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SUSTECT: Operstional Report of éth Battalion, 27th Artillery (UIC: WALSKA)
Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFCR-65 (RI)

SEF DISTRIBUTION

&

1, (C) Section 1, Operations: Significant Activities,
a. Personnel,

(1) The éth Battalion, 27tk Artillery remained assigned to the 234
Artillery Group. The organic batteries Of the battalion were nut detached
during this peried. Battery "A", ?d Zattalion, 1lth Artillery remained
attached to the 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery,

(2) The S-1 Section continmued to conduct an extensive inter and intre=
battalion infusion program during the repoerting peried,

{3) muring this reporting period the assigned persomnel strength of
the battalion was slightly under the puthorvized strength until 1 July 1948, .
(n that date the authorized strength of the battalion was ehanged in
ecmpliance with Ceneral “rder Yumber 311, Feadguarters, United States Army
Padific. As resnlt of imnlementine thig Ceneral Mrdee, Hasdonartars
Tattery was elipghtly over the authorized strenpgth and remained so until
tho end of this reporting period.

(L) There were no major personnel shortiges in any M'S or grade <
until 1 July 1968, is s result of implezentation of Ceneral Order Number
311 on that date the following short: ges were creatod and cuntinued.to
exist throughout the remainder of the reporting period:

{a) Captains, Artiliery Branch = 3,

(b) Lieutenants, Artillery Rranch - 2.
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AVCE-YC 6 August 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report of éth Battalien, 27th Artillery (UIC: WAISAA)
Pericd Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI)

(5) During this period there were seven (7) battle casualties (WIA)
ard fourteen (14) non-battle casualties, one of whom died not as a result
of hostile action.

(6) - Awards and decorations presented to members of this command
included eight Bronze Stars (Service), one Adr Medal (w/kth, 5th, éth OIC),
elght Army Cozmmendation Medals (five for Service, three for achievement),
four Furple Hearts and one Certificate of Achievement (USARV).

(7) There is no significant R&R information.
(8) There were no significant morale or diseiplinary problems.

(9) The Medical Section of the Battalion has continued to conduct
an extremely effective program of instyuvetion relative to aanitation and
personel hyglene. The health of the commana continued to be cxcellent

during this reporting period.

(10) There were no vehicle or aireraft accidents significantly
affacting operations,

(11) There were no significant changes in educational opportunities.
(12) There wore no eignificant religious services or problems,

b, Operations.

(1) During this pericd the 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery participated
in numercus operations ard displaced units as indicated below:

(2) The liaison team consisting of one officer and one enlisted man
of the 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery who were attached to the 1lth Armored
Cavalry Regiment during the previous reporting period remained attacked
until 11 May 1968. This lisison team assisted in fire planning and cleara:s:
of thrgets for the regiment.

(b) Operation "Het Roi", 11 May - 23 May 1963. On 11 May 1962, cne
platoon of Battery "A", 24 Battalion, 1lth Artillery was transported
from Fhuoe Vinh, RUN, to Tra Cu, RWI, by CH=47 =nd CH-54 aireraft. The
platoon was positioned immediately outside the Suecial Forces Camp
at thet location and provided direct support for Detachments A-352 and B-36,
Company "A", Sth Special Forces Group., One forwaw observer from this -
organization and cne forward cbserver attached to this crganization from
the 1st Battalicn, 27th Artillery accompanied the manouver elements and
adjusted artillery fires as necessary. Additionally, the éth Rattalien,

-
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SURJECT: Operational Report of éth Battalion, 27th Artillery (UIC: WAlSal)
Period Fnding 31 July 1968, RCS CSPOR-65 (RI)

27th Artillery provided o liaison efficer who performed the duties of fire
support coordinator for the maneuver unit commander. The platoon was
transported by CH-L7 and CH-54 aircraft om 23 Yay 1968, from Tra Cu to
Phuoc Yinh where it rejoined its battery.

