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i (U) REFERMNCES AND SOURCES:

ae 17t LCR INTSWHES 223-69 to 225;69 (11C001H Aug 69 to 132400H Aug 69).

b. 11th ACR SITREPS 11C0CTH4ug 69 to 132400 iug 69,

c. FRAGO 15 to OPORD 6;69 (Operation KENTUCKY COUGAR).

de S-3, 11th ACR Radio Log (0001 12 iug to 2400 13 fug 1969).

e. Taped interviews with personnel who were original source material,

f, Notes and discussions with personnel who were secondary source material.

2+ (U) NAME OF OPERATION: The Battle of Northern BINH IONG Province, which <xi-
took place during Operation KZNTUCKY COUGAR.

3o (U) INCLUSIVE DATES OF OPERATION: 11 - 13 august 1969,

L, (U) LOCATION OF ATTACKS: Within a rectangle bounded by ¥T7382 (South),
XI751L (Horth), XT6890 (Zast), and XT8290 (West).

5. (C) GENZRAL:

a. The enemy's plans: According to intelligence sources, the NVA/VC forces
sought to seize and hold AN LOC for one day as part of a series of coordinated
attacks launching the autum offensive in an effort to inflict as many US
casualities as possible,

fin unsually significant aspect was that the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment
intelligence received almost complete plans of the attack, and were able to
predict almost the hour they would occur,

b. ¥we 11th ACR's response: The First Battalion of the Sixteenth Infantry
(Mech) was under the operational control of 11th ACR fram 7 August to 20 Sep=
tember, and was given the mission of interdicking and counterattacking the
eneny forces west and north of AN LOC, It combined with the Fourth Battalion
of the Ninth Infantry (ARW),

The Second Squadron, 11th .iCR (E Troop and H Company) was given the
nission of estcblishing a blocking position west of Al 10C, They combined
with the 15th Armored Cavalry (ARVN) and elements of the Ninth Infantry (ARVN).
The First Squadron, 11th ACR and the 34th Rangers (ARVN) plus the local
CIDG force, defended LOC NIl
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CONFLDENTIAL .
¢e The US/iRVL forces! deployment on the night of the attacks: A Com=-

pany, 1-15 conducted ground reconnalissance west of Fob LaGL: TI as C Com-
pany 1-16 and L/9 Inf (/RVN) moved from EAGLE II to secure FSBiiLIONS II,

on the night of August 11/12. E Troop, 2/11 ACR conducted ambush patrols

west of AN LOC, The © Troop Gommand Post and H Company defended FSB ASPEN I;
* the 15th Cavalry (/RVlI) and elements of the 9th Inf,.r+ (/RVN) defended

FSB SIDEWINDER.

QUAN 10I #as defended by elements of the First Adir Cavalry Division and
the 11th ACR. The 11th ACR hied a platoon from Second Squadron, nine ACAVs !
fram First Squadron, tlree tanks and the Headquarters Troop as a reaction
force for QUAN LOI., AN IOC was defended by the Second of the Ninth Infantry
(ZRVN) and the 214th Regional Forces Company. LOC NINII was defended by the
1/11 ACR and the 3Lth Ranger Battalion.

d. The attacks: In the early morning hours of 12 lugust QUAN LOI, FSHB
SIDEWINDER, ASPIN I, LOC WINH and FSB JON received mortars and/or rockets,
followed by ground probes. FSB SIDEWINDER was overrun, but the other instale
lations fought off the attacks, 4 small VC squad entered the east gate of i
N LOC and passed out propaganda leaflets,

¢, The counterattacks: W7 1=16, E Troop and iI Company, 2/11 iCR and
thie 9th Inf and 15t Cavalry (ARVH) moved to counterattack on 12 August,
and had several contacts wiich continued through 13 August, The First
Squadront!s contacts contimied through 13 jugust.,

6, (U) ORGANIZATION OF TII% REPORT:

a. Intelligence swmary: This begins 6 Zugust and contimues through
11 August, 1t gives enemy plans, unit identifications, location, and gen-
eral situation of IIVA/VC forces on the 11th.

b, TF 1-16 jowrnal: Tiils is the account of TF 1-16 from 7 August until
12 fugust, (1-16 Ini (ilech) was OPCON to 11th ACR from 7 August).

¢, The attacls: Zach attack is reported in detail.

(1) QWY 10T

(2) AW 1LOC

(3) FSB SIDSWINDER
(LL) FSB ASPEN I
(5) LOC NINH

d., The counterattacks:

bt e 4 4 N IR N 413t s e e s ]

(1) TF 1-16
(2) E/2/11 iCR
(3) ®/2/11 *CR
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7. (C) INTELLIGENCE SUITi/RY:

a. General: From 24 Juis to 6 iugust, enemy activity was limited matn-
ly to reconnaissance, There were occasional mortar or rocket attacks and
mining incidents along witi: some small-scale ground probes which tested
defenses., However, there was significant activity, and the newspapers wrote
frequently of the "lull®,

On or about 6 August enamy forces moved from secure base areas in or
near Cambodia to forward positions throughout BLIH LOIG Province, increas=
ing the level of activity in the area of operations, This movement, which
was rapidly detected, resulted in numerous contacts, ralliers, prisoners
and captured enemy documents, Thus, military intelligence soon had the plans,
probable areas of operation and unit identification of the enemy forces.

be Unit identification:

(1) 9th VC Division:

as 272d VC Regiment: On July 25, 1969, C Compamny, 5th Battalion,
7th Cavalry (C/5-7), which was OPCOl to TF 1-16 engaged a small enemy force
at XT 715758, killed two 1iVA and captured documents taken from the bodies
which identified tiie 271st and 2724 VC Regiments, This provided the first
indication of 9th VC Division activity,

Nguyen Van An rallied to the 21lith Regional Forces at BINH NINH on
31 July. After two days of interrogation .n identified himself as the .~ -
platoon leader of the 121 Sapper Reconnaissance Corpany, 272d VC Regiment
since 196l, According to An, about =i : 20 June 1969, elements of all four
mein force divisions moved into = Cambodia, with the 7th NVA and 9th VC
Divisions in the Fishook area,

After this relocation the Divisions sent reconnaissance units to targets
in the IIT Corps area. These units returned about 20 July to discuss the
[1lied situation. The battalion commanders of the reconnaissance elements
of the 271st and 272d VC Regiments accompanied their respective battalions
to the AN LOC area to refine their original analysis, .n was with the Ké
Battalion Commander, 272d VC Regiment, as the elements selected assembly
areas, staging areas and avenues of approach. n!'s knowledge of the attack
plans came from iis associztion with the battalion commander,

An stated that the 272d VC Regiment would leave its Cambodian base areg§
cross the Saigon river near T5696, and move along & trail that runs east-
southeast to an assembly area near XT6696, between the Prek Kong and Ton
Le streams, The 271st VC Regiment would cross the Cambodian border near
Ar5090 and proceed parallel to the 272d VC Reginments, to establish block-
ing positions betwsen L.NG BLY (XT 705855) and LANG SAU (XT 690878). The
272d VC Regiment would move into the rubber near 4P PHU LO (XT6890) 2l
to 36 hours after arriving in ¢BINH LONG Province, The D368 Local Force
(LF) Battalion would join %the 272d VC Regiment near BIL! PHU (XT715887),
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The KL and K5 Battalions, 272d VC Regimen%, plus the D368 LF Battalion
were to attack AN LOC from the west, with supporting attacks from the north
and south,

The 25th Sapper Company, 272d VC Regiment, had the mission of taking
BINH PHU, with a 15 to 20 mimute mortar and/or rocket barrage preceeding
the attack, The mortars would be located near BINH HINIL

The 9th VC Division!s plan was to seize and hold AN LOC for one day.
An stated that he heard the 7th NVA Division would launch attacks against
QUAN LOI, LO¥ NIIH and BU DOP at the same time, The 86th NV. Regiment, 9th
VC Division, and the 1st VA Division would be responsible for TAY NINH
Province,

Nguyen Van Sen, an ARVN soldier until his abduction by a local VC Force
Squad in July 1968, rallied to the 399th Regional Forces at TAN HUNG
(XT 863876) on 2 August 1969. Scn became a member of the 16 man Prop-
aganda Section of fa Xo 25/¥a Co Xit Loczl Force, This unit!s mission,
besides propaganda, was to tax AP HUNG PHAT (Xa Co 20) at ZT 858848, and
AP HUNG YEN (Xa Co Xit) at T 890863, Sen's basecamp was located south
of SUIO HEO, near X19236, about a half-hour's walk from SUIO HEO,

On 15 July 1969, two campanies from the 9th VC Division visited Sen's
basecamp. Sen was told by his section leader, Bav Tien, that the companies®
rmission was to reconnoiter the area. The two companies set up a basecamp
and remained near there until late July. Sen talked with members of these
units on three upkcasions. During one of these meetings Sen was told that
the entire 9th VC Division would come to the area, He heard that they left
the basecamp on 1 August and travelled in the direction of SOC TRANH.

