to construct 50 meters of corduroy road. (Cord. ¥T918215 to YT918’>16)
2nd plt had three dozers working on drainage ditches for removing enourh
water and mud to enable the consiruction of this corduroy road. ist plt
directed stock piling of 28 lcads of rock at laterite pit, Has’plt con~
tinued in support of line platoons,

)54
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26 Jul 67:
B Company ~ 1st plt and 2nd plt continued to direct tre diverting
of mud and water to ensble further construction of road bed YT91320L to XT
918215, 1st plt andi 2nd plt combined efforts to construct 125 meters of cord~
uroy road X7918216 %o ¥T7918217. 1st plt stosk-piled 19 loads of rock at lat-
erite pit.and hauled five loads of laterite to work site. 1500 rubber trees
vie X7912{ were cleared as a experiment. using 180 feet of cruiser chain pulled
by two D7E's. Hqs plt continued to suvpport line platoons,
27 Jul 67:
B Gempany - 1st plt hauled seven loads rock for repair of Rte 313,
spread rock, reshaped aml graded rcad from Rte Bronze to VT916196., 2nd
plt used 15 loads rock to construct approactes to corduroy road at V1918215,
Bgs plt continued in support of line platoons,
28 Jul 67:
B Company -~ 1st plt, Hqs plt, and 2nd plt proceeded to destroy
NDP and mwve t2 Di An. Elements departed NP area 1300 hours arrived
Di An 1430 hours, 1st plt and 2rd plt had 30 men retrieving materials
fran corduroy road XT91821% to ¥7918217, Kqs plt returned to Di 4n 1430
hours and prepared to construct base camp support operations,
8, RESULTS:
a, Friendly losses:
(1) Personnel: None
(2) Equipvent: None
b. Enemy losses:
(1) Personnel: None
(2) Equipment: None
¢, Construction:

(1) 4 complete rehabilitation of Rte Rronze Tan ''yen bypass
from XT928198 to ¥T918217 was accomplished,

{2) Defensive positions were constructed at NDP.

(3) 758 loads of laterite and 219 loads of rock were hauled
to upgrade Rte Bronze Tan Uyen bypass,

9, ADMINISTRATIVE:
a, Average strength in field during operation - 75,
b. Supply: Normal channels with daily runs to Di #n,

¢, Maintenance: All equipment repair was performed at base camp
or at field locations.
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d. Transportation: Organic transportation used for road wark.

e. Communications: TO&E FM radios were the principle means of
communi.cations,

£, Medical: The unit had organic aid men,
10, SFECIAL FrUIPMENT AND TECHNIQUES:

An experiment was conducted on the techniques of clearing rubber
trees with an ahchor chain, The 180 foot chain, being pulled with two
D7E dozers, proved to be quite effective as a rubber tree clearing methaod,
Approximately 1500 trees were cleared within a period of four hours,

11, CDMMANDER'S ANALYSIS:

The operation proved tb be a successful enpineer trainine vehicle
and gave experience in ficld operations to newlyv assigned personnel, How=
ever, the operation presented mmerous problems to road construction, The
major limiting factor was the weather, with inecreased rain activit- tre
soil became too muddy to operate in effectively., Sufficient compaction
could net be dbtained due to this high moisture content: 4s a final solu-~
tion a corduroy rbdd was constructed of 3x12 material in order to resupply
the infantry, It is concluded that during the monsoon season adequate
road construction cannot be feasibly carried out due to the ccmpaction neec-
essary and lack of sufficient base materials available in this country,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

DISTRIRUTION: STANLEY G gl@% :

Special 1LT, CE
AdJutant
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DiPARTMINT OF THS ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 3D BRIGAIE AND TAI B BaSte
1st Infantry Division
APO 963L5

AVEEWB=C 27 June' 1967
SUBJSCT¢ Combat After Action Repert (MACV/RCS/J3/32)

THRU ¢ Commanding General
1st Infantry Division
APO US Forces 95345

T0¢ Jommander
US Military Assistance Command, Vietnam
ATTN: J321
APO' US Foroes 96243

l. NAME AND TYP; OF OFERATICN: Operation BLUEFIELD; Search and Destroy,
2, DAES OF OPSRATIONs 051100 Jume 1967 to 091500 June 1967.

3e EHIERALt Command Hoadquarters 3d Brigede, 1st Infantry Division, 1st
Infantry DIvisTon OPIAN 14=67 (BLUSFIELD I); 3d Brigads, 1st Infantry Division OPORD
12-67, dated 031200 Juna 1967. Operation BLUIFISID was ooriducted in the area North-
east of Lai Kee Tho 3d Brigade plan was to conduct 2 multi-battalion combat assault
on 05 June 1967 and comiuct combat reconnaissance in assigned AOj and to destroy
VC/NVA forces and installations within the.opax ationsl areas

a, Reporting Officer: Colonsl Sidmey M, Marks

b. Task Organization:
Headquarters, 3d Brigade, Colonel Sidney M, Marks, CO
2428 Infantry, LTC Jorry S, Edwards, GO
1=16 Infantry, LT3 Rufus ¢, Lazzell, CO
2-2 Infentry (Mfach) LTC John D. Fendelton, €O
1 Savalry, LTC John W, Siegle, GO
2-33 Artillery, LIC Chorles D, Daniel, CO

Lo INTSLLIGINCE:

a, Intelligsnce Prior to the Oparations The operational area extended
approximataly 12 Km North and 13 Km Dast, Northeast of Lai Khe boundsd by coordinates
IT74hO, XT7USL and East to the Song Be River. Major communication arteries within
the area’ are Highwey 13 on- the West and the Song Bs River on the East. The other
significant transportation artary is szeondury road 302 which branchss off Routs 13
vicdndty X1795502 and loads Southeast. The last major opyaticn in this area was
Operation PUSCN whioh kept Route 13 open, and was conducted to the West. There had
bean no serious probes in this aren Jast of Highway 13, however agont reports and
other jintsllizence reports .indicated tax collacticn points-along Righway 13 in this
Zeneral ares and movamsnt of the 273d VC Regiment and small groups.{company and squed
size) entoring and departing this srea deily, SLAR and SPAR activity also confirmed
movement and campsites of unknowm size in the area, The last major contset in this
area was on 20 Merch 1967 whan friendly elehunts were attacked by & Bittalion 273d
VC Reximent in which they suffercd heavy casualtiss, (vicinity XT784S). Political
slements considered to be in this-area and can be comittod are THU DAU MOT, LONG
BINH PROVINCE, EBEN GAT DISTRICT and CHON THANH DISTRICT COMMITTSES and:their
subordinate elementse

be The actual area of operstion as indicated inmrapvaph "a" above, had
many base camps, some recently constiucted and some which were old and not recentlv
usads Many bese comps had cverhead cover on the bunkers and conmecting tunnel
systoms, Somd structures (incl tunnels) had reinforced steel and concrete supports
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and evidence indicated some groups had recently deperted the base comps praor to wie
arrivel of fric.ly troops. This was evidenced by hot food and.hot ashess Friendly
olements did not engageany VC units but did receive sporadic sniper fire, indicsting
the V3 chose not to defend thier installations, but rather to deploy individual
snipers and conduct harassing activities, A very large number of bocby traps ranging
from homomeds handgrenades to 155 MM rounds were found throughout the ontire ares,
indicating the VC may have used this area 2s a raed echelon ammunitiod enc weapons
repair centars A total of 2l weapons were captured in the bese Gamps,-8cme woapons
which were homemade, and others which appeared in'the stages of Baing repsived, along
with powder, .primers, cartridgs -cases (full and empty), gunsmith tqols. Madioine

and rice caches wore small and of no significant values The sige and type struotures
discovered indicate this area to be a possible "sscwre" area used by the VG for re-
taining and’refitting of olements of ths 273d Regiment, and possibly other elements
of tha 9th V¢ Division, )