(c) Cperation "ThaniThang", 30 May ~ 22 June 1968. On 29 May 1968,

one platoon of Rattery "AM, 2d Sattalion, 1llth Artillery was transported

from Phuoe Vinh to ?irasl.tppqrt Dase Saint Barbara by (H-L7 and CH=54

aireraft.  Cn 30 May 1968, one platoon of Battery "A¥, 5th Battalion, L2d

Artillery, located at Nong Xoai, RVE, was attached to the 6th Battalion,

Z7th Artillery nd transported by C=130 aircraft to Tong Le Chan, RVE,

These two platoons provided direct support for Netachments £=-33L and B-36,

Company ™\A", 5th Special Forces Group., (ne forwird observer from this

ofganization snd one forward observer sttached to this organizstion from

the 24 Tattalion, 32d Artillery accompanied the mansuver elements and

adjusted artillery fires as necessiry. The 6th Battalion, Z7th Artillery

zlso provided s lirison officer who functioned as the fire support coordinator

for the maneuver unit commander, fn 7 June 1968, the platoon of Battery

AN 24 Rattalion, 1lth Artillery located at Fire Support Base Saint

Barbera was transported to Matum, R, by CH-47 and CH-54 aircraft. Both

platoons contimied their missions and nssumed the additional responsibility

of reinforeing the fires of the lst Platoon, Battery "%v, éth Battalion, 77th
o Artillery who wes providing direct support to Detachment A-322, Company "AY,

5th Special Forces Mroup, ™ 8 June 1968, the platoon of Battery "A",

5th Mattalion, 42d irtillery, located -t Teng Le Chan, was tmnaportnr! to

Bear Cat, FY¥, by C-130 aircreft where it rejoined its battery., On 25

June 1968, the platoon of B=ttery "A", 7d Battalion, 11th Artillery located

2t ¥atum, was transported to Phuoe Tinh by CH-L7 and CH-5L aireraft

where it rejoined its battery. Throughout this operation the 6th 3attalion,

2th Artillery maintained 2 radio relay station atop Mount Pul Pa Den,

The thrase men operating this station insured that continuous commmication

was maintained between 2ll firing elements of the battalion and the supported

maneuver unitas,

(d) On L June 1968, the Tactical Operations Center of the 6th Battalion,
Z7th Artillery displaced from Cuan Loi, RYM, to Phucc Yinh znd assumed
the responsibility of opernting the Phuoc Vinh Fire Support Coordination
Center “nd the Air Yarning Control Center. fn 9 June 1963, the battalion
was relieved of these responsibilities and the Tactical Operations Center
returned to mtuan Leoi,

fe) n 24 July 1968, the Tactical Cperations Center of the 6th
Rattalion, 27th Artillery 2gain displaced from Cuan lLei to Phuoc Vinh ¢nd
assumed the responsibility of operating the Phuoc Vinh Fire Support Coordin-.
ation Center and the Air Warning Control Center. The Tactical Operationa
Center remained at Phuoc Winh throughout the remainder of the reporting

period.
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SUAJECT: Cperational Report of éth Battaliom, 27th Artillery (UIC: WALSAR)
Period Fnding 31 July 1968, RCS CSPR-65 (RI)

(f) Operation “China Doy II", 26 July 1968 - present, On 26 July
1968, one platoon of Battery "i®, 2d Battalion, llth Artillery was
transported from Fhuoc Vinh to Bu Dop, RN, The persomnel and light
ecuipment wera tranasperted by C=123 aircraft. The two 155mm howitzers
were transported from Phuoc ¥inh té Phuoc Binh, RVN, by C-130.zircrift.
They ware then transported to Bu Dop by (H-5L aircraft. The platoon
estahlished a-firing position inside the Special Forces camp at that lo-
cation and provided direct support to Deteachments A=341 and "=3&, Company
RAn . 5th Special Forces Croup. Two forward observers were attached to
this orgenization; one from the lst 3attalion, 27th Artillery, and one
from the 2d Battalion, 32d Artillery. These forward observers accompanied
the maneuver forces and adjusted srtillery fires as necessary. The 6th
Pattalion, 27th Artillery provided # liaison officer who perférméd the
duties of fire support coordinator for the meneuver unit commander.
Additionally, the battalion established and maintained a radio relay
station atop Wount Mui Ba Ra., Two men operated this station and insured
that continumous communication.wes maintained between all firing elements
of the battalicn and Ahe supported mancuver units.