On 1 August, LU to 5C men from the D368 LF Battalion rested in Sen's
basecamp for 7 hours, ‘hen they departed, they headed toward SOC TRANH.
Zach of the units asked directions to SOC TRANi, Sen stated.

b. 271st VC Regiment: While conducting a bomb-~damage assessment
mission on August 9, the Aero-Rifle Platoon (ARPs), 11th ACR, captured Ngo
Kuang Tri at XTI 605905, Tri, a member of C6, K2, F51 (also kmown as C6 Cam-
pany, K2 Battalion, 27ist VC Regiment), said that the X2 Battalion moved
to the "Fishhook" arez on 23 July 1969, and remained there until two days
prior to nis capture, On 1500 hours, the C6 Company received orders to send
four men to Battalion lieadquarters by O4OO hours, 9 Angust,

Tri and 3 otiier men left the C6 basecamp at 034C hours, 9 August and
travelled east until they arrived at battalion headcuarters by OLOO hours.
These L and 12 others (4 from each of the other tliree companies) were brief-
ed by the battalion commander and given the mission of finding a secure area
for their respective companies. It is possible that these salfe areas were to
used after the 12 fugust atiacks.,

Tri and the other 15 men left the battalion headquerters at 0600 hours
and proceeded west with enough rice for 9 days. Two hours later the group
was spotted; however, Tri was the only one captured, The PW heard from var-
ious members of the 16 man group that their unit was to zttack an undis-
closed area in the near future.

L
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(2) 7th HVA Division:

a. General: During the period of 0 August to 16 August, the
209th NVA Regiment wos identified in contacts near LOC UIliL, The 1h1st
#VA Regiment was unidentified and at least one battalion may have part.
izegpabad in engagements northeast of LOC NINH, while the remainder of
the Regiment was northeast of AN LOC. The 165th NVA Regiment also avoided
identification; however, it was believed to be in the BO DUC-BU DOP area.

b. 209th L:VA Regiment: Nguyen Van Thien rallied to the 11th
Popular Forces Platoon at .U 716050 on August 3, 1969. Thien, assistant
platoon leader of the C21 Sapper Reconnaissance Corpany, 209th NVA Regiment,
nad been wounded in the leg on July 27, when F Troop, 2/11 ACR, engaged L -
and killed one at U 726035. (Documents found on the body identified the
C21 Sapper Reconnaissance Company, 209th NVA Regiment).

Thien had managed to avoid capture, but his wound had become worse and
he rallied, Although he cringed his story several times, the follewing
account remained unchanged turoughout the questioning: Thien and 7 other
men were briefed by tiie C21 Commander on July 26, They were told to recon-
noiter two areas, 30C 10 (possibly village 10 at T 71@102) and a road
Junction along QL 13 (possibly at XT 739045). Thieyp, ‘the assistant company
commander and another man were to discover the size, strength, and position
of the outpost at villoge 10. The other four men were to reconnoiter a road
Junction along QL 13 to find a position which a battalion could ambush an
armored column. Both groups were to return to their basecamp near Bridge 4C
to report their findings by July 29.

Thien's group was told that 5 to 6 days after their return the K7 Batt-
alion would attack S0C 10, while the K8 Battalion ambushed an armored column
(possibly to interdict reinforcements from QUAN LOI).

(3) 101D NVA Regiment: The Air Cavalry Troop, 11th ACR, killed 41 NVA
and captured 6 POWs at T 605905 on 9 August. Five of the prisoners were from
X7 F12, also known as K7 Battalion, 101D NVA Regiment, Hoang Van Khe, a mas-
ter sergeant in tae Signal Platoon of K7, was told that K7 had been given
the mission of ambushing armored convoys (Khe was told this by his platoon
leader, but was not told where the ambushes would occur, but he believed
that they would be ~long QL 13). The K7 Battalion was enroute to the mission
site when it was it by a B-52 striks at 1630 hours August 8, Khe was told
that X7 had aborted the mission and would remain dispersed in the area to
re-group and resupply,

(L) Other intelligence indicators: The ACT, 11th ACR, detected 25 new-
ly constructed bunkers at U 687197, near LOC NIH on 9 August., Wide trails,
shewing: =2 recent foot traffig,headed east-southeast at XU 678169, XU 682197,
and XU 675154, (1)

() ‘
' This 1it11% gence summary was based on Annex i (11th ACR SUPINTREP 26-69)
dated 17 August 1969. All of the tentative assumptions above were made
by persomnel of militery intelligence of 11th ACR.
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Ge (C) RETNFORCILIT:

as General: In response to the threat against BII LOIG Province,
the 1-18 Inf (Mec:) (-), B/1-9 Cavalry, the 34t Ranger Battalion (ARVN)
15th Cavalry Regiment (ARVH), and elements of the 9%h Inf Regt (ARVN) moved
into the BLACKHORSD area of operation (40) during early August. Following
the series of attacks on 11-13 August, the units remained in the A0 to con-
duct reconnaissance operations,

b, 7 August: On this date II FFORCEV directed the 1-16 Inf (Mech) to
leave FSB gu_m_ at T 802352, move north, and become under the operational
control of the 11th ACR. 4 and C Company, plus the battalion headquarters
departed FSB JIM, lzaving beiind the battzlion's reconnaissance platoon

and B/2-33 Artillery,

At 1430 hours, 7 iugust, 1-16 reached LAI KF:3 and accepted operational
control (OPCON) of A roop, 1~L Cavelry. This task force (TF) then continued
the 30 mile march on lLighway 13, stopping briefly at FSB TiUNDER III (XT 769
665) to pick up C/2-33 :rtillary. Following some difficulty on QL 13 the
task force closed FSB ASPHi I at 0330 hours, 8 Angust,

¢. Pre-attack plans: .t 073C hours the same morning, TF 1-16 contimed
the move to its new :i0. One platoon from A Company secured the C/2-33 Aré=
tillery at FSB ASPAI I widle the unit moved to FSB 2°GLS I. At EAGLE I
TF 1-16 assumed responsibility for 2/11 .iCR's 40, and Yowitzer Battery,2/11
~CR was made OPCON to it. The task force akdo established a combined command
post with L/9 Inf (L3RVil) which was also at FSB ZAGLS 1.

The 2/11 ACR moved soutl and occupied FSB ASP3I I, assuming responsibil-

ity for & new AO south and southwest of AN LOC.

At 1400 hours ti:e sae day TF 1-16 and /9 In{ (JiWN) occupied the
newly built FSB RAGL. LI (2T 745929). This became tie headquarters for
TF 1-16 Inf and L/9 Inf (ARVII). The reconnzissance company from 9th Inf
(.RW) assisted TTF 1-16 in conducting reconnazissance operations, ambush
patrols, and providing security and ready reaction forces for FSBs EAGLE II
and THUNDER IV,

On the evening of iugust 3, an A Company ambush patrol observed move-
ment near its location (AT 724926) and requested a Light Fire Team (LFT)
for the contact which developed. Shortly thereafter the enemy broke contact,
fading into the dense jungle. Two US soldiers were wounded in the action.
FSB ZAGLE I received incoming mortar rounds,

On 9 iugust C Compeny found two 1C7mm rounds (I 71992C) while con-
ducting a reconnsissance of the area from whicihi they had received 82mm
moratr rounds the evening of £ iugust., Searching furtier, they found 14
bunkers, 24 cubic feet a piece with 1% feet of overiead cover, 200 feet of
communications wire znd one more 107mm rocket at XTI 721922,

On 10 august an circreft from the BLACKHORSE Aix Cavalry Troop spotted
an estimated VC Campany in o lightly wooded area (I 637972) wiile conduct-
ing & visual reconn:isscice rission, The ARPs were inserted and later rein-
forced by C Company cnd = Company from the L/9 Inf (LiRWIT), and the "Blues"
of B/1=9 Cavalry.
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The ARPs immediately seized three NVA Hoi Chanhs, while the US and
4RVN forces swept the area and made contact witnh a company-sized force.
The US/ARVN forces maintained heavy organic fire on the enemy positions.
A4s the contact continued, US artillery and tactical air pounded the enemy,
but the enemy maintained small-arms fire and automatic AK-L7 fire as
they withdrew into the jungle. When the contact broke, the Allied forces
swept the area and found 31 NVA bodies, L POWs, L4 NVA Hoi Chanhs and an
assortment of NVA weapons and web-gear. C Company was credited with L NVA
POWs and 3 NVA killed, Interrogations of the prisoner showed the enemy
to be from the 272nd VC Regiment, 9th VC Division and the 56th Artillery
Battalion.

