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" b 30 April 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 6th Battalion, 27ih Artillery (UIC: WAISAL)

for Feriod Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI)

e, Persgpnel.

(1) The 6th mattalion, 27th Artillery remsined assigeed to the
233 Artillery Croup. The organic batteriss of the battalion were not detachscd
during this period, Battery "A", 2nd Battalion, 1lth Artillery minus, loceied
at Phuce Vinh, EVY, was attachéd to the 6th Batalion, 27th Artillery on 7
March 1968, The remainder of the battery, cne platoon, was atiached %o ihie
battalion on 26 Merch 1968 upon ite arrival at Bunard, RN,

* (2) The 8-1 Section contimied to conduct an extensive inter and
intra-battalion infusion program during the reporting pericd.

(3) During this reporting peried the assigned personnel strength
of t&w pattalion was slightly over the suthorized strength,

(4) There are no major pergcmmel shorteges in any MOS or grade in

the organization; however, throughout this reporting period there bas Leen a
shartege of officers in the grade of captain, The organizaiion ls authorized
twelwe {12) officers in this grade. Shown below are the mumber assigned on the
dates indicated:

(2) 1 Feb - 2 Mar 63 - 10,

(b) 3 Mar - 11 Mar 68 - 9,

(e) 22 ¥ar &6 - 8,

(¢) 13 Mar -~ 17 ¥ar 68 - 9.

(o) 18 Mar - 31 Mar &8 - 11.

(£) 1 A 68 - 10,

(5} There were four (4) battle casualties (WIA) end ome non-battle
ecaggalty during this reporting pericd.

(6) Awards ard Qecorations presented to members of this commnd
included three Bromze Stare (Service), three Air Vedsls (twe W/0IC), tiio
Army Commendation Medals and one Purple fleart.
(7) There is no significant R4% swcursAtion,
(8) Thers ware me significant morsle or diseiplinary problems,
(9) The Medical Section of the battelion has conbimea e anpduct

an extremsly effective program of instruciion relative o persomal hyglens.
The health of the command continued to be exeallent during this reporting periced.
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AyE- 30 April 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery (UIC: WALISLL)
: for Period Ending 30 April 1968, R0S GSFUR-65 (RI)

: (10) Thers were no vehlcle or sircrafi accidents significantly
affecting cperaticns.

(11} There wero no significant changes in educational opportunities,

(1?.] There were no significant religlous ssrvices or problems.

b, Overations.

(1)} During this period the &tk Battelion, 27th Artillery
participated in nmumerous operations and displaced units as indicated below:

(2) 411 vatteries participated in countering the FTET
Cffemsive® which began on 30 Jamuary and lasted uhtil Mexch 1568, The
battalion provided a forward obsorver to II Fisld Force Vietnam headquarters
ard an officer who £lew night "mortsr watch" over the Long Binh - Bien Hoa
ecupleX.

(b) On 9 Felwruary 1968, Battery "C", 6th Battalion, 27th
Artillery moved from fire suppert base "Cannon Xing® at Ioc Finh, RVN, by
motor merch fo Quan Loi, RVN., On the following day the batlery moved by motor
zarch to Bien Hoa, RVN, and occupled a firing position from which they could
support elements in contael in the long Biwh - Saigon area, That might, the
8" houlizer plateon of Htitery "C" was mpved by motor march to Di An, VI, o
provide close suprort for elsments of the lst and 25th Infantry Divisions, 5th
Infentry Division (ARVN), and the Capltol Military District, On 23 Fobrutry 1968
the battery minus moved by motor merch to DL An and joilned the 8% howitzer
platoon. ‘On 10 March 1968, the batfery moved to Phuoe Vinh, RVH, and ccoupied
the positien which it had occupied prior to leaving Phuoc Vinh in Decembar 1947,

(¢] "oporation erdun®, 19 March - 21 Harch 1968, One
Platoon of Battery BAM, Znd Batialion, 1lth Artiliery wes transperted from
Fhuoe Vinh to Ioc Ninh by C-130 und GR-54 airoraft. One platoon of Battery "CR,
35th Artillery Battalicn (ARVM) was placed wmdsr the operatiensl control of the
6th Battalion, 27th Artillery snd was trensported Ly CH-47 and CH-54 aircraft
from Ben Cat, KW to Ba Dop, RKVN, These tWo platoons provided direct support
for elemenis of Compamy "A", 5th Special Forces Group during the operation.
One ldaison officer and two frrward observers from the éth Mttalion, 27th
Artillery were attached to Company "A", 5th Special Forees Group during this
operation. The liaison officer functioned as the fire support coordinator and
supervised fire planring. The forward obssrvers accompanied mareuver wndts
and adjusted fire as necessary.