¢ Terrain in the operational area is gunsrally flat anc broad leaf evers
green ‘forast, interminglod with brush wood and bamboo forests in the Northeast
cornexe The arcadlong Route 13 has besn defoilated.in many plncss, however the
double type canopy still hides most of the ground throughout the remainder of the
arca, Weathor was characterised by occasional rain and did not impeds ths operations

d, Bass camps, fortifications, tunnels etc, were in most cases well
constricted, with overhead cover, good camouflouage ond stragetically located., Most
significant discoveries are as follows:

12 Bunkers W/OH cover VIC XT872458
100 Foxh:les VIo XT83€L62
5 Huts & 300 Maters of Trench VIC XT863L475
25 « 30 Bunkers vic x1893481
20 Bunkers VIC XT865L77
300 Meter tunnel leadinc off in seversl diractions and large enough to
walk in VIC XT871L68
15 Huts VIC XT870Lky

es Tha area is sparsely populated with the exception of a fow villazes
along Highw=y 302,

S5s MISSION: 3d Srigade concucts air assavlt into LZ's 16 and 18 apd conducts
Search, and Déstroy Operations in sector to kill VC/NV4 personnel and to destray
VC/NVA installationse

6o CONCSPT OF OPSRATION:

a, Nancuver: The 3d Brigade conducts a multi-battalion air assault and
Zround assault on 05 June 1967 with, 2-28 Infantry, 1-16 Infantry landing on two
LZ#8; conducts combot reconnaissance in assigned A0 to destroy VC/NVA forces and
installations within the operational erea,

be Fire Support: Artillery fire support will be as-fcllows:

(1) 2-33 Artillery: DS to 3d Bripade
(2) 6-15 Artillery: Reinforce 2-33 Artillery
(3) 1.5 Artillery: aSR 2-33 Artillary
(4) A-8-6 Artillery: Rzinforce 2-33 Artillery
(5) B, C-8-6 Artillery: GSR 2-33 irtillery
(6) C-6-26 Artillery (8"/175): GS
Artillery to be located as follows:
{1) FSB 33: 2233 Artillery (-), A-6~6 Artillery
(2) IAI KEEs 6-15 Artdillery and A-~2-33 Artillery
(3) PHUOC VINH: 1l~5 Artillery, B C-8-6 Artillery, C-6-27 Artillery.

7o EXSOUTIGH:
05 June 1967 = The 3d Brigade b:zan Operation BLUSFITLD by conducting an air assault
with two infantry battalions on two L2's and & ground assawlt with the 1k Cavalry,
At 0800 hours, the 1-h Cavalry commenced movement toward objectivs F, vicinity

X7880450, After an extensive air and artillery preparation, the 1-16 Infantry con-
ducted an air assault into LZ 16, vicinity XT875483 commsncing at 1100 hours, and
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closing ab 1135 heurs, The 2-28 Ifantry conducted an air zssault into LZ 28
viainity XT828477, commencin; at 1300 hours and closing at 1330 hours. Both LZ's
Wd udefinded,’ The 2-2 Infartry secured FIB 33 vicinity XT761451 and awept and
wosured Highway 13 from Led Khe to XT783495 by 1020 hourse During the deys opsration,
tha 2-2 Infambry losated and castrcyed a 15 1b road mine at XT784L6R and a 30 1b
Ghkeom shape charga at XT784L62, At 1145 howrs, vicinity XT670LU9, G Troop, leU
Gawiley docatad and destroyed o base camp containing twe homemade shotgung, smoll
ams amo, 1«5 gellon drum containing explosivas, 13 huts and 3 bunkers, .Documents
found in the area.wero cvacurted, At 1347 hours, vicinity XT867458, A Troop,

1=} Cavalry Jocntal a partially destroyed bass cemp with a boobytrapped eantrances

A sisp at the.anfyange read "Baware Danger Friond". A rifie, handgronads.and some
documants found in the base camp were evaewated. At 1512 hours, vicinity XT8634T1,

A Campany, 1-3§ Infantry located a base eemp containing 3 huts, 15' by 304 with
buniksre, wapena parta, documents, blackboards and olothing. The docwmnts were
gveguated, -4 VG Wdinz in a wall in tha base comp was killed during the search of
the area. At 2040 howrs, A Sompany, 1-16 Infantyy received one incaming rifle
grenade vicinity: XPB77463 resulting in ome WIA. Norters and M79 rounds were fired

in peturn with unimown rosults, The 2.28 Infantry established an NDP vicinity
%2€8272; the 16 Infantry at XTOT5LB3 emd the 1«4 Cavelry at X1855L43, The remaine
‘der of 0% June 1967 passed without incidant.

06 June 196] = The 3¢ Brigace contimisd Opuratio» SLEFIRLD, The 1-16 Infantry
goncuc WO company size Search and Destroy op.+ ..ons in A0 B ard B vicinity
XT8LSLYO and XTB55UT0 respectively. The 2-28 Infunucy conducted Ssarch and Destroy
oparati-ns in A0 A, vicinity XT620460, The 1l Covalry conduciad Scardh and Distroy
operationo 4n A0 B, vicinmity XT855460. At 0518 hours, vicinity X1837463, A Cempany
2-28 Infantry located a company.sise bass camp gomtaining clothing, amounit’ of
rica; hadr ¢lippers and L CBU's, A1l items wore destroyeds While swesping Highway
13,2#2 Infantry locatdd and romovad 3 road hlocks, two at XT792423 and the third
vicinity XT762405s B Campony 242 Infantry swapt and secured Highway 13 frem FUB 33
to Lad Kke, complating at 1031 howrs, Whils sweapinz the rosd, two 20 pownd shape
charzes, vicindty XT792L26, two slectrios), pressure type devices with wires, vicinity
XT793450, and an anti-perscnpel mine vioinity XT793422 wera- located and destroyed,
At 0958 hours, vicinity XT877ULS, G Troop l-L-Covalry located and destr.yed a bass
camp_avntiiving 3 bynkors, 3 slecping positions, 3 flywheals, 1 bioyols, S foxholss
and % ton sorap {ron, Documents locatad wore evacuated. At 1105 Heurs, vicinity
X78LAL6S, A Campany 2-28 Infantry, looceled and destroyed a hut containing 40O lbs
of unpolished rices At 1120 hcurs, vieinity XT871466, A Troop, lel Cavalry located
& larze tunnal complex. There wore nagctive findings in tha tonnel and 1t was
destroysd. At 1129 hours, vioinity XP65477, C Company 116 Infantry locatad and
dastroyed an old base camp with 20 bymkers.- At 1210 hours, visinity XT640490,
Company B, 1~16 /Infantry located and dastroysd B ox cartee At 1510 hours, vicinity
X1867U76, C Comgeny, 1-16 Infantry Jocated and destroyed o' eahpeny sivs base camps
Documants, mecdical supplies, and cne himgmade singls shot wa..pon were foyund in the
ares and evacuated. 4t 1744 hours, vieinity FT79LL3T7, B cm( 2.2 Infantry located
and dastroyed an anti-tank mine. At 2@S hours, vicinity XT55iL3, the 1.k Cavalry
NDP racsived L to 5 incoming moptar ypunds. Counter mortar fire wss returned with
unknowm results, There wre ppgativ) US casunlties or damage, All battalions defend-
od the sams NDP's and th: remainder of ‘the &th of Juna 1967 possed without inoident