(2) The following number of missions were fired with total zmounts
of ammunition expended as indicated:

T MISSIONS FIRED AMANITICN FXPERDED
1550 17500 8w
Rattery VAW, 6/27 Arty 1,899 LT66  6L52
Battery "Bn, 6/27 Arty L6 3847 7289
Rattery "CM, £/27 Arty LRA00 3369 7618
Battery "A®, 2/11 Axty _4857 20532
TOTALS: 19250 20532 11982 21359
¢, Training,

(1) The battalion continues to administer Specialist Tests for gun
section personnel, fire directicn center personnel, and all incoeming
company grade officers. The battalion has sdministered one proficiency
test to each of the firing batteries during this period.

(2) YNew in-country arrivals continue to be sent to the lst Brigade,
1st Infantry Division, Jungle Devil School. This course of instruction

Page §.. of 310 _Peres
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AVGE-YC 6 August 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Repoert of éth Battalien, 27th Art.ﬂlury (UIc: WAlSAA)
Pericd Erding 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI)

contributes significantly to the newly arrived soldier's ability to perform
security misslions.

(3) Six enlisted men of the battalion.attended a course of instruction
on maintenance and operatiocn of motfom picture projectors .during this
pericd. These personnel were returnedvtt their units and performed the
additional duty of projectionist,

(4) Six enlisted men of the battalion attended a course of instruction
. on the M107 and MI10 turret. Upon returning to their respective batteries
these personnel were able to better diagnose and correct turret deficiencies,
The preventive maintenance program of the firing batteries improved as
& result of the training these perscnnel received.
L3

d. Intelligonce.

(1) During this period the Battalicn S-2 Officer continued to exploit
all previously established intelligence sources. The volume of intelligence
information available increased a great deal during this pericd as a
result of the establishment of a Battlefield Information Center and a
Battlefield Information Control Center at Quan Loi. These agencles have
been responsible for providing this organizetion with timely and accurate
target intelligence. As a resnlt of the increased volume of available
information the Assistant Communications Officer has been given the addition-
al duty of Target Intelligence Officer. Thid officer functions as the
Assistant S-2 Officer and is responsible for maintaining liaison with the
Battlefield Information Center and Control Center.

(2) The organic aircraft and aviators of this organizaticn were
detached during this period and attached to the Headquarters, Z3d Artillery
Group. One or two apircraft are allocated to the battalion daily depending
upen the availability of aireraft. These aircraft are used for visual
reconnaissance.

(3) The battalion has continued its program of attacking hard targets
and is constantly revising its active target list based on current

intelligence,
e, logistics,

(1) During this reporting period resupply of this organization was
accomplished in the following manner:

(a) Battery "A" was resupplied by convoy.

Page & of JO " Peres
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AVGE-YC & August 1963
SUBJECT: Operational Report of éth Battalion, Z7th Artillery (UIC: WALSAA)
Period Ending 31 July 1962, RCS CSPOR-65 (RI)

(b) Battery "B" was resupplied by aircraft.

(c) Battery "C" was resupplied by convoy on cne occasion, the
remainder of the resupply was accomplished by aircraft.

(d) Battery "A%, 2d Battalion, 1lth Artillery was resupplied by
convoy on one ‘cccasion, the remainder of the resupply was accomplished by
aireraft. VWhile elements of the battery were cccupying isolated fire
support bases, resupply was accomplished by aircraft. While located at
Fire Support Base % Saint Barbara this platoon was resipplied by convoy.

(2) A1l of the howitzers of Battery "A", 2d Battalion, 11th Artillery
wWere replaced during this reporfing perioed with newly manfactured howliizers.
The replaced howitzers are presently being rebuilt by support maintenance
units.

f. Organization. During this period the éth Battalion, 27th Artillery
was organized in compliance with General Order 311, Headquarters, United
7 States Army Pacific, dated 20 June 1968. As a result of implementing
et this order the battalion is now organized as irdicated below:

(1) Headquarters and Headquarters Battery - TOE £6-436G, MICE 6-436G,
USARPAC 1/68,

(2) Batteries "A", "B", and "C" - T(E 6-4373, MT(E 6-437G, USARPAC 1/é8,
(3) Service Battery - TCE £-439G, MTOE 6-439G, USARPAC 1/68.

g. Other. The following civic action projects have been accomplished
during this reporting pericd by this organization:

(1) The An Loc Montagnerd Boarding School and the Phuoc Vinh School
have been renvvated and remain continually under repair.