(d) Operation "Jamatta Shanee", 23 Marck - 27 March 1968,

The platocn of Battery "A", 2nd Battalion, 11tk Axtillery located at ILoc Ninh
was transported by C-130 and CH-54 sircraft to Dong Xosd, RVE., The platoon of
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LVE-T0 30 April 1968
SUBJROT: Operationsl Report of &th Emtfalion, 27th irtillery (UIC: WAISAA)
for Period Ending 30 April 1963, RGS CSFOR-65 (RI)

Battery °C", 35th drtillery Battalion (ARVH) at Bu Dop was transported by
C=123 and CH-54 aircraft to Chd Iich, AVY. These tws platoons provided direct
support for elements of Cpompeny "A®, 5th Special Foarces Group during this
cperation, The fires of these two platoons were reinforced by Battery "CV,
&th Battalion, 27th Artillery, located at Pimoc Vinh., One liaison officer and
two forvard observers were sgain atiached to Company ™A%, 5th Special Foreas
Growp. The liaisen officer performed the dutles of fire supporit coordinator.
The forvard obsorvers sccompanied the maneuver units and adjusted artillery
fires as necsssary, Upon the termination of this operation:

(1) The platoon from Battery "A", 2nd Battalion, 1lbh
Artillery wee transported from Dong Xoai to Phuoe Vinh by C-130 sircrait.

(2) The platoon from Battery "C®, 35th Artillery
Battﬁion (AR¥H) was returned to Ben Cat by CH-47 and CH-54 aircraft, Upen
arrival the plstoon reverted to the operatioral contrel of Battery "W, 35th
Artillery Battalion (ARVY).

. {e) On 28 March 1568, one platoon of Battery YAY, Ind
Battalion, 11lth Lrtillery which had teen attached to the 2nd Battalion, 13th
Artillery at Nha Bhe, KVH, was transported to Bumard by CE-47 ani CH-5L
aircraft. This platoon was positioned to provide direct suppert for the mensuver
elements confueting operation "Rapid Fire VIII. Hewewer, the concept of
operaltion was changad after the platoon wms positioned, The platoon remined at
Bunard apd provided direct support for Detachment 4344, Compeny "A%, 5th Specisl
Forces Groupe The platoon leader functioned as the fire support coordimatoer for
the detachment commarder until 15 April 1968, when the mission of the platoon
changed to general support. The platcon Was transported by C-130 aircraft on 22
Lpril 1968 from Bunard to Phuoe Vinh where it rejoined its bettery,

(£) Operaticn "Thrasher II", 11 ipril - 14 April 1968,
The 8" howitzer platoon of Eatiory "B, 6th BEattalion, 27th Axtillery éisplaced
from Camp Mertin o Song Be, AVH, moving by motor march on 11 April 1968 end
retrning to Canp Martin on 14 April 19é8. The platoor provided close and
contimious fire support for Detackment B-36, Compapy PA", 5th Special Forces
Group during this operation. Additionally, the 6th Battalion, 27th Ariillery
Provided a Mdaison officer who performmd ths dutics of fire support coordinater
for LNB GBLUUIELHL Uussmerdexs & fowoxd obsorver from this organization
accompanied the mentuver elements and sdjusted artillery and acrial fires as
Dﬂ-ﬁﬂmc

(2) On 14 ipril 1968 & lisison team consiagling of two officers
apd fivé enlisted zen from the 6th Battalion, 27th irtillery wes sttached &g the
11tk Jrmored Cavalry Regizent for an operstion in the northonst pertion of the IIT
Corp Tacticel Zone. This limison team essisted in fire planning apd clearance
of fires for the fegiment, The liaison team was reduced %o ene offiesr ard one
snlisted xan on 24 hpril 1968 tnd romins attached to the regiment.,
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SUBTEGT: Operational Report of 6th Batbtalion, 27th Artillery (UIC: WALSAL)
for Period Enling 30 4pril 1968, ROS CSFUR-65 (RI)

