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CONFIDENTIAL

DEFIRTLENT OF THE JBNY
HBADGUIRTERS 4TH B.TT.LION 27TH ARTILLERY
APO San Francisco 964,90

IWGE-YC : 11 November 1968

SUBJRCT: Operational Report of the 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery(UIC: WALSLA)
| Pa_riod Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI)

SEE DISTRIBUTICN:

1. (C) Section 1, Operations: Significant Lctivitdes.
a, Personnel,

(1) The &6th Battalion, 27th Artillery remained assigned to the
23d irtillery Group. The organic batteries of the battalion were not
detached during this period. Battery &, 2d Battalion, 1lth frtillery
wes abttached by GO 4477, Headquarters, USARV, 25 September 1948 for all
purpeses to include trensfer, promotion and requisiticning of personnel.

(2) The 5-1 section continued to conduct extensive inter and intra-
battalion infusion program during this reporting pericd.

(3) During this reporting peried, the assigned persomnel strength
of the Battelion was slightly under the anthorized strength.

(k) The only major personnel shortages existing throughout the
reporting pericd were: Captsins, Artillery Branch - 2,

(5) During this period there was one (1) casuslty due to hostile
action, (WIR)

(6) Awards and decorations pressnted to members of this commend
include three (3) Bronze Stér Medals (Valor), one (1) Bronze Star Medal
(Achievement), fort ven (47) Bronze Star Medals (Service), four (&)
iir Medals, four (4) Army Commendation Medals (Valor), tidrty-two (32)
frmy Commerdation Medals (Service) and three (3) Purple Hearts,

(7) Te R & R program continues to be the biggest morale boester
in the Battelion. During the reporting period the Battalion fulfilled
98% of the assigned quotas, :

(8) There were no significant morale or disciplinary problemes -
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an exbremely effective progrem of Iastruction uuﬁmaﬁﬁ
perscnel hygiene, The w‘uﬁfﬁmwwﬁh

during this reporting pericd,

(10) There were ho vebdcle of eirdreft sccidents siguiTidentiy
affecting cperations,

(11} There were nc sigrififcsnt changés in edugetional opporfupities.
——_ (12) There were no siguificent veligions services or problems.
g b, Operations,

* @ MMammmmmmmm
in mmerces operstions and displaced nits es dindigetied Below:

(2) e Battedion tacticel cpersifons
Phuioe Vinh, WV, st the end of the last vepcrbing period

uel’cperatiam Wmmmwm; Matmwgmﬂs

and attached betterdes were glemmed snd conbrelled from Fiyoe Wish. Upen
return $o Quen Ioi, sifficiest offiecors and men were left ob Phice Vith
to provide vonbinued dperstion of the FSOB/AICC facilitdies.

(b) Cperstien Chins Boy 1%, 28 July - ¥ lugnst 1948, The plstoos
from & Battery, 24 Battalicn, 13%h Artillery, Shst loccted st Bu Dop,
mmwaﬁggh&%ﬁﬁmmmw%w.

ported by 0-123 sirereft, T fWo 153em hewi¥iers were Erunsported Tran

(c) Operstion China Béy IV, 10 fugust — 20 t 1568, On 13 rugust
1968 cne platoon of Battery &, 28 Battslion, 1lth ®as trans-
_ ported from Phuoc Pinh o Toug Le Chon, BVN, By C-130 eirersf€. The platoon
established a firing position outside the Special Ferecs Comp at Tong le
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SUBJECT: Opsrotional Report of the 6th Battaliem, 27th irtillery(UIC: WilShi)
Feriod Erding 3% Octcber 1968, RCS CSFUR-65 (RI)

Chon, and provided direct support to Detschments ¥~334 and B-36, Company
A, 5th Specigl Forcos Group. One Iigison Cfficer was provided by this
Battalion to preform dutiss of fire support ceordinstor for the mareuver
elements, The Battslion estsblished a two-man radic reley feem stop Hount
Yol Ba Den, who provided continuous eczmunic-tions between the firing unit
and the maneuver forces. On 20 jugush ‘the platoon was transported to
Phuoe Vink by C-123 and C~130 type zircr=ft whereo it rejcined its bettery,

(d@) On 26 kugnst 1968, one forward observer party was provided to the
LRVN 36th Ranger Battalion. This forward observer assisted in fire plan-
ning snd afljusting artdillery rounds when needed. The forward observer party
% returned on 21 September 1968.