07 June 1967 ~ The 3d prigode continued Operation BLUIFIELD, The 1-16 Infantry
conductad Saarch and Destroy Gpexatiens in the Bastern purt of AC b, vicinity XT6Y5-
k90, The 2.28 Infantry copducted Search and Destroy opsrations in the ‘iastern part,
of L0 A, vieinity XT875W4S, At 0343 hours, vicinidy XTES5LL3, the 1y Cavalry NP
received 6 incoming morter younds, tut suffered no oasoultiss xr damege. Atr 0752
hours, vicinity IT792L25, i .Company 2-2 Infantry located and dostroyed a ghicom 30 1b
cnti-tank ming ond four antye=personsel mines, it OBLOhours, vicinity JT6BOLSL, the
Recon Matoon, -1-16 Infantry ldoated and ‘destroyed 11 rounds of 57 MM.receilloos
rifle spenmidtion and 5 US hanggronades, At O8L6 hours, vieinity XT§52U432, A Cempany
2.2 Infantry located and destroyed one Chicom 20 1b claymore with 20 1bs of INT rige
ged far camend detonations A Compeny, 2-28 Infontry located and' destroyed several
small base camps throughout ths day in the vioinity of X7836u62, Threa 60 MM mortar
rounds and three Chicom eranades found in ths area.were evacuasted, At 0900 Rours,
vicinity XT889L51, C Troop, 1=l Cavelry located and destreyed 20 bunkers, The 2~ 2
Infontry had Hishway 13 cleared and securad from PSh 33 to Lai Khe by 0512 hours,

At O30 huurs, vicinity XTB8SLEL, € Company, 1-1G Infantry found and evasuated &

230 volt menoraters At 0930 how's, visinity ¥P84Li76, A Compeny, 1-16 Infantry jocate
od and destroyed & company sie base comp conteining o kitchen and (Pbunkep, A total
of 25 beer ean typ: handmrenades) - round, 1-1C$ round and assorted smill arma
ammunition were locoted and destroyed. A L5 colibor pistel, rifle (type pnknown)
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and parts for a 38 caliber pistol were located amd evaoustede At 1050 hours,
vicifity X7685L91, C Company, 1-16 Infantry located and destroyeq U unserviceable
shot ,» At 1318 hours, vicinity XT827507, Company B, 2428 Infantry located and
dasthoyed ona hcmemade shotgun, two benpalore torpedoes, 15 rounds of 50 caliber
and 40 rounds of 20 M¥ ammunition, Seventy-five pounds of Loose unmill-d riocs wus
also destroyede A+ 1329 houre, vicinity XT887439, A Troop, 1= Cavalry Je:ated and
dastioyed one hut, one bunker, ome bisycle frame, cocler pot, bamboo traps, 1=155
MM and 1-60 MM mortar round, it 1345 hours, vicinity XT857471, A Company, 1«16
Infantry locatad & small base camp containing 8 ruck sacks, one Chicom olaymore,

one box of 30 caliber ammunition, one Chicom srenade, five bunkers and 4OC meters

of trenchline. One of tha ruck sacks contained propagenda materisl and was evacuited.
At 1508 hqurs, vieinity XT082481, C Compony, le16 Infantry located and destroyed two
horpamade mines along with sums web gear. At 1516 homrs, vicinity Xv83648k, A Compony
2428 Infantry located and evocusted 1 1b of decumentss At 1552 hours,vicinity
XT076h3Y5 A Troop, 1=l Cavalry fired on one VG with a cannistor round with unimown
rosults, At 1630 hours, vicinity XT67242lL, A Troop, lel Cavalry located a small
base, camp containine 5 bunkers, a garden ope 105 MM round, chopsticks and some
recent newspapers.. 5t 1732 hours, vicinity XT86W47k, A Company, 1-16 Infantry
located and deat’ oyed two handgronades and two RPG roundse At 1535 hours, vicinity
xT834475, an ambush patrol frem A Company, 2-28' Infantry made contact with en
unimown size VO force msulting 4n one US Wile Smell arms, mortars and artilléry
waro fired into the area with unknown results, All battalions defended the same,
NDP!s, The remainder of 7 Jurs 1967 passed without. incident,