On 11 August TF 1-16 lost 4 Troop, 1-4 Cavalry, which became OPCON
to the Third Brigade, First Air Cavalry Division (AM). In return, D
Company, 5-7 Cavelry was placed OPCON to TF 1-16. TF 1-16 continued
ground reconnaissance to the west of FSB EAGLE II as C Company and L/9
Inf (ARVN) moved from EiGLE II to secure ALLONS II (XT -728966). This
move enabled the Howitzers of How/2/11 ACR, DS to TF 1-16, to fire in
support of the First Squadron, 11th ACR at LOC NINH.

9. (C) THE ATTACKS:

a. QUAN IOI: This village and installation squats on a broad hill,
fifty meters higher than the valleys which surround it. Beyond the valleys
are other hills, not 2s broad or flat-topped as QUAN LOI. The sides of
the QUAN LOI hill are barc, giving it the appearance of a shaved, sun-burnt
neck.

Half-way down thc sides the line of bunkers begin., Twenty-five meters
apart, partially dug in the sides, from the air they appear to be grey
moles, peeking above the surface at the green hills beyond, whose view
is obscured by the strands of wire which encircle (WAN ILOI, The last of
the four strands of wire is almost in the vallcy; beyond it the vegetation
begins its slow climb up the next hill.

In day-time one overlooks scventy-five meters of red clay from the bunkers,
Beyond the clay the grass is low, making movement easily seen, But at night,
when it is cloudy, nothing can be seen beyond ten meters without the aid
of illumination.

August 11, 1969 was such a night, Soon the bunker guards from bunkers
61 to 70 rcported noises, something in the wirc, Some of the men, First
Adr Cavalry Division personnel, wore new arrivals at QUAN LOI, and their
nervousness on the eve of an expected attack was understandable. Later
the source of the noise was discovered to be a rabbit who had set off a
trip flare in the wire.

Except for the Red sector, many bunkers have no radio communication.
However, some of them have field telephoncs. Perhaps some of the damaged
bunkers had Starlight scopes, although after the battle nonc woere found in
those bunkers. Behind cvery sector of the bunker line is a decentralized
15 to 20 reation force which is responsible for those bunkers.
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The reaction force is controlled by the sector commander. Tids reaction
force is committed when needed, and need not await orders from the the base
defense commander. (2)

It is not enougnh for the enemy to penetrate the wires and bunkers; the
enemy must gain the top of the hill which is protected by the reaction
forces. If an enemy attock seriously threatens the bunkers and ready
reaction forces, the sector commander can request the perimeter ready
reaction force, the 919th Combat gngineers. The Ingineer force is two
Combat Engineer Vehicles (CZV) armed with 165mm and 50 caliber weapons,
and four armored combat assualt vehicles (ACAVs) armed with 50 caliber and
M-60 machineguns.

At 0105 hours, aungust 12th, four rockets struck QUAN LOI. The first one
landed 100 to 125 meters south of the Blackhorse Air Cavalry Operations
bunkar; the second one hit 100 meters north of the Operations bunker. The
third and fourth rockets hit in the northern part of the campound.

Fifteen minutes later 60mm rounds hit bunkers 67 and 63. (See appendix 1,
Annex B). The fire cmme from a point opposite the bunker on the adjacent
hill, so the return iire was drawn away from the Soppers who used wire cute-
ters to silently slip through the defenses. 4t 0125 hours elements of the
KL Sapper Battalion, 271st VC Regiment begin attacking the other sections. (3)

The guards in bunker 61 probably never saw the enemy, for their
weapons were found on safety, not fired. But the noise alerted the reaction
force above bunker 61, and they deployed. The Sappers were not able to
advance against this fire {rom above, but maintained automatic fire from
a position behind bunker 61 until the reaction force silenced them at 0150
hours.

Soon after bunker 51 was hit, bunker 6 was destroyed by a rocket-
prepsiledigrenade (iPG). The Sapper approached the bunker and fired behind
the mesh screen in front of the bunker, which protected it from RPGs. In
escaping from bunker 6. the Sapper triggered a trip flare. The light attract-
ed fire from the reaciion force and again the enemy advance 7as halted.

(2)

The description of QUi LOI that appears above the footnote is entirely
the compiler!s. slthough much of it is fairly objective, some subject-
ive understanding is needed. The details on the perimeter defenses and
reaction forces were provided by personnel of the bzse defense command-
erts office, including & lieutenant who led the reaction force behind
bunker 61,

(3) In cases where accounts of personal sources differed considerably,
original sources vere given precedance, or a nccessary judgment on the
bast source was mode,
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Bunker 65 suffered casualities from enemy small-arms fire. But the light
fromPéhe trip-flare prevented further enemy penetration and use of grenades
or RFGS,

it C136 hours bunizer 59 was hit, signalling a shift in the attack from
the Creen Sector (bunker 59 to 96, see appendix 1, Annex B) to the 11th ACR
Red sector. Since the surprize advantage was lost, the Sappers rushed the
Green sector, using Bangalore torpedoes to penetrate the wire. When the wire
was blown, however, the intense fire «topped the VC at the wire, and none
came beyond it. In the Red sector, the irmediate return firaz caught the VC
in the first strand of wire, and none penetrated beyond it. Twenty-three VC
would die in the Red sector by morning, witlh probcbly many more killed or
wounded, their bodies dragged away by comrades.

4t 0205 hours bunker 7C was hit by an RFG which wounded five US. The M.~
fight now extended irom buniter 55 to bunker 71, along the southern side whuk
which divides the Green :nd Red sectors, Five minutes later the base comman~-
der directed medical aid for ‘bhose areas, and thc medics cormitted most of
their vehicles at that time., At 0234 hours bunkers 6. to 7U were hit again
with 60m and small-arms fire, By this time the Blue and i/hite sectors were
receiving probes and nad snemy forces in the wire and bunkers, Medical aid
was directed to thosc arcas by LTC Perri, base defense commender, but all the
vehicles were comaltited. Bunkers 61 to 70 had their commmnication lines
cut, and had no cammnication with LTC Perri (call sign Lightning 101) or
the near-by artillery wihich could have provided illumination, But the  .:-=macn
reaction forces used hand-flares and M-79 grenades, which attracted the
attention of the 919Ul Ingineers, who deployed without waiting.

tight medics vere in the medical supplies bunker, defending it against
the second wave attack, which tlireatened their position above bunker 61. They
did not participate 1in tie attack, however, for several Ingineer vehicles
arrived to plug thet gap; but not before three snipers had slipped past the
reaction forces.

The snipers remained hidden until daybreak. One sniper in the tower by
the runway was killed shoruly after daybreak. Another hid on the roof of
the building adjacent to the PX and killed a Vietnamese woman and two
children at 060C hours. He fired upon 11th ACR military intelligence personnel
at 0700 hours and was killed by the ARPs at 0730 hours. The other sniper
hid in the French village sector and was killed about the same time.

Wnen bunker 70 was destroyed by an RPG at 0205 hours, the Blue sector
(bunkers 1 to 29) received z probe. The Sappers killed two in bunker 15, but
again the reaction forcc stopped the advance completely, By 0234 hours the
fighting had spread from bunker 15 to 32, from tile Blue to the Wwhite sector
{(bunkers 3C to 4C). A0 €234 hours the radar noticed heavy movement between
the Red and White sectors. This may have been the K3 Battalion and Local
Forces moving into position to attack the Blue and White sectors., At 0236
hours the radar agoin noted movement between the Red and lute sectors--and
a mirute loter 6(rm mortars destroyed bunker 30 and = Cobrz helicopter
parked on the runway about 150 meters berind bunker 35. At this time LTC
Perri directed medics to bunkers 13 to 2@, but the medics were committed
to hunkers 61 to 7C, wirich nad 3 US killed and 16 wounded.
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The 3luz and White sector maintained fire until pust daybreak, and the
reaction forces prevented a serious breach of the defenses. .bout
G730 hours three wounded :IVi/VCs surrendered by bunkers 15 and 16.
ibout the same time HVA/VC wounded were found by bunkers 6¢ to 70, In
the Red sector, by bunker 55, a POW was taken. (L)

In the 11th ACR Red sector there was one killed, 20 wounded and
23 MVA/VC killed, Turee ACAVs and two tanks were moderately damaged, and
one tank was destroyed,

b. AV LOC: On 5 fugust the village was alerved for zn zttack that never
materialized. Intelligence predicted an attack on 11 August, so the Regional
Forces were used to build new bunkers and re-build the compound defenses. The
MACV compound was re-{enced and new claymore mines and trip flares were set
up. New forces were also orgenized; four platoons were formed with a nucleus
of 33% US personnel in cach,

During the day of 11 August, 4N LOC was quiet, with only the Regional
Forces and the Civilian Irregular Defense Group malking slight contacts. At
2L00 hours AN 1OC received word of a contact nortlmrest of 10C NINH, with
the Specinl Forces dlling two NVA/VC and wounding several in the 15
minute firefight,

At €200 hnours, Mugust 12, a hamlet north of Al LOC received incaming
nortars, Within the next eigiit mimutes eleven new contacts were reported
in the area. All ctitacks were made with smell-arms, B-LO rockets and mortars.
AN 1OC received 107mm rockets, 61rm fire and $2mm mortars until 0100 hours.
By 0215 hours eightecn probes had been reported. At OLOC hours the Second
of the Ninth Infantry (ARVN) decided to pull back to HIN'I DUC, although
they were the ready reaction force for the area. lhen the ARVNs made this 1
radio znnouncement, they went off the US frequency.