(2) The following mmber of mdssions wers fired with total
ancunts of armmition expended =s indicated:

T WISSIONS FIRED  AMMUNTITON EXPEIDED
| s9e waM &
Battary 740 5670 . 5391 7578
Battery TEY 4907 5323 6605
Battery MC2 3605 2168 &AL
Betbery AT 2/7 Apty 2699 9610 - N—
’ TOTAIS: 15,881 9,610 12,662 20,597
c. Iraining.

(1) The vattaiion contimmes to adminisier Specialiet Tests for
gun zection perscnnel, fire direction center perscnnel, awxd all incoming company
grade officers, Tho battalion hes sdministered proficiency tests to twe firing
batteries,

(2) Foew in—country arrivale continue %o bLe sant to the 1st Erigade,
lst Infantry Mvisien, Jungle Devil Schools This course of instructlion
contrilutes significantly to the newly arriwved soldier's ablility to perform
security migsicna,

(3) Three (3) officers and eight (8) enlisted men of the battalion
attended & course of inetruction on FADAC for 8 period of one weel at Headquarters,
2 Artillery Groups. These persomnel wers returned to thefr units at the end of
the courge apd immedistely bogan to use the FADAC computers in the conduct of
Five missions,

de Intelligence,

(2) The Babtalion §-2 0fficer contimued during this period to
- teswatl Cloge lisisom with the Sector 5.2 Officer o Wxib Inne Province and

the S-2 Officer of Special Porces Detachment E-33, Company A", 5th Special
Forces Group at Hon Quan, RVY, The Battalion Liasison Officer has been sistfoned
in Song Be, EVH, He maintains close liaison with the Sector 8-2 Officer of
Phuoe Long Province and the S-2 (fficer of Special Forces Dotachment B-34,
Company "4®, 5th Special Forcee Group also located in Song De.

(2) During this pericd twe O-1 aireraft and pilots were assigned
amd one O-1 airoraft was allocated to the bebtalion on a daily basis by the 23d
artillery Group, These aircraft hawe been used for and have immroved Zhe
battallon visual recennalssance progrem considarably,
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AV@E-YC 30 April 1958
‘ . " SUBJECT: Operatiomal Report of 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery (TIC: WAlSAik)
for Period Bnding 30 Lpril 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (K1)

{3) The battalion has contimved ite progran of attacking hard
targets ard is constently rovising its sctive target list based on current
intelligenca received from meneuver undts and target scguisition agencies.

Li Zggls!;;cg.

(1) During this reporting pericd resupply of this orgendzabicn was
accomplished im the following manner:

(2) Bettery "A" and Battery "C® were resupplied by comvoy.
(b) Eottery "E" was resupplied oxclusively by aircrafi,

{¢} Battery A", 2ud Battalion, 11tk Artillery was resupplied
bF comvoy, except that the platoon which was airlifted into lLoc Wish, Dong Xoni,
and Bunard was resupplied by aircraft,

(@) 228 Plstoon, Battery "C", 35th Artillery Buttalion (ARV)
wag rosupplied exelusively by aircraft while under the opsrational conirol of
this organization,

(2) The United Staies irmy Vietnan Readiness Assistence toom visiled
all organic elerents of the battalion during the pericd, They provided suggestions
ard recommendsd several irproverents to the izmplementation of the frmy Equipment
Records System and other phases of meterial readiness,

f. fdvistion. The following aviation missions, llsted by sortiss, were
flcwn during this reporting pericd:

Cmd & Control Recon  furty Adi PAL Carge (tons) Hours

FOED ¥WING 321 261 46 35 & 31
ROTARY ¥ING 14 17 6 23 pA 27
TOTALS s 335 278 52 58 g FATA

g» Ciyle Lction, The following civie action projects have teen
accomplished durdng this reporting pericd by thie crganization.