(2) The oman Loi School is continually under repair. Members of

this organization have provided laber and cquipment to build a playground
for the use of the kindergarten age children.

(3) The battalion continues to sponsor the An Loc B4y Scout program.
The troop has increased in size during this pericd from twenty to bBeveniy-
five boys.

(4) The battalicn medical sectiin has conducted four MEDCAPs and has
treated 655 patients during this period in the Quan Loi/An Loc area.

2. (C) Section 2, Lessons Learned: Commander's Observations, Eval-
uations and Recommendations.
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SUBJECT: Operational Report of 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery (UIC: WAlSAA)
Period Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSPR-65 (RI)

a, Personnel. None
b. Operations.
(1) Survey of Individual Artillery Pieces,

(a) OBSERVATION. Survey control should be extended to each artillery
weapon loceted in 2 firing battery position area,

(b) " EVALUATION. Experience indicates that members of artillery gun/
howitzer sections who are manning their primary weapons during mortar and
rocket attacks are among the first to observe muzzle flashes of hostile
weapons. An accurate direction to the muszzle flash can be determined by
section personnel when survey data is availsble for each weapon pesition.

%his direction can be used to assist in establishing the location of the

hostile weapons. - If the flash is observed by members of two or more
sections who are manning their respective weapons, intersection of the
target can be rapidly accomplished either manually or by using the MI8 gun
direction computer (FADAC).

(¢) RECOMMENDATION. That survey control be extended to each artillery
weapon located in a firing battery position area, and that this data be
stored in memory in the FADAC computer.

(2) uUse of the M18 Gun Direction Computer (FADAC).

(a) OBSERVATION. The M8 gun direction computer M18 (FADAC) can be
used to determine firing data when planning fires at intervals between
two points,

(b) EVALUATION. Tests have indicated that firing data for planned
fires at intervals between two or more points is more accurate and more
rapidly obtained when using the M18 gun direction computer (FADAC) rather
than the M10 plotting board. The method used to determine the firing data
is simple and requires relatividly little operator training. Enter the
grid coordinates of the two points and obtain an agimuth from ome point to
the other using the survey capabilities of the computer. Enter into the
conputer a fire mission using the grid coordinates of the point from which
direction was determined as the target location. Enter the direction
previcusly determined as the "Observer Direction". OCbtain firing data te
the point entered as the "target". Observer corrections of AID should now
be entered using the amount based on the numbsr of intervals involved.

(¢) RECOMMENDATION. That the MIB gun direction computer FADAC be
used, when availshle, to detormine firing dats for artillery fires planned
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AVGE-YC ;
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery (UIC: WALSAA)
Pericd Ending 31 July 1968, RCS CSFOR=65 (RI)

at intervals between two points.
(3) Protective Devices for Emplaced Collimators.

(a) OBSERVATION. Collimators which have been emplaced and are being
used as a reférence should be protected in such a manner as to preclude
personnel from accidently disturbing them,

(b) EVALUATICN. Experience indicates that during pericds of reduced
visibility firing battery personnel walking or rumning in the position area
often inmdvartently run into positioned collimators. When this occurs it is
necessary to reposition the collimator and verify the lay of the piece;
tkus, increasing the time required to respord to a fire request. To
preclude this occurance it is necessary to position devices around the
collimators which serve to warn personncl of their presence and prevent
them from being disturbed. A circular shield formed by welding two sections
of eighteen inch culvert material together can be placed over the coll-
imator to perform this function. Sardbage positioned around the ohield
will increase the stability and further reduce the possidility of unin-
tentional disturbance,

(¢) RECQMMEMDATICN, That protectivo devices such as described above
be positioned arourd emplaced collimators to preclude thelr being
inadvertently di.turbed.

(&) Preparation of Building Materi:1s for Rapid Use,

(a) OBSERVATION, Prior to execution of operationa involwing movement
of an artillery firing unit into a new fir‘s, support base, building
materials which accompany tho unit should be inspected and prepared for
their intended use.