& Trocp, Second Squadron, 11th ACR had been given the mission of
conducting reconnaissance in 2 two kilometer square west of AN 1OC, (See
appendix li to Annex B) where intelligence had predicted tlie enemy would
deploy and resfarm after the attack.

(1) Hguyen Van Dueng was captured in the wire at QUAN LOL August 12.
The prisoner said he was a member of the C3/K3/A5, also known as
the C3 Campcny, 13 Battalion, 271st VC Regiment and had participated
in the attack on UAT I0I. The K3 Battalion had left tiie KATUM area
on 6§ August and arrived at QUAN LOI about 090C hours on jiungust 11. It
waited until after midnight to attack. In July and August Dueng's
battalion received over 300 rcplaceaments which boosted its strength to
520 e,
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TF 1-16 was west and nortiwest, and H Company, 2/11 ACR was south of
Al IOC in case of an attaci,

At CL30 hours a small I'VA propagandz team entered tiie cast gate and
passed out leaflets titled, " Now that the U3 soldiers arc leaving, who
vill protect the ARVUs?" The four man team, according to 2LT Crissman, 11th
LCR liaison officer in AN I0C, also took a prisoner, a Vietnamese vil-
lager who had worked witi the Chieu Hoi program. The message of the leaf-
lets was perhaps too clear to the villagers who had witnessed the ARVN
departure. According bo tae villagers, a large VC force stayed outside the
gate, (The villagers lLave seen every VC force as large in the past). At 0508
nours the VO team left. At 0530 howes the radar reported heavy movement
southwest of /N LOC, but the Commander of the 214th Regional Forces, who had
committed nis force at the east gate as a possible reaction force, reported
no contact, At thils time the 5-2, 11th .CR radioed that a possible battalion
sized force might attack. liore rockets and mortars came in, but ceased ab '~
0730 hours without an attack., Two hours later, however, 107mm rockets des-
sbrygyed a Vietnaicse home and the jail, Since both rockets struck within
50 meters of the MACV compound and ARWN Headquarters, they were probably
the targets.

c. FSB SIDEWOIDAR: Since its birth on June 6, 1969, FSB SIDEWINDER,
a szucer 100 meters in daameter lying in o plain, has been mostly unoccupied.
FSB SIDEWINDER, at LT 739621, lies 1.5 kilometers north of FSB ASPEN I, and
two kilometers east of MINI DUC, at the interscction of the two roads by its
east gate. (See appendix 2 to Annex B).

The circumference is an earth berm, about L feet high, Tem:meters
beyond the berm, across iie bare earth the waist-hign scrub foilage begins
to wood lines 25C to 750 meters beyond, on the north, east, ond south side,

Zarly in August tiie 15th Armorcd Cavalry (ARVH) and elements of the
9th Inf Regt (ARVN) occupied FSB SIDEWINDER. iith tiie two troops of armored
vehicles and between 25C and 300 men (ARVN) were six liaison personnel
from E Troop,2/11 ACR, The siix: liaison personnel mamned two ACAVs which
provided commmnication with FSB ASPEN I. The ARV armored personnel
steyed in or around their vehicles, the infontrymen slept in tents near
the Cormand Post, o tower in the center of the FSB., The ARWilg built no
bunkers, set up no trip flares, and failed to comnect the wires to claymores
thiey had set out,

On the night of 11/12 August the ARWNs meintained no listening posts or
eny other carly warning system, The defenses were not integrated; thebARWN
armor occupied the east alf, the ARV Infantry occupied the west half of the
IFGB,

Private First Class 'Alliasm M, HMaks, monitoring ti:e radio in an ACAV,
received the warning that FSB SIDZWINDER would be attacked at 0100 hours 12
August. The message came form the 11th ACR Tactical Operations Center (TOC),
relayed by the Second Scuadron TOC, PFC liaks alerted tiie personnel in the
two US ACAVs and prepared for the attack., Twenty minutes later FSB ASPIN I
received incoming mortars and returned fire,

11
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Tracers fron tiie 50 caliber machineguns flew over I'SB Sidewinder; the noise
and light woke the sleeping ARVils and they casually strolled to the top of
the berm. They stood there, in their underwear, watciing tiie fireworks at
FSB 4ASPal 1.

4t 0135 hours Specialist 4 James 4. Clark, the radio operator of the other
4CAV, hLeard the mortars "walldng® into the berm, Four fell outside the berm
before the range was found and two ait the ARVIl Cormand Post. FPFC Maks was
temporarily blinded and deafened by the blast while ul‘tt...nc’ on top of his
ACAV which was next to the Coimand Post.

When the first nortars struck, no one returned fire-~literally nothing
wes done, cxcept waldag infentrymen scrambled for clothes ond weapons, Since
the mortars had the range, the U8 AC.Vs moved to & position by the east
gate, One rvorvar had dirucl a drum & Moges and the eerie light silhouetted
tne VO overrunning the berm in line formation, fromn tie west side. The US
personnel fired continually as the ilVNs fled to the east gate, abandoning
vehicles in their haste, Sbout 15 ARVis Sbagbd with E Troop personnel wlile
the [RW ocrmor and infantry rusned through the east gate. The ARWIs who left
neaded north for about 300 meters and than began firing into FSB SIDBWINDER.

The cnenyy, tile K3 Batualion, 271st VC Regiment, corried few small arms.
THe VC carried RPGs and satcuel charges, moving methodicclly from vehicle to
vehicle, blowing tihem up, Soon there were several ACAVs, two MUC tanks, and
two armored jeeps burning.

At 02441 hours a Cili7 Spoolgy wes on station, firing into the perimeter.
according to PFC Maks, it probably saved the US personncl. He operated the
50 caliber machinegun while the rest of the ACAV crew tried to repair the
2 1i-60 machineguns which ad been hit by enemy siclls,

"I could see between 75 and 100 VC to shoot at all times," PFC Maks said.

The Spooky expended and was replaced by a Cobra, Tie VC had moved three
51 caliber machineguns on top of the berm, and placed one by the French house
widch is fifty neters norti: of tie berm, The machineguns did not fire im-
mediately, but waited for the Cobra to circle lower. Tie enemy shot it dowm,
but the pilot wes later rescued. PFC Maks remembered that some VC manned 50
calibers in empty AC.Vs and fired at the helicopter.

Without the protective fire of the Cobra, the two 4iC.LVs could not halt
the VC advance. SGT Sinclair, driver of the LCAV beside 2°C Maks®s ACAV,
watched the flanks os TTC liaks fired to the front,

#¥atch your right, therc are 5 to 7 guys coming, now they are belhind
you~behind you," 3GT Jinclair's voice crackled over the radio, Then only
silence, for he Liad been shot underneath the right arm, just above the flck
jacket arm hole, ond died instantly.