08 June 1967 - Tha 3d Girizads continu.. Opsration BLUSFIELD., The 2.2 Infantry
continued to secure FSP 33 and clearcdamd seoured Highway 13.from FSB 33 to Lai Khe
by 0830 hourse The 2-28 Infantry conducled Search and Destroy operations in AO's
B and D, vicinity XT6L5L90 and XT8595L70 respsctively, The 1k Cavalry continuvad
Search and Destroy operation in L0 F, vieinity XTE75LLS. The 1-16 Infantry, after
extensive ariillery preparation, conducted a two compsny 2ir assault into LZ
victnity XT872510, commencing at 0910 hcurs and closing at OSU? hours, At 0835
hours, vicinity XT64SL72, & Gompany, 2-28 Infantry lonted and destroyed two
boobytrappec Chicom handgrenades, &t 0810 hours, vicinity XT86643S, A Troop, 1~k
Cavalry located and destroyed two huts, two bunksrs, a boobytrappad box and two
20 1b bags of polished rice, At 0900 hours, vicinity XTEL6LS3, A Company, 2-20
Infentry Llocated and dsatroyed 10 foxholes and 3 huts. At 0938 howrs, vicinity
XT869423, A Troop, 1-4 Cavalry located end destroyed 2 bunkers, 161 MM dud, 1105
MM.dud, 1 mine detaector and 1 bieycles At 1043 hours, vicinity XP8L3L6L, B Company
2.28 Infantry located and destroyed a base camp containing S huts, 25 bunkers,
500 1bg of polished rice and 2 VC grenades, At 13Phours, vicinity XT877455, C Troop
1.} Cavalry lomted a lerge base o eontaining 25 bunkers and 75 meters of trenche
Mne. At 1343 howrs, vicinity XT846L6T, B Company 2.X Infantry located and destroyed
tWo cooking huts, 1000 lbs of polished rice, 100 lbs of salt and 2000 lbs of unpolished
rices At 2427 heurs, vicindty XT02947C, C Company, 2488 Infantry loczted and destroyed
S boobytrapped handgrenades and 100 handgrenades. At 145k hours, vicinity XT835477
A Company 2«28 Infantry located and destroyed §OO=50 1b bags of peanuts, At 1459
hours, vicinsty XTOL7L459, B Company, 2-28 Infantry located and evacuated a can of
documents and cne chicom bolt action rifle with bayomet, At 1505 hours, vicinity
XT65LL38, A Troop, 1~ Cavalry received ome WHA and one KHA from a boobytrapped 60MM
mortar’round, At 1525 hours, vicinity XT877455, C Troop, i-l Cavalry located and
evacuyated a diarye At 1539 hours, vicinity XT855465, B Company, 2-28 Infantry located
ah@’evacuated a FRC 10 set on  frequency 46e50, At 1546 hours, vicinity XT872452,
C Troop 1-4 Cavalry lecated a base camp contadning 12 bunkers, 3-108 rounds, 6 CBU's,
3«155 rounds, 2-01 MM rounds, 1-60 MM round, 3 mauser rifles, 1 rusted ‘shotgun and
ok Gelman semi-automatic carbine. At 1850 hours, vicinity XP861482, ¢ Company 1-16
Infantry lccatad o civilian type Wllys dbep license number GS1500, At 2318 hours
C Trbop 1=l Cavalry spotted one indivadual'about 30'meters from the parimeter of the
NDP,, _M79'rounds were fired Wi th unimown results. At 1654 hours, both companies of
1-16; g.p'try canpleted their airlift back to the battalion NDP, All battalions
defanded the same NDP's, The remainder of the 8th of June passed without incident,

09 Juta 1967 = The 3d Brigade concluded Operation BLIEFIELD by extracting all units
from,th eld,locations. Th3 l=l Cavalry daparted their NDP at 0730 hours, and
moyéd by road to PHU L0I, The main body closed &t 1335 hours and the trail party
clésdd at 2020 hours. The Squadron became OPCON of the lst Division upon ¢losing
A% 3215 hours, vicinity XT8L8363, an SP 4O MM gun from A 5.2 Artillery hit a rond
ming Fesulting in minor damage to the vehicle. At 0833 hours, vicinity ¥T769410,

A Cimpany, 2-2 Infantry located and destroyed 3 anti-psrsonnel mimnes rigged for
cianid detonations At 0853 hours, vicinity XT793k2l, an APC from A Company, 2-2
Infdritry hit a 105 MM dud rizged as a rocd mine, resulting in minor damage to the

/é/
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wehicle, An additional 105 i1 round was destroyed, A4 0517 hours, vicinity
X1789410, A Company, 2-2 Infantry locatad and destroyed one ontietank mins ond ome
shape sharge rizwed for cammand dotonation. The 1-16 Infantry was extracted from L2
16 commoneing at 0950 hours and closed IAI KHE at 11 hourss The 2-28 Infantry was
airlifted from IZ 28 commwneing ot 1326 hours and closing IAT KiE at 1L11 howrs. At
134 hours, the 2-2 Infantry, 2~33 Artillery (4) and A Battery 86 Artillery deperted
¥SB 33 and wlosed LAT KIE at. 1554 hoursi

6, SUPPORTING FORCES:

a, Artillery: The operation was supported by 2433 Artillerys 615
Artillory, reinforeings 1-5 Artillary, GSR; C-6426 Artillery; GS. Artillery fires
were planned on all 1348 during the operaticn, Artiliary fires were uved extensively
in support of grounc forces. A total of 6676 rounds of 105 MM and 3513 rounds of
155 MM were oxponded,

bs Adr Forces The Adr Forcs provided aerial observation and reconneissance
throushout the oporaticne Alr Foros ordnande wes used in'preporation of LZ's and
in support of gr:und forces, 4 total of 73 close air sippart acrtlss were flown in
conjunction with the operatime. '

90 E?SULTSR
8, Personnel Lossaes:

(1) US Losses: 1 KHA 2 WHA
(2) VG Losses: 1 KIA (BC)

be EqQuipwent Losses:

(1) US Lossest 1cne
(2) VC Lossas:

(a) Weaponss
Homemade Shotguns
Homemade Rifles
45 Caliber Pistol
30 caliber Pistol
Shaotguns
7+(¢ Chicom Pifle
Germon Mruser Rifles
british infield Rifles

8
3
3
2

Dastrcyed

[ 0 20N 2 BN R BN B ]

VY = PPN

(+) Ammmnizvions
Chicom Handranndss
50 Galiber immo Rounds
7.62 Rounds
7092 Rounds
CBu
AT Mines
30 1b Shaps Charges
20 1b Shape Char.;es
30 faliber Rounds
8 inch rounds
105 MM Reunds
Bder Can Grenades
60 MM Rounds
Handheld Flares
55 Gallon Drum Explosivss
55 Gellon Drum CS
US Handaoranade
i*ine Detonators
AP Mines
155 M Rounds
S7 ¥M Rounds
T (Pounds)
Chicem Claynores
Slasting Saps'
PG Rounds

REEw
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N

N
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bangalores

20 ¥M Rounds

Domd Fuze

01 MH Mortar Rounds
100 1b Bomb

500 1b Bamb Casings
Carbine Magasinos
WiR Magasines

-

EENHWRO N

(6) Food Stulfss
Unpolishad ndoe {pounds)
Solad oil (gallords)
C-Rations (ohns)
Salt (pounds)
Pounuts (tons)

5015
2
6

100
20

LN BN TN B

(d) Doouments found tlroughout the operaticn wele avacuzted
through S-2 chamals,

(o) Miscollane-uss
US' Proteoctive Mask
Miners Lamp
VC Flazs
Tonls Miscellansous
Electric Generater
Ruck Sack
Willys Jeep
2% Ton International Truock
Llackboords
6 Volt DBatterias
Cumbat Doots (pair)
Hedr Clippors

[ 20 2 TN TN N TN T I I N BN BN BN BN ol o ol N

2

2

2

1
Holmet Liner 1
Canteen 1
Poncho Liners 2
SGuitar 1
Steel Beinforcing Rods (ton) ¥
Flywheels 3
Ox Carts 8
Lantern 1
Cups & Saucers 61
Galvnized Drum 1l
Sleeping Dags L
Rica Dowls - 5

Miscellanacus trrctor parts were evacunted, and a small amount
of clotming was destroyed,

10, ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS'

a. Supply: Resupply was conducted by 8ir and road. No supply problems
were ancounterods

b, NMaintenance: No maintznance problems were enccuntered durine the
operaticn,

¢s Treatment of Casualiies, Evacuntion ana Hospitalization: No unusual
problems were encountered with medical evacuntion or treatment of the wounded,

de Transportation: No major transportation problems were encountered
during the operation.