. (e) Operstion Chira Boy VII, On 2 Octcber 1968 one platoon from
Battery 4, 2d Battalion, 11th frtillery, was transported from Fhuce Vinh
to Tay Minh, RVN by C-130 type alrcraft., They were then transported by
CH=5l, and CH-47 aircraft to Thien Ngen, RVN, t¢ be in direct support of
Company £, 5th Specisl Forces Group. OCne liaison officer was provided st
the maneuver forces hesdquarters 4n Tay Minh. Cn & Cctober 1968 the platoon
displaced to Trang Sup, RVN, by CH-54 and CH-L7 aircyaft. *The platcon
prepared snd cecupied & firing pesition to provide contirmed fire support
for Company #, 5th Special Forces Group. &n 9 October 1968 the pletosn
displaved 5y surfsce convoy to Tay Ninh, snd deparfed Tay fdinh om 10
October 1968 for Di in by comvoy. At Di An the platcon wes given the
misgzion of GSR lst Infentry Divieion Artillery. Theoughout fhe entire
operation, a two-man radio relay tesm was meintained atop Mount Nai Ba
Den to provide continueus commurdesfions among all elements,

(f) On 13 Cctober 1968, the remeinder of Battery A, 2d¢ Batteliom,
11th irtillery, wss transported fram Phuoe Vinh t¢ Phu Loi by C-130
sirereft. They then moved By motor convey to Di in, where they cccupied
a firing position with the platéon thet arrived on 10 Cctober. The mission
of the beitery ot thie ‘time was GSR ist Infentry Diwvision Artillery.

(2) The following rumber of missions were fired with total amounts
-of smmnition axpended as indicsted:

UNIT MISSICES PIRED AMURTRION BXEERDED
150mn  175mm 8%
Battery &, 6/27 irty 3292 LE,601 4,15,
Battery B, &/27 Arty 3639 3,817 5,6%
Battery C, 6/27 irty 3LL0 3,535 5,00L°
Battery A, 2/11 irty 2705 12, 167
T0T4IS: 13,076 12,167 11,953 34,875
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SUBJECT: Operstionsl Report of the 6th Bettelion, 27th Jrtillery(UIC: W/dSi))
Pericd Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI)

¢, Training.

(1) Continuing emphasis has been placed upon Vietnam peculiar training
for all new in-country arrivels: Msny new men are sent to the lst Brigade,
1st Infantry Division, Jungle Devil Schocl, This treining contributes
grestly to the individusl secldiers ability to preform the varied tasks
recuired in Vietnam,

(2) Fire direction tests are sdministered to all newly assigned
officers, 2nd periocdic eveluations are made of fire direction procedures
and persormel within the battalion,

(3) Three enlisted men were sent Lo a nuclesr weapon refresher
trelning school during this period.

&
d. Intelligence.

(1) During this period the Battelion was able to utilize a visuel
reconaissance aircraft assigned to the 3d Brigede, 101st Adrborne Division
to supplement its VR program. This sireraft was flown during the time
pericd 1400 hours to 2200 hours. The battslion wes able to sverzge two
or three hours of evening VR & dey using this aircraft. By hsving this
sireraft svailable, the battalion was able to support US treops in contsct
missions and to comtrol counter-morter fires from bese camps under attack.
The battelion was also sble to conduct numerous cbserved fire missions
during the esrly evening hours along & major infiltration route by the
Song Be River west of Phuoc Vinh, The utilization of this aircraft con-
tributed grestly to the battalion's VR progrem.

(2) The battalion hes continued its progrsm of sttacking hard tergets
and is contimuously revising its active terget list based on current intel-

ligence,
e. Logistics,

(1) During this reporting period resupply of this organization was
accompl¥shed in the following menner:

(a) Battery "A" was resupplied by convoy.