PFC Maks used his l~16 to kill two of the approaci:ing VC. He killed one
caught in the light of an exploding veidcle as he crept to throw a ChiCém
grenade,

ifter SGT Sinclairt!s death the five remaining US decided to leave; how-
ever PFC Maks!s 4CAV was mired, bBxploding RPGs by tiuc ACAV seemed to aid
the throttle, and the ACAV finclly began to move,

12
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The explosions by the .\.CAV caused PI'C licks to drop a H=~60 machine-
gun, but when he regauned nis sigat, e discovered tiat it was still
on top of the iCAV, The burning vehicles made the movement obvious,
ond the 484Vs drew fire,

As the ACAVs left tie gate, VC in an cnmo-carrier began chasing them.
One ACAV turned off the road to avoeid it., PFC Makst!s .CAV headed directly
Lo FSB ASPMI I. Soon it wes hit by RPGs and slowed. Bui fortunately, the
ammo-carrier behind it wes mistakenly destroyed by RPG rounds from VO out-
side the gate, The running firefight had been brief, but tie RPG and smell
2rms fire was intense,

It scemed to PFC Halks that the ACAV travelled in a continous explosion.
At one point he opaned the liotch to find a fire witidin the ACAV, The driver
felt the heat clso, and discovered his cushion was burning. is he slowed the
vehicle to throw off the burning cushion, the light fram tie fire drew more
RPG rounds, PFC Halis®s ACAV made the 1,5 kilometer jouwrney to FSB ASPEN I in
30 minutes, arriving there at 0330 hours, The other ACAV it o stump and
threw a track witivin 5C0 meters of I'SB ASPA! I, but the personnel made it
safely on foot. Of the six from I Troop, one was killed and five were wound-
ad. The two ACAVs took a totel of 13 RPG rounds.

E Troop, 2/11 AiCR, given the mission of establisning a blocking position
west of AN LOC, wzs on ambush natrol near Highway bp3t{ET 760020, IT 773798,
LT 768C12) when it was ordered to relicve FSB SIDIWINDIR.

The CO, 11th /CR directed Second Squadron to send a relief troop to FSB
SIDIJINDER, Shortly afiver this, the liaison personnel lost contact with FSB
LSPal I. E Troop, witi: its thiree separated ACAV platoons, was selected to
go and eaci platoon was sent by the most direct patii

1LT Mark J, Wilson, third platoon leader, led ins platoon through the
rubber trees by bouncing hand-flares off thie tree trunks, liis platoon
approaci:ed FSB Sidewinder in colwm, moving into line formation as the Tl:7
platoon neared the objective. The third platoon swept the south berm area,
with the first nlcotoon sweeping the west side. The second platoon went
inside, and by OLOC uours & Troop hed succeeded in driving off the eneryy.

The third platoon found & 41 tank, with a 50 caliber loaded and high
explosive round chanbered and gimed. The tank was running, and had three
SRVII casualities underneatli it.

The enemy losses werc 45 dead, 3 POWs, and L [IVA lioi Chanhs, The ARWNs
lost L4 killed and 37 wounded. (5)

d, F3B ASPd I: fbout 100 meters in diamcter, FSB /OPA T is similiar to FSB
SIDGIIDER; it has a L foot eartl berm and one strand of wire around it. It
hos sbout 250 meters of visibility around it, with waist-higl bushes beyond
the wire., On the night of Zugust 11/12, H Company, Second Scuadron, 11th ACR,
with 7 tanks, 14 ACAVs, =nd a howitzer battery (€/2-33) defended FSB ASPE I.

(5) PFC Maks, SPL Clavk, 11T “jilson, and other members of E Troop provided

interviews for tids account, which was verified by LIC .arestad, former
Cormander of 2/11 ACR,

13
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E Troop, 2/11 ACR had its command post thorc, along uith the Second
Squadron Cormmand Post.

At 0140 hours, with everyone on 1003 alert, four mortars struck., Before
the first sergeant of H Compony, 15G Russel Crowley could yell incoming, the
entire perimeter opened up. Two NVA appeared on the top of the berm, but the
instent responsc killed them. The 81mm mortars were followed by RPGs and
small-arms fire, but H Company killed 20 VC within 25 metars of the berm
and stopped the advance. The firing continued for about ten minutes, with
two tanks hit by RPGs,

4 tank crew was evacuated and 1SG Crowley replaced the crew with a
communications sergeant and a radio operator. Neither had operated a Tank
before but learned fast and kept the tank firing until 0600 hours. A Spooky
silenced a 51 caliber mochinegun near the borm, but drew the fire of four more
from the woodline, The artillery illumination exposed the VC running from
rubber tree stump to rubber tree stump, approaching the berm to fire RFGs.

The Spooky arrived at 0300 hours, and after it expended its load the enemy
firc continued only sporadically until the attack ended in the morning.

The VC were well-equipped. They had NVA belts, harness—and web-gear on
their green and black jungle uniforms. They carried the RPG-2 and RPG-7, plus
satchel charges, One prisoner, wounded in the head by fleshettes, carried a
ChiCom machinegun. )

Elements of E Troop at FSB ASPEN I went to the relief of FSB SIDE~
WINDER during the night, and avoided the ChiCom claymore mines which had
been placed on each side of the gate. In the mornming the mines and wires
were founds The wires lead to a command detonated switch about 20 meters
across the road from the berm., A dismountcd sweep of the area produced 107mm
rockets placed on stakes, waiting to be fired,

The K2 Bittalion, 271st VC Regiment lost 42 killed, and probably more
wounded, for there were many trails of dragged away bodies. The US casualties
were 14 were 14 wounded, none killed. (See appendix 3 to Annex B).

e. LOC NINH: Burrowing into the edge of a2 hill that extends north to
south, FSB JON cxtends along the cast side of its base, The runway, which -
starts at the edge of the hill, easily acommodates the C7A Caribou. The near-by
Special Forces/CIDG Camp has a diamond shape. Its bunkers are built into the
four feet berm, and connected by trenches which parallel the berm. Beyond the
berm L strands of wire cncircle FSB JON. Among the wires are claymore mines
and trip flares. Beyond the wire, close to the woodline, arc listening posts.
The CIDG and their families have criss-crossed the 40O meter perimeter with
tunnels and bunkers, The next door MACV Command Post is almost two stories
underground,

Since 7 August the First Squadron, 11th ACR and the 3Lth Ranger Battalion
(ARVN) had conducted reconnaissance in the area to destroy the enemy. The
1/11 ACR's mission was to conduct combined operations to gain contact and
destroy the NVA/VC forces threatening LOC NINH., The combined operations
were to also sccure the populated arcas around LOC NINH, and be prepared to
counterattack south to AN LOC with a force of two troops.
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On 11 fmgust 1/11 2C2 and the 34th Rangers (.RV) conducted reconnaiss
sance screens, provided lisison with the loczl populace, established night
ambush patrols and provided security for FSBa JOii ond K&LL¥. The CIDG forces
essisted in these operations. At 1330 hours a D Corpany tank hit a 4G pound
mine that caused no casualitizs and only moderate damage to the tank at
T 759140, 4t 223¢ Lours D/1/11 ACR engaged an unknouwn-sized enemy force
with negative results, (See appendix 6 to Annex B).

On 12 August at 0130 ours D/1/11 ACR received 1PG and small-arms
fire from an unknovn sized eneng,force while on zmbushpatrol outside the
village of LOC TIII! at .U 720075, Their readiness accounted for 19 NVA
dead. U Company suffered one dead and 16 wounded, The eneryy was believed to
be from the 209th UV. Regimont,

At 0210 hours, wh.en the D Company firefight hod berely begun, the 1/11
ACR Commond Post received incoming rounds which included 6~-60mm mortars, 5
120mm rockets, 3-107ma rockets and RPG rounds. The encny atiampted a ground
probe, but wes quickly repulsed., Artillery and a LFT supported the brief fight
which resulted in one US dead and 12 wounded. The elements of the 209th HVA
Regiment suffered 12 iiV: dead.

4t 1005 hours .. Troop, 1/11 iCR made contact with an unlnown-sized

enemy force at XU 720151, The 3L4th Rangers (ARVi) roinforced, and
although both forcss charged the enemy, ths contact was lost. at
1205 hours B Company, 1/11 ACR engaged the enemy =t XU 770130 with
negative results. At 1730 hours the 1/11 ACR Commend Post was hit by
three 82mm mortars ot XU 728057. There were negative casualities or dam-
age, and the results of the comnter-fire was unknown,

10, (C) THE COUNTHR.TTACKS:

a., 12 August:

(1) TF 1=16: On the night of 11/12 Angust the enemy hit south and east
of ALLONS II and TF 1=-16 '.as ordered to implement the counterattack plan
for Al IOC. Upon executing the order it almost immediately mede contact.
hen the K& Battalion, 272d VC Regiment attacked, both compenies® command
tracks were hit by RPGs, Later D/5-7 Cavalry reinforced T. 1-16. Artillery,
LFT, HFT,,Blue Ma:: and tactical air was called to strilke the enemy as well
as likely avenues of escape. The battle continued until 1600 hours when the
€0, 11th ACR ordered TF 1-16 to break contact and secure THUWDER IV and
ALIONS II in preparation ifor further attacks on Al 10C. There were two US
killed and 27 woundecd. ifive armored carriers were dcstroyed, but the enemy
laft 28 bodies.