(1) Tue Quen Ioi school has been rencvated apd remsins contimally
under repair,

(2) Upen the return of Battery "C", &th Battalion, 27th Artillery
to Phuoc Vinh, the school at FPhuoe Vinh was again pleced under repeir,

(3) The battallon medical section has conducted thres MEICAPs end

hag treated ome hurdred-soventy-nine (179) patients during this peried in the
in Toc = Quan Ioi area.
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' " AVE-T 30 April 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Repert of 6th Battalion, 27¢h irtillery (UIC: WAISLA)
for Period Ending 30 ipril 1943, RGS CSFOR-65 (RI)

h. Gommmicabions.

(1) During this peried the sole user VHF cirewit between Battery
"GN at Loc Nivh snd the Bettalion Headquarters at uan Loi was terminated,

(2) A now VEF sols user circuit was cstablished between Quan lei
and Phuoe Vich, This circuit is the primery means of commnication used for
cormnnd and fire control bebween the Batialion Eeadquerters and Batiery "0,
éth Battalion, 27th Artillery and Battery "4", 2nd Battalion, 1ith Artillory.

. A1) al AR S,

(e) O©BSSSRVATION. & U, S. kemy advisory tesm consisting of
qualified ertillerymen should acconpany ARVE artiliery wnits which are under
the operational contrel of U. 8. Army artillery wnits,

(b) BVAIDATION. Experience indicates that the presence of 2
U. 5. Armgyr advisery toam, which includes qualified ertillerymen, in ths ;ms"'tinn
arca of an ARVY artillery unit under the cperstiomal control of a U, 5. frmy
srtillery unit reduces the time consumed and problems invelved in affecting
coordination amd control, Problems invelving ceordinetion are further reduced
when advisory tesm porscnnel are bilingual, Absence of a U. 8. Army cdvisary
team in the ARVH position ares results in mumerous problems ardsing due to a
lack of understanding of technigues used and frecquent delays caused by lack of
aef foctive commmication,

(c) RECCOMMEEDATION: That an advisory team consisting of
m].‘ii‘iad U. 8. iroy artilleryzen sccompany 4RVN artillery units uhich are
under the cperational conbrel of U. S. Army sxrtillery unils.

(2)

(a) OBSERVATION. ARVM artillery units conducting sirmohils:
Opamtinns Waich aro comtrolled by U.S. Army ertiliery units should be augmented
with U. 5. &rmy persommel who are rosponsible for cocrdirating details of the
operation; or, time permitting, responsible for providing cadre type tmimm
i for ARVE porscnnel conducting the operetion,

(b) EVALZATION, This organdzation has been rospensible for
cnnduetung tiarm {3) ai:cmblﬂ n;}amtiona imrelving an ARVH artillsry unit.

™
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AVE-TC 30 April 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Repart of 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery (UIC: WAlSAA)
- for Period Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI)

Becsuse ARVN artillery uniis seldem have the opportunity to conduct airmoble
operations they require technlenl assistance in crder to effectively conduct
these operaticns on short notice. When adequate time is available cadre
iraining, rather than technicsl assistence, should be given to the ARV unit as
this will eliminate the need for contimued itechnical assistance,

: .~ {c¢) RECOMMEWDLTION. That Us S. lrmy personnel vho are
qualified to provide technlcal assistence end train LRV troopes bo attsched
%o &RV grtillery unite programed to conduct airmoble operations being controled
by 0. §. Army artillery units.

(3} Uge of 4erje] Qbservers,

. {a) OBSERVATION, Artillery units supporting Special Forees
operations being eorducted in dense jungle areas should provide aerial observers
on & contimuing basis when the supported unit is moving in erder to insure
continuous commnications with the supported unit,

(b) EVALDATION. It has been determined that aerial cbeervers,
£lring over forward observers accompanying Speeizl Forces olements in dense
jungle can jinsure thet the supperting artillery maintains communications with
the forward observer., The serisl cbserver is also capable of assisting the
foriard obgerver in the adjusteent of artiliery and aerial fires, lack of
an aeriel observer reduces the commmnications capabilities dus to tho fact
that forward chservers are rotuired to carry light radiecs, FRO=25 with ghort
antennas, in order to move moro rapidly on foob.