(b) Battery "E" was resupplied by aircrsit,

(¢) Battery “C" was resupplied by convoy four times during the
reporting perlod. The.remainder of the resupply was sccomplished by
adreraft,

(d) Battery "a", 2d Battalion, 1lth Artillery was resupplied by

comvoy on four cccasions with the remsinder of all resupply sccomplished
by airer:ft, While vlements of the bettery were nueupyins isclated fire

support bases, resupply was accomplished by aircraft.
COUNFIDENTIAL PAGE 4 COF 7 PAGES
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(2) Five ¥-107 ang twe Fell® jiowitzer chasis were Seplaced within
the Brtfalton. 413 veplacement shosis were eiiber pew or reludlt. ’

” ) w%%% amamﬂmmmmm:au

responsible for ‘the cperstion Broup Rear. During Yhis perd

thers hes bein en increesef demand upon Sérvice Battery fio gsstst in the

Mﬁmﬂiﬁ- ﬁ:;lma thwm‘wﬁ Iﬂé?ﬁarmsﬁatury
ugys Ba*p:mﬂm

Hitﬁumthﬂmm—% et oy o

- {£) Crgepiestion. Hmeing this perded, the Gth Bettalicn, 278h
mﬁmwhmmwwmmmwm,
Unifed Stetes drmy Pecifid, drted 20 Jure 196B.

(g} Other.
{1) Durdng tie perted the Botfelion undarioent the, Annual Genersl
tospection sdntojstered by the Inspestor Genersl, Hesdouarters, Tnited

States Tietrzm, The Battalivn.was swarged & satisfectory wating,
based efﬁ.rw@f satisfsctory ars&*wmnﬁwﬂw

{23 THe foklowing @Mﬁnﬁmw hate been atcouplishel
daring this reporking perdod by this orgenigation:

(a) The fn Zoe, BN Hoardize Schosl has received extensive
help in the form of medicel f60d, ard costruction @eterdal for
renovaticn and repaiv. mmﬂwmmmmmh
over 300 in the past several months.

{b) The Tan Lol kindergarten ofy Qued lod base ¢amp has rveceived
considerable assistance from the babttalicn, THe betteliowr Bas provided
lzbor asd wrterisl gid o paint the sehool, waivbsin the plegperound areas,
and hes dansted Becks 2cr the students.

{c) The Battslion contimed Lo spdnser She An Loe Boy Scbut program.
The fraep hso ‘inczeased gn size Fram sevelity+<five t¢ one hundred fifty
boya, The Bettzlion alde provifed uniforns for the hoys during this pericd.

2. {C) Becticn 2, Lessous Tesrned: Conmander's (hservebicns,

a, PFergommel. None

']

b, Operations,
(1) Survey of Battery locsticns,

. {a) CEBSERVATION. Survey ¢ontrol polnts should be placed im &
permsnently protected ares.

CONFIDENTIAL "®2® M
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} BUALUATION. Experdencs indicetes thet thesfrecnent exchenge of
BEtterice inte and out ofibese ‘r-’ma ‘often. m*;s in Em mﬁ:::m

'émrt:rbl ts: being demag 16 use, Ui
Mcaﬁin or toyr of -bunke "'-W*ﬁéﬁhﬁﬁmﬁ@ f{eut.

fﬁhe pastreporting periody it was “necssgory for. thi‘hﬂmtt‘-aliop ;gp Jgp

survoy :¢introl inko two: “pogitions in'a, patﬁanent._ bése, CEmpy, ‘since
the e:d.s'l;iug control was: qﬁmﬂw& ‘when, the. unit departed, ..To ﬁ‘a;c:ﬂitutu
£he #ost repid occupetioti possible; sccurate ‘survey defa must be présent

upOn initr_al ac%ﬁm.

. gc} Rzmmmm !hat survey dcntrﬂ pdint-a ‘Bi. eat}b!.ipﬁed 4
ﬁ:mas frée from freqdsnt m-sﬁcf and the dste kept current on file in
the bagé camp fire smpporb ‘coordinstion cénter,

(2} Surrrey wntrn:rl in reunﬁ aress.