¢2) TF 2/11: ..diter driving off the enemy, .. Troop, 2/11 aCR left
FSB SID&Z IND&R at 0600 hours on August 12. Z Troop continued its mission
proceeding up route T via iy and then to RS. (See appendi:z 4 to annex B).
15
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At 121C hours £ Troop, on line from north to souty, made contact with
an estimated battalion sized force at XT 710U3C. The enemy bunker complex,
200 meters long east to west and 75 meters wide nortih to south, was on
the right flank of I Troop. & Troop turned to the right and closed with
the enemy, firing on all flanks without restriction. (See .ippendix 5 to
Annex B).

The terrain favored the elements of the 271st VC Regiment. E Troop
entered young rubber, zbout 1i feet high with red clay and two foot high
irrigation berms, The terraced rubber berms provided cover for the enemy.
as & Troop turned to the right and advanced, it entered the rubber at the
Ccross grain, rather then the rows. This slowed the advance and made the
ACAVs better targets for the RPG teams.

The second platoon ias behind the first and to the left; 1t had to
move considerably to recach the enemy. RPG teams fired fram the front and rear
of the approaching ACAVs, liajor Gilbreath, 2/11 S-3, flying command and
control, observed many RPGs fired and two ACAVs burning at T 701037 before
tie troop cormander reported both platoons leaders were hit and the troop
could not continue foriard.

By this time the Squadron Commander, LTC jarestad, was on the scene
and directed £ Troop to the rear while he placed artillery and tactical
air on the enemy. : Troop withdrew to XT 71008330 with two ACAVs burning
and one left behind as XT 71006300. E Troop then withdrew to LANG NAM
at XT 701637 to evacuate the wounded. Cobra gunships and tactical air
expended their loads in the area. From 1366 hours :mgust 12 to 0300 hours
agust 13 a total of L72 rounds of 105mm and 8-inch artillery was fired
into the area,

The enermy, believed to be elements of the 271st VC Regiment, sus-
tained 31 killed by ground fire, 12 by artillery and 15 killed by tactical
air, The US losses were | killed and 36 wounded.

Second Lieutenant Hudkins, platoon leader of second platoon, E Troop,

was one of the first ones wounded by RPG fire. The unit medic dressed
wounds in his chest and groin. Then 2LT Hudkins was laid down in ACAV
i=22 while the medic went for help. The medic never returned. (Due to
the large amount of blood lost, the medic probably thought him dead).
Late on .wugust 12, 2LT Hudkins moved the ACAV to an unknown location and
parked, leaving the engine running throughout the nigut. Sometime during
the day of August 13 2LT iludkins realized that to be found, he would have
to move out from under the rubber, He then moved to coordinzates XT 722840
and crawled into tue rear of the ACAV to await help.

Major James Bradin, wio discovered him, said, ¥ At 1700 hours on 15
August 196¢ while o a visual reconnaissance of the A0, I spotted this lone
ACAV, My first impulse was tuat it was part of a reconnaissance unit, but
then I realized that there ere no other vehicles in the area. Knowing that
an iCAV was missing I called a Pink Team to reconnaissance and obtain a
bumper number, if possible. 1LT George Adams of the ..ero Scout Platoon
arrived and quickly identificd the vehicle by GVIL 22 painted on the 50
caliber gunshield. The ARPs were inserted and 2LT Hudlidins was evacuated
tothe 15th Medical Coupany.*
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H Company, 2/11 4CR, with: two tank platoons and onc ACAV platoon of F
Troop left FSB ASPi I av Oc00 hours .ugust 12 and proceeded up route Z to
reconnoiter the RS and RS arca. In proceeding up route v, ! Company had th
fight its way in and out of MIN! DUC, making a passage tirough the 15th
Armored Cavalry (ARVHY) wixich had a troop in sporadic contact near the town.

4t 1425 hours [ugust 12, I Company was ordered into the E Troop contact
area (XT 710830) to recover the dead. H Company entered the area, drew RPG
fire, and returned fire, Leter it was ordered to withdraw to allow an air
strilze to hit the area. i Company was then ordered to return to FSB ASPEN I
to secure it because the weather conditions prohibited air support and the
command and control ship was not available. The Compeny suffered one dead and
¢ wounded during the day's operations.

F Treop,2/11 ACR on another mission had a contact simultaneous with
the § Troop contact. I Troop und convoy escort elements of the First In-
fantry Division accompaning a convoy moving north from LAT XHE were blocked
by a blown culvert and ambushed at YT 765750, F Troop'!s mission was to escort
the convoy from TIIUNDER IIT north and outpost the road north of grid line 77.

While an ALVB bridge was dispatched from FSB ASPai I, the Second
Squadron Commander coordinzted artillery, tactical cir and ground maneuver
elements allowing tie convoy to pass the culvert and the attempted enengy
ambush. The enemy, believed to be elements of the 101D NVA Regiment, suffered
55 killed by the joint effort. F Troop suffered two killed.

b, 13 ingust:

(1) TF 1-16: On 132 iugust 4 and C Company made light contects with
elements of the 272d VC Loziment west of AN LOC (3T 717094 ). This Regi-
ment had suffered leavy losses the night before and was not prepared to
fight. They withdrew, using evasive tactics to hideein tie rubber. After
dusting off the the US wounded, TF 1-16 continued to sweep the area to
regain contact. During the suweep 1-16 found 16 NVA bodies killed in the
previous dgy's action,

(2) D Company, 1/11 ACR: On 13 iugust D Company made contact with
the enemy at XU 695007, D Compeny received small-arms and intense RPG fire
as they closed the enemy. The 34th Rangers (ARVI') rushed to the right flank
during the running Iirefigit in which the 34th Rangers and A Company
repeatedly kept the enenyy in o three-sided box. Artillery and a LFT prevented
the enemy!s mass witihdraval. The elements of the KG Battzlion, 209th NVA
Regiment suffered 77 killed, 36 ilVA killed were credited to D Company, 35
killed were credited to the 34th Rangers (ARVN) and 6 killed were credited
to helicopters, The US suffered two killed and six wounded, The ARVNs
suffered two wounded,
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The following intelligence maps depict probable movement of enemy forces, as
referred to in the iIntelligence section.

Appendix 1 - Enemy movement around [if LOC,
Appendix 2 - Enemy movernent sround ILOC UINH.
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AWNEX B to Battle of Northern BIIH LONG h'oﬁﬁce Cogbat ifter Action Report.
: P

These Operation maps depict battle sites of the abtacks described in the
sections attack and counterattacies.

Appendix 1 = QUAN LOI Attack
appendix 2 - FSB SIDEWINDIR attack

Lppendix 3 « IFSB ASPET I idtack
Appendix 4 - E Troop 2/11 ACR Counterattack mission

ippendix 5 - E Troop 2/11 ACR Contact
Appendix 6 - Areas of Operation
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ANNEX C to Battle of Northern BINH IONG Province Combat After Action Report.

The following FRAGO!s are appropriate to the battle:

FRAGO 14 to OPORD 6«69 (Operation KENTUCKY COUGAR) (U)
FRAGO 15 to OPORD 6-69 (Operation KENTUCKY COUGAR) (U)
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081700H August 1969

Frago 14 to OFORD 6-69 (Operation KENTUCKY COUGAR) (U)
TASK ORGANIZATION

TF WRIGHT TF 2/11 ACR TF 1/16 Regt Con
1/11 ACR E/2/11 ACR A Co, 1/16 Air Cav Twp
B/1-9 Cav (DS) F/2/11 ACR C Co, 1/16 919th Engr (-)
H/2/11 ACR A Trp, 1/4 HQ, 6-27 Arty
How/1/11 ACR
How/2/11 ACR
C/2/33 Arty
C/2-13 Arty (GS)
A/3-197 Arty (GS)
A/6/27 Arty (GS)
F/16 Arty (GS)
1. (C) SITUATION:

a. Enemy Forces: See current INTSUM,
b. Friendly Forces: ARVN Task Organization:

(1) TF 15 TF 4/9 TF 2/1
15 Cav (=) 4/9 Inf 2/1 Cev
1/9 Inf (=) One Trp 15 Cav One Co, 9 Inf
1 Plat 105mm How 1 Flat 105mm How Recon Co, 9 Inf

1 Plat 105mm How
1 Plat 155mm How

34th Rangers Bn (ARVN) TF BINH LONG Sub Sector
2/9 ARVN (<)
1 Flat 105mm How
1 Plat 155mm How

(2) €O, 9th Regt ARVN commends all ARVN forces in 11th ACR's A0, A1l RF/
PF forces in 11th ACR's AO are OPCON to ARVN Commenders in sector.