(c) RECOMMEMDATION, That artillery units supporiing
Spocial Forces operabtions being conducted in dense jungle arcas provide an
aarial observer on & contimuous basis when the supporting uwndt 13 meving.

c. Irziping,
Heavy Woapons Traindng,

(1) OBSERVATION. Heavy artillery batteries operating in
& counter-insurgency onviromment should mednmbain well trained heavy weapons

DA -

(2) EVAIDATION. Expericnce indicates that heavy artillory
tatteries are required ic be ready to move from woll dofended bass camps to
isolated fire support beses on short notlce. Batbery personnel must bo woll
trained as crewicn for Blmm mortars, 90ma and 104mm reccilless wifles in order

Ezri.nma that the battery is capabls of fwrnlshing disoliplined close defcmsive
2. 3

(3) RECOMMEMDATION. That heavy artillery batteries operating
i:: : ﬁnunter-inmrgancr onvirenment maintain well trained heavy weapons orows
tjm-. E.
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AVGR-YC 30 Lpril 1968
SUBIECT: Operational Repert of &th Battalion, 27th Artillery (UIC: WALSSA)
for Period Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI)

de Infellieonce.

(1) OBSSRVATION, Artillery tattalions should maintcin close
1iedson with Special Forces units, district, willage, and police chiefs located
within the tactical ares of inmtrost of the battalion,

(2) EVAUMTION. It has boen found that cach of thesa agencies
have their own intelligemco motworks and sources of intelligence informedlon
eoncorning Viet Cong/North Vietnamese Arny sclivilicso. Informetion obtained
Trom these sowrces with regaxd to squad end platoon size units emables the
battalion to copduct farget annlysis and abtack on those units. Iack of
liaifon with thess agencics results in the tattelion not baving timely information
about these units amd precludes tho delivery of timely and accuratc fires
boing deliversd agninst them,

(3) RECOMERDATION, That a liaison progrénm be established to

inelude Spooisl Forces mwnits, district, willage, ard police chicfs locatsd
within the tactieal trea of intrest of the batialion.

¢. logisticg. None.

(1) OBSERVATION. 4 heavy srtillery battslion aperating over
oxtomded divtances should perform tactical rather then techmicel fire diraction
at bettalion lovel,

(2) EVALUATION, Two yoars of coptiruous combat over oxtepded
distances indicated that o more rapid response to fire reguest would be
ggﬁible if the batialion fir:e direction centoer concerned itsell with taetical

direction ond tho battory fire direction centers generated the firing
data, i one month test peried during vhich only tactical fire direction was
cordnetad ot battalion lovel cenfirmed this 4o be eorrcet, The battaléen
operations contor however should contivue to maintain the enpability of
performing technical firs direction 4n order to insuwre that no firing batlory
will be rendored inoffective ag 2 result of lesihg its fire dircction aenter
through enemy action or natursl catastrophy,

(3) RECOMMEMDATION, That techniesl fire direction bo accemplished

2t batlery lewel and tactieal fire direction be accomplished at battalison
lesmsl when o heavy artillery battalion is eopereting owr extonded distarcas.

Page 3 of 10 Fages
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30 April 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 6th Battalion, 27th Artillery (UIC: WA1SS4)
for Poriod Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI)

g. OQther, Hono,

Fres .-m,,;gf. fﬁiufy
BU Je OVGRADY
LIC Jrtillory
Commard ing
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= s smn‘a (39 Aprdl 1968) 3 Ind
of 6th Batialion, Axtiliory (UI0: %aluaa)
- mmmwmnﬂ.mmﬁ{)

DAy W3 I PPORCEV, AP0 San Praneicco 96266 13 Jun 1964
THRU: Comranding Comerals US dzmp Viotnam, ATZV: AVIGO(DST), 2i0 96375
Cocmanfiery US Arny Pacifiey ATTH: CHPUT, AFD 96558

T0:  Asslstant Chief of Staff for foxoe Dewloament, Deporteent of &ho
. Ammys Hashington, Iy Ce 20510

1, Schject report iz fowwnzdeds

oo¢ This headguerfers hos rovicwoed the sitached Operationel Boport - loosons
wﬂmﬁmmmmmmummmm,
subject o the commende eontained in ¢he 1ot end 2nd Indnyocment,

FOR 95 COWRIBERg

&1

no ILT, AGC
Asst AG .

Regnded UNCLASSIFIED
Whez Separawed From
Classificd Inclosutes

., CONFIDENTIAL