@. Communicationss Throughout the operatim no problems were encountered
with communications botwsen the Brigads CP and the various battalions,

2le SRECIAL EQUIPMINT /ND TRCHNIQUES: No spacisl equipment or techniques were
enmployed dur: 8 oparation.

12, COMMANIERS ANALYSISt Operation SLIEFIZLD was initiated to close with tho
CONFIDEMNT/IAL
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273d VC Regiment which hd baen reportec in the crea of the operation, Howswver, the

V2 had movad outh, of the ares prior to the beginning of the oparction leaving behind
care=takar forces in tha base camps,

Although 1ittle domage was dome to the VC, all units geinsd much needed
expoerdence’ in the proparation for and conduct of an adrmobile assault, resupply
operaticns, and junple combat opsrations.

ésé}!u \Jy\\U&wﬁs S

Colonel, Infnntry
Coemonding,
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DEFPARTMERT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS 15T INFANTRY DIVISION
APQ San Francisco 96345

AVDB=CG

SUBJECT: Fundamentale of Infantry Tactics

70: Brigade, Battalion, and Company Commanders

1., Swift and enduring lessons in tactics are taught by the Viet Cong,
tat combat experience is a hard and costly school. I am concerned that as
our leaders rotate, our battle-won wisdom shrinks. However, I am convinced
that if we help successor leaders to grasp a few tactical principles and
basic techniques, victory--and comparatively inexpensive victory--will inva-
riably crown our future undertakings. Therefore, I have asked a group of
seasoned office.s to draw up the enclosed compendium based on their combat
experiences. I direct euch of you to study it carefully, and to use it as
your guideline for operations and training.

2, I will expect to find in your command, at the minimum, evidence of
your attention to and emphasis upon:

a, Exploiting artillery and air firepower for all missions.
b. Maintaining security and dispersion under all circumstances.

¢. Moving to contact with particular care to find the enemy with
scouts,

d. Controlling advanced elements tightly, so that at any time pre-
cise position of units is known, and immediate use of air and artillery is
possible.

e. Searching the battlefield with system and thoroughness.

f. Digging defensive positions which are well fortified to the
front and overbead, with weapons sited painstakingly for maximm surprise
and flanking fire upon an assaulting enemy.

3. The hallmarks of lst Division leaders, our distinctive professional
traits, have been (1) violent, massive firepower; (2) firm control of maneu-
ver at all times; (3) security under all conditions; (4) cloverleaf patrol-
1ing; and (5) deep foxholes with full frontsl berm overhead cover, and 45
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SUBJECT: Fundamentals

degree firing ports.
endowed is my most serious responsibility, and yours.

4 Incl

1.
2,

3.
L.

The Enemy

Big Red One
Battle Principles
Defense

Offense

of Infantry Tactics
That future leaders of the Big Red One are similarly

J. He HAY
MG, USA
Commanding
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THE ENEMY

1, INTELLIGENCE IS FOR ALL COMMAMDERS: The tactical area of interest

(TAOI) of the 1st Division encompasses BINH DUONG Province—the seedbed of
armed communism in Vietnam--eastern War Zone C, western War Zone D, and the
infiltration routes through BINH LONG and PHUOC LONG Provinces. Table I
identifies the principal Viet Cong formations operating within the TAOI,
both main force and local force. 1lst Division leaders should take advantagze
of every available opportunity to learn about %hese units, and their
strengths and weaknesses. In this war, intelligence cannot be relegated to
staff speclalists; it governs our tactics no less than our plans and opera-
tions,

2, MAIN FORCE UNITS: a. Since 1962 the Viet Cong have relied strate-

gically or main force units of regiment and division size, composed of full
time goldiers., The 9th Light Infantry Division, among the oldest and most
successful of the VC main force organizations, operated during 1965 north of
SAIGON down to the metropolitan suburbs. Since 1965 operations of the lst
Division have driven the Sth Division northward, away from the centers of
population, into the jungles of War Zones C and D. A series of tactical de-
feats by the 1st Division have seriously depleted the regiments of the 9th
Division, and its original South Vietnamese soldiers have been replaced by
North Vietnamese to a significant degree, especially among the cadre and
leaders,

b. Msin force units normally operate in elements no smaller than

battalion, and are well equipped with a full range of modern infantry

74
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weapons, including heavy machine guns, mortars, and recoilless rifles.
Within the War Zones, 120mm mortars have been encountered, and artillery and
artillery rockets also must be expected. Unit communication equipment—-
largsly wire, with some radios—-is adequate. Some weakneases may iie in the
morale, motivation, and state of training of the VC soldiers within main
force units stemming from tensions between Northeriers and Southerners,
continued deprivation of the pleasures of civilization, lack of familiarity
with the terrain, disease, and in some instances starvation. These
occasionally detract from unit efficiency, but not dependably so.

3. LOCAL, FORCE UNITS: The Viet Cong continue to wage intensive war

with full time guerrillas (organized usvally into district companies or pro-
vincial battalions), part-time guerrillas (usually district companies), and
village militia (clandestine activists). Local force units are often, but
not always, poorly equipped in most respects, but the local force guerrilla
can be a better trained, more resolute foe than his main force counterpart.
The style of the main force is regimental atitack or ambush; that of the lo-
cal fores a two-man claymore attack or a road mining. The strength of the
local force is the guerrilla's ability, through long familiarity with his
own neighborhood, to merge with the populace or fade quickly into a base
camp once he strikes.

L, BASE CAMPS: a, For both main force and local force units, base
camps are essential for survival. Deeply rooted in Communist doctrine is
the importance of a "secure base area” for guerrilla operations. The local
force units tend to place their reliance on numercus small camps dispersed

throughout their areas of operations. In BINH DUONG Province virtually every

L
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patch of woods consoeals at least one small circular entrenchment with asso-
ciated bunkers and tunnels, and each lccal force unit has at least cne ela-
borately fortified refuge; larger units have a tunnel complex in which their
hospital and headquarters are located. Some of these tunnels are more than
20 years old, and many are hundreds of meters in length. Losal force base
camps are usually extensively booby trapped, and often protected by punji
pits. Main force base camps are usually not so well guarded by mines; they
are, of course, larger, and frequently include training facilities, such as
rifle ranges and classrooms. Having constructed numerous, well fortified,
pre-stocked base camps throughout his area of operations, the enemy may
shift his forces as the situation dictates, either for offemnsive or for
defensive reasons.

b. Any defended Viet Cong base camp presents a formudable prcblem
to attackers. One local force squsd has been Jnown to withstand asssult by
two US infantry companies, and even a VC sniper or two, firing from within
a mined camp, can inflict numerous casualties on a maneuvering force.
Obliteration of local base camps and surrounding jungles using bulldozers
has unquestionably been effective., Fowever, our attempts tc demolish base
camps, using explosives, have been comparatively unsuccessful. Evidence
suggests that the enemy soon re-enters and restores partially damaged base
camps unless constant patrolling, or other US counter-action prevents him.