(3) TF 15 conducts ground reconnaissance to locate and destroy NVA/VC
forces in AO (see overlay). TF 15 assists counter attack of 2/11 on order,

(4) TF 4/9 establishes joint CP with 1/16 Inf (Mech) and conducts
ground recomnaissance in A0 (see overlay) to locate and destroy NVA/VC forces
threatening AN LOC,

(5) TF BINH LONG Sub Sector coordinates defense of AN LOC using 2/9 ARVN

GROUP 4
AUTOMATICALIY DECLASSIFIED

CowFlDENTIAL AFTER 12 YEARS




. CONFIDENTIAL
FRAGO 14 to OPORD 669 (Operation KENTUCKY COUGAR) (U)

(<) and RF/PF forces in sector (see overlay), ' ’

(6) 34th Ranger Bn canducts combined operations with 1/11 under the
supervision of TF WRIGHT,

(7) TF 2/1 secures CHON THANH, conducts ground reconnaissemce vic :
CHON THANH and outposts QL 13 during daylight hours with one Company, 1/9 ARVN,

(8) 211 RF Co cantinues to outpost QL 13 during daylight hours. ?

2, (C) MISSION; 11th ACR in cooperation with RVNAF forces repositiom forces,
adjuste sectors, conducts ground and air reconnaissance to locate and destroy
NVA/VC forces in A0, and prepares for the defenses of AN LOC/ LOC NINH,

3. (C) EXECUTION:
a., Concept of Operations:

(1) 11th ACR and RVNAF conduct air end ground reconnaissance and establish
strong points vie AN LOC/LOC NINH to locate and destroy NVA/VC forces moving
into the 11th ACR A0 for an attack on these cities., TF WRIGHT covers northern
portion 40 (LOC NINH); TF 1/16, TF 4/9, TF EINH LONG Province, and TF 15
cover central portion of AO; and TF 2/11 cover southern portion of AO,

(2) Fires: See Amex A (Fire Support)

b, TF WRIGHT:

(1) Conduct combined operatdons in assigned sector (see overlay) to
gain contact with and destroy NVA/VC forces threatening LOC NINH,
(2) Secure populated areas vie LOC NINH,
(3) Be prepared to counter attack south to AN LOC with a force of 3 troops,

c. TF 1/16:

(1) Conduct combined operatioms with TF 4/9 in AO (see overlay) to gain
contact with and destroy NVA/VC forces threatening AN I0OC, f
() Secure FSB THUNDER IV during hours of darkmess.
(3) Secure populated areas viec AN LOC,
) In conjunction with TF 4/9 prepare plans for counter attack in A0,

d. TF 2/11: !

(1) Continue to secure convoys on QL 13 in conjunction with RVNAF

(2) Secure THUNDER IIT during hours of darkness.

(3) During hours of darkness secure bridge and culvert vie XT 756800 and
conduct ambushes to detect NVA/VC forces attempting to strike these facilities
and the hamlets of DUC VINH (XT 763815) and DUC LOI (XT 763807).

(4) Establish Jump CP in A0,

(5) Maintain at least two 4.2" mortar tracks at QUAN LOI in support of
Base Defense.

(6) Establish FSB in AO using C/2/33 lvty.

(7) Exchange liaison officer with 15 Cav Regt ARVN and mgke mexium

Poge 2 of 3 Pages,
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coord:}pation witn RVNAF forces in AO.

(8) Be prepared to place one troop OPCON 3d Bde, 1st Cav Div (M) for
' ope:rations sast of QL 13,

‘ (9) In conjunction with 15th Cav ARWN prepare plans for counter attack
in 15th Cav A0 and releddecAN LOC from the south.

8s Ajr Cav Trp:

(1) Conduct intensive aerial reconnaissance with priority to portion
- of AO west of AN LOC,

(2) Be prepared to accept OPCON B/1-9 Cav,
, f. 919 Engr: No change
L. AIMIN & SIGNAL:
a, Call signs and frequencies of ARVN units:

(1) 9th Regt CMD NET': Pri LUSH TAPES 55.75
Alt DEIUX PATRON 36,20

(2) Bn NCS!'s of the 9th Regt

Bn Pri Alt
1/9 12 57
2/9 22 27
L/9 52 77
(3) 15 Cav CMD NET: Pri MYSTIC REFUND 32,30
A1t BOURBGN STAMPS 10
(4) 34 Ranger Bn (ARVN) Pri RIBBON TRICK 20 40.00~55.80
Alt SILENT CRAMP 37 30,00=36.90

b« FRAGO effective 081700H August 1969,

Acknowledge LEACH
CoL
ANNEX:
A « Fire Support
B - Opns Overlay
DISTRIBUTION: - Same as OPORD 6-69
OFFICIAL
/s/ BROOKSHIRE
BROOKSHIRE
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of 4Q Copies

=7 VI TAL 2 1ithAmd Cav Regt
CONFIDENT QUAN 10T (XT 8290) RVN
081700E August 1969

Frago 14 to OFORD 6-69 (Operation KENTUCKY COUGAR) (U)
TASK ORGANIZATION

TF WRIGHT TF 2/11 ACR TF 1/16 Regt Con
1/11 ACR E/2/11 ACR A Co, 1/16 Air Cav Trp
B/1-9 Cav (DS) F/2/11 ACR C Co, 1/16 919th Engr (=)
H/2/11 ACR A Trp, 1/4 HQ, 6-27 Arty
How/1/11 ACR
How/2/11 ACR
C/2/33 Arty

C/2-13 Arty (GS)

A/3-.197 Arty (GS)

A/6/27 Arty (GS)

F/16 Arty (GS)
1. (C) SITUATION:

a. Enemy Forces: OSee current INTSUM,
b. Friendly Forces: ARVN Task Organization:

(1) TF 15 TF 4/9 TF171
15 Cav (<) 4/9 Inf 2/1 Cav’
1/9 Inf (-) One Trp 15 Cav One Co, 9 Inf
1 Plat 105mm How 1 Flat 105mm How Recon Co, 9 Inf

1 Plat 105mm How
1 Flat 155mm How

34th Rangers Bn (ARVN) TF BINH LONG Sub Sector
2/9 ARVN (-)
1 Plat 105mm How
1 Plat 155mm How

(2) GO, 9th Regt ARVN commeands all ARVN forces in 11th ACR's AO, A1l RF/
PF forces in 11th ACR's AO are OPCON to ARVN Commsnders in sector. ‘

(3) TF 15 conducts ground reconnaisssnce to locate and destroy NVA/VC
forces in A0 (see overlay). TF 15 assists counter attack of 2/11 on order.

(4) TF 4/9 establishes joint CP with 1/16 Inf (Mech) end conducts
ground reconnaissance in A0 (see overlay) to locate end destroy NVA/VC forces
threatening AN LOC,

(5) TF BINH LONG Sub Sector coordinates defense of AN LOC using 2/9 ARVN

GROUP 4
AUTOMATICALIY DECLASSIFIFD
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| CONFIDENTIAL
FRAGO 1/ to OPORD 6-69 (Operation KENTUCKY COUGAR) (U)

(~) and RF/PF forces in sector (see overley), '
(6) 34th Ranger Bn conducts combined operations with 1/11 under the
supervision of TF WRIGHT,
(7) TF 2/1 secures CHON THANH, conducts ground recomnaissance vic
CHON THANH and outposts QL 13 during daylight hours with ane Company, 1/9 ARVN,
(8) 211 RF Co continues to outpost QL 13 during daylight hours.

2, (C) MISSION; 11th ACR in cooperation with RVNAF forces repositiom forces,
adjusts sectors, conducts ground and air reconnaissance to locate and destroy
NVA/VC forces in AO, and prepares for the defemses of AN LOC/ LOC NINH,

3, (C) EXECUTION:
a, Concept of Operations:

(1) 11th ACR and RVNAF conduct air and ground reconnaissance and establish
strong points vie AN LOC/LOC NINH to locate and destroy NVA/VC forces moving
into the 11th ACR A0 for an attack on these citles. TF WRIGHT covers northern
portion A0 (LOC NINH); TF 1/16, TF 4/9, TF BINH LONG Province, and TF 15
cover central portion of A0; and TF 2/11 cover southern portion of A0,

(2) Fires: See Ammex A (Fire Support)

b, TF WRIGHT:

(1) Conduct combined operations in assigned sector (see overlay) to
gain contact with and destroy NVA/VC forces threatening LOC NINH,
(2) Secure populated areas vic LOC NINH,
) Be prepared to counter attack south to AN LOC with a force of 3 troops,

c. TF 1/16:

(1) Conduct combined operatiomns with TF 4/9 in A0 (see overlay) to gain
contact with and destroy NVA/VC forces threatening AN IOC,
(2) Secure FSB THUNDER IV during hours of darkness.
) Secure populated areas vic AN LOC,
(4) In conjunction with TF 4/9 prepare plans for counter attack in AO,

d. TF 2/11:

(1) Continue to secure canvoys on QL 13 in conjunction with RVNAF

(2) Secure THUNDER IIT during hours of darkness.