(b) EVALUATION, Experience obtainod whiilec corducting numerous oper—
ations involwing the establishment of new fire <uppert bases has indicated
that units often have problems attempting ¢ meet minimum requirementis for
overhead protection.of persomnel and ammin tica prdor to darkness on the
day of the operation. In order to reduce the time reguired to build the
required structures, detailed plans should be drawn indicating the type
and dimensions of required building materiais. The buliding materials
shoeld be cut, notched and welded as appromitiate to insure rapid assembly.
Structures should be uniferm with reapeet Lo zize and materials required
in order to insure maxdmem efficiency iz clhnained during construction.

(c) mmﬁnm. Building materials accompaniying srtillery fizing -
units occupying new fire support bases should b? inspectod and prepared for
use prior to movement of the unit.

Page-~®~ of 10 T Pifes
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SURJECT: Cperational Heport of 6th Zsttelion, Z7th artillery (UIC: 12l3:a)
Period Ending 31 July 1948, €S CSRO=-65 (RI)

c. Training.

Inspection of srunition Cowponents.

(1) O3SZRVATION, Officers newly assigned to medium and heavy artillery
units should be given training upon arrival st their new units to i-prove their
s%i1l in inspection and meintenance of armnition components.

=4

(2) EVaLUsTION, Experience indicates that officers newly assigned to
rnediun and heavy artillerv units are usually not proficient with respect to
inspection and maintenance of ammnition components. These officers must be
given detailed training while on the Job by experienced officers in order to
insure that they are capatle of supervising and instructing their subordinates,
Thes unioue inspection procedures for the 1757~ propelling charges recuire that
officers assigned to units eculpped with weapons of this calider receive
particularly detailed instruction.

d. Intellirence.

Tarpet Intellipence Sources,

(1) OCoSERVATICY., srtilleay battalions should establish and maintain
direct liaison ard cormunications with all intelligence collection agencies
within their range cavabilities.

(2) TYALDATION, It has been deter~ined that intelligence collection
apencies frecuently obtazin intellipence infor—ation which they do not disseminate
until the reliasbility of the source and accuracy of the infor~ation has been
determined, This inforwtion is often related to a fleeting type tarset which
st be attacked rapidly if the attaclk is to be accoplished succesafully.

Direct liaison and comnication will ma%e avallable this unrated intellirence
infor=ation which will 21low & rapid target analrsis and atiack.

¢, Llogisties.

‘lelding of Tracked Vehicle el Tanks.

(1) OGSIRVATICY, Puwp type fire fruc'ts should be used to assist in
flushing fuel from tan¥s ef traced vehicles pricr to welding these fuel tan's.

(2) TV&LUATIOM. In order to reduce the hazard of fire while welding
the fuel tan'es of tracked vehicles it is necessary to drain all fuel fro:- the
tan's and te flush ther with water %o elizinate inflayrrable fumes. The tanks

Page g° of _10 Pores
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AVCE-YC 6 sugust 1965
SU3J2CT: OCoerational leport of fth Battalion, 27th srtillery (UIC: ilSas)
Period Ending 31 July 1948, ACS CSFCR-65 (RI)

nust be completely filled with water in order to insure that all fumes snd vapors
are reroved. In order to reduce the tine reouired-to accorplish this task

large robile water tanks and water hoses should be used, Fire trucks, when
nvailable, best meet these recuirements.,

f. Crgenization. “one.
g. -Cther. FYone.

sl fociiel ._5";\':{::(6?15:-

RICHARD S, BULLOCK
L LTC artillery
Cozmanding

DISTRIBUTICN:

2 Commander~In~Chief, United States Aroy Pacific
2 Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam
& Commanding Officer, 28d Artillery Group
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SUREGTT  Opsrebiaeed Bapord of Gt sintllery (61 WI8AA)
mmmmm&mm&
B4, BQ II PRGRCEV, APC Ssn Frenecleco 96266
WU Cosesnding Generel, US lrwy Vieinam, ATTH: AVHCC(DST), APO 96375
- CommarderwIn-Chief, W drsy Pscifie, ATTH: OPOPSOT, AFO 56558

T0¢  Assistant Chief of Staff for Ferce Developmnt, Pepartient of the
Avsgy, Yeshington, D.C. 20310

® Ju Subject report is forwarded.
2, Tals ipsdgusrtars hos reviewss and cenours with lhe Cperalisusl Bsport~

lsssums leamed of the 6 Baktelien, 274h Artillery for the poricd ending
31 July 1968, as indorsed.
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