5, COMMUNICATION-LIAISON ROUTES: The military organization of the

enemy is patterned after the cellular organization of the Communist party.
General dissemination of combat intelligence, and even information on Viet
Cong dispositions is rare; leaders are discouraged from inquiring into
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situations beyond their own unit and area of operation. Accordingly, fixed
communication-~liaison routes assume great importance to the Viet Cong units
moving from one zone to another, since they must usually follow an esta-
blished chain of base camps using a series of guides to pass from one area
to the other. Supply parties and messengers follow the same routes; fre-
quent "cut-outs" and transfer points are prescribed. US interdiction of
such routes invariably causes confusion and dismay.

6. YVC ATTACKS: Viet Cong offensive operations are usually launched

from a base camp, and participating troops are well rehearsed in withdra-
wal routes, primary and alternate, from the point of attack to the same or
another base camp. It is important to appreciate that all enemy military
doctrine is couched in offensive terminology. Viet Cong "counter sweep"
operations—-the posture the Viet Cong assume to defend against large search
and destroy operations——are described in their orders and other documents
in terms of attacks by small groups upon the advancing enemy. In practice,
this means the enemy units dispatch small elements to conduct harassing
counter-attacks with mortars, rifle grenades, claymores, and other mines

as the situation permits. This tactic is intended to maintain close eon-
tact with our forces, thus reducing vulnerability to our fires. Counter
sweepa also visualize the gradual intensification of harassing acti~s up
to and including all out attacks upon our forces once they appear fatigued
or depleted, and their strengths and vulnerabilities have been accurately
appraised. The terminology "attack" embraces any means of producing casual~
ties among allied forces, including setting pressure mines in the road.

Mortar attacks on US bases, both artillery field positions ~nd our permanent
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bases, is a preferred Viet Cong mode of offensive action. A meeting engage-
ment outside fortifications with Viet Cong forces larger than platoon is
rare, but there have been at least three instances in the past year of a
Viet Cong force engaging, by what appeared to be an impromptu ambush, a US
rifle company patrolling in the jungle. The Viet Cong prefer better odds
and more carefully reconnoitered and planned operations. One favored form
is the regimental ambush of a vehicular column on a road--a tactic to which
the 9th Light Infantry Division resorted three times in the course of two
months in the summer of 1966. fnother preference is a regimental assault
upon a US defensive position. Post-battle analysis suggests that the enemy
plans his mineuver basically on terrain information, that is, knowing we
were occupying a position in a given clearing, he maneuvered into position
to attack the clearing. However, usually his attack was preceded by ground
reconnaissance and probes designed to single out locations of our automatic
weapons, and identify weak points in our defense. Invariably, his attacks
were preceded by intense mortaring and numerous volleys from direct fire
weapons., His assault, when it was launched, was delivered over a wide front,
but he concentrated a large mass of his infantry in considerable depth upon
one small sector of our position in an effort to penetrate at that point. A
number of these large scale attacks were launched in the early morning hours,
as though the attackers expected to capitalize upon the first daylight during
the latter stages of their assauit, when they had penetrated our position.
The assault itself was intense and aggressively pressed, with heavy reliance
being placed on hand grenades as well as the submachine gun. All these
attacks were markedly unsuccessful; enemy initiated ground attacks were the

greatest single source of enemy losses over the past year.
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TABLE I PRINCIPAL VIET CONG FORCES 1ST INFANTRY DIVISION TAOI
MAIN FORCES AREA OF OPERATIONS REMARKS

9th VC Division
271st VC Regiment
2724 VC Regiment
273d VC Regiment

T7th NVA Division
52d NVA Regiment
141st NVA Regiment
165th NVA Regiment

101st NVA Regiment

LOCAL FORCES
PHU LOI Battalion

C61 Company
Cé2 Company
C63 Company
CéL Company
C70 Company
€81 Company

POLITICAL HEADQUARTERS

COSVN

War Zones C&D

PHUOC LONG and BINH
LONG Province
War Zone C

War Zone (C&D

BINH DUONG Province

South BEN CAT District
CHANH THANH District
LAI THIEU District
DAU TIENG District
BINH LONG

North BEN CAT District

Located in War Zone C

)

A highly mobile light infantry divi-
sion which normally conducts regi-
mental size operations. Oldest VC
division in the III Corps Tactical .
Zone, this division has been the 1lst
Infantry Division's primary opponent.

Elements of this division entered
the Corps Tactical Zone in 1965. It
is believed the division was formed
during 1966. Ridden with disease,
this unit is only just begimning to
be a combat effective unit.

Independent mobile regiment formerly
under the operational control of the
9th VC Division.

A well trained, high morale provin-
cial battalion. The lst Infantry
Division has had frequent contacts
with this battalion. It is the
principal local force battalion in
the division area,

Viet Cong district companies which
vary in strength from 50 to 120 men.
These companies are armed with mixed
weapons. Their combat effectiveness
varies from the highly proficient
with high morale to those which are
combat ineffective in other than
platoon level operations. These com-
panies operate within their districts
and reinforce the hamlet and village
guerrillas.,

Political and military headquarters
directing all military and political
elements of the Viet Cong effort in
the majority of South Vietnam,




TABLE I (continmued)
POLITICAL UARTERS

Military Region I

Military Regiom IV

Military Region 10

AREA OF OPERATIORS

located in War Zone D

Located in Scutheastern
BINKH DUOWG

Probably located in
PHUOC LONG

/ %

REMARES

Subordinate to COSVN, Controls and
directs VC activity in all of the
I1T Carps area except SAIGON, BINH
LONG, BINH TUY, and PHUOC LONG areas

Controls VC activity, political and
military, in SAIGON and its surroun-
ding district.

New region in two northernmost pro-
vinces of III Corps area~~BINH LONG
and PHUCC LONG training and recupera-
tion base for infiltrating units.
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1.

3.

L.

5.

BIG RED ONE BATTLE PRINCIPLES

Infantry, armor, and Army aviation find the enemy.
Air and artillery kill the enemy.

Battalion commanders must know unit locations within 10

meters at all times,
Keep nlans and schemes of maneuver simple.
Put your back to a landing zone.

Foxholes are deep, proverly sited, camouflaged, have full

overhead cover and a frontal protective berm,

/73
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DEFENSE

1, TEAMWORK: The 1st Division has earned well a reputation for build-
ing sound defenses, and fighting from them magnificently. But reputation
will never defeat an attacking Viet Cung force. Perhaps more than any other
type of operation, successful defense hinges on sound planning, hard prepara-
tory work, vigorous execution, and aggressive follow-up at every level:

#The rifleman whose shovel, muscle, weapon, and courage are the
foundation of the defense,

#The NCO whose kiow-how shapes and ties together the position, who
leads the defenders at the point of decision.

#The company officer who lays out the position, and controls the
infantry weapons.,

#The battalion commander who selects key weapon positions, arranges
artillery concentrations, and pre-planned air, and commands the fight on the
ground.