(3) During hours of darkness secure bridge and culvert vic XT 756800 and
conduct ambushes to detect NVA/VC forces attempting to strike these facilities
and the hamlets of DUC VINH (XT 763815) and DUC LOI (XT 763807).

(4) Establish Jump CP in AO,

(5) Maintain at least two 4.2" mortar tracks at QUAN LOI in support of
Base Defense.

(6) Establish FSB in AO using C/2/33 Arty.

(7) Exchange liaison officer with 15 Cav Regt ARVN and mnke mexium

Page 2 of 3 Pages.
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IDENT
FRAGO 14 to OPORD 669 (Operatio%%ml COUG ’A}’(U)

coord:}pa‘bion with RVNAF forces in AO.

~ (8) Be prepared to place one troop OPCON 3d Bde, 1st Cav Div (AM) for
operations east of QL 13,

. (9) In conjunction with 15th Cav ARWN prepare plans for counter attack
in 15th Cav A0 and reletdecAN LOC from the south,

e. Alr Cav Trp:
(1) Conduct intensive aerial reconnaissance with priority to portion

. 0of AD west of AN 10C,

(2) Be prepared to accept OPCON B/1-9 Cav,
f. 919 Engr: No change
L. ADMIN & SIGNAL:
a. Call signs and frequencies of ARVN units:

(1) 9th Regt CMD NET: Pri LUSH TAPES 55.75
A1t DELUX PATRON 36,20

(2) Bn NCSts of the 9th Regt
Bn Pri Alt

1/9 12 57
2/9 22 27
L/9 52 77
(3) 15 Cav OMD NET: Pri MYSTIC REFUND 32,30
A1t BOURBON STAMPS hhe10
(4) 34 Ranger Bn (ARVN) Pri RIBBON TRICK 20 40,00~55,80
Alt SILENT CRAMP 37 30,00=36,90

b. FRAGO effective 081700H August 1969.

Acknowledge LEACH
COoL

ANNEX:

A - Fire Support

B « Opns Overlay

DISTRIBUTION: Same as OPORD 6-69
OFFICIAL

/s/ BROOKSHIRE
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. CONFIDENTIAL
Annex A(Fies Support) to FRAGO 14 to OPORD 6-69 (Operation KENTUCKY COUGAR) (U)

1t (C) Artillery control provided by éth Bn, 27th ARTY TOC. Location
QUAN LOI (call sign SERENE METHOD 37, Freq - 52.20.

2. (C) Direct Fire Support provided by organic Howltzer Battery, location TBA.
#o (C) General Fire Support provided py:

as A6/27 Arty, Ove175MM, location XT812906.
be B/6/27 Aryy, 8v-175mm, location XW1L3072,

L. (C) Calls for fire will be sent to 6/27 Arty TOC or direct to the in-
dividual battery concerned, over assigned frequencles:

a. How Btry 1/11ACRY NORTON STUMPS 71, Freq 56.80.
b. How Btry 2/11ACR, STORM GAUZE 78, Freq 5h.60.
c. A/6/27 Arty, SERENE METHOD 59, Freq 52.20.

d. B/6/27 Arty, SERENE METHOD 69, Freq 52.20.

e. ARWN Arty;through SF; HOUSE CHISEL, Freq 66.L0.
f. ARVN Metpars; through Sector; PALLID INSULTS, Freq 53.70.
g. HQ/6/27 Arty, SERENE METHOD 37,Freq S5B.20.

h. F/16 Arty, SERENE METHOD 99, Freq 5L.80.

i, A/3/197 Arty, SPACE DRUGS 59, Freq 60.30,

je ©/2/13 Arty, SIINEY ATLAS 79, Freq 5L4.60.

k. C/2/33 Arty, DUNGEON CHARLIE, Freq 60.30.

5. (C) A1l movements will be covered by an Aerial Observer, and will be
preceded by a rolling artillery barrage in dense vegetation and likely ambush
sites.

6. (C) A Forward Air Controller (FAC) will also fly colum cover for
coordination of alr assetse

7. (C) Requests for Aerial Rocket Artillery (ARA) will be processed
through 6/27 Arty TOC,

GROUPLL
AUTOMATICALLY DECLASSIFIED
AFTER 12 YEARS

Page 1 of 1 page

CONFIDENT AL

e b o AR

[ DECLASSEED, _ )
! “ » LEARL H
YAy e g%jm ‘



Avwexg N "“AL
TO FRAGO |4 TO OPORD (o-69 cai Hﬁ[ﬁ |
. OPER ATION i(ENTUCk v 2
MAP REF ! |¢ o ‘;;v;.o GAR

NO CHANGE | NO CHAN GE
/ TF WRIGHT
sy
449 - 116
iNO ™
IFIRE !
120Nk -
|
551700 |
_ | Va0 a1/l
l AUT l ]lP\/’\\s_
e oe | 15 BINH LONG
EFF PROVINCE
NO CHANGE loa’na?- | sua-sech
N&&» {d’
atd [ ge
! 1
f

o l TERM !
- 312400406

3

L - - i

NO CHANGE |
~
R
;f DECLASSIEE

y *vJLmﬁmw?gﬂ

¥



.o | CONFIDENTIAL Cop __ of /0 Conies
, B9, 11th ‘red Cev Regt

AUAN LOY (8290) VN

129400H ‘ugust 1969

FR.GO 15 to OPORD 6-69 (Operation KENTUCKT COUGIR) (U)
1. (C; :IssroMs:
a. TF 1/16 Inf ( ech):

(1) Temain OPCON 11th A4CR,

(2) Displace one compenr by Route A to wic blocking nosition G6,
Recon w/in the 4 sq km grid (2 kms on a side) centered on XT6891, Cive in-
iti~1"@mphasis to NW corner of that bor,

(3) riggy back D=5/7 to vic of 4 sq km grid 4*213113 on » side)
entered on ZT6889, Screen, facing east, the entire box from ¥ to S,

(4) Displace one compamr by Route % to vic blocking nosition G,
fecon in 4 sq km grid (2 kms on a side) around YT7288, Hook into th's 70 from
vest to east.

b, TF 2/11 *CR:

(1) Disnlace one troop vie Route % to vic blocking position RS5,
I%econé S to M, within the 4 sq km grid (2k#s on & side) centered on
XT7086.

(2) Displace one troop via Route T to Blocking position R4,
fecon S to NV in the 4 sg km grid (2 kms of a side) around ¥T6887,

(3) Escort convov from 77 E-W grid line to NU/N LOI with 2 pla-
toons, 1st Inf Div will escord convoy north to thet line,

¢, Coordinating Instructions:

(1) Attack at 0600 hours to regain contrct,
() If no contact is made, upon arrival in obiective sres bresk
into platoon - sized elements end recon in sreas,

2., This FR.GO effective 120500H August,

Acknowledge LELCH
COL
CNEEX . « Diagram

DISTRIBUTIUN: Same as OPORD 6-69
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REPRODUGED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

ANNEX D to Battle of Northeﬁ

}I?he following is the culmative statistics on the
1. US Losses:
a. Personnel: 19 Killed
226 wounded
b. Equipment: 2 UH/2s moderately damaged
6 ACAVs moderately damaged
30 ACAVs combat loss
1 M4BA3 lightly damaged
2 ML4BA3 moderately damaged
2, IEemy losses
a. Personnel: 5l Killed
21 PWs
b. Equipment: 10 Bangalore Torpedoes
88 B;-ho rounds
18 B-41 rounds
66 RPG Boosters
10 RPG-;2 Launchers
8 RPG~7 Launchers
19 RPG~2 rounds
5 RP rounds
1 60mm rounds

146 ChiCom Grenades

ﬁtor Action Repoit,

attacks during 11 = 13 August,.

6 MLBA3 heavy damage

Yy M4843 combat loss

1 ALVB moderately dama
1 Road Gradef combat 1
1 M551 combat loss

6 ChiCom Claymore Mines

1 107mm rounds

12 AK:h?s
1292 AK:LL'? rounds
2100 7.62mm rounds (link type)

1 51 caliber tripod

1 US Frag Grenade

Medical supplies

12 66mm rounds
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