{a} ﬂE&E}"fE‘I‘I{Iﬂf The: sun.ghot, ﬁg.-t’hni eatab]:-is at.;a. Birvey
divectionsl confrol becomee v&rﬁm critm::i- ﬂgﬁn em;ﬁ,ﬁgu.rg m;%l
remcte eress,

&) E?I&LUEEIGH Expmgnm i‘uiic&t-uﬁ r.haﬁr;'pr?ey Zontrol:
‘a sun shot.. ‘Ghite ¢Fter this bs .ﬂqlw
‘Been required tp move: ff'qh E-eléments Into vemcte US ‘peciel Ferces Ganps
%o Hrdvide dirsct. support artillery for their sperations. Trapsportetion
Pecilitics are 1imited; #nesoften ﬂhaw 48 ﬁgﬁ#u.t@mi)mt- sacurity Lo conduct.
an extensive - surmy opara.t-im.. This, Bai;!;ﬁimm found that.two men,
felen Porward in 2. light eivereft, cen i:'dsiIg and rapidly esteblish ac-
etrate survey amtrol.

e} ammmm. That. incrgnscd ﬁnphﬂﬂimbﬂ ‘Blaced u bhe.
sun shot ethod of aetumimuihé&;m in rm’ms ‘training. tuntars prior
to zssignmént to Vietnsm, apd thet all ‘sprvey crews in Vistnsm become
proficient in this method: -of surwey control,

c. Training.
Traﬂﬂers‘hdﬁ:‘ing Frcwﬁum%:

(1) OBSERVATION: Tewly, réceived Hadftenencs personnel efe ot
trafnsd fufficiently in troublestiosting procedures, :

€2} EVALUATION. Experisiée indicetds that “naii*i;r fated paint-
enante perscinel are nobt sufficiently .prb:t‘:.ci*mﬁ in t-rnnf,hlaa_ SHing
procefuresy 2 deficicnoy thht couges. considersble delay in v&hiﬂa}‘
weaptn wpaclr, These parsml mist Be given furthér tréihing in
gpecific areé by quelified maintenarice supervidora before they ave fully
cuzlified to do this job, The unioue ‘sifuction of the artillery units,

oftén isolated from their direct num,rt msintensnce units recuires

CONEIDENTIAL "2 Hes
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that proper diagnosis be mede gquickly to fecilitate rwpair perts resupply.

(3) RECQMMENDITICHN. That maintenance school progrems be reevaluated
and possibly changed to reflect incressed iraining hours in troubleshcoting
procedures,

d. Intelligence.

Torget Intelligmece Sources.

(1) OBSERVATICN. Intelligence agenciss that emplace sensor devices
should estrbtlish and maintein direct lisison end commnicetions with all
*artillery units who will be responding to cells for fire from the sensor
monitoring stetion,

(2) EVALUATION. Bxperience indicates thet initiel response to calls
for fire on newly emplaced sensor devices in aress unknown to the firing
unit may be too slow to be of any military significance, Firing units
should be mede awere of the locetions of sensor devices so that pricr terget
clearences cen be obtained, and Tiring data cen be kept current st all
times. Needless delays can thus be avoided,

(3) RECOMMENDATION. That 2ll intelligence sgenciee dissemimate the
locations of sensor devices to the firing units es socn a8 possible after
emplacement.

€. Logistics., MNene
f, Orgenization, MNone
B+ Other. Hone

/eﬂfauf J ;‘gmftf-u;;,
RICHARD 5. BULLOCK
LTC irtillery

Coomanding

DISTRIBUTION:

2= Commender-In-Chief, United States lrmy Pacific
3~ Commending General, United States lremy Vietneo
6~ Commending Officer, 234 /rtillery Group
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02 mnw.mmm,mmt GFORDT,

1. This headpurters hss veviowsd the Opersdicast Legraed
hh%ﬁﬂ“ﬂ“h

Battalion, 27%h .
Dlee:

2. Coomeaite

W. C. ARNTZ

o XL
n “ h-p m w Assistant Adjutant GBHI‘.T‘HI
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