*The brigade commander who supervises preparation, and manages from
the air fires and exploiting maneuver,

2. THE US COUNTER TO INEMY ATTACK: The Viet Cong are a tough and wily

foe from whom surprises are to be expected. Nonetheless, their doctrine and
training seems to compel them to foliow a pattern. Usually their attacks are
preceded by reconnaissance and light probes designed to delineate our posi-
tions, locate our key weapons, and identify weak snots in our line. They then
bring their mortars and recoilless rifle well forward, and lay them directly
on specific US weapons whose positions they fix during the reconnaissance.

Their attack itself is heralded by intense fires from these heavy weapons,

/7%
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TABLE I VC ATTACK & US COUNTER
ENEMY TACTIC L1ST DIVISION DEFENSE
(1) *Reconnaissance: probes, harassment, (1) *Counter-recon securiiy screen:

pre-attack targeting

IP & OP's trip flares and clay-
mores

*Camouflaged positions

*Fire discipline

(2) #Indirect fire: mortars, recoilless (2) *Overhead cover

rifles, rifle grenades

\3) *Direct fire: recoilless rifles, (3) *Camouflaged positions

RPG, MG, claymores

#Low silhouettes
*Mull frontal berms

(4) *Prontal assault: SMG and grenades; (4) *Wire and other obstacles

concentrated infantry

*Trip flares

*Claymores

*Full frontal bhernms
*Flanking, grazing fire
*Positions in depth
*Large caliber direct fire

12
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followed by a frontal assault of the US line. The assault infantry are
normally led by submachine gunners firing continuously from the hip as they
run, supplemented by grenadiers, 1lst Division defenses are designed to
frustrate both cnemy heavy weapons, and enemy infantry assault. Table I
out,lines the me2as by which we counter specific enemy tacties:

3. £IGHTING POSITIONS: The Big Red One fighting position adheres to

the following principles:

a. A frontal protective berm to deflect direct fire.

b. Porty-five degree firing ports.

¢. Full overhead cover.

d. Camouflaged tc blend into the background.

e. Low silhouette,

f. Permits "Bee Hive" rounds to be fired without endangering
occupants.

g. Is continually improved so long as position is occupied.

L. SITE GELECTION: Difficulty with an individual position--inability
Yo perform mission or extensive labor--usually starts with poor choice of
site. Leaders must look for the ground with best command of long graze in
their sector, and emplace their automatic weapons there, They should also
look for natural cover and concealment for positicns, and use it well. Each
machine gun should be protected by at least two rifle positions. Positions
should be sited in depth, that is, displaced from front t «cear 50~50 meters
from one another, as in the following idealized diagrams (Figures 1 and 2).
It is not sufficient for a company commander, platoon leader, or squad leader
to simply locate his unit upon the general trace of a perimeter and begin to
/76
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Figure 1. Positions on level ground
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Figure 2, Positions on uneven ground
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dig. These leaders must dewelop a sensitivity for the defensiws possibility

of any piece of ground thelr unit occupies. They must visualize how the
defense of their assigned sector will develop. They must be alsrt to the
slightest changes in the lie of the terrain; by moving the tentative location
of a position as little as five feet, a fine field of fire may develop, or
there may be provided a site sffering classic cover and conceslment. Isaders
must develop the facility to visuaiize the role each position will play in
the defense, and how the whole sector will interloeck into a coo::dinated sys-
tem of mutually supportingz positions. They mmst walk the terrain, identify
avenues of approach, and calculate how to defeat enemy assault on those
approaches. In selecting his position the ccmmender will, if possible, avoid '
pushing the defensive perimeter out to the tree line at the edge of a clearing.
Well dug-im positions in the open, covered by listéning posts in the forest,
take ~dvantage of available fields of fire, and are also less vulnerable to
attack by mortars since tree bursts cannot impact directly upaon the unit. ine
commander will site his fighting positions to form a perimeten in depth, avoid-
ing a lineal or regular circle configuration, and to interlock pasitions for
maximum mutual support by flanking and covering fires among individual posi-
tions. He will take steps to insure that eaeh soldier will know his own field
of fire and that of supporting positions, and that each of the subordinate
leaders will know the same information for all the positions unaer his command,
plus the planned mortar and artillery fires (to include planned “bee-hive"
fires) which can support his area of responsibility. Normally, he will estab-
1ish a unit SOP for the defense and follow it, but any SOP must provide for
siting or checking key positions by the defense commander, and lis designating
7§
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which shall be two, three,. or four man positions.

5. SHEQUENCE OF WORK: a. 'Select site. 'Primary concern is fields of

fire, but look also ‘for natural cover and concealment for each position. Walk
key machine gun final protective lines to check the. selected position, and to
identify dead space.

b. Plan camouflage. Calculate how position will be blended into
background, and establish paths for approaching site, for pitching tents,
and for passing forward to clear fire lanes,

¢. Dig a foxhole throwing uwp spoil to form a berm, which is progres-
sively packed; formed,; and apertured,

d, Cliear (or preferable selectively thin out) fields of fire, to
provide fire lane down each FPL, and.observation over the whole assigned sector.

e. Complete walking FFL's and prepare range cards.

f. Emplace ¢laymores, a minimum of one per man.

g. BHmplace wire. 4 frontal perimeter barrier line of trip flares,
plus concertina (if available), and obstacles along the friendly side or each
FPL. '

h. Continue to improve foxhole. Stock hole with ammo, providing
storage niches,

i. Put overhead cover on foxhcles,

j. Complete camouflage of front.

k. Dig entrance trench, and supplementary hole(s), and camouflage them.

1. Camouflage tents and paths«

m. Dig communications trenches and réserve positions and camouflage.

Camouflage will be replaced as needed, berm improved as appropriate, covered

16
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fireteam will use overwatch within the fireteam (half moving and half over-
watehing). The forward movement i3 by bounds. This type of movement again
allows the minimum number of men to become engaged by the same source of
firepower at once, and someone to return fire immediately. When this squad
hes woved 100 t0.200 meters. depending on terrsin, the squad leader will set
up a defense position 2nd send his fireteams, one at a time, to the flanks in
a cloverleaf. The fireteam (cloverleafing) will advance using the overwatch
within the fireteam (half moving and helf in 2 position overwatching). The
ovner rirsteam will always be overwatching. When this action is completed,
he will call the platoon leader wiio will displace the platoon forward, fol-
lowed by the company until contact is made with the point. As soon as contact
is made with the point, it will move out again repeating the same steps, The
company will, upon closing on the point squad, set out security immediately
and then send patrols out to the flanks. (Each rifle platoon will send a
patrol to both fianks.) The patrols will go out, depending on terrain, no
lesz than /O meters. The rear platoon will, in addition to cloverleafing,
gsend security to the rear., The platoon directly behind the company Hg group
should send security to secure the command group. '“hen all clover-leaf pat-
rols have returned, the company commander must be notified so that he can
move the company forward upon the call from the point element. This type of
movemsnt is slow and requires practice, good control and lots of patience:
however, time and again, units using the cloverleaf have scouted out the enemy,
destroyed him by fire, and then maneuvered in upon his positions without
serious casualties. The cloverleaf method is slow. The company depicted
(Meure 1) will cover only about 2000 meters in eight hours of advancing. Some
/ {0
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commanders who have elected to advance otherwise have taken heavy casualties
in their lead platoon and suffered mcre attempting to extricate them. It

is difficult to outline the application of the clover-leaf principle which
would correspond to every situation. The preceding example is mersly illust-
rative., Occasions will arise when greater speed of movement will be dictated
by mission, terrain, or enemy situation. The clover-leaf principle holids
that the rifle company will advance preceded by patrols in all directions.
Successfi:l employment of the clover-leaf principle requires intense practice:
sand tables or chalk drills at platoon ana company level, and practical exer-
cises on terrain, as often as possible. Succez:s slso reoquirss patience of
commanders at battalion level and above, for they must accept the inherently‘

slower pace of advance which adherence to the clover-leaf principle demands.
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L. ACTIONS UPON CONTACT, Enemy contact in the jungle usually occurs

at point blank range, and more often than not the enemy will enjoy advan-
tages of fortifications, snipers in trees, communication trenches, and
minefields to his front and flanks. It is imperative that upon contact,
at all echelons, teamwork begins as follows:

a. Company in contact. High volume of fire in direction of enemy,
not neglecting trees, Immediately mark most advanced elements and flanks
with smoke. Report direction (magnetic azimith) to enemy, and range from
one marking. Initiute artillery fire mission. Withdraw to place at least
50 meters between most forward element and enemy. Straighten line parallel
to enemy line, or to desired air strike runs. Report estimated enemy strength,
equipment, and direction withdrswal (if any).

b. Pattalion commander. Immediately request FAC, air strikes, and
artillsry observer. Locate precisely bv map grid point of contact and mark
for FAC, Initiate artillery blocking fires, if company FO has not done so.
Rert reserves, medical evacuation aviation, and emergency resupply. Control
air strikes if company cormander not in rosition to do so.

c. Commanders at all echelons. Aggressive instincts to flank the
enemy position mist be curbed. Once the enemy position is established, all
commanders must strain their resources to bring available fires to bear on
the enemy. Each commander from company on up must be capable of employing
air and artillery, practiced in utilizing the channels of communications
for each, and quick to initiate action to bring each into play. The most
crucial information which the unit in contact must supply is the direeticn
in which the enemy is withdrawing. Based on this sensing, commanders at
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higher echelons deliver fires to block the avenue of enemy withdrawal or
reinforcement., Fires are shifted outward from the point of contact progres-
sively, and are discontinued only when, in the judgment of the battalion or
brigade commander, the enemy has escaped. The inception of a heavy volume of
artillery fire, and sustained fire can be facilitated by (1) "walking" fires
in advance of and to the flanks of the unit as it moves to contact, and (2)
keeping the artillery shooting despite use of air in the target srea. Upon
contact, time should not be wasted on prolonged attempts to fix precise tar-
gets, It is imperative that the supporting fires be initiated immediately.
They can be initiated at a greater distance and subsequently is worked toward
the unit as the situation clarifies. Battalion and brigade commanders must
continually keep informed of the location of friendly fire support bases;
and periodically war game the simultaneous employment of air and artillery
in the event of contact. As a rule, artillery should never be cut off to
facilitate delivery of air; rather, it should be shifted to augment the aix
in a blocking role. Constantly adjusted air-avtillery fire control lines
c¢an e employed, Experience confirms that onee aviillery is out off in favae
of air, excessive time is lost in resuming fire. Experience also underscores
the importance of the battalion commander choosing correctly amowng the rela-
tive advantages of air and artillery in each given situation., In general,
air is the preferred instrvment in dense jungle. or against base csups, becsuse
it can be delivered dependably vory close to trocps. Napainm is a fine close
support weapon, but should always be delivured paraliel to the friwpdly front.
C3U is deadly ageiasi enamy os.sidc fortifisationas, and should also be deli-
vered parallel. Bcmbs are the answer to Y0 emplacements. Light artillery
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is generally ineffective sgainst fortifications, but is a fine, high volume
antipersonnel weapon capable of achieving local fire superiarity if nothing
else, Iight artillery and mortars can, of course, be fired in close support,
but these too perform more reliably fired parallel to friendly front. Medium
and heavy artillery mst be echeloned in depth from friendly troops, but can
effectively destroy VC fortifications. The mastery of fire control and fire
coordination is the most important challenge faced by battalion and brigade
commanders in Vietnam. Delegation of fire Boordination is impossible; only
the commander or the S<3 has the feel for {he situation required.

5. FOLLOW-UP TO FIREPOWER: When in the judgment of the commanders

concerned fires off the enemy have been effective, the advance will be resumed.
Security to frant and flanks is restored, and the unit enters the enemy posi-
tion. At this time the mission of the infantry is thorough police of the
battlefield. The Viet Cong are adroit at concealing personnel, arms, documents,
and other valuables, and care and imagination are necessary for the searchers
to ferret ocut the fruits of victory. Prisomers are especially valuable in
this conflict, and pains should be taken to capture, safeguard, end treat
medically any VC who survive our bombardment. Any documents, no matter how
unimportant appearing they may be, should be evacuated. It should be a matter
of pride to any infantry unit that an area it has searched is left devoid of
intelligence.

6. ROAD CLEARING OPERATIONS: Offensive operations frequently entail

securing a road for use as an MSR, In underteking to clear a road, infantry
comranders should commence operations by passing troops in V formation down
the road, with the opening of tha V in the direction of advance. The ends
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of the wings echeloned forward and outward from the road should be at least
100 meters away from the ditchline, ~nd the soldiers therein should be care-
fully instructed to search for wires and other signs of command detonated

rines or claymores. At the point of the V, on the road itself, about 200
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Fieure ?, Inverted V for road clearing

meters rearward, should be mine sweep teams,

Experience establishes that the best mine detector we possess is an alert
infantryman with 2 keen eye, noticing tracks, disturbances in the surface

of the road, or wires. Once the initial clearing patrol moves down the

road, the road must be secured against re-mining and snipers. Troops or
armor assioned the securing mission must penetrate into the vegetation along-
side the road to beyond the limits of visibility, and must patrol actively.
Above all, troops engaged in road clearing must remain alert and dispersed
at all times; in any other nosture, they court multiple casualties from
claymores or other cormand detonated mines.
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7. IRAINING: a, No unit should move outside a secured, permanent
base camp except in tactical formation. Leaders at every level must regard
every move as training, and none must hesitate to stop a maneuver if it is
being done wrong.

b. Musketry for infantry units should be practiced on every oppor-
tunity., As a minimum, riflemen should be required to fire through a basic
load at maximum rate to teach them the meaning of volume fire, and to give
them a feel for their firepower. Use of tracer ammunition, snap shooting at
surprise targets, night firing, and cross training on the machine gun and
grenade launcher is also heloful, and cannot be repeated often enough. Fire
team and squads must be permitted to conduct field firing as a team.

c. After action critiques are superd training, and help signifi-
cantly in developing sound SOP